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CHAPTEE  LXIII. 

'  OPENS   AMID    ILL   OMENS.' 

THE  closest  student  of  history  would   find  it  hard 
indeed  to  turn  to  the  account  of  any  other  royal 
reign  which   opened   under   conditions    so   peculiar 
and  so   unpropitious    as   those   which   accompanied 
the  succession  of  George  the  Fourth  to  the  English 
throne.     Even  in  the  pages  of  Gibbon   one   might 
look  in  vain  for  the  story  of  a  reign  thus  singularly 
darkened  in  its  earliest  chapters.    George  the  Fourth 
had  hardly  gone  through  the  State  ceremonials  which 
asserted  his  royal  position  when  he  was  seized  by  a 
sudden  illness  so  severe  that,  for  a  while,  the  nerves 
of  the  country  were  strained  by  the  alarm  which 
seemed  to  tell  that  a  grave  would  have  to  be  dug  for 
the  new  King  before  the  body  of  the  late  sovereign  had 
grown  quite  cold  in  the  royal  vault.     It  would  be 
idle,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  affect  any  serious  belief 
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that  the  grief  of  the  British  people  at  this  sudden 
taking-off,  had  it  come  to  pass,  would  have  exceeded 
any  possibility  of  consolation.  George  the  Fourth 
was  an  elderly  personage  when  he  came  to  the 
throne,  he  had  been  known  to  his  subjects  as  a 
deputy  King  for  many  years,  his  mode  of  living 
had  long  been  a  familiar  subject  of  scandal  among 
all  classes  of  his  people,  and  no  one  could  have 
supposed  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country  depended 
to  any  measurable  extent  on  the  continuance  of  his 
life. 

George,  however,  recovered.  His  illness  proved 
therefore  to  be  only  one  among  the  unpropitious 
conditions  which  accompanied  the  dawn  of  his 
reign.  Almost  the  next  thing  that  was  heard  of 
him  by  the  outer  world  was  that  he  had  inaugurated 
his  work  of  government  by  calling  on  his  ministers 
to  assist  him  in  obtaining  a  divorce  from  his  wife. 
Not  often,  it  must  be  admitted,  has  a  sovereign  just 
succeeding  to  a  throne  thus  celebrated  his  attain- 
ment of  regal  rank.  Then,  again,  the  beginning  of 
George  the  Fourth's  reign  was  immediately  followed 
by  the  explosion  of  a  conspiracy  belonging  to  an 
order  uncommon  indeed  in  the  England  of  those 
days,  almost  wholly  unknown  to  the  England 
of  our  own  time,  and  resembling  in  its  principal 
characteristics  some  of  the  Nihilist  or  Anarchist 
enterprises  common  even  still  in  certain  parts  of  the 
European  continent.  Thus  opened  the  first  chapter 
of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Fourth.  We 
shall  have  to  go  more  fully  into  details,  and  we 
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only  print  these  few  lines  as  what  used  to  be  called 
in  former  days  the  argument  of  our  first  chapters. 

George  was  too  unwell  to  stand  by  his  father's 
bedside  when  the  poor  old  King  was  passing,  at  last, 
out  of  that  life  which  had  so  long  been  one  of  utter 
darkness  to  him.  George,  the  son,  had  taken  cold 
in  his  beloved  pavilion  at  Brighton,  and  the  cold 
soon  developed  into  an  illness  so  serious  that  for 
some  days  it  was  believed  the  new  King  was  destined 
to  succeed  his  father  in  the  grave  almost  as  soon  as 
he  had  succeeded  him  in  the  sovereignty.  George's 
life  of  excesses  had  not,  however,  completely  worn 
out  the  fine  constitution  with  which  Nature  had 
originally  endowed  him,  and  despite  the  kind  of 
medical  treatment  favoured  at  that  time,  the  old 
familiar  panacea,  which  consisted  mainly  in  incessant 
bleeding,  the  King  recovered.  He  was  soon  able  to 
receive  the  official  addresses  of  loyalty,  to  despatch  to 
Louis  the  Eighteenth  and  other  European  sovereigns 
his  formal  announcement  of  the  fact  that  he  had 
succeeded  to  the  throne,  his  formal  expressions 
of  grief  at  the  loss  of  his  beloved  father,  and  his 
formal  assurances  of  his  resolve  to  do  all  he  could  to 
maintain  harmonious  relations  with  the  rulers  of 
foreign  States.  He  retained  the  ministers  whom  he 
had  found  in  office,  and  who  were,  of  course,  his 
own  ministers.  Lord  Liverpool  was  Prime  Minister, 
Lord  Eldon  was  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Palmerston 
was  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

The   times    were    troublous.      Lord    Liverpool's 
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long  tenure  of  office  had  been  marked,  so  far  as 
foreign  affairs  were  concerned,  by  a  resolute  hostility 
to  every  policy  and  all  movements  which  tended  in 
a  revolutionary  direction,  and  to  Lord  Liverpool  and 
his  closest  colleagues  the  whole  principle  of  popular 
liberty  was  merely  the  principle  of  revolution.  In 
home  affairs  Lord  Liverpool  had  always  identified 
himself  with  systems  of  political  repression,  systems 
which  were  established  on  the  theory  that  when- 
ever there  was  any  talk  of  popular  grievance  the 
only  wise  and  just  course  was  to  put  in  prison 
the  men  from  whose  mouths  such  talk  came 
forth.  On  financial  questions  Lord  Liverpool  appears 
to  have  entertained  some  enlightened  views,  views 
that  were  certainly  in  advance  of  the  political 
economy  professed  by  most  of  his  colleagues,  but 
where  distinctly  political  controversy  came  up  he 
may  be  taken  as  a  fair  illustration  of  the  old-fashioned 
Tory  statesmanship.  Eldon,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
had  a  great  deal  of  shrewdness  in  his  mental  consti- 
tution, a  shrewdness  which  very  often  took  the  form 
of  selfishness  ;  and  although  he  exhibited  himself  for 
the  most  part  as  a  genuine  Tory,  one  is  inclined  to 
doubt  whether  he  did  not  now  and  then  indulge  in  a 
secret  chuckle  at  the  expense  of  those  among  his 
colleagues  who  really  believed  that  the  principles  of 
old-fashioned  Toryism  were  the  only  sound  principles 
of  government. 

The  first  business  of  State  into  which  the  new 
sovereign  threw  his  whole  heart  and  soul  was  the 
endeavour  to  solemnise  the  opening  of  his  reign  by 
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obtaining  a  divorce  from  his  wife.  He  went  to  work 
at  once  with  the  set  purpose  of  inducing  his  ministers 
to  lend  him  their  aid  in  the  attainment  of  this  great 
object.  Lord  Eldon  was  more  especially  in  his 
confidence,  and  with  him  George  had  many  private 
interviews  and  much  exchange  of  letters  on  the 
subject  which  then  engrossed  his  attention.  He 
accomplished  his  object  so  far  that  it  was  arranged 
to  leave  the  name  of  his  wife  out  of  the  Eoyal 
Liturgy.  But  even  to  set  on  foot  the  formal 
proceedings  for  a  divorce  proved  a  much  more 
difficult  piece  of  business.  Pliant  as  the  ministers 
were,  inclined  to  be  abject  as  some  of  them  were  in 
their  anxiety  to  please  their  royal  master,  yet  the 
men  with  whom  George  especially  consulted  could 
not  shrink  from  impressing  on  his  notice  some  of  the 
obstacles  which  stood  in  the  way  of  his  obtaining  his 
heart's  desire.  One  of  the  main  difficulties  consisted 
in  the  fact  that  a  great  part  of  the  evidence  given 
against  George's  unhappy  consort  during  the  former 
investigations  had  been  given  by  a  class  of  witnesses 
upon  whose  statement  it  would  be  impossible  for  any 
regularly  constituted  court  of  law  to  place  much 
reliance.  Again  and  again  in  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  the  King  and  some  of  his 
ministers  this  weakness  of  his  case  is  pointed  out, 
and  it  is  somewhat  curious  to  find  so  complete  a 
recognition  of  it  by  his  advisers  when  we  bear  in 
mind  what  they  had  sanctioned  before  and  were  to 
sanction  later  on. 

The   Queen  herself  was  on   the  Continent,  and 
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was  threatening  her  immediate  return  to  her 
husband's  country  unless  some  settlement  was 
made  with  her  which  should  secure  her  ample 
means  of  living  and  allow  her  to  be  formally 
recognised  abroad  as  the  wife  of  King  George. 
Henry  Brougham  was  acting  as  the  Queen's  principal 
adviser  at  home,  and  was  doing  his  best  to  bring 
about  some  sort  of  compromise  which  might  result 
in  the  Queen's  accepting  a  quiet  and  informal  separa- 
tion on  fair  and  reasonable  terms.  George,  however, 
was  not  inclined  to  listen  to  conditions  of  com- 
promise. He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  his  Queen  once  for 
all,  to  be  publicly  and  completely  divorced  from  her, 
to  be  free  from  even  a  nominal  association  with  her  ; 
and  he  was  not  inclined  to  accept  any  terms  which 
merely  secured  him  against  the  chance  of  her  ever 
again  appearing  within  his  sight.  Brougham  was 
disposed,  and  even  determined,  to  do  all  he  could  for 
the  unhappy  Caroline,  although  every  now  and  then 
in  one  of  his  characteristic  bursts  of  ill-temper  he 
used  to  rail  against  the  trouble  she  gave  him  by  her 
impatient  desire  to  rush  back  to  England  and  make 
her  appeal  to  public  opinion  there.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  negotiation  between  the  advisers  on 
both  sides,  and  the  final  offer  made  on  the  part  of 
the  King  was  that  the  Queen  should  have  an  allow- 
ance of  52,000/.  a  year — not,  one  would  have  thought, 
a  very  illiberal  allowance  for  the  daughter  of  a  small 
German  prince — and  that  she  should  be  allowed  to 
retain  her  titles,  atid  should  be  authorised  to  use 
them  at  foreign  courts,  but  that  her  name  was  not  to 


1820.  THE   QUEEN'S   ADVISERS.  7 

appear  in  the  Liturgy,  and  that  she  was  not  to  appear 
officially  in  England  as  the  wife  of  the  sovereign. 
These  terms  were  offered  much  against  the  will  of 
the  King  himself,  who  still  yearned  for  the  divorce, 
the  whole  divorce,  and  nothing  but  the  divorce. 
George  yielded,  however,  to  the  urgent  advice  of  his 
ministers,  with  the  strong  hope  and  belief  still  in  his 
own  heart  that  Caroline  would  not  accept  the  con- 
ditions, and  would  insist  upon  presenting  herself  in 
England  and  asserting  her  position  as  Queen. 

The  Queen,  meanwhile,  had  left  Eome,  where  she 
had  been  staying  for  some  time  and  where  she  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  deference  shown  to  her  by  the 
Papal  authorities.  She  was  hurrying  back  to  England, 
and  had  written  to  Brougham  requesting  him  to  meet 
her  at  Saint  Omer,  and  there  accordingly  Brougham 
met  her.  Whether  he  was  very  urgent  in  his  advice 
to  her  to  accept  the  terms  it  is  not  easy  to  know ; 
but,  at  all  events,  it  is  quite  certain  that  she  refused 
point  blank  to  make  any  concessions,  that  she  left 
Brougham  with  positive  abruptness,  and  hastened 
on  her  way  to  England.  Among  her  most  confi- 
dential advisers  was  Alderman  Wood,  the  head  of  a 
great  firm  in  the  City  of  London,  a  leading  man  in 
the  Corporation  of  the  City,  and  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Many  eminent  Englishmen — 
among  whom  were  Wilberforce,  Canning,  and 
Denman,  afterwards  Lord  Chief  Justice — were  warm 
supporters  of  her  cause,  for  the  good  reason  that  they 
sincerely  believed  her  to  be  innocent  of  the  more 
serious  charges  made  against  her  and  deeply  wronged 
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by  the  conduct  of  the  King.  Even  her  most  resolute 
enemies  had  to  admit  that  whether  her  conduct  in 
thus  rushing  back  to  England  and  forcing  herself  on 
public  notice  were  wise  or  unwise,  from  the  worldly 
point  of  view,  it  certainly  seemed  at  least  like  the 
conduct  of  a  woman  proudly  conscious  of  her  own 
innocence,  and  determined  to  accept  no  compromise 
which  might  put  her  in  the  position  of  a  pardoned 
sinner.  The  nearer  she  came  to  England  the  more 
cordial  were  the  expressions  of  sympathy  she  received, 
and  from  the  moment  she  landed  on  English  shores 
her  way  to  London  became  like  a  triumphal  pro- 
cession. 

In  the  meantime  the  King  and  his  ministers 
had  come  to  an  agreement  which  was  exactly  what 
the  King  had  struggled  for  from  the  first,  an  agree- 
ment that  steps  should  be  taken  in  the  ordinary  way, 
according  to  the  legal  conditions  then  existing,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  divorce.  The  course  to 
be  adopted  was  to  bring  in  a  Divorce  Bill,  and 
endeavour  to  have  it  passed  through  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  The  proceedings  were  to  open  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  Queen's  leading  defenders — 
for  her  cause  was  of  course  to  be  defended  by  counsel 
as  in  an  ordinary  court  of  law — were  Brougham  and 
Denman.  The  Queen's  arrival  in  London  was  a 
signal  for  the  most  tumultuous  demonstrations  of 
popular  devotion  and  favour  towards  her,  and 
popular  anger,  and  even  fury,  against  all  who  were 
supposed  to  be  her  enemies.  The  house  in  which 
she  took  up  her  abode  was  constantly  surrounded  by 
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vast  throngs  of  her  sympathisers,  and  she  used  to 
have  to  make  her  appearance  at  the  windows  at 
frequent  intervals  and  bow  her  acknowledgments  to 
the  crowds  below.  Sometimes  the  zeal  of  her 
admirers  found  a  different  way  of  expressing  itself, 
and  the  window  panes  of  many  houses  were  broken 
because  the  residents  were  known  to  be  on  the  side 
of  the  King  and  not  of  the  Queen.  Conspicuous 
public  men  who  were  known,  or  were  believed,  to 
have  taken  part  against  her  were  mobbed  in  the 
streets,  and  even  the  Duke  of  Wellington  himself  was 
more  than  once  the  object  of  a  hostile  demonstration. 
So  widely  spread,  so  deeply  penetrating  was  the 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  Queen  that  it  was  said  to 
have  found  its  way  even  into  the  ranks  of  the  army, 
and  it  was  believed  that  some  soldiers  of  regiments 
quartered  in  London  itself  were  to  be  found  carousing 
to  the  health  of  Queen  Caroline.  A  crowd  of  Italian 
witnesses  had  been  brought  over  to  bear  evidence 
against  the  Queen,  and  these  foreign  invaders,  nearly 
all  of  humble  rank,  had  to  be  sheltered  in  buildings 
specially  erected  for  their  protection  in  the  near 
neighbourhood  of  Westminster  Hall,  and  had  to  be 
immured  and  guarded  as  if  they  were  malefactors 
awaiting  trial  and  likely  to  escape,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  safe  from  the  outbreaks  of  popular 
indignation. 

It  told  heavily  for  the  case  of  the  Queen,  in  the 
minds  of  all  reasonable  and  impartial  people,  that 
while  the  King's  foreign  witnesses  were  drawn  for 
the  most  part  from  a  class  of  persons  who  might  be 
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supposed  easily  open  to  subornation  and  corruption, 
a  great  number  of  distinguished  men  and  women 
came  from  various  parts  of  Europe  in  which  the 
Queen  had  resided  to  give  evidence  in  her  favour, 
and  to  speak  highly  of  her  character  and  her  con- 
duct. The  manner  in  which  the  proceedings  against 
the  Queen  were  pressed  on  by  the  Ministry  had  one 
immediate  result  to  their  disadvantage  by  depriving 
them  of  the  services  of  George  Canning,  then  one  of 
the  most  rising  of  European  statesmen.  Canning 
was  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  in  the  Queen's 
innocence,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  become  one  of 
her  formal  public  accusers,  which  he  must  have  done 
were  he  to  remain  a  member  of  the  Administration. 
Canning,  therefore,  after  a  time,  gave  up  his  place  as 
a  member  of  the  Government,  and  he  left  the  work 
of  the  prosecution,  as  it  may  be  called,  to  be  carried 
on  by  men  less  chivalrous  and  less  scrupulous.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  go  at  any  length  into  the  story  of 
the  proceedings  before  the  House  of  Lords.  These 
proceedings  would  have  been  made  memorable,  if 
there  were  nothing  else  to  make  them  so,  by  the 
speeches  which  Brougham  and  Denman  delivered  in 
defence  of  the  Queen.  Never  perhaps  in  the  course 
of  history  have  the  ears  of  a  monarch's  advisers 
been  made  to  tingle  by  such  sentences  of  magnificent 
and  scathing  denunciation  poured  out  in  arraign- 
ment of  the  monarch's  personal  conduct.  Denman, 
indeed,  incurred  the  implacable  hostility  of  George 
because,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  introduced 
a  famous  citation  from  Eoman  history  which, 
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although  intended  to  tell  heavily  against  the  King, 
was  mistakenly  believed  by  some  of  the  King's 
friends  to  convey  a  much  darker  and  deeper  imputa- 
tion on  the  sovereign  than  that  which  was  really  in 
Denman's  mind. 

The  case  may  be  briefly  said  to  have  broken 
down.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  friends 
of  the  sovereign  were  most  powerful,  there  was 
only  a  majority  of  nine  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill  of  Divorce,  and  the  Bill  if  persevered 
in  would  yet  have  to  encounter  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  Government,  therefore,  made  up  their 
minds  to  abandon  the  proceedings,  and  thereupon  the 
friends  of  the  Queen  exulted  tumultuously  over  the 
victory  they  had  won.  But  the  struggle  was  not 
by  any  means  at  an  end.  The  royal  coronation  had 
yet  to  come,  and  the  King  was  anxious  that  the  cere- 
monial should  be  got  through  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible.  The  Queen  announced  her  determination  to 
present  herself  on  the  Day  of  Coronation  and  claim  her 
right  to  be  crowned  as  Queen  Consort  of  George  the 
Fourth.  Then  the  advisers  on  both  sides  went  to  work 
anew  with  the  vain  hope  of  bringing  about  something 
like  a  compromise  which  might  save  the  sovereign, 
the  Court,  and  the  country  from  scandalous  and 
tumultuous  scenes.  Again  the  Queen  was  offered 
the  allowance  which  had  been  tendered  to  her  before, 
on  the  old  conditions  that  she  would  behave  quietly 
and  keep  herself  out  of  sight.  Again  she  insisted 
that  her  name  must  be  included  in  the  Eoyal  Liturgy, 
and  again  the  King  announced  his  resolve  to  make 
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no  such  concession.  Then  the  Queen  once  more 
made  it  known  that  her  resolve  was  final,  and  that 
she  would  present  herself  at  Westminster  Abbey  on 
the  Coronation  Day.  George  had  been  advised  that 
all  historical  precedents  warranted  him  in  maintain- 
ing that  the  King  had  an  absolute  right  to  direct  the 
forms  of  the  ceremonial  to  be  used  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, and  he  declared  that  he  would  not  allow  the 
Queen  to  take  any  part  in  the  solemnity  or  even  to 
be  present  during  its  performance.  The  Queen  wrote 
letters  to  the  King  which  she  sent  to  him  through 
his  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Liverpool.  George  sent 
back  the  letters  unopened  to  Lord  Liverpool,  with 
the  announcement  that  the  King  would  read  no  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  Queen,  and  would  only 
communicate  with  her  through  the  ordinary  official 
medium  of  one  of  his  ministers. 

The  letters  thus  written  on  both  sides  have  long 
since  been  published,  and  the  perusal  of  them  will 
probably  impress  most  readers  with  the  idea  of  a 
certain  sincerity  on  the  part  of  both  the  principal 
writers,  the  King  and  Queen.  Let  us  speak  as  harshly 
and  as  justly  as  we  may  of  the  King's  general  con- 
duct, of  his  mode  of  living,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  always  treated  the  Queen,  we  shall 
find  it  hard  not  to  believe  that  there  was  in  the  depth 
of  George's  mind  a  fixed  conviction  that  he  had  real 
cause  of  complaint  against  his  unhappy  wife.  Let 
us,  on  the  other  hand,  give  the  fullest  recognition  to 
the  fact  that  although  the  scandalous  levities  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Queen  abroad  told  heavily  against 
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her,  we  are  none  the  less  compelled  to  admit  that 
her  letters  to  the  King,  and  her  demand  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Coronation  ceremonies,  seemed  to  be 
part  of  the  conduct  of  a  woman  who  will  not  and 
cannot  admit  that  she  has  done  anything  to  forfeit 
her  place  at  her  husband's  side. 

The  whole  story  seems  now  so  preposterously  out 
of  keeping  with  all  the  associations  of  a  modern  Court 
that  it  startles  our  sense  of  historical  credibility  when 
we  find  by  the  actual  dates  that  men  and  women 
are  still  living  who  might  have  been  carried  by 
their  nurses  to  see  the  crowds  round  Westminster 
Abbey  on  the  Coronation  Day  of  King  George  the 
Fourth.  The  Coronation  took  place  on  July  19, 
1821,  and  the  whole  ceremony  was  got  up  in  the 
most  costly,  the  most  gorgeous,  and,  as  it  would  seem 
now  to  a  calm  and  critical  reader  of  history,  in  the  most 
theatrical  style.  The  poor  Queen  did,  indeed,  make 
an  attempt  to  take  the  place  which  she  claimed  in 
the  performances  at  Westminster  Abbey.  '  It  was 
natural,'  says  Miss  Martineau,  c  that  one  so  long  an 
outcast  and  at  length  borne  back  into  social  life  by 
the  sympathies  of  a  nation  should  expect  too  much 
from  these  sympathies  and  fail  to  stop  at  the  right 
point  in  her  demands.'  Miss  Martineau  adds,  how- 
ever, and  her  words  will  carry  with  them  the  feelings 
of  every  reader  now  :  '  It  would  have  been  well  if  the 
Queen  had  retired  into  silence  after  the  grant  of  her 
annuity  and  the  final  refusal  to  insert  her  name  in 
the  Liturgy.'  The  Queen,  of  course,  failed  to  obtain 
an  entrance  to  Westminster  Abbey.  It  had  been 
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arranged  by  orders  of  the  King  that  no  one  was  to 
be  allowed  admission,  even  to  look  on  at  the  cere- 
monial, without  a  ticket  officially  issued  and  properly 
accredited  with  the  name  of  the  bearer.  The  Queen, 
therefore,  was  allowed  to  pass  through  the  crowded 
streets,  but  when  she  came  to  the  doors  of  the  Abbey 
the  soldiers  on  guard  asked  for  her  ticket  of  admis- 
sion, and  of  course  she  had  none  to  present.  Some 
of  the  friends  who  accompanied  her  indignantly 
asked  the  soldiers  whether  they  did  not  recognise 
their  Queen,  the  Queen  of  England ;  but  the  officers 
in  command  replied  that  their  orders  were  strict,  and 
the  unhappy  Caroline  Amelia  was  literally  turned 
away  from  the  Abbey  door.  The  King  had  accom- 
plished his  object. 

The  poor  woman's  story  comes  to  an  end  very 
soon.  On  August  2,  only  a  few  days  after  the  Coro- 
nation, it  was  made  known  to  the  public  that  the 
Queen  was  seriously  ill.  She  was  suffering,  it  appears, 
from  internal  inflammation,  and  the  anxieties,  the  ex- 
citements, the  heart-burnings,  the  various  agonies  of 
emotion  she  had  lately  been  undergoing  must  have 
left  her  poorly  prepared.  On  August  7  her  condition 
became  so  alarming  to  those  around  her  that  it  was 
thought  right  to  warn  her  of  her  danger.  She  quietly 
said  that  she  had  no  wish  to  live,  that  she  hoped  not 
to  suffer  much  bodily  pain  in  dying,  but  that  she 
could  leave  life  without  the  least  regret.  She  died 
that  day,  having  lived  little  more  than  fifty-two  years. 
It  was  her  singular  fate,  however,  that  even  in  her 
death,  which  otherwise  must  have  brought  so 
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much  relief,  she  became  a  new  source  of  trouble  to 
her  royal  husband.  George  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  pay  a  visit  after  his  Coronation  to  his  subjects  in 
Ireland,  to  '  the  long-cherished  isle  which  he  loved,' 
as  Byron  says, '  like  his  bride.'  He  had  got  as  far  as 
Holyhead  on  his  way  when  the  news  reached  him  of 
the  Queen's  illness,  and  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
hardly  becoming  for  him  to  make  his  first  public 
appearance  in  Ireland  at  such  a  moment,  and  to  run 
the  risk,  perhaps,  of  having  his  royal  entrance  into 
Dublin  accompanied  by  the  news  that  his  Queen  had 
just  died.  Then,  when  the  news  of  her  death  did 
actually  reach  him,  it  was  still  necessary  to  make 
some  little  delay — joy-bells  and  funeral-bells  do  not 
ring  well  together — and  thus  George,  even  as  a 
widower,  found  his  wife  still  a  little  in  the  way.  The 
remains  of  Caroline  Amelia  were  carried  back  to  her 
native  Brunswick,  and  there  ended  her  melancholy 
story.  It  is  impossible  not  to  regard  this  unhappy 
woman  as  the  victim,  in  great  measure,  of  the  cus- 
toms which  so  often  compel  princes  and  princesses 
to  leave  reciprocal  love  out  of  the  conditions  of 
marriage.  '  The  birds  which  live  in  the  air,'  says 
Webster's  immortal  '  Duchess  of  Malfi,' 

On  the  wild  benefit  of  nature,  live 

Happier  than  we,  for  they  can  choose  their  mates. 

Other  women,  indeed,  might  have  struggled  far 
better  against  the  adverse  conditions  of  an  unsuitable 
marriage  and  have  borne  themselves  far  better  amid 
its  worst  trials  than  the  clever,  impulsive,  light- 
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hearted,  light-headed  Caroline  Amelia  was  able  to  do. 
There  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  she  had  a  good 
heart,  a  loving  nature,  and  the  wish  to  lead  a  pure 
and  honourable  life.  But  she  was  too  often  thought- 
less, careless,  wilful,  and  headstrong,  and,  like  many 
others  who  might  have  done  well  under  fair  condi- 
tions, she  allowed  the  worst  qualities  of  her  nature  to 
take  the  command  just  at  the  very  moment  when 
there  was  most  need  for  the  exercise  of  all  that  was 
best  in  her.  Even  with  regard  to  George  himself, 
it  seems  only  fair  and  reasonable  to  assume  that  he, 
too,  might  have  done  better  if  his  marriage  had  not 
been  merely  an  arrangement  of  State.  Perhaps  the 
whole  history  of  State  marriages  contains  no  chapter 
at  once  more  fantastic  and  more  tragic  than  that 
which  closed  with  the  death  of  Caroline  Amelia,  wife 
of  George  the  Fourth. 

While  the  joy-bells  of  London  were  already  chim- 
ing for  the  coronation  of  George  the  Fourth,  the  most 
powerful  enemy  George's  country  had  ever  had  was 
passing  quietly  away  in  St.  Helena.  On  May  5,  1821, 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  died  in  his  island  exile.  No 
words  could  exaggerate  the  sensation  produced  through 
the  whole  world  by  the  close  of  this  marvellous  career. 
He  was  unquestionably  one  of  the  greatest  figures  in 
history.  As  a  conquering  soldier  he  has  no  rival  in 
the  modern  world,  and  indeed  all  the  history  we  know 
of,  ancient  or  modern,  can  give  but  very  few  names 
which  may  bear  comparison  with  his.  Unlike  Caesar 
and  Alexander,  he  had  made  his  way  from  the  humble 
obscurity  of  common  life,  and,  unlike  Caesar,  he  did 
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not  seem  to  have  had  in  him  the  intellectual  greatness 
which  must  have  made  him,  under  any  conditions,  a 
master  of  men  and  of  hemispheres.     So  far  as  mere 
dramatic  effect  is  concerned,  he  was  less  fortunate 
than  Csesar  in  his  disappearance  from  the  world's 
stage.     Napoleon  was   doomed   to  pine  and  wither 
away  on  a  lonely  island  in   the  South  Atlantic  for 
years  and  years,  and  there  was  something  like  an  anti- 
climax in  the  closing  scenes  of  that  marvellous  life- 
drama.     It  is  pitiful  and  saddening  now  to  read  of 
the  trumpery  annoyances  and  humiliations  to  which 
his  days  of  exile  were  subjected,  and  to  read,  too,  of 
the   unceasing   complaints  with  which   he   resented 
what  he  regarded  as  the  insults  offered  to  him  by  his 
gaolers.     There  was,  indeed,  much  that  was  ignoble 
in  the  manner  of  his  treatment  by  those  who  had  him 
in  charge,  in  the  paltry  indignities  which  he  had  to 
endure,  and  which  he  could  not  endure  in  the  patient 
dignity  of  silence.     The  mere  refusal  to  allow  to  him 
his  title  of  Emperor,  and  to  insist  that  he  should  only 
be  addressed  as  General  Bonaparte,  was  as  illogical 
as  it  was  ungenerous  ;  for  if  revolutionary  France  had 
not  the  right  to  make  him  an  Emperor,  she  certainly 
could  not  have  had  the  right  to  make  him  a  General. 
Every  movement  he  made  and  every  movement  made 
by  any  of  his  friends  on  the  island  was  watched  as 
jealously  and  as  closely  as  if  he  had  been  some  vulgar 
Jack  Sheppard  plotting  with  his  pals  for  an  escape 
through  the  windows  or  the  cellars  of  his  prison. 

One  cannot  but  regret  that  Napoleon  could  not 
have  folded  himself  in   the  majestic  mantle  of  his 
VOL.  iv.  c 
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dignity  and  his  fame,  could  not  even,  if  it  were  needed, 
have  eaten  out  his  own  heart  in  silence,  and  left  his 
captors  to  work  their  worst  upon  him  without  giving 
them  the  satisfaction  of  extorting  a  word  of  querulous 
remonstrance.  His  captors,  no  doubt,  were  perpetu- 
ally haunted  by  the  dread  that  he  might  somehow 
contrive  to  make  his  escape,  and  that  if  once  he  got 
away  from  St.  Helena  the  whole  struggle  might  have 
to  begin  all  over  again.  No  doubt,  too,  his  captors 
would  have  said,  speaking  in  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
that  Napoleon  was  not  to  be  trusted  like  an  honour- 
able prisoner  on  parole,  and  that  there  was  no  way  of 
securing  the  peace  of  the  world  but  by  holding  him 
under  close  and  constant  guard.  The  whole  story  of 
those  years  of  captivity  is  profoundly  sad,  and  is  one 
which  may  probably  be  read  with  less  pain  even  by 
Frenchmen  than  by  high-minded  Englishmen.  There 
has  lately  been  given  to  the  world  in  the  pages  of  an 
American  magazine,  '  The  Century,'  a  continuation  of 
the  record  once  made  by  Dr.  Barry  E.  O'Meara  of  his 
conversations  with  Napoleon  during  Napoleon's  exile 
in  St.  Helena.  Dr.  O'Meara  was  a  surgeon  in  the 
English  navy,  and  was  serving  in  the  '  Bellerophon  ' 
when  Napoleon  came  on  board.  He  was  allowed  to 
take  care  of  Napoleon  by  the  British  Government,  and 
as  he  was  an  Irishman  he  felt  a  certain  sympathy 
with  Napoleon  and  came  to  be  treated  by  the  fallen 
Emperor  as  a  friend.  He  published  a  volume  called 
'  A  Voice  from  St.  Helena,'  in  which  he  gave  a  detailed 
account  of  his  talks  with  the  great  Emperor.  The 
book  was  much  read  at  the  time  of  its  publication 
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and  created  a  deep  interest  wherever  it  was  read. 
From  this  work  O'Meara  left  out  many  of  the  memo- 
randa he  had  written  down,  probably  because  he 
thought  they  might  give  offence  needlessly  to  living 
persons  ;  but  the  withheld  memoranda  were  all  care- 
fully preserved  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  some  of 
his  descendants  in  New  Jersey,  and  have  after  this 
long  lapse  of  time  been  published  at  last.  They 
tell  us  with  painful  accuracy  of  the  petty  annoy- 
ances constantly  inflicted  upon  Napoleon,  and  of  the 
impatience  and  fretfulness  with  which,  day  after  day, 
he  resented  them  and  complained  of  them.  We  seem 
to  live  with  the  great  dethroned  Emperor  in  his  hours 
of  homeliest  complainings,  when  every  little  grievance 
that  burns  in  his  heart  finds  repeated  expression  on 
his  lips.  Few  chapters  in  the  history  of  fallen  great- 
ness can  be  more  touching  than  these  pages. 

Not  all  that  Napoleon  said  about  England,  however, 
was  mere  complaint  and  disparagement.  The  world 
of  London  may  be  interested  in  learning  from  these 
reminiscences  how  Napoleon  told  Dr.  Barry  O'Meara 
that  if  he,  Napoleon,  had  had  any  authority  over  the 
English  Metropolis  he  would  have  long  ago  taken 
measures  for  constructing  an  embankment  on  both 
sides  of  the  Thames  as  it  passed  between  Middlesex 
and  Surrey.  If  Dr.  O'Meara  had  embodied  this  sug- 
gestion in  his  public  volume,  Napoleon  might  uncon- 
sciously have  become  the  projector  of  the  Thames 
Embankment.  Fas  est  ab  hoste — the  proverb  is  some- 
what musty. 


c  2 
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CHAPTER  LXIV. 

POPULAR  ALARMS — ROYAL  EXCURSIONS. 

THE  plot  which  has  been  already  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  unpropitious  events  that  marked  the  opening 
of  George  the  Fourth's  reign  was  the  famous  Cato 
Street  conspiracy.  The  conspiracy  was  nothing  less 
than  a  plot  for  the  assassination,  all  at  once,  of  the 
whole  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  The  principal  con- 
spirator was  a  man  named  Thistlewood,  a  compound 
of  half-crazy  fanaticism  and  desperate  villainy — a 
creature  who  believed  that  he  had  private  vengeance 
to  satisfy,  and  who  had,  at  the  same  time,  persuaded 
himself  that  no  good  could  come  to  the  people  of 
England  until  an  example  had  been  made  of  the 
King's  official  advisers  by  the  avenging  hand  of  the 
lover  of  liberty.  The  novelty  as  well  as  the  audacity 
of  the  plot  created  a  perfect  consternation  all 
through  England,  and  it  became,  for  a  while,  the 
sincere  conviction  of  a  vast  number  of  reasonable 
Englishmen  that  the  whole  political  and  social  system 
of  the  kingdom  was  undermined  by  such  plots,  and 
that  only  the  most  strenuous  exertions  made  by  the 
champions  of  law  and  order  could  protect  the  realm 
from  an  outbreak  of  horrors  far  transcending  any  of 
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those  that  had  convulsed  France  during  the  worst 
days  of  the  Eevolution.  It  was  soon  made  clear 
enough  that  Thistlewood's  plot  was  a  conspiracy 
which  included  only  a  very  small  number  of  men, 
and  it  has  never  been  quite  certain  whether  it  was 
not  originally  put  in  motion  by  the  machination  of 
some  of  the  paid  spies  and  informers  whom  it  was 
believed,  at  that  time,  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Ministry 
to  keep  in  its  service  for  the  detection  and  the 
frustration  of  revolutionary  conspiracy.  It  was  the 
common  practice  of  spies  and  informers,  in  those 
days,  to  go  about  secretly  in  quarters  where  revolu- 
tionary conspiracy  was  believed  to  be  in  existence, 
to  represent  themselves  to  some  of  the  suspected 
plotters  as  fellow-revolutionists  and  brother-conspira- 
tors, and  thus  to  get  into  their  confidence,  and  even 
to  suggest  to  them  some  new  form  of  conspiracy,  in 
order  that  their  willingness  to  accept  the  suggestion 
might  mark  them  out  as  proper  subjects  for  a 
Government  prosecution  and  obtain  for  the  informers 
the  credit  of  the  detection. 

Thistle  wood  had  been  engaged  in  popular  agita- 
tion for  some  sort  of  reconstitution  of  political 
society,  and  he  had  been  once  put  on  his  trial  for 
some  alleged  offence  arising  out  of  such  an  agitation. 
More  lucky  than  many  other  of  his  contemporaries 
under  similar  conditions,  he  was  brought  before  a 
jury  who  found  him  not  guilty  of  the  charge  made 
against  him.  Now,  if  Thistlewood  had  been  a  sane 
member  of  even  an  Anarchist  organisation,  he  might 
have  been  softened  in  his  feelings  towards  the  existing 
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order  of  things  by  finding  that  a  jury  had  actu- 
ally recognised  the  possibility  of  his  being  formally 
charged  with  an  offence  against  the  Crown  and  yet 
not  being  guilty.  But  Thistlewood  regarded  the 
bare  fact  that  a  charge  had  been  made  against  him 
as  a  crime  calling  out  for  vengeance,  and  in  his 
frenzy  he  got  the  idea  into  his  head  that  Lord  Sid- 
mouth,  the  Home  Secretary,  was  the  person  on  whom 
he  was  bound  to  take  revenge.  Accordingly,  the 
unfortunate  creature  actually  sent  a  challenge  to 
Lord  Sidmouth,  inviting  and  defying  him  to  mortal 
combat.  Perhaps  Lord  Sidmouth  would  have  acted 
wisely  if  he  had  taken  no  notice  whatever  of  this 
preposterous  challenge,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
only  fair  to  remember  that  Lord  Sidmouth  might 
think  it  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  to  allow  a 
person  to  go  unrebuked  who  had  sent  a  challenge  to 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  Criminal  proceedings 
were,  therefore,  taken  against  Thistlewood,  and 
instead  of  being  committed  to  the  protection  of  a 
lunatic  asylum,  the  author  of  the  challenge  was 
sentenced  to  a  year's  imprisonment.  When  his 
prison  time  was  over,  Thistlewood  came  out  a  man 
inflamed  with  a  desire  for  vengeance  on  all  the  ruling 
classes  in  general,  and  on  Ministers  of  the  Crown  in 
particular.  Like  the  murderer  in  'Macbeth,'  he 
thought  himself  one  whom  the  vile  blows  and  buffets 
of  the  world  had  so  incensed  that  he  was  reckless 
what  he  did  to  spite  the  world.  He  soon  got  around 
him  a  small  gang  of  agitators  as  ignorant,  and  almost 
as  crazy,  as  himself,  and  he  initiated  them  into  a 
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grand  scheme  for  dealing  a  death-blow  to  all  the 
ministers  at  once,  and  then  seizing  on  the  Bank, 
Mansion  House,  and  Tower  of  London,  and  from 
these  strongholds  proclaiming  the  existence  of  a 
provisional  government. 

Now  the  whole  notion  of  such  a  plot  as  this,  and 
any  possible  success  coming  out  of  it,  may  seem,  at 
first  sight,  too  crazy  to  be  accepted  by  any  set  of 
men,  however  ignorant  or  however  wicked,  who  were 
not  downright  lunatics.  But  it  is  certain  that 
Thistlewood  did  find  a  small  number  of  men  who 
were  not  actually  lunatics,  and  who  yet  were  ready 
to  join  with  him  and  to  risk  their  lives  in  his  enter- 
prise. The  first  act  in  the  plot  was  to  be  the 
assassination  of  the  King's  ministers.  One  of  the 
professional  spies  in  the  employment  of  the  authori- 
ties, a  man  named  Edwards,  was  already  in  commu- 
nication with  Thistlewood  and  his  friends.  The  plot 
had  been  for  a  considerable  time  in  preparation,  and 
it  was  put  off  for  a  while  because  of  the  death  of 
George  the  Third,  and  the  hopes  entertained  by  the 
conspirators  that  the  new  King  might  go  back  to  the 
political  principles  of  his  earlier  years,  discard  Lord 
Liverpool,  Lord  Sidmouth,  and  his  other  Tory  advisers, 
and  thus  render  it  unnecessary  for  patriotic  men  to 
put  them  to  death  in  order  to  save  the  country. 

When,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  George  the 
Fourth  was  to  keep  around  him  the  ministers  who  had 
served  him  when  he  was  Prince  Eegent,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  work  must  go  on.  Edwards,  the  spy, 
was  able  to  make  it  known  to  Thistlewood  that  there 
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was  to  be  a  dinner  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  on 
February  23,  1820,  and  the  opportunity  was  thought 
to  be  placed  by  a  kindly  fate  in  the  hands  of  the 
conspirators.  Meanwhile  the  minister  at  whose 
house  the  dinner  was  to  take  place,  Lord  Harrowby, 
was  kept  fully  informed  of  all  that  was  going  on,  and 
he  wisely  resolved  to  take  no  public  notice  of  the 
scheme  until  the  day  for  the  dinner  should  arrive, 
when  the  instruments  of  the  wholesale  murder  plot 
could  be  suddenly  arrested  at  the  moment  of  their 
attempt  to  carry  out  their  design.  Thistlewood  and 
most  of  his  companions  had  their  head- quarters  in 
the  garrets  of  a  house  in  Cato  Street,  Edgware  Eoad, 
and  there  it  was  arranged  among  them  that  they 
should  remain  until  one  or  two  of  their  accomplices, 
who  were  kept  at  watch  for  the  purpose,  should 
come  to  them  and  report  that  the  doomed  dinner- 
guests  had  assembled.  Then  the  conspirators  were 
to  repair  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lord  Harrowby 's 
house  in  Grosvenor  Square.  One  of  the  outpost  men 
was  to  knock  at  Lord  Harrowby's  door,  and  the 
moment  the  door  was  opened  all  the  gang  were  to 
rush  in  and  put  the  ministers  to  death.  Lord  Har- 
rowby took  good  care  not  to  have  any  guests  that 
evening,  but  the  outpost  men  of  the  conspiracy  were 
deceived  by  the  fact  that  a  dinner  party  was  actually 
going  on  at  the  house  of  the  Archbishop  of  York 
next  door,  and  when  they  saw  carriages  arriving 
there  they  felt  sure  this  was  the  dinner  party  for 
which  they  were  waiting.  They  waited  there  until 
the  last  of  the  guests  appeared  to  have  arrived,  and 
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then  set  out  to  give  notice  to  This  tie  wood  and  his 
companions.  Before  the  outpost  men  had  got  back 
to  Cato  Street  the  police  were  already  there,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  arrest  the  whole  of  the  con- 
spirators. A  scuffle  took  place,  in  which  Thistlewood 
stabbed  one  of  the  policemen  to  the  heart.  The 
constituted  authorities  had  contrived  to  make  almost 
as  much  of  a  bungle  as  the  conspirators  had  done ; 
the  military  force  did  not  arrive  in  time,  and  Thistle- 
wood  and  some  of  his  accomplices  succeeded,  for  the 
moment,  in  making  their  escape.  It  was  only  for 
the  moment.  Thistlewood  was  arrested  next  day. 
There  was  nothing  heroic  or  dramatic  about  the 
manner  of  his  capture.  He  had  sought  refuge  at  the 
house  of  a  friend  in  Moorfields,  and  he  was  comfort- 
ably asleep  in  bed  when  the  house  was  surrounded 
and  he  was  made  prisoner.  He  was  put  on  trial 
soon  after,  and,  with  four  of  his  accomplices,  was 
sentenced  to  death,  and  on  May  1  the  five  were 
executed. 

The  evidence  at  the  trial  made  it  clear  to  any 
reasonable  mind  that  the  plot  was  confined  altogether 
to  the  small  knot  of  ignorant  desperadoes  who  held 
their  councils  in  Cato  Street,  and  to  the  informer 
Edwards,  who  had  been  in  communication  with  them. 
The  public  were  never  allowed  to  know  what  had 
become  of  this  man  Edwards.  Had  he  been  pen- 
sioned by  the  Government  and  been  allowed  to  pass 
into  honourable  and  comfortable  retirement,  or  was 
he  to  be  arrested  and  put  on  his  trial  like  other  con- 
spirators ?  Several  attempts  were  made  to  get  at  the 


26  A   HISTORY   OF   THE    FOUR   GEORGES.       CH.  LXIV. 

truth  by  means  of  questions  to  the  ministers  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  no  satisfactory  reply  could 
be  extracted  or  extorted.  Indeed,  it  seemed  quite 
probable  that  the  general  feeling  among  the  ruling- 
classes  at  the  time  would  have  been  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  a  very  good  thing  by  employing  a 
man  to  help  in  working  up  murderous  conspiracies  in 
order  that  such  conspiracies  should  be  frightened  out 
of  existence,  and  that  it  was  quite  right  to  protect 
and  reward  the  emissaries  who  had  rendered  such 
faithful  service.  For  a  time  there  was  a  widespread 
and  sincere  belief  that  the  Cato  Street  conspiracy 
was  only  one  in  a  vast  network  of  conspiracies 
from  which  nothing  but  the  severest  measures  of 
repression  could  save  England.  The  King  himself 
in  his  royal  message  to  Parliament  was  careful  to 
make  use  of  the  Cato  Street  conspiracy  as  another 
and  a  crowning  evidence  of  the  necessity  which 
existed  for  the  wholesale  application  of  the  criminal 
law  in  order  to  save  the  State  from  the  triumph 
of  anarchy.  A  season  of  absolute  panic  set  in,  and 
the  most  trivial  political  disturbance  arising  in  any 
part  of  the  country  was  magnified  into  another 
attempt  of  the  emissaries  of  revolution  to  upset  the 
throne,  pull  down  the  Church,  and  turn  the  State 
into  the  republic  of  a  rabble. 

It  is  quite  clear  now  to  all  readers  of  history  that 
such  attempts  as  those  planned  by  the  Cato  Street 
conspirators  can  only  exist  at  a  time  when  stern  and 
savage  restrictions  are  set  upon  all  efforts  to  obtain  a 
free  public  hearing  for  the  discussion  of  political  and 
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social  grievances.  Where  political  wrongs  can  be 
arraigned  in  the  open  day,  there  is  no  occasion  for 
the  work  of  the  midnight  conspirator.  Already  in 
England  public  men  were  coming  forward  who  were 
filled  with  the  noble  and  patriotic  desire  to  give  the 
philosophy  of  history  some  share  in  the  guidance  of 
political  life.  Popular  education  had  been  totally 
neglected  in  England,  and,  indeed,  the  too  common 
impression  among  the  ruling  classes  was  that  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  could  never  be  kept  in  due 
obedience  to  their  superiors  if  they  were  permitted  to 
make  themselves  unfit  for  their  station  by  learning 
how  to  read  and  write.  Even  the  criminal  laws 
themselves  bore  terrible  testimony  to  the  prevailing 
ideas,  by  the  fact  that  property  was  proclaimed  as 
sacred  a  possession  as  life  itself. 

In  the  early  days  of  George  the  Fourth's  reign 
Sir  James  Mackintosh,  the  famous  historian,  philo- 
sopher, and  philanthropist,  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons  a  measure  for  abolishing  the  punishment 
of  death  in  cases  of  the  stealing  of  property  to  the 
value  of  five  shillings,  and  he  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing his  measure  through  Parliament.  Up  to  that 
time  men  and  women  had  been  executed,  year 
after  year,  for  stealing  from  a  shop  any  goods 
of  the  value  of  five  shillings,  were  the  goods  but  a 
few  loaves  of  high-priced  bread  carried  off  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  sufferings  of  a  hungry  family. 
Sir  James  Mackintosh's  measure  aimed  at  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  death  penalty  in  a  large  number  of  other 
minor  offences,  but  he  only  succeeded  in  robbing  the 
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gallows  of  its  victims  in  two  other  classes  of  small 
offences  as  well  as  that  which  has  just  been  mentioned. 
At  this  time  of  day  one  reads  with  amazement 
the  arguments  which  men  like  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon 
directed  against  the  humane  measures  introduced  by 
Sir  James  Mackintosh.  Parliament  and  the  country 
were  solemnly  warned  that  if  such  relaxation  of  the 
death  punishment  were  sanctioned  by  law,  the  smaller 
class  of  tradesmen  would  have  to  give  up  their  shops 
and  their  business  altogether,  because  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  them  to  keep  any  goods  in 
their  windows  or  on  their  shelves  if  the  punishment 
of  death  were  not  maintained  for  the  theft  of  a  shawl 
or  a  snuff-box.  At  the  same  time  it  was  well  known 
to  everybody  who  had  eyes  to  see  or  ears  to  hear 
that  numbers  of  shoplifters  escaped  punishment 
altogether  because  humane  juries  refused,  even  on 
the  plainest  evidence,  to  find  a  verdict  of  guilty  where 
such  a  verdict  would  send  the  prisoner  from  the  dock 
to  the  gallows.  Many  a  jury,  too,  when  it  was  im- 
possible to  doubt  that  a  theft  had  been  committed, 
acted  on  the  ingenious  plan  of  declaring  in  their 
verdict  that  the  articles  stolen,  whatever  their  obvious 
market  worth,  were  under  the  value  of  five  shillings, 
thereby  saving  the  offender  from  the  doom  of  death. 
Thus  the  repressive  power  of  the  law  was  necessarily 
diminished  by  the  uncertainty  which  common  huma- 
nity put  in  the  way  of  its  regular  enforcement,  and 
that  very  barbarity  of  punishment  which  was  intended 
to  keep  men  back  from  crime  by  its  mere  terrors 
gave  to  the  criminal  only  another  chance  of  escape. 
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Sir  James  Mackintosh  had  brought  in  his  measures 
as  successor,  in  that  line  of  philanthropic  reform,  to 
the  lamented  Sir  Samuel  Eomilly,  whose  melancholy 
death  already  referred  to  had  created  a  profound 
sensation  throughout  England  and  abroad  towards 
the  close  of  the  late  reign.  About  the  time  when 
Mackintosh  was  thus  making  his  partly  successful 
attempt  to  put  some  check  on  the  application  of  the 
death  penalty,  Henry  Brougham  was  arousing  the 
attention  of  Parliament  and  the  country  to  the 
lamentable  and  disgraceful  absence  of  anything  like 
a  system  of  national  education.  On  June  28,  1820, 
Brougham  brought  forward  the  first  definite  proposal 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  a  scheme  of 
national  education  designed  to  apply  to  England  and 
Wales.  A  Parliamentary  committee  had  been  sitting 
for  some  time  to  make  inquiries  and  receive  evidence 
as  to  the  state  of  education  in  the  poorer  districts  of 
the  land.  This,  too,  was  owing  almost  altogether  to 
the  energy  and  the  efforts  of  Brougham ;  but  the 
inquiries  of  the  committee  were  resulting  in  nothing 
very  practical,  and  Brougham  therefore  went  a  step 
further  than  he  had  previously  gone  and  brought 
forward  his  definite  scheme  for  national  education. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  did  not  succeed 
in  carrying  his  measure,  and  that  generations  had  yet 
to  pass  away  before  any  real  and  comprehensive 
effort  was  made  by  the  State  to  establish  such  a 
system  of  popular  education  in  these  countries  as 
had  been  known  to  Prussia  and  other  European 
nations  almost  for  time  out  of  mind.  But  Brougham 
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had  at  least  started  the  question,  and  he  never  ceased 
to  keep  it  moving  during  his  long  life.  Other 
reformers,  too,  as  well  as  Mackintosh  and  Brougham 
were  making  their  voices  heard  above,  or  at  all 
events  through,  the  din  and  clamour  of  the  contro- 
versy between  the  friends  of  the  King  and  the  cham- 
pions of  the  Queen.  Lord  John  Eussell  may  be  said 
to  have  then  begun  his  noble  career  as  reformer  of 
the  system  of  Parliamentary  representation,  and  Mr. 
Lambton,  afterwards  to  be  better  known  as  Lord 
Durham,  made  more  than  one  bold  effort  in  the  same 
direction. 

Eussell  and  Lambton  were  both  unsuccessful  just 
then.  The  time  had  not  yet  come  when  the  ques- 
tion of  Parliamentary  reform  was  to  break  up 
Ministries,  set  the  country  aflame  with  agitation,  and 
put  a  thick-witted  sovereign  to  the  necessity  of 
choosing  between  submission  to  the  popular  demand 
or  facing  the  risk  of  revolution.  But  it  might  have 
been  clear  to  reflective  men  that  the  days  of  uncon- 
ditional loyalty  to  the  will  of  a  monarch  had  nearly 
run  their  course  in  England,  and  that  the  demand 
for  a  reform  in  the  criminal  law,  a  relaxation  of  the 
repression  of  free  speech,  the  establishment  of  some 
system  of  popular  education,  and  the  adoption  of  a 
really  representative  principle  in  the  construction  of 
Parliament  was  destined  before  long  to  prove  irre- 
sistible. The  case  of  the  reformers  was  emphasised 
by  the  widespread  agricultural  distress  from  which 
the  country  had  long  been  suffering.  The  inevitable 
reaction  had  set  in,  too,  after  the  spasmodic  inflation 
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of  trade  and  commerce  which  had  accompanied  the 
long  period  of  war.  Even  if  the  governing  system  of 
England  had  been  as  wise  and  humane  as  it  was  un- 
enlightened and  harsh,  the  condition  of  the  country 
would,  of  itself,  have  favoured  almost  any  demand  for 
reform.  As  the  Government  system  actually  was, 
only  a  national  prosperity  of  universal  and  impossible 
sleekness  could  have  kept  the  people  of  England 
much  longer  indifferent  to  the  necessity  for  reform  in 
almost  every  department  of  the  political  and  social 
system. 

Meanwhile  the  new  King  was  paying  his  round 
of  State  visits  to  Ireland,  to  Hanover,  and  to  Scot- 
land. We  have  seen  already  how  the  royal  progress 
to  Ireland  was  delayed  by  the  inconvenient  occurrence 
of  the  Queen's  death.  George  soon,  however,  felt  it 
proper  to  put  away  all  affectation  of  grief,  and  to  pay 
his  visit  to  Ireland.  Great  hopes  were  entertained 
there  for  the  beneficent  results  of  the  royal  visit. 
George  had  been  during  his  earlier  days  in  political 
sympathy  as  well  as  boon  companionship  with  Fox 
and  with  Sheridan.  Fox  had  always  shown  himself 
a  true  friend  to  Ireland.  The  Irish  national  poet, 
Thomas  Moore,  had,  in  one  of  his  songs,  described 
the  banshee  as  wailing  over  the  grave  of  him  '  on 
whose  burning  tongue  truth,  peace,  and  freedom 
hung.'  It  was  fondly  believed  in  Ireland  that  the 
King  was  returning  to  the  sympathies  of  his  earlier 
days,  and  that  his  coming  to  the  island  must  bring 
blessings  with  it.  Daniel  O'Connell,  the  orator  and 
tribune  of  the  Irish  people,  appears  to  have  been 
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thoroughly  impressed  with  the  same  hopes  and  the 
same  conviction,  and  he  brought  on  himself  some 
satirical  lines  from  Byron  in  scorn  of  his  credulity 
and  his  confidence.  We  shall  soon  have  occasion  to 
see  what  return  0' Conn  ell  got  for  his  loyalty  and  his 
devotion. 

The  last  of  the  great  Irish  patriots  of  the  past 
age,  Henry  Grattan,  had  been  buried  in  Westminster 
Abbey  the  year  before  George's  visit  to  Ireland.  It 
was  well  that  so  pure-minded  and  austere  a  lover  of 
his  country  should  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of 
taking  any  part  in  the  ceremonials  of  welcome  which 
attended  the  arrival  of  the  new  sovereign  in  Ireland. 
George  undoubtedly  received  what  seemed  to  be  a 
thoroughly  national  welcome,  for  it  was  fully 
believed  all  through  the  country  that  his  visit  was 
to  open  a  new  era  of  peace,  prosperity,  and  well- 
merited  loyalty  in  Ireland.  King  George  threw 
himself  thoroughly  into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion. 
He  acted  his  part  with  admirable  effect.  He  was 
sympathetic,  he  was  convivial,  he  was  pathetic,  he 
was  boisterous,  exactly  as  the  theatrical  effect  of  the 
moment  seemed  to  call  for  the  display  of  this  or  that 
emotion.  In  truth,  the  character  of  George  the 
Fourth  never  can  be  thoroughly  understood  unless 
we  are  able  to  see  how  much  of  the  artistic,  in  a 
certain  sense,  there  was  in  his  temperament.  He  had 
that  peculiar  gift  which  has  lately  come  to  be  called 
4  artistic ' — sincerely  by  some  critics,  satirically  by 
others — the  gift  which  enables  a  man  to  throw  his 
whole  soul  and  spirit  into  any  part  which  the  occa- 
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sion  calls  on  him  to  act.  George  was  almost  always 
playing  a  part,  but  it  was  his  artistic  temperament 
which  enabled  him  to  believe  that  he  actually  felt  at 
the  moment  the  very  emotions  which  he  tried  to 
express.  The  favourite  dramatic  type  of  the  con- 
scious hypocrite  and  the  deliberate  self-recognised 
deceiver  is  much  less  common  in  real  life  than  it  was 
believed  to  be  at  one  period  of  our  literary  history. 
We  may  take  it  for  granted  that  George  fully  be- 
lieved himself  to  be  acting  with  perfect  sincerity  on 
most  of  the  occasions  in  his  life  when  he  had  to  utter 
eloquent  sentiments  appropriate  to  the  scene  and  the 
hour,  or  to  fling  himself  into  the  different  humours  of 
those  whom,  at  different  times,  he  was  anxious  to 
please. 

During  his  public  performances — for  thus  they 
may  properly  be  called — in  Ireland  George  was 
sometimes  grave,  sometimes  gay ;  shed  tears  in  some 
places,  indulged  in  touches  of  buffoonery  in  others  ; 
and  wherever  he  went  seemed  to  be  giving  to  those 
around  him  only  the  most  sincere  outpouring  of  his 
own  humour  and  of  his  own  heart.  He  appears 
thoroughly  to  have  enjoyed  his  popularity,  and  to 
have  regarded  himself,  for  the  hour,  as  the  justly 
idolised  hero  of  the  land  which  he  had  come  to 
redeem  and  to  bless.  The  harbour  where  he  first 
landed  in  Ireland,  which  was  called  Dunleary  then, 
has  been  called  Kingstown  ever  since,  for  its  name 
was  changed  in  honour  of  the  monarch's  visit  to  his 
Irish  subjects.  The  tourist  who  has  just  arrived  at 
Kingstown  by  the  steamer  from  Holyhead,  and  who 
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takes  his  seat  in  the  train  for  Dublin,  may  see  from 
the  window  of  the  railway  carriage  an  obelisk,  not 
very  imposing  either  in  its  height  or  in  its  sculptured 
form,  which  seems  a  little  out  of  place  amid  the 
ordinary  accessories  of  a  railway  and  steamboat 
station.  This  is  the  monument  which  the  grateful 
authorities  of  the  Irish  capital  erected  to  commemo- 
rate the  spot  on  which  George  the  Fourth  had  set  his 
august  feet  when  he  landed  on  the  shores  of  Ireland. 
Except  for  the  obelisk  and  the  change  of  name 
there  was  not  much  done  to  keep  the  memory  of 
the  King  green  in  the  recollections  of  the  Irish 
people. 

On  August  12  George  landed  at  Dunleary,  where 
anxious  and  enthusiastic  crowds  had  long  been  wait- 
ing to  welcome  him.  He  was  received  with  universal 
cries  of,  '  The  King !  God  bless  him  ! '  to  which  he 
replied  by  waving  the  foraging  cap  which  he  had 
been  wearing,  and  crying  out,  '  God  bless  you  all ;  I 
thank  you  from  my  heart.'  Then  he  got  into  his 
carriage,  and  with  a  cavalcade  of  his  attendants  and 
a  concourse  of  admiring  followers  he  drove  to  the 
Viceregal  Lodge  in  Phoenix  Park,  some  eight  or 
nine  miles'  distance.  When  he  arrived  at  the  Lodge 
he  alighted  from  the  carriage  and  proclaimed  to  the 
crowd,  '  In  addressing  you  I  conceive  that  I  am 
addressing  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  yeomen  of  Ire- 
land. This  is  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my 
life.  I  feel  pleased  being  the  first  of  my  family  that 
set  foot  on  Irish  ground.  Early  in  my  life  I  loved 
Ireland,  and  I  rejoice  at  being  among  my  beloved 
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Irish  friends.  I  always  considered  them  such,  and 
this  day  proves  to  me  I  am  beloved  by  them.' 
Then  he  went  on  to  say  that  4  circumstances  of  a 
delicate  nature,'  to  which  it  was  needless  to  advert, 
had  prevented  him  from  visiting  them  earlier.  Eank, 
station,  and  honour  were  nothing  to  him,  but  '  to 
feel  that  I  live  in  the  hearts  of  my  Irish  subjects  is 
to  me  the  most  exalted  happiness.'  He  wound  up 
with  the  touching  words :  '  I  assure  you,  my  dear 
friends,  I  have  an  Irish  heart,  and  will  this  night 
give  a  proof  of  my  affection  towards  you,  as  I  am 
sure  you  will  towards  me,  by  drinking  your  health 
in  a  bumper  of  whiskey  punch.' 

This  speech  may  be  taken  as  the  keynote  of 
George's  behaviour  throughout  the  entire  visit. 
On  the  17th  of  the  month  he  made  his  grand 
State  entrance  into  Dublin  in  an  open  carriage 
drawn  by  eight  horses,  and  he  wore  in  his  hat  an 
enormous  bunch  of  shamrocks,  to  which,  by  repeated 
gestures,  he  kept  incessantly  calling  the  attention  of 
the  crowd.  More  than  once  as  he  gazed  upon 
his  admiring  followers  he  was  observed  to  shed 
tears.  Afterwards  he  attended  reviews,  showed 
himself  at  the  theatre,  was  present  at  a  great  ball 
at  the  Mansion  House,  received  an  entertainment 
at  Trinity  College,  and  visited  the  residences  of  some 
of  the  Irish  nobility.  He  talked  to  everybody,  and 
sometimes  in  his  conversation  showed  much  of  the 
good  sense  and  shrewdness  which  really  belonged  to 
him,  but  in  his  demeanour  towards  the  general 
multitude  he  always  enacted  the  part  of  an  enthusi- 
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astic  sovereign  whose  enthusiasm  sometimes  showed 
itself  in  the  form  of  what  might  have  been  called,  if 
he  were  not  a  sovereign,  outrageous  mountebankery. 
On  Monday,  September  3,  he  quitted  the  shores  of 
Ireland.  Just  before  his  departure  he  received  a 
deputation  headed  by  Daniel  O'Connell,  who  fell 
upon  his  knees,  and  in  that  attitude  of  loyal  devotion 
presented  his  Majesty  with  a  laurel  crown.  The 
King  was  particularly  gracious  to  O'Connell,  shook 
him  warmly  by  the  hand,  and  accepted  gratefully 
the  gift  offered  to  him,  and,  for  the  time,  O'Connell 
divided  the  applause  of  the  crowd  with  the  monarch. 
There  was  a  renewed  interchange  of  good  wishes 
and  blessings,  and  then  the  King  got  into  his  barge 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  steamer,  and  several  loyal 
Irishmen,  in  their  enthusiasm,  rushing  to  see  the  last 
of  him,  tumbled  into  the  sea,  and  with  some  diffi- 
culty rescued  themselves,  or  were  rescued,  from 
drowning. 

This  may  be  said  to  have  ended  the  royal  visit 
so  far  as  history  is  concerned,  for  although  the 
King's  return  to  England  was  delayed  for  several 
days  by  contrary  winds  he  had  nothing  more  to  do 
with  his  Irish  subjects.  Byron  wrote  some  satirical 
verses,  which  he  prefaced  with  the  words  of  Curran, 
the  great  Irish  advocate  and  orator,  describing  Ire- 
land like  '  a  bastinadoed  elephant  kneeling  to  receive 
the  paltry  rider,'  and  in  which  he  made  mockery  of 
O'Connell's  loyalty,  paid  a  just  and  generous  tribute 
to  Grattan,  and  proclaimed  sincerely  his  own  love 
for  Ireland  and  his  thorough  appreciation  of  her 
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national  cause.  Then  the  royal  visit  was  over,  and 
the  Irish  people  were  soon  to  learn  the  value  of  the 
King's  profession  of  sympathy  with  the  wishes  and 
the  wants  of  his  devoted  Irish  subjects.  A  curious 
illustration  of  the  sincerity  of  these  royal  sentiments 
may  be  found  in  a  letter  written  by  the  King  not 
very  long  after  to  his  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Liver- 
pool, and  marked  '  Most  secret  and  confidential.' 
The  letter  had  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a  new 
occupant  to  the  exalted  office  of  Primate  of  All  Ire- 
land, and  the  King  says :  '  I  do  not  like,  I  cannot 
reconcile  myself  to  have  the  Primacy  of  Ireland  filled 
by  an  Irishman.'  The  King,  when  writing  this  letter, 
appears  to  have  been  in  one  of  his  deeply  religious 
moods.  '  I  am  too  far  advanced  in  life,'  he  says, 
6  not  to  give  subjects  of  this  description  the  most 
serious  and  attentive  consideration.  It  is,  alas  !  but 
too  true  that  policy  is  too  often  obliged  to  interfere 
with  our  best  intentions,  but  I  do  think  where  the 
head  of  the  Church  is  concerned,  especially  at  such 
a  moment,  we  ought  alone  to  ba  influenced  by  reli- 
gious duty.  Do  not  be  surprised  at  this  scrupulous 
language,  for  I  am  quite  sincere.'  Very  likely  King 
George  was  quite  sincere  in  this  momentary  burst  of 
religious  emotion.  It  was  a  part  of  his  artistic 
nature  to  be  able  thus  to  fill  himself  with  any 
emotion  which  helped  out  the  performance  he  had 
in  hand ;  but  it  is  at  least  an  odd  comment  on  his 
recent  emotions  of  love  for  the  Irish  people  and 
absolute  trust  in  their  loyal  devotion,  that  he  could 
not  reconcile  himself  to  the  idea  of  allowing  any 
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Irishman  to  occupy  the  position  of  Primate  of  All 
Ireland.  There  was  no  question  in  this  of  Protestant 
against  Eoman  Catholic,  and  that  Coronation  Oath, 
which  had  in  the  former  reign  proved  so  formidable 
an  obstacle  to  the  recognition  of  any  Catholic  claims, 
was  in  no  wise  brought  into  question.  Nobody  sug- 
gested that  a  Eoman  Catholic  bishop  should  be  made 
Primate  of  All  Ireland,  but  it  was  strange  that  soon 
after  George's  reiterated  professions  of  love  for  his 
Irish  people  and  absolute  trust  in  them,  he  could  not 
reconcile  himself  to  the  idea  of  any  Protestant  bishop, 
however  meritorious,  being  raised  to  such  an  office  if 
the  Protestant  bishop  happened  to  be  an  Irishman. 

King  George  had  to  leave  his  capital  again  in 
order  to  visit  other  lands  where  he  had  subjects  to 
gratify  with  the  pleasure  of  his  presence.  He  paid 
a  visit  to  Hanover,  and  then  to  Scotland.  George, 
it  need  hardly  be  said,  was  King  of  Hanover  as  well 
as  of  England,  and  he  thought  it  right  that  he  should 
illumine  the  Hanoverians  with  the  light  of  his  royal 
countenance.  So  he  made  his  way  to  Hanover, 
taking  Brussels  in  his  course.  He  was  accompanied 
thus  far  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  other 
eminent  persons,  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of  sur- 
veying the  field  of  Waterloo,  and  having  all  the 
striking  points  of  the  battle-field  pointed  out  and 
explained  to  him  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  It 
would  appear  that  the  sovereign's  personal  survey 
of  the  field  on  which  Napoleon's  last  great  battle  had 
been  fought  only  served  to  strengthen  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  that  he  had  himself  taken  a  part, 
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and  even  a  distinguished  and  heroic  part,  in  that  im- 
mortal struggle.  Here  again  the  artistic  nature 
asserted  itself.  No  doubt  it  had  long  seemed  to 
George  that  the  heir  to  the  English  throne  ought  to 
have  taken  a  leading  part  in  a  battle  which  was  a 
turning-point  in  the  history  of  England,  and  by 
degrees  he  had  contrived  to  persuade  himself  into 
the  belief  that  he  had  actually  done  the  deeds  re- 
quired by  the  dramatic  fitness  of  things,  for  it  was 
well  known  that,  at  certain  seasons  of  inspiration,  he 
had  described  himself  as  leading  a  desperate  charge 
at  Waterloo.  Then  he  pursued  his  way  to  Hanover, 
and  he  made  much  the  same  demonstrations  of  deep 
emotion  as  those  which  had  delighted  the  crowds  at 
Dunleary  and  in  Dublin.  Again  and  again  he  pro- 
tested his  love  and  his  devotion  for  his  Hanoverian 
subjects,  again  and  again  he  accompanied  with  voice 
and  with  gesture  the  singing  of  patriotic  hymns,  and 
on  more  than  one  occasion  the  royal  eyes  were  seen 
to  be  streaming  over  with  sympathetic  tears. 

All  this,  however,  did  not  prevent  him  from 
sometimes  making  it  known  to  the  more  intimate 
companions  of  his  journey  that  he  was  greatly 
bored  by  the  Germans  in  general,  and  that  he  was 
particularly  disgusted  with  the  Hanoverians.  George 
had  always  some  chosen  favourite,  holding  important 
personal  office  in  his  courtly  retinue,  and  to  him,  in 
moments  of  relaxation,  he  occasionally  let  out  his 
real  feelings  with  regard  to  the  ceremonial  perform- 
ances which  he  believed  it  his  duty  to  get  through. 
Then  he  visited  Scotland,  and  was  welcomed  by  en- 
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thusiastic  crowds  at  Leith  and  in  Edinburgh.  While 
he  was  still  on  board  the  royal  vessel  at  Leith  he 
was  waited  on  by  several  distinguished  representa- 
tives of  Scottish  feeling,  and  among  others  by  no  less 
a  personage  than  Sir  Walter  Scott.  George  was  very 
gracious  in  his  reception  of  the  great  novelist,  and 
assured  Sir  Walter  that  he  was  the  one  man  in 
Scotland  whom  he  most  wished  to  see.  As  had  been 
the  fashion  during  his  visit  to  Ireland,  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  spirit-drinking  when  the  King  came  to 
testify  his  gratitude  for  the  loyal  welcome  given  to 
him  by  his  Scottish  subjects.  His  Majesty  poured 
out  with  his  own  hand  some  cherry  brandy  into  a 
glass,  which  he  tendered  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  Sir 
Walter  not  merely  drank  off  the  liquid  thus  com- 
mended to  him,  but  asked  permission  to  keep  the 
glass  as  a  perpetual  relic  of  the  royal  giver  and  of 
the  august  occasion.  Thackeray  tells  the  story  of 
the  incident  in  his  lecture  on  George  the  Fourth, 
and  we  cannot  do  better  than  describe  it  in  his  own 
words  :  '  When  George  the  Fourth  came  to  Edin- 
burgh,' says  Thackeray,  '  a  better  man  than  he  went 
on  board  the  royal  yacht  to  welcome  the  King  to 
his  kingdom  of  Scotland,  seized  a  goblet  from 
which  his  Majesty  had  just  drunk,  vowed  it  should 
remain  for  ever  as  an  heirloom  in  his  family,  clapped 
the  precious  glass  in  his  pocket  and  sat  down  on  it 
and  broke  it  when  he  got  home.'  One  can  easily 
imagine  how  the  sudden  fate  of  the  precious  relic 
must  have  amused  and  delighted  the  satirical  genius 
of  Thackeray,  who  could  not  quite  forgive  even  Sir 
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Walter  Scott  for  having  lent  himself  to  the  fulsome 
adulation  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  offer  to 
George  the  Fourth  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  his 
kingdom  of  Scotland. 

Thackeray,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been  a  little 
too  hard  upon  George,  and  to  have  regarded  him 
merely  as  a  worthless  profligate  and  buffoon, 
who  never  really  felt  any  of  the  generous  emotions 
which  the  sovereign  found  it  convenient  to  summon 
up  at  the  appropriate  seasons.  Our  own  study  of 
the  character  leads  us  to  the  opinion  already  ex- 
pressed, that  George  did  actually  believe  for  the 
time  in  the  full  sincerity  of  the  feelings  he  thought 
proper  to  call  into  action  on  the  occasion  of  an 
important  ceremonial,  and  that  the  feelings  were  no 
less  genuine  at  the  moment  than  those  which  came 
on  him  when  the  performance  was  over,  and  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  showing  the  new  state  of  his  mind 
in  the  reaction  of  weariness  caused  by  the  whole 
tiresome  proceedings.  George  went  through  the 
usual  rounds  of  visits  in  Scotland,  and  put  on  an 
appearance  of  absolute  enjoyment  during  the  public 
entertainments  and  popular  acclamations  which  he 
had  brought  upon  himself.  He  displayed  himself 
frequently  in  a  suit  of  Stuart  tartan  when  he  did 
not  array  himself  in  his  costume  as  a  field-marshal. 
We  read  that  during  the  singing  of  royal  songs  he 
not  only  beat  time  to  the  chorus,  but  actually 
accompanied  it  with  his  voice.  His  parting  words 
when  he  was  leaving  the  shores  of  Scotland  were  the 
deep-toned  and  thrilling  benediction,  <  God  bless  you 
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all ! '  The  loyal  chroniclers  of  the  time  proclaimed 
that  the  visit  to  Scotland  was  a  perfect  success,  and 
if  the  loyal  chroniclers  at  the  time  were  not  in  a 
position  to  know,  how  can  we  of  a  later  date,  who 
had  not  the  advantage  of  being  present  at  the  scene, 
or  even  of  being  alive  at  the  time,  pretend  to  dispute 
the  accuracy  of  their  estimate  ? 


CHAPTEE  LXV. 

GEORGE    CANNING. 

WE  have  seen  how  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
taken  against  the  Queen  deprived  the  Liverpool 
Ministry  of  the  services  of  its  most  brilliant  member, 
George  Canning.  Canning  had  made  up  his  mind 
from  the  beginning  that  he  could  not  appear  as  one 
of  the  Queen's  accusers,  although  he  had  consented, 
as  a  compromise,  to  the  omission  of  her  name  from 
the  Eoyal  Liturgy.  He  had  consented  to  this  com- 
promise because,  although  he  did  not  believe  in  the 
worst  of  the  charges  against  the  Queen,  he  could  not 
help  admitting  that  there  was  much  in  her  conduct 
which  rendered  her  unsuitable  as  the  reigning  consort 
of  the  King ;  and  at  the  time  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  King's  disapproval  of  her  actions  was  to  take 
the  form  of  a  prosecution  and  a  demand  for  divorce. 
He  had  applied  to  the  King  for  leave  to  resign  his 
office  in  the  Ministry,  and  had  only  been  induced  to 
remain  on  the  understanding  that  he  was  not  expected 
to  take  any  part  in  the  public  proceedings  against  the 
unhappy  Caroline.  When,  however,  it  became  evi- 
dent that  the  whole  question  would  be  raised  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  he  must  either  give  a 
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silent  assent  to  the  course  taken  by  the  King's 
advisers  or  publicly  condemn  it  there,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  send  in  his  resignation  of  his  place  in  the 
Ministry  and  to  stand  by  his  resolve.  Canning 
withdrew  from  office  and  became,  for  the  time, 
merely  a  private  member  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
King  George  got  it  into  his  mind  that  his  former 
minister  had  deserted  his  cause  at  an  anxious  arid 
critical  moment,  and  the  King,  who  was  flighty  enough 
in  most  of  his  purposes,  seldom  forgot  what  he 
regarded  as  an  injury.  He  never  forgave  Canning, 
although  the  time  was  now  coming  when  hardly  any 
choice  was  left  him  but  to  take  Canning  back  into  his 
service  again,  and  under  conditions  which  gave  to 
Canning  a  greater  influence  over  public  affairs  than 
he  had  ever  had  before. 

After  the  group  of  illustrious  men,  which  included 
the  elder  and  the  younger  Pitt,  Fox,  Burke,  and 
Sheridan,  had  disappeared  from  English  public  life, 
Canning  was  through  the  whole  of  his  career  the 
greatest  Parliamentary  orator  and  leader  in  England. 
Up  to  the  time  at  which  we  have  now  arrived,  he  had 
not  yet  won  his  highest  reputation  as  a  statesman. 
He  was  born  under  conditions  which  might  have  been 
depressing  and  disheartening  to  one  of  different  mould. 
His  father  was  a  man  of  old  family  and  well  connected, 
who  had  in  his  earlier  years  developed  some  taste 
for  literature,  and  was  regarded  by  most  of  his  rela- 
tives as  one  who  merely  brought  discredit  on  his 
kindred  by  his  mean  ambition  to  devote  himself  to 
the  profession  of  letters.  '\The  elder  Canning  does 
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not  seem,  however,  to  have  had  a  capacity  for 
making  a  real  success  in  that  way,  and,  indeed,  it 
would  appear  as  if  he  had  too  much  of  the  often 
fatal  gift  of  the  amateur  in  his  composition  to  allow 
him  to  concentrate  his  energies  on  any  one  pur- 
suit. He  sought  for  success  in  various  fields  and 
never  found  it,  and  he  died  soon  after  his  son, 
George  Canning,  was  born.  The  mother  of  the 
future  statesman  was  thus  left  a  widow  while  she  was 
still  young,  and,  as  she  had  great  beauty  and  believed 
that  she  had  a  vocation  for  the  stage,  she  did  her  best 
to  make  a  living  for  herself  and  her  child  by  becom- 
ing a  professional  actress.  She  was  not  much  of  an 
actress,  however,  and,  being  unable  to  make  any 
mark  in  London,  she  passed  for  a  time  into  the  pro- 
vinces, and  at  last  married  an  actor  and  disappeared 
from  historical  notice. 

Meanwhile,  the  education  of  George  Canning  the 
son  had  been  provided  for  by  his  uncle,  a  wealthy 
merchant  and  banker,  Stratford  Canning,  whose  son 
was  afterward  famous  as  Lord  Stratford  de  Kedcliffe, 
the  '  great  Elchi '  of  Kinglake.  This  uncle  seemed 
anxious  to  make  reparation  for  the  manner  in  which 
his  dead  brother  had  been  treated  by  the  family  in 
general.  The  young  Canning  was  sent  to  Eton  and 
to  Oxford,  and  began  to  study  for  the  Bar,  but  he 
displayed  such  distinct  talents  for  literature  and 
for  politics  that  there  seemed  little  likelihood  of  his 
devoting  himself  to  the  business  of  law.  He  soon 
became  known  at  Oxford  as  a  charming  poet,  a 
keen  and  brilliant  satirist,  and  a  public  speaker  en- 
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dowed  with  a  voice  of  marvellous  intonation  and 
an  exquisite  choice  of  words.  He  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Sheridan  and  of  Burke ;  by  Burke  he  was 
introduced  to  Pitt,  and  by  Sheridan  to  Fox,  and  it  is 
believed  to  have  been  on  the  suggestion  of  Pitt  that 
he  resolved  to  devote  himself  to  a  Parliamentary 
career.  He  married  a  woman  who  had  a  large 
fortune,  and  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  In  that  House  he  remained  silent  for  a 
whole  session  after  his  election,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  a  close  study  of  the  rules,  the  usages,  and  the 
manners  of  the  representative  chamber.  In  those  far- 
off  days  it  was  considered  becoming  on  the  part  of  a 
young  member  of  the  House  to  observe  a  modest 
silence  for  a  great  part  of  his  first  session,  and  to 
make  himself  familiar  with  the  assembly  before  he 
ventured  on  any  public  display  of  his  eloquence.  The 
time  had  not  yet  come  when  it  was  considered  humanly 
possible  for  a  member  of  Parliament  to  make  his  first 
speech  on  the  very  day  of  his  first  introduction  to  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Canning's  first  speech  was  a  distinct  success.  He 
was  thought  by  some  critics  to  have  imitated  too 
closely  the  magnificent  rhetorical  style  of  Burke,  but 
the  exquisite  voice  and  the  noble  elocution  of 
Canning  were  all  his  own  and  certainly  could  not 
have  been  improved  by  any  imitation  of  the  voice 
and  manner  of  Burke.  Many  of  Canning's  friends 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  young  member  would 
ally  himself  with  the  Whig  Opposition,  but  Canning 
at  once  presented  himself  as  the  devoted  follower  of 


1809.  CASTLEREAGH — CANNING.  47 

Pitt.  Canning  was  afterwards  the  foremost  among 
the  creators  of  the  '  Anti-Jacobin,'  a  famous  satirical 
periodical  set  up  to  throw  ridicule  on  the  principles 
and  sentiments  of  the  French  Eevolution,  and  of  all 
those  who  encouraged  its  levelling  theories  or  who 
aped  its  exalted  professions  of  humanity  and  of  uni- 
versal brotherhood.  Canning  made  his  way  rapidly 
in  public  life,  and  became  an  Under-Secretary  of  State 
three  years  after  his  election  to  the  House  ol 
Commons.  His  next  appointment  was  that  of  Trea- 
surer to  the  Navy,  and  in  1807  he  became  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  A  quarrel  began  between 
him  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  one  of  his  colleagues, 
arising  out  of  the  unfortunate  Walcheren  expedition, 
and  the  quarrel  resulted  in  a  duel,  after  the  fashion 
of  the  day,  in  which  Canning  received  a  wound. 

The  policy  of  Castlereagh  made  as  strong  a  contrast 
with  the  policy  of  Canning  as  even  the  contrast  which 
was  brought  under  the  notice  of  every  listener  by  the 
Parliamentary  speeches  of  the  two  men.  Canning 
was  master  of  a  polished  eloquence  which,  at  the 
time,  had  no  rival  in  either  House  of  Parliament. 
Castlereagh  was  one  of  the  most  singular  and  strik- 
ing illustrations  of  the  fact  that  a  man  may  some- 
times become  a  power  in  the  House  of  Commons 
without  the  slightest  gift  of  eloquence.  Canning  was  a 
master  of  phrase,  tone,  and  gesture.  Castlereagh's 
language  was  commonplace,  uncouth,  and  sometimes 
even  ridiculous,  and  it  happened  only  too  often  that 
in  his  anxiety  to  get  his  words  out  he  became  posi- 
tively inarticulate.  His  policy  represented  the  ideas 
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of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  their  narrowest  and  most  re- 
actionary meaning  ;  while  Canning,  although  entirely 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  mere  revolution,  had  an 
utter  contempt  for  the  notion  that  a  conclave  of 
European  sovereigns  could  lay  down  limits  and 
laws  for  the  growth  and  the  government  of  all  the 
European  nationalities.  The  policy  of  Castlereagh 
has  long  since  ceased  to  have  any  believers  even 
among  the  advisers  of  autocratic  sovereigns,  while  the 
policy  of  Canning  is  the  recognised  creed  of  states- 
manship all  over  the  civilised  world. 

Canning  resigned  his  office  as  Foreign  Secretary 
in  1809,  and  was  for  a  short  time  sent  on  a  special 
embassy  to  the  Court  of  Lisbon.  Then  he  became 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  which  may  be  said 
to  have  divided  at  that  time  the  management  of  our 
Indian  possessions  with  the  East  India  Company,  and 
he  held  this  important  office  for  about  four  years. 
Meanwhile  he  had  resigned  his  seat  for  Newport,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  had  been  elected  as  representative 
of  the  great  and  growing  port  of  Liverpool  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  visitor  to  Liverpool  at  the 
present  day  can  hardly  go  far  through  the  great  city 
without  meeting  some  memorial  of  the  veneration  in 
which  the  illustrious  name  of  Canning  is  held  by  the 
dwellers  on  the  Mersey.  A  vacancy  arose  in  the  office 
of  Governor-General  of  India,  and  the  Directors  of  the 
East  India  Company  invited  Canning  to  accept  the 
splendid  and  commanding  position.  Canning  at  once 
made  up  his  mind  to  close  with  the  offer.  The  posi- 
tion would  in  many  ways  have  suited  his  genius,  his 
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deep  interest  in  the  government  of  states,  and  the 
freshness  of  his  ideas  on  all  subjects  connected  with 
the  growth  of  the  Empire.  Moreover,  he  knew  that  he 
had  offended  the  King,  and  that  George  was  not  a 
man  likely  to  forgive  such  an  offence,  and  he  thought 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that,  for  the  present  at  least, 
there  was  not  much  prospect  for  him  of  advancement 
in  English  political  life.  Many  of  his  friends  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  him  against  accepting  a  posi- 
tion which  would  make  him  an  exile  from  England 
at  a  time  when  England's  interests  on  the  European 
continent  required  just  such  a  genius  as  his  to  guide 
her  foreign  policy,  and  they  felt  sure  that  the  time 
could  not  be  far  distant  when  he  must  be  invited  to 
resume  his  former  place  in  the  Administration. 
Canning,  however,  held  to  his  purpose,  accepted  the 
offer  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  went  to  Liver- 
pool in  order  to  take  farewell  of  his  constituency 
before  setting  out  on  his  voyage  to  the  scene  of  his 
new  duties. 

He  stayed  while  in  Liverpool  at  Seaforth  House, 
the  residence  of  Mr.  John  Gladstone,  one  of  the  mer- 
chant princes  of  Liverpool,  whose  son  William  Ewart 
Gladstone  was  afterwards  to  make  the  name  of  the 
family  famous  in  history.  During  his  stay  at  Sea- 
forth House,  Canning  used  to  spend  much  of  his  time 
gazing  out  upon  the  sea,  while  the  little  boy  William 
Ewart  Gladstone  played  on  the  lawn  near  him.  It 
was  here  that  Canning  heard  the  news  which  led 
to  an  entire  change  in  his  purpose,  and  opened 
the  way  to  his  greatest  success.  His  late  colleague, 
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his  late  rival,  Castlereagh,  was  dead — had  died  by 
his  own  hand.  Castlereagh  had  lately  succeeded  to 
his  father's  title,  and  had  become  Marquis  of  Lon- 
donderry ;  but  as  the  marquisate  was  only  an  Irish 
peerage  he  could  still  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons 
as  the  chosen  representative  of  an  English  constitu- 
ency. His  mind  had  seemed,  for  some  time,  to  be 
darkened  by  troubles  of  which  he  gave  no  account 
to  his  friends,  and  he  suddenly  committed  suicide. 
There  are  many  conjectures  and  suggested  explana- 
tions as  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  act,  but  all  we 
know  for  certain  is  that  the  strong  mind  seemed 
suddenly  to  give  way,  and  that  Castlereagh  could 
endure  life  no  longer.  Seldom,  indeed,  has  the 
death  of  a  public  man  in  modern  times  been  received 
with  any  such  demonstrations  as  those  which  in 
many  places  followed  the  news  that  Castlereagh  had 
done  himself  to  death.  In  every  community  all  over 
the  country,  and  indeed  all  over  Europe  and  the 
civilised  world,  there  were  those  who  proclaimed  that 
the  death  of  such  a  man  was  a  positive  blessing  to 
the  human  race.  Wherever  men  were  struggling 
against  despotism  and  suffering  from  tyranny,  there 
were  those  who  felt  and  who  declared  that  the  de- 
parture of  Castlereagh  from  this  world  was  a  benefit 
to  humanity  at  large. 

Yet  the  man  himself  had  not  a  cruel  or  an  ignoble 
nature.  He  had  through  all  his  life  friends  who 
loved  him,  and  whose  love  his  private  character 
and  conduct  had  well  deserved.  But  he  had  made 
himself  the  English  representative  of  the  policy  of 
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the  Holy  Alliance  at  a  time  when  every  lover  of 
liberty,  and  every  believer  in  the  development  of 
free  institutions  and  the  beneficent  results  of  their 
working,  must  have  felt  that  even  the  excesses  of  the 
French  Eevolution  gave  no  excuse  for  the  deliberate 
setting  up  of  the  doctrine  of  combined  despotism. 
Men  of  liberal  opinions  were  in  an  especially  angry 
mood  just  then  because  England  seemed  to  have 
gone  in  deliberately  for  the  policy  which  authorised 
the  '  crowned  conspirators,'  as  Sydney  Smith  called 
them,  to  impose  their  edicts  on  the  whole  continent 
of  Europe.  This  condition  of  things  may  help  to 
explain  the  cry  of  rejoicing  with  which  the  news 
of  Castlereagh's  suicide  was  received  in  so  many 
places.  The  London  crowd  who  followed  the  funeral 
procession  to  Westminster  Abbey  greeted  the  re- 
moval of  the  coffin  with  yells  of  execration.  Byron 
wrote  verses  of  savage  bitterness  about  the  dead  man 
and  his  deed  of  self-murder — wrote  some  verses 
which  no  English  publisher  now  would  put  into 
print. 

The  death  of  Castlereagh  became  a  turning-point 
in  the  career  of  Canning.  The  whole  voice  of 
Liberal  public  opinion  at  once  proclaimed  that  Can- 
ning was  the  only  man  left  in  the  country  who  was 
capable  of  redeeming  England's  foreign  policy  from 
the  discredit  and  disgrace  brought  upon  it  by  Castle- 
reagh's Administration.  Even  Lord  Liverpool  him- 
self soon  came  to  see  that  there  was  no  other  course 
left  to  him  than  to  recommend  the  King  to  offer  to 
Canning  the  place  of  Foreign  Secretary.  The  King 
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at  first  fought  hard  against  the  advice  of  his  Prime 
Minister.  The  letters  which  passed  between  him  and 
Lord  Liverpool  are  a  curiosity  in  their  way.  George 
had  evidently  persuaded  himself  that  Canning  was  a 
monster  of  ingratitude,  who  had  committed  a  posi- 
tively unpardonable  offence  against  his  lord  and 
master.  Indeed,  it  was  only  by  playing  upon  the 
King's  personal  vanity  that  Lord  Liverpool  at  last 
brought  him  to  accept  the  wholesome  advice  tendered 
to  him.  Lord  Liverpool  reminded  George  again  and 
again  that  one  of  the  noblest  of  a  monarch's  pre- 
rogatives was  his  power  to  grant  forgiveness  to  any 
repentant  sinner.  George  was  probably  beginning  to 
be  weary  of  the  discussion,  and  perhaps  had  natural 
shrewdness  enough  to  see  that  it  could  only  end  in 
one  way.  He  therefore  seemed  to  be  taken  by  the 
appeal  made  to  his  generosity  for  pardon  to  a  peni- 
tent offender,  and  he  consented  to  make  approaches 
to  Canning  with  regard  to  the  office  of  Foreign  Secre- 
tary. At  first,  however,  the  King  made  so  ostenta- 
tious a  profession  of  his  magnanimous  desire  to 
pardon  the  remorseful  wrong- doer  that  Canning 
could  not  bring  himself  to  accept  the  abject  position 
which  his  sovereign  was  arranging  for  him.  He 
therefore  declined  at  first  to  take  any  office  under 
such  conditions,  and  the  King  had  to  come  down 
from  his  high  horse  and  treat  with  his  subject  in 
less  arrogant  fashion.  The  King,  at  last,  so  far 
modified  his  language  as  to  leave  the  prerogative 
of  mercy  out  of  the  question,  and  Canning,  by  the 
advice  of  all  his  friends  and  supporters,  consented  to 
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become  once  more  a  member  of  the  Administration 
and  to  undertake  the  duties  of  Foreign  Secretary. 

This,  we  have  said,  was  the  turning-point  in  the 
career  of  Canning.  It  was  also  a  turning-point  in 
the  modern  history  of  England.  The  violence  of  the 
reaction  against  the  principles  of  the  French  Eevo- 
lution  had  spent  itself,  and  the  public  mind  of  this 
country  was  beginning  to  see  that  the  turbulence  of 
democracy  was  not  likely  to  be  safely  dealt  with  by 
the  setting  up  of  despotism.  Canning  himself  was  a 
living  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  many  great 
intellects  had  been  affected  by  the  course  of  events 
between  the  fall  of  Napoleon  and  the  death  of  Castle- 
reagh.  Canning  in  his  earlier  days  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  theories  and  doctrines  of  popular  liberty,  and 
we  have  seen  that  up  to  the  time  of  his  actually 
entering  Parliament  it  was  generally  believed  he 
would  rank  himself  with  the  Whig  Opposition.  But, 
like  many  other  men  who  loved  liberty  too,  he  had 
been  alarmed  by  the  aggressive  policy  of  Napoleon, 
and  he  believed  that  the  position  of  England  was  best 
guaranteed  by  the  later  policy  of  Pitt.  Then  came 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  the  deliberate  attempt 
to  reconstruct  the  map  of  continental  Europe,  and  to 
decree  the  destinies  of  nations  according  to  the  des- 
potic principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance. 

Canning  soon  recognised  the  fact,  obvious  enough, 
one  might  have  thought  even  to  a  man  of  intellect  far 
lower  than  that  of  Canning,  that  the  traditions,  the 
instincts,  and  the  feelings  of  a  people  must  count  for 
something  in  the  form  and  manner  of  their  govern- 
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ment,  and  that  there  are  forces  at  work  in  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  peoples  which  can  no  more  be  governed 
by  imperial  and  royal  decrees  than  can  the  forces  of 
physical  nature  itself.  He  had  unconsciously  antici- 
pated in  his  own  mind  that  doctrine  of  nationalities 
which  afterwards  came  to  play  so  momentous  and 
so  clearly  recognised  a  part  in  the  politics  of  the 
world.  He  saw  how  the  policy  of  Castlereagh  had 
made  England  the  recognised  ally  of  all  the  old-world 
theories  of  divine  right  and  unconditional  loyalty, 
and  had  made  her  a  fellow -worker  with  the  sovereigns 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  for  the  restoration  of  tyranny  all 
over  the  European  continent.  He  understood  the 
nature  and  the  meaning  of  the  new  forces  which  were 
coming  up  in  political  life ;  he  saw  that  the  French 
Eevolution  was  not  destined  to  end  in  the  mere  re- 
storation of  mediasval  despotism.  He  saw  that  the 
American  Eevolution  had  opened  a  new  chapter  in 
the  history  of  the  modern  world,  and  that  no  man, 
whether  he  called  himself  Tory  or  Whig,  was  fit  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  England's 
foreign  policy  who  had  not  learned  the  lessons  taught 
by  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  open- 
ing years  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Canning  had 
much  of  that  imaginative  faculty  without  which 
there  can  hardly  be  any  real  statesmanship.  Even 
his  gift  of  humour  helped  him  in  this  way.  He  was 
able  to  understand  the  feelings,  the  tempers,  and  the 
conditions  of  men  with  whom  he  had  little  oppor- 
tunity of  personal  contact.  He  could  bring  himself 
into  sympathy  with  the  aspirations  of  peoples  who 
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were  wholly  foreign  in  race  to  him,  and  who  would 
have  been  mere  foreigners  and  nothing  else  in  the 
eyes  of  many  of  his  political  colleagues. 

If  Lord  Londonderry  had  lived  and  had  con- 
tinued, as  no  doubt  he  would  have  done,  to  hold  the 
Foreign  Office,  he  would  have  been  England's  repre- 
sentative at  the  Congress  of  Verona.  The  new 
chances  opened  by  his  death  inspired  that  demand 
for  the  services  of  Canning  which  compelled  the  King 
at  last  to  yield  and  invite  Canning  back  to  his  old 
place.  The  Congress  of  Verona  was  in  fact  a  reas- 
sembling of  the  Holy  Alliance  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  once  more  into  consideration  the  disturbed 
state  of  Europe,  and  laying  down  once  more  the 
lines  of  the  only  policy  which,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  the  despotic  sovereigns  and  their  minis- 
ters, could  restore  peace  to  the  Continent.  The  dis- 
turbances arose  simply  from  the  fact  that  some  of 
the  European  populations  were  rising  up  against  the 
policy  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  and  were  agitating  for 
the  principles  of  constitutional  government.  The 
immediate  and  ostensible  object  for  the  summoning 
of  the  Congress  was  the  fact  that  Greece  had  been 
trying  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  Turkey,  and  that  the 
leading  members  of  the  Holy  Alliance  believed  it  was 
their  business  and  their  right  to  say  what  was  to  be 
done  with  Greece,  and  whether  or  not  it  was  for  their 
convenience  that  she  should  be  held  in  perpetual 
bondage. 

But  there  were  troubles  also  in  Spain,  because 
the  Spanish  sovereign  had  been  giving  way  to  the 
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desire  of  his  people  for  a  system  of  constitutional 
government  and  for  the  recognition  of  the  principle 
that  a  people  has  something  to  do  with  the  making 
as  well  as  with  the  obeying  of  laws.  The  restored 
Bourbon  Government  in  France  declared  that  it  saw 
dangers  to  its  own  rights  and  its  own  security  in 
these  concessions  to  popular  demand,  made  in  a 
country  which  was  only  divided  from  French  terri- 
tory by  the  barrier  of  the  Pyrenees.  It  was  intimated 
in  the  clearest  manner  that  the  Bourbon  Government 
of  France  would  be  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  under- 
take armed  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Spain  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Spaniards  from  thus  setting  a 
bad  example  to  the  subjects  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty. 
Then  the  condition  of  Poland  was  giving  some  alarm 
to  the  despotic  monarchs  of  the  Continent  everywhere ; 
for,  if  Poland  were  to  rise  and  were  allowed  to  assert 
its  liberty,  who  could  tell  on  what  soil,  sacred  to 
despotism,  other  rebellious  movements  might  not  also 
break  out !  Therefore,  the  monarchs  of  the  Holy 
Alliance  were  much  perturbed,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  as  the  Congress  of  Vienna  had  not 
succeeded  in  enforcing  all  its  edicts,  the  only  wise 
thing  would  be  to  call  together  another  Congress,  to 
be  held  this  time  at  Verona,  and  there  go  over 
all  the  work  again  with  greater  vigour  and  deter- 
mination. 

Now  it  was  unavoidable  that  England  should  be 
invited  to  take  part  in  this  Congress,  seeing  that,  but 
for  the  assistance  given  by  England,  there  would 
never  have  been  a  chance  for  even  the  Congress  of 
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Vienna  to  make  any  attempt  at  the  regulation  of 
Europe.  Besides,  it  was  well  known  that  Lord 
Londonderry  had  been  a  main  instrument  in  the 
formation  and  execution  of  the  plans  laid  down  by 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  although  England,  on 
that  occasion,  had  not  been  able  to  go  quite  as  far 
as  her  allies  would  have  wished  her  to  accompany 
them,  yet  it  was  not  thought  possible  to  leave 
England  without  an  invitation  to  be  represented  at 
the  Congress  of  Verona.  On  the  death  of  Lord 
Londonderry  it  was  resolved  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment to  send  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  Verona. 
The  Duke  had  never  professed  any  particular  ideas 
of  his  own  with  regard  to  foreign  policy,  but  he  was 
the  most  loyal  of  men  in  obeying  the  instructions  of 
those  who  were  properly  authorised  to  direct  his 
movements,  and  in  whom  he  could  place  his  confi- 
dence. When  Canning  consented  to  accept  office 
the  Duke  at  once  put  himself  into  communication 
with  the  new  Foreign  Secretary,  and  wrote  to  him 
from  Paris  informing  Canning  of  his  belief  that  the 
Spanish  question  would  be  brought,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  under  the  consideration  of  the  Congress, 
and  asking  Canning  for  instructions  as  to  the  course 
which  he  ought  to  adopt.  Canning  despatched  a 
reply  to  the  Duke,  one  passage  of  which  may  be 
regarded  as  a  full  illustration  of  the  new  principle 
which  he  had  determined  to  establish  in  England's 
foreign  policy.  The  words  of  the  great  statesman 
cannot  be  read  with  too  close  an  attention.  Canning 
declares  that,  '  If  there  be  a  determined  project  to 
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interfere  by  force  or  by  menace  in  the  present 
struggle  in  Spain,  so  convinced  are  his  Majesty's 
Government  of  the  uselessness  and  danger  of  any 
such  interference,  so  objectionable  does  it  appear  to 
them  in  principle  as  well  as  in  practical  execution, 
that  when  the  necessity  arises — or  I  would  rather 
say  when  the  opportunity  offers — I  am  to  instruct 
your  Grace  at  once  frankly  and  peremptorily  to 
declare  that  to  any  such  interference,  come  what 
may,  his  Majesty  will  not  be  a  party.' 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  faithfully  obeyed  the 
instructions  which  had  been  given  to  him.  He  made 
it  clear  to  the  Congress  of  Yerona  that  England 
would  not  sanction  any  project  for  the  interference 
of  foreign  sovereigns  with  the  domestic  affairs  of 
Spain.  When  the  Duke  found  that  his  arguments 
and  his  remonstrances  were  of  no  avail  he  withdrew 
from  the  Congress  altogether  and  left  the  members 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  to  take  on  themselves  the  full 
responsibility  of  their  own  policy.  Now  it  would  be 
hardly  possible  to  overrate  the  importance  of  the  step 
thus  taken  by  England  at  a  great  crisis  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Europe.  The  reign  of  George  the  Fourth 
would  be  memorable  in  history  if  it  had  been  con- 
secrated by  nothing  but  this  event.  The  utter  dis- 
ruption between  the  old  State  policy  and  the  new 
was  proclaimed  by  the  instructions  which  Canning 
sent  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  which  were 
faithfully  carried  out  by  the  Duke.  No  English 
Government  has,  in  later  days Aptured  to  profess 
openly  any  other  foreign  policy Tnan  that  announced 
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by  Canning.  Other  ministers  in  later  times  may  have 
attempted,  now  and  then,  to  swerve  from  it  in  this 
direction  and  in  that,  and  to  cover  their  evasion  of 
it  by  specious  pleas,  but  the  new  doctrine  set  up  by 
Canning  has  never  since  his  time  found  avowed  apos- 
tates among  English  statesmen.  It  would  have  been 
well  if  such  a  principle  could  have  inspired  the 
foreign  policy  of  England  in  the  days  when  the  French 
Ee volution  broke  out,  and  if  England  had  then  pro 
claimed  that  she  would  be  no  party  to  any  attempt 
made  by  foreign  States  to  prevent  the  people  of 
France  from  settling  their  own  systems  of  govern- 
ment for  themselves.  Europe  might  have  been  saved 
a  series  of  disastrous  wars.  France  might  have  been 
relieved  from  counter-revolutions,  seasons  of  anarchy, 
and  seasons  of  military  despotism.  England  might 
long  have  had  friendly  neighbours  where  even  yet 
she  has  perhaps  only  concealed  enemies. 

The  designs  of  the  Holy  Alliance  soon  made 
themselves  manifest.  The  French  Government  had 
brought  so  much  pressure  to  bear  on  the  feeble 
King  of  Spain  that  he  revoked  the  Constitution  which, 
at  a  better  moment,  he  had  granted  to  his  people. 
There  was  an  attempt  at  revolution  in  Spain,  and  the 
attempt  was  put  down  by  the  strong  hand  with  the 
assistance  of  France,  and  the  leading  rebels  were  at 
once  conducted  to  the  scaffold.  Portugal  still  kept 
those  free  institutions  which  England  had  enabled 
her  to  preserve,  and  still  retained  her  sympathy  with 
freedom.  Canning  soon  saw  that  a  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  French  Government  was  to  bring 
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Portugal  also  into  subjection,  and  against  this  danger 
he  provided  by  a  bold  announcement  of  policy.  He 
declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  if  Portugal 
were,  of  her  own  accord,  to  engage  herself  in  a  war 
with  France,  the  English  Government  would  not  feel 
bound  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  struggle,  but 
that  if  the  King  of  Spain  were  to  accept  or  call  in 
the  assistance  of  the  King  of  France  to  suppress 
Portugal,  the  Government  of  England  would  put  its 
armies  into  the  field  to  maintain  its  ancient  ally. 
Then  there  arose  a  great  question  concerning  the 
Spanish  colonies  and  possessions  across  the  Atlantic. 
The  policy  of  France  was  to  enable  Spain  to  recon- 
quer some  of  her  American  colonies  which  had  long 
been  withdrawing  themselves  from  their  condition  of 
subjection,  and  the  scheme  of  French  statesmen 
evidently  was  that  Spain  should  hand  over  some  of 
her  American  possessions  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude 
to  France  for  the  services  she  had  rendered  to  the 
cause  of  absolutism  in  Spain. 

On  this  question,  too,  Canning  announced  to  the 
House  of  Commons  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  English  Government  which  put  an  effectual  stop 
to  this  audacious  policy.  Canning  declared  that, 
although  Spain  had  long  since  lost  any  real  control 
over  her  Transatlantic  colonies,  yet  if  she  were  to 
attempt  their  actual  reconquest  for  herself  England, 
however  little  in  sympathy  with  such  a  purpose, 
might  not  feel  that  it  was  any  part  of  her  business 
to  interfere  by  force  of  arms.  But  he  went  on  to 
tell  the  House  that,  if  Spain  should  claim  the  right 
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to  hand  over  any  of  those  colonies  to  France  as 
a  part  of  the  policy  arranged  between  France  and 
Spain,  the  English  Government  would  then  intervene 
directly  and  at  once  on  behalf  of  the  Spanish- 
American  colonies.  This  was  the  course  of  action 
which  Canning  described  to  the  House  of  Commons 
in  an  immortal  phrase  when  he  told  the  House  '  that 
he  had  called  in  the  New  World  to  redress  the  balance 
of  the  Old.'  No  words  employed  by  an  English 
minister  during  the  last  century  have  been  more 
often  quoted,  and  none  have  ever  more  thoroughly 
justified  themselves  in  history.  The  schemes  of  the 
French  and  the  Spanish  Bourbons  were  blighted  in 
the  bud  by  Canning's  memorable  declaration. 

Canning  had  indeed  called  in  the  New  World  to 
redress  the  balance  of  the  Old  in  a  sense  more  com- 
plete than  the  accepted  meaning  of  his  words,  at  the 
time,  appeared  to  signify.  He  had  secured  for  his 
policy  the  moral  co-operation  of  the  New  World's 
greatest  power — the  Eepublic  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  on  the  inspiration  of  Canning  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  embodied  in  a  message  to 
Congress  that  declaration  of  principle  which  has 
ever  since  been  known  as  the  Monroe  doctrine. 
President  Monroe,  who  knew  well  that  he  was  pro- 
claiming no  doctrine  which  his  influence  and  his 
authority  with  his  country  would  not  enable  him  to 
carry  out,  made  known  to  Congress  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  warn  European  sovereigns  against  the 
danger  of  setting  up  their  systems  in  any  part  of 
the  New  World.  The  United  States,  according  to 
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President  Monroe's  declaration,  had  no  idea  of  inter- 
fering with  existing  systems,  but  if  European  sove- 
reigns were  to  set  up  governments  of  their  own  on 
any  other  part  of  the  American  continent  and 
against  the  wishes  of  the  populations,  the  United 
States  must  regard  any  such  attempt  as  a  menace 
and  a  danger  to  the  American  Eepublic.  This  is  in 
substance  the  meaning  of  that  Monroe  doctrine  which 
has  often  been  criticised  unfairly  or  ignorantly  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  its  proclamation  was 
undoubtedly  due,  at  the  time,  to  the  advice  which 
came  from  George  Canning.  President  Monroe  never 
meant  to  say  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  had  any  idea  of  interfering  with  British  North 
America  or  with  the  Empire  of  Brazil.  The  Canadian 
provinces  of  Great  Britain  were,  of  course,  perfectly 
free  to  remain  a  loyal  part  of  the  British  Empire 
so  long  as  it  suited  the  interests  and  the  inclinations 
of  the  Canadians.  If  the  people  of  Brazil  chose  to 
be  governed  by  an  emperor,  the  United  States 
Government  did  not  assert  any  right  to  interfere 
with  their  choice.  But  what  the  Monroe  doctrine 
did  declare  was  that  if  any  foreign  sovereigns 
attempted  to  bring  liberated  American  colonies 
again  under  their  sway,  or  to  set  up  by  force  new 
subject  colonies  on  American  shores  against  the 
wishes  of  the  populations  concerned,  the  United 
States  must  regard  such  action  as  a  menace  and  a 
danger  to  the  American  Eepublic,  and  must  not  be 
expected  to  look  quietly  on  without  any  attempt  at 
intervention.  This  was,  in  the  truest  sense,  the 
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announcement  of  a  policy  of  peace,  for  it  frankly 
made  known  to  the  despotic  rulers  of  the  Old 
World  what  their  risk  must  be  if  they  ventured  on 
the  futile  experiment  of  setting  up  despotic  states 
on  the  shores  of  the  New  World. 

It  would  have  been  well  indeed  if  European 
monarchs  at  a  later  day  had  always  remembered  the 
warning  and  rightly  estimated  its  weight.  It  would 
have  been  well  for  Louis  Napoleon  if  at  the  zenith  of 
his  imperial  success  he  had  studied  that  message  of 
President  Monroe  and  properly  interpreted  its  mean- 
ing. Such  a  course  would  have  prevented  him  from 
making  his  ill-starred  attempt  to  set  up  a  Mexican 
Empire  by  the  force  of  French  arms  on  the  ruins  of 
a  subjugated  Mexican  Eepublic.  It  would  have  saved 
him  from  defeat  and  disaster,  and  would  have  saved 
the  unhappy,  ill-advised,  and  gallant  Maximilian,  his 
puppet  emperor,  from  a  tragic  fate.  The  attempt 
to  retrieve  the  disgrace  of  his  enforced  withdrawal 
from  Mexico  led  Louis  Napoleon  into  that  policy  of 
the  desperate  gambler's  last  throw  which  ended  in 
the  occupation  of  Paris  and  the  fall  of  the  Second 
Empire. 

Meanwhile  the  policy  of  Canning  had  accom- 
plished its  purpose.  The  Congress  of  Yerona  had 
been  an  idle  piece  of  business,  the  sovereigns  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  had  found  that  their  day  was  done, 
and  the  New  World  had  been  successfully  called  in 
to  redress  the  balance  of  the  Old. 
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CHAPTEE  LXVI. 

THE    CLOSE    OF   CANNING'S   CAREER. 

THE  King  was  at  first  disposed  to  show  some  alarm 
at  the  bold  policy  of  Canning.  George,  to  do  him 
justice,  was  in  general  a  lover  of  peace,  and  for  a 
while  he  did  not  see  how  the  declarations  of  his 
Foreign  Minister  could  lead  to  anything  less  than  an 
outbreak  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  Continental  sove- 
reigns, who  thus  seemed  to  be  challenged  to  assert 
what  they  believed  to  be  their  rights.  His  doubt 
and  dread  took  the  form  of  more  or  less  concealed 
grumblings  against  Canning,  and  efforts  to  induce 
his  other  ministers  to  make  a  common  cause  with  him 
against  the  adventurous  Foreign  Minister.  Canning, 
however,  saw  that  the  crisis  which  he  had  to  face 
was  one  which  makes  a  bold  and  resolute  policy, 
frankly  avowed  on  the  part  of  a  strong  Government, 
the  best  or  the  only  means  of  securing  peace.  He 
was  able,  after  a  while,  to  impress  his  royal  master 
with  the  justice  of  his  belief,  and  the  King  graciously 
received  the  envoy  accredited  to  his  Court  on  behalf 
of  one  of  the  new  American  Eepublics.  Then  the 
rest  of  the  work  went  on  smoothly,  the  lines  of 
the  new  policy  were  laid  down,  and  the  sovereigns 
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of  the  Holy  Alliance  did  not  venture  to  transgress 
them. 

The  King  was,  at  all  times,  much  in  the  habit  of 
attempting  to  make  encroachments  on  the  proper 
domain  of  any  minister  who  had  the  courage  and 
the  strength  to  oppose  him,  and  Canning  had  to 
endure  a  good  deal  of  interference  of  this  kind. 
The  Foreign  Minister  patiently  and  steadfastly  held 
his  own,  and  George  did  not  see  his  way  to  come 
to  any  open  rupture.  The  King  found  it  hard  to 
make  up  his  mind  to  settle  down  to  the  part  of  a 
purely  constitutional  sovereign.  Perhaps  the  part 
had  not  yet  been  clearly  enough  evolved  from  the 
conditions  of  the  time,  and  George,  even  when  he 
had  the  best  intentions,  was  always  lapsing  back 
into  the  way  of  his  predecessors.  George  was  a 
great  letter-writer.  To  adopt  a  modern  phrase,  he 
'  fancied  himself '  as  a  composer  of  State  papers.  It 
seems  marvellous  now  that  a  man  so  lazy  by  nature 
should  have  found  the  time  to  pen  so  many  docu- 
ments of  the  kind.  Perhaps  even  in  the  most 
commonplace  ways  of  life  we  are  often  compelled  to 
wonder  at  the  amount  of  work  a  man  habitually 
lazy  can  sometimes  contrive  to  cram  into  his  day's 
doings.  George  was  now  as  much  addicted  to 
indolence,  to  mere  amusement,  and  to  pleasures,  as 
he  had  been  during  earlier  seasons  of  his  career. 
He  was  just  as  fond  of  the  society  of  his  intimates 
and  of  all  the  pastimes  and  social  enjoyments  in 
which  he  and  they  delighted.  He  had  not  reformed 
any  of  his  habits,  and  his  growing  years  did  not 
VOL.  iv.  F 
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bring  him  any  steady  resolve  to  apply  himself  to  the 
actual  business  of  his  position.  Yet  he  seemed  to 
be  frequently  inspired  by  fitful  desires  to  display 
himself  as  the  genuine  ruler  of  a  State  and  to  let 
his  ministers  know  that  they  must  not  attempt  to  do 
without  him. 

One  of  the  King's  prime  favourites  was  Sir  William 
Knighton,  who  had  begun  by  being  a  physician,  had 
made  his  way  into  Court  circles,  and  become  the 
private  and  confidential  adviser  of  the  King.  Sir 
William  Knighton  had  been  appointed  to  the  office 
of  Keeper  of  the  Eoyal  Purse,  and  in  that  capacity 
he  had  rendered  much  service  to  George  by  en- 
deavouring with  skill  and  pertinacity  to  keep  income 
and  expenditure  on  something  more  nearly  approadi- 
ing  to  a  balance  than  had  been  the  way  in  former 
days.  Knighton's  was  not  exactly  a  State  office  and 
it  gave  him  no  position  among  ministers,  but  the 
King  constantly  used  him  as  a  go-between  when  he 
desired  to  have  private  dealings  with  any  of  his 
recognised  advisers,  and  Knighton  was  the  recipient 
of  his  most  confidential  communications.  From  the 
letters  and  memoranda  which  belong  to  this  time 
we  are  enabled  to  learn  much  of  the  real  feelings  of 
King  George  towards  some  of  his  ministers,  and  to 
understand  the  difficulties  with  which  Canning  had 
to  deal  while  endeavouring  to  make  his  enlightened 
policy  the  accepted  and  recognised  policy  of 
England. 

The  condition  of  Greece  began  to  be  a  serious 
trouble  to  the  statesmen  of  Europe.  Greece  was 
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under  the  sway  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  and  its 
people  may  fairly  be  described  as  in  a  state  of 
chronic  insurrection.  The  Greeks,  even  in  their 
lowest  degree  of  national  decadence,  were  far  too 
intelligent,  too  ready-witted,  and  too  persevering 
ever  to  become  the  mere  slaves  of  an  Ottoman 
ruler.  There  was  something  inextinguishable  in  the 
national  life  of  the  country,  and  it  seemed  as  if  no 
pressure  of  tyranny,  no  amount  of  humiliation,  could 
make  the  Greeks  forget  the  history  of  their  glorious 
days  and  the  deeds  of  their  ancestry,  or  compel  them 
to  stifle,  even  for  a  season,  their  hopes  of  national 
independence.  A  great  struggle  broke  out  against 
the  Ottoman  rule,  and  it  roused  the  passionate  sym- 
pathy of  the  lovers  of  freedom  all  over  the  world. 
Byron  threw  his  whole  soul  into  the  cause,  and 
stirred  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  by  his  appeals 
on  behalf  of  the  Greek  struggle  for  independence. 
Numbers  of  brave  Englishmen  gladly  risked  their 
lives  to  help  the  Greeks.  Lord  Cochrane,  who  was 
afterwards  described  as  the  last  of  the  English  sea 
kings,  rushed  over  to  Greece  to  give  his  genius  and 
his  daring  to  the  help  of  the  Greeks  in  their  struggle 
against  overwhelming  odds.  A  speech  of  Lord  John 
Eussell's  which  he  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons 
within  the  hearing  of  living  men  described  with 
admirable  effect  the  enthusiasm  which  was  aroused 
in  England  for  the  cause  of  Greece  and  the  efforts 
which  were  openly  made  even  by  members  of  the 
ruling  class  to  raise  money  and  to  send  out  soldiers 
and  sailors  to  enable  the  Greeks  to  hold  their  own 
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against  the  Ottoman  enemy.  Many  Englishmen 
bearing  historic  names  joined  with  Byron  and 
Cochrane  in  giving  their  personal  help  to  the 
struggling  Greeks,  and  indeed  from  every  civilised 
country  in  the  world  such  volunteers  poured  in  to 
stand  by  Bozzaris  and  Kanaris  in  their  desperate 
fight  for  the  rescue  of  Greece.  The  odds,  however, 
were  heavily  against  the  Greeks,  Their  supply  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  general  commissariat  for 
the  field  was  poor  and  inadequate,  and  they  were 
sadly  wanting  in  drill  and  organisation.  Splendid 
feats  of  bravery  were  displayed  on  land  and  on  sea, 
but  it  seemed  only  too  certain  that  if  the  Greeks 
were  left  to  their  own  resources,  or  even  if  they  were 
not  sustained  by  the  open  support  of  some  great 
foreign  State,  the  Ottoman  Power  must  triumph 
before  long. 

The  best  part  of  the  war  on  the  side  of  Turkey 
was  carried  on  by  Ibrahim  Pasha,  the  adopted  son 
of  Mehemet  Ali,  who  ruled  over  Egypt  as  a  vassal 
sovereign  to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  Ibrahim  Pasha 
had  great  military  capacity  ;  he  was  full  of  energy, 
resource,  and  perseverance,  and  the  Turkish  Sultan 
could  not  have  had  a  better  man  to  undertake  the 
task  of  conducting  the  campaign.  The  sympathies 
of  Eussia  went  strongly  with  the  Greeks,  or  perhaps 
it  might  be  more  correct  to  say  that  the  policy  of 
Eussia  was  directed  against  the  Turks.  At  that 
time,  as  in  later  days,  the  public  opinion  of  Western 
Europe  was  not  always  certain  whether  the  move- 
ments of  Eussian  statesmanship  were  governed  more 
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by  the  desire  to  strengthen  Greece  or  by  the  desire 
to  weaken  Turkey.  Canning  had  always  been  a 
sympathiser  with  the  cause  of  Greece.  In  his  early 
days  his  sympathy  had  taken  poetic  form,  and  now 
at  last  it  had  an  opportunity  of  assuming  a  more 
practical  shape.  He  would  have  wished  well  to  any 
effort  made  by  Eussia  for  the  emancipation  of  Greece, 
but  he  feared  that  if  the  effort  were  to  be  left  to 
Eussia  alone  the  result  might  be  a  great  European 
war,  and  his  policy  was  above  all  things  a  policy  of 
peace.  His  idea  was  to  form  an  alliance  which 
should  exercise  so  commanding  an  influence  as  to 
render  any  prolonged  resistance  impossible.  He 
succeeded  in  impressing  his  ideas  and  his  arguments 
so  effectively  upon  the  Governments  of  France  and 
Eussia  as  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
England  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  watching  events 
in  Eastern  Europe,  endeavouring  to  keep  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  within  the  limits  of  humanity,  and 
bringing  it  to  as  early  a  close  as  possible. 

The  combined  fleets  of  the  three  Powers  were 
sent  into  the  Mediterranean  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  the  movements  of  the  Turkish  and 
Egyptian  fleets,  which  were  threatening  the  shores  of 
Greece.  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  the  British  Admiral, 
was  in  command  of  the  expedition,  and  his  instruc- 
tions enjoined  on  him,  in  the  usual  official  way,  the 
necessity  of  caution  and  circumspection  in  all  his 
movements.  Something  happened  which  brought 
the  policy  of  caution  to  a  speedy  end.  A  report, 
which  found  some  credit  at  the  time,  gave  out  that 
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Sir  Edward  Codrington  had  received  an  unofficial 
hint  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  carrying  caution 
too  far ;  but,  however  the  event  may  have  been 
brought  about,  it  is  certain  that  a  collision  did  take 
place  between  the  allied  fleets  and  those  which  were 
championing  the  authority  of  the  Sultan,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  Turkish  and  Egyptian  war  vessels 
were  destroyed.  This  was  the  battle  of  Navarino, 
which  was  afterwards  described  in  the  language  of 
British  authority  as  '  an  untoward  event.'  Untoward, 
in  fact,  it  was  not,  for  the  purposes  which  Canning 
had  in  view,  because  it  put  an  end  to  all  the  resist- 
ance of  the  Ottoman  power,  and  the  independence 
of  Greece  as  a  self-governing  nation  was  established 
and  recognised.  We  have  been  somewhat  antici- 
pating events  in  order  not  to  break  up  the  story  of 
the  Greek  struggle  for  independence,  but  it  has  to 
be  said  that  Canning  did  not  live  to  see  the  success 
of  his  own  policy.  Before  the  battle  of  Navarino 
had  been  fought,  the  career  of  the  great  statesman 
had  come  to  an  end.  We  shall  have  to  retrace  our 
steps,  for  there  is  much  still  left  untold  in  the  story 
of  Canning's  career. 

That  struggle  for  Greek  independence  will  always 
be  remembered  in  the  history  of  English  literature. 
It  cost  England  the  life  of  one  of  her  greatest  modern 
poets.  Lord  Byron  died  of  fever  in  the  swamps  of 
Missolonghi  on  April  19,  1824,  not  long  after  he  had 
left  the  Greek  Islands  to  conduct  his  part  of  the 
campaign  on  the  mainland  of  Greece.  It  was  not 
his  good  fortune  to  die  sword  in  hand  fighting  on 
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the  battlefield  for  the  cause  which  he  loved  so  well. 
It  was  not  his  good  fortune  even  to  have  had  a 
chance  of  doing  much  of  a  soldier's  work  in  that 
cause.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  he  had  been 
graced  with  opportunity  he  would  have  shown  that 
he  had  a  leader's  capacity  as  well  as  a  soldier's 
courage — that,  as  Fortinbras  says  of  Hamlet,  '  He 
was  likely  had  he  been  put  on  to  have  proved  most 
royally.'  He  had  only  completed  his  thirty-sixth 
year  shortly  before  his  death,  and  the  poem  in  which 
he  commemorated  his  birthday  can  never  be  read 
without  feelings  of  genuine  emotion.  His  death 
created  a  profound  sensation,  not  only  in  England 
but  all  through  the  civilised  world.  Not  long  since 
we  were  all  favoured  with  an  opportunity  of  hearing- 
how  the  boy,  afterwards  to  be  famous  as  Alfred 
Tennyson,  was  thrilled  by  the  news  of  Byron's  death, 
and  how  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  like  the  ending  of 
the  world.  The  passion  of  partisanship  for  and 
against  Byron  as  a  poet  arid  as  a  man  has  long  since 
died  away,  and  indeed  it  might  perhaps  be  said  that 
the  reaction  which,  for  a  time,  followed  the  outburst 
of  his  fame  has  spent  itself  as  well.  It  may  be  taken 
now  as  the  common  judgment  of  the  world  that 
Byron  was  one  of  the  great  forces  of  modern  poetry, 
and  that  his  political  sympathies  sometimes  had,  as 
well  as  his  poetic  efforts,  the  inspiration  of  genius  to 
guide  them. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  career  of  Canning 
as  we  left  it  at  the  time  when  he  had  made  his  great 
declaration  of  policy  with  regard  to  the  revolted 
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colonies  of  Spain  on  the  American  shores,  and  when 
he  was  as  yet  engaged  in  shaping  the  policy  which 
was  destined  to  end  in  the  emancipation  of  Greece. 
There  were  questions  of  home  government  coming 
more  and  more  to  the  front  every  day,  which  much 
disturbed  the  mind  of  King  George,  and  made  the 
business  of  keeping  an  Administration  together  more 
and  more  difficult  for  his  advisers.  The  financial 
policy  of  the  country  had  been  gradually  undergoing 
a  change,  owing  to  the  foresight  and  enlightenment 
of  some  few  among  English  statesmen.  Lord  Liver- 
pool, to  do  him  justice,  was  always  a  man  of  some- 
what advanced  views  on  questions  of  finance,  although 
an  inveterate  Tory  in  all  that  related  to  popular 
representation  and  freedom  of  speech.  Canning  and 
his  friend  William  Huskisson  were  leading  the  way 
in  the  movement  towards  an  enlightened  financial 
system.  Huskisson  had  done  more  than  any  other 
man,  with  the  exception  of  Canning  himself,  to 
improve  the  systems  of  taxation.  What  may  perhaps 
be  called  the  scientific  principle  in  the  raising  of 
revenue  was  only  in  process  of  development,  and  to 
many  statesmen  no  better  idea  of  increasing  supplies 
seemed  to  have  occurred  than  the  simple  plan  of 
increasing  the  rate  of  custom  or  excise  duty  on  the 
first  article  of  general  consumption  which  came 
under  notice.  Huskisson  represented  the  new  ideas, 
and  put  them  into  action  whenever  he  was  allowed 
a  fair  chance  of  making  such  an  experiment.  He 
had  often  held  administrative  office,  had  been  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  President  of  the  Board  of 
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Trade,  and  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and  had 
accomplished  the  removal  of  many  restrictions  on 
the  commercial  dealings  of  the  colonies  with  foreign 
countries  and  the  reduction  of  many  antiquated 
and  embarrassing  import  duties. 

Canning  and  Huskisson  were  always  close  friends 
and  often  ministerial  colleagues,  and  they  two  may 
be  said  to  have  led  the  way  towards  the  system  of 
free  trade  to  which  the  time  had  not  yet  come  for 
Eobert  Peel  to  give  his  complete  adhesion.  The 
great  question  of  electoral  reform  was  coming  up, 
and  Charles  Grey  and  Henry  Brougham  were  among 
its  most  conspicuous  leaders.  Canning  did  not  take 
to  Parliamentary  reform,  although  he  was  what 
might  be  described  as  an  advanced  Liberal  on  most 
other  questions  of  national  importance.  The  Duke 
of  Wellington  was  strongly  opposed  to  any  proposals 
for  a  change  in  the  Parliamentary  system,  and  this 
was  one  of  the  few  great  questions  on  which  Canning 
and  he  were  in  habitual  agreement.  Then  there 
was  the  still  more  pressing  question  of  political 
equality  for  the  Catholics  of  the  three  kingdoms. 
Lord  John  Eussell  succeeded  later  on  in  carrying  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts  which  pre- 
cluded Protestant  Dissenters  from  holding  political 
or  municipal  office,  but  the  attempt  to  obtain  the 
rights  of  equal  citizenship  for  subjects  of  the  King 
who  belonged  to  the  Church  of  Borne  had  to  en- 
counter much  greater  difficulties. 

As  might  easily  be  expected,  Ireland  became  the 
main  battlefield  of  this  struggle.      We  have  already 
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recorded  the  fact  that  Pitt  had  been  greatly  assisted  in 
passing  the  Act  of  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  abolishing  Grattan's  Parliament  by  the 
hopes  which  he  held  out  that  the  union  of  the  legisla- 
tures would  be  followed  by  a  complete  measure  of 
Catholic  emancipation.  George  the  Third  refused 
point-blank  to  give  his  assent  to  any  such  measure,  or 
even  to  listen  to  any  proposal  for  its  introduction,  de- 
claring again  and  again  that  his  coronation  oath  abso- 
lutely forbade  him  to  entertain  an  idea  of  the  kind. 
In  the  end,  as  we  have  seen,  Pitt  gave  in  and  undertook 
never  again  to  worry  the  mind  of  his  conscientious 
sovereign  by  any  talk  about  relief  to  George  the 
Third's  Eoman  Catholic  subjects.  But  it  soon 
became  evident  that  in  this  as  in  other  instances  the 
resolve  of  the  most  headstrong  monarch,  and  the 
promise  of  the  most  yielding  Prime  Minister,  cannot 
always  induce  a  population  to  put  up  passively  with 
a  manifest  grievance.  In  Ireland,  where  six  out  of 
every  seven  of  the  people  belonged  to  the  Church  of 
Borne  and  where  the  demand  for  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation liad  long  been  championed  by  the  greatest 
and  the  most  patriotic  of  Protestant  Irishmen,  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  any  King  and  any  minister 
could  impose  submission  on  such  a  question.  By  the 
time  at  which  we  have  now  arrived  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  had  found  a  political  leader  of  their  own 
faith. 

Daniel  O'Connell  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
greatest  advocates  a  popular  cause  has  ever  had  in 
modern  times.  He  was  an  Irishman  who  had  become 
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one  of  the  most  successful  advocates  in  the  Irish 
law  courts,  and  as  a  popular  orator  he  had  no  rival 
in  his  own  country.  He  had  made  himself  the  leader 
in  Ireland  of  the  movement  for  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion, and  he  had  kindled  an  enthusiasm  there  which 
any  English  statesman  of  ordinary  intelligence  and 
foresight  might  easily  have  seen  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  extinguish  so  long  as  there  was  a  struggle  to 
be  fought.  Canning  had  always  been  in  favour  of 
Catholic  Emancipation.  Lord  Liverpool  was  of 
course  entirely  opposed  to  it,  and  almost  until  the 
last  the  Duke  of  Wellington  held  out  against  it. 
George  the  Fourth,  for  all  his  earlier  associations 
with  Fox  and  Sheridan,  declared  himself  now  to 
have  inherited  to  the  full  his  father's  indomitable 
conscientious  objection  to  any  measure  of  Catholic 
Emancipation.  George  seemed,  in  fact,  to  have 
suddenly  become  filled  with  a  passionate  fervour  of 
Protestant  piety  when  anyone  talked  to  him  about 
political  equality  for  his  Catholic  subjects.  He 
declared  again  and  again  that  no  earthly  considera- 
tion could  induce  him  to  fall  away  from  the  religious 
convictions  of  his  father  on  this  subject,  and  the 
coronation  oath  had  again  become,  to  use  Erskine's 
satirical  phrase,  '  one  of  the  four  orders  of  the  State.' 
When  reading  some  of  George's  letters  and  discourses 
on  the  subject,  it  is  almost  impossible  not  to  believe 
that  he  really  must  have  fancied  himself  in  earnest 
when  he  made  such  protestations.  In  private  life  he 
frequently  delivered  long  speeches,  sometimes  with 
astonishing  fluency,  sometimes  with  occasional  inter- 
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ruptions  of  stammering,  in  vindication  of  his  hostility 
to  any  proposal  for  Catholic  Emancipation. 

In  the  common  language  of  the  political  world  at 
that  time  the  members  of  a  Government  who  opposed 
the  Catholic  claims  were  called  Protestant  ministers, 
and  the  members  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claims  were 
described  as  Catholic  ministers.  In  fact,  it  has  had 
to  be  explained,  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  by  some  re- 
cent writers,  that  the  word  '  Catholic '  was  constantly 
used  in  George  the  Fourth's  time  merely  to  signify 
pro-Catholic.  When  Canning  was  spoken  of  as  a 
Catholic  statesman  there  was  not  the  least  idea  of 
describing  him  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Eome, 
and,  indeed,  the  words  'Eoman  Catholic '  hardly  come 
up  in  the  controversies  of  those  days.  When  Mr. 
Lecky  spoke  during  a  recent  Parliamentary  debate  of 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  he  was  gravely  rebuked 
by  some  divines  of  the  Established  Church  who  were 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  in  some  way  or 
other  truckling  to  the  claims  of  the  Papacy  when  he 
used  the  word  '  Catholic '  to  describe  the  worshippers 
in  the  Church  of  Eome.  Mr.  Lecky  was  put  to  the 
trouble  of  explaining  that  he  used  the  words  '  Protes- 
tant '  and  '  Catholic '  in  the  ordinary  significance  given 
to  them  during  long  generations  of  political  con- 
troversy. 

A  crisis  was  suddenly  brought  about  by  the  ill- 
ness of  Lord  Liverpool.  The  Protestant  statesman 
was  stricken  down  by  an  attack  which  for  a  time 
deprived  him  of  consciousness,  and  even  after  his 
partial  recovery  left  him  in  a  state  which  made  it 
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clear  to  all  his  friends  that  his  work  as  an  adminis- 
trator was  done.  There  was  no  hope  whatever  of 
his  resuming  official  work,  and  the  question  which 
mainly  occupied  the  mind  of  the  King  and  of  those 
around  him  was  not  what  was  to  become  of  Lord 
Liverpool,  but  whom  it  would  be  most  convenient 
for  the  King  to  appoint  as  his  successor.  Naturally 
every  eye  was  turned  on  Canning,  whether  in  hope  or 
in  fear.  As  Lord  Palmerston  said  of  himself  many 
years  later,  so  it  might  be  said  of  Canning,  he  was 
the  c  inevitable  man.'  The  whole  civilised  world  was 
filled  with  his  fame.  His  course  of  policy  had  made 
England  stronger  than  she  had  ever  been  since  the 
death  of  the  younger  Pitt.  Even  King  George  could 
not  venture  to  believe  in  the  possibility  of  passing 
him  over,  and  King  George's  chief  objection  to  him 
was  found  in  the  fact  that  Canning  was  in  favour  of 
the  Catholic  claims.  George  thought  the  matter 
over  for  a  few  days,  consulted  Lord  Eldon  and  other 
advisers,  and  found  that  nobody  could  inspire  him 
with  any  real  hope  of  being  able  to  form  an  enduring 
Ministry  without  Cannnig. 

Then  the  King  sent  for  Canning,  and  Canning 
made  his  own  course  quite  clear.  He  came  to  the 
point  at  once.  He  assumed  that  the  great  difficulty 
was  to  be  found  in  the  pressure  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion, and  he  advised  the  King  to  form  a  Ministry  of 
his  own  way  of  thinking  on  that  subject  and  to  do 
the  best  he  could.  The  King,  however,  explained 
that  it  would  be  futile  for  him  to  think  that  any 
Ministry  so  composed  could  carry  on  the  work  of 
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administration  just  then,  and  he  gave  Canning  many 
assurances  of  his  own  entire  approval  of  his 
foreign  policy,  and  declared  that  no  one  knew  better 
than  he  did  how  much  the  power  of  England  had 
increased  with  Continental  States  since  Canning  had 
obtained  the  conduct  of  her  foreign  affairs.  Thus 
urged,  Canning  consented  to  undertake  the  formation 
of  a  Ministry,  but  he  did  so  on  the  express  condition 
that  he  should  not  only  have  the  King's  full  confi- 
dence and  be  free  to  take  his  own  course,  but  that  he 
should  be  known  to  hold  such  a  position  and  to  have 
the  absolute  authority  of  the  sovereign  to  sustain 
him.  Canning's  mind  was,  in  fact,  clearly  made  up. 
He  would  either  be  a  real  Prime  Minister,  or  he 
would  have  no  place  in  the  new  Administration,  and 
would  become  once  again  an  independent  member. 
There  was  nothing  else  to  be  done,  and  the  King  gave 
Canning  full  authority  to  make  his  own  arrange- 
ments. 

The  task  which  Canning  had  nominally  under- 
taken was  the  reconstruction  of  the  Ministry,  but  no 
one  knew  better  than  he  did  that  it  really  amounted 
to  the  formation  of  a  new  Ministry.  Canning  was 
well  aware  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir 
Eobert  Peel  would  not  consent  to  serve  under  him  in 
any  Administration.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  at 
this  time  entirely  opposed  to  any  recognition  of  the 
Catholic  claims,  and,  more  than  that,  he  had  never 
been  in  favour  of  the  principles  of  foreign  policy 
adopted  and  proclaimed  by  Canning.  Between  the 
two  men,  indeed,  there  was  very  little  political  sym- 
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pathy,  and  Canning  had  got  it  into  his  mind,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  done 
his  best  to  disparage  him  and  to  weaken  his  authority 
as  Foreign  Minister.  Sir  Eobert  Peel  occupied  a 
somewhat  different  position.  He,  too,  was  opposed 
to  the  Catholic  claims  ;  but  he  was  a  statesman  of  a  far 
higher  order  than  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  it 
might  always  safely  be  assumed  of  him  that  he  would 
rightly  estimate  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  that 
when  a  great  movement  of  political  reform  had 
proved  itself  to  be  irresistible  Peel  would  never 
encourage  a  policy  of  futile  resistance. 

Peel's  attitude  is  well  described  in  the  admirable 
life  of  George  Canning  published  by  Mr.  Frank 
Harrison  Hill  in  1887.  'Peel,'  says  Mr.  Hill,  'did 
not  believe  in  governing  against  Parliamentary  and 
public  opinion.'  '  To  him  the  art  of  government 
was  the  measurement  of  social  forces,  and  the  adap- 
tation of  policy  to  their  direction  and  intensity. 
When  it  was  clear  to  him  that  a  thing  must  be  done, 
and  that  his  help  was  essential  to  the  doing  of  it,  his 
duty  was  plainly  marked  out.'  Up  to  this  time, 
however,  Peel  did  not  see  that  the  Catholic  question 
had  reached  such  a  stage,  and  he  probably  did  not 
believe  that  it  would  ever  reach  such  a  stage.  He  had 
opposed  Catholic  claims  thus  far  whenever  the  oppor- 
tunity arose,  and  he  could  not  undertake  to  serve 
under  a  Prime  Minister  who  was  openly  in  favour  of 
recognising  those  claims.  We  shall  have  to  tell, 
before  long,  in  the  course  of  this  history,  how 
Peel  came  to  see  that  Canning  was  right  in  his 
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policy,  and  how  he  came  to  be  the  Prime  Minister 
by  whom  it  was  carried  to  success,  and  how  he 
brought  the  Duke  of  Wellington  along  with  him. 
But  at  the  time  which  we  have  now  reached  Peel 
still  believed  his  own  policy  on  the  subject  of  Eoman 
Catholic  Emancipation  to  be  the  rightful  policy  for 
the  guidance  of  the  sovereign  and  the  State,  and  he 
therefore  found  it  impossible  to  serve  in  the  new 
Administration.  Five  other  members  of  the  existing 
Government,  besides  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  resigned  their 
places  on  the  same  grounds.  One  was,  of  course, 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  another  was  Lord 
Chancellor  Eldon.  Some  influential  peers  who  were 
not  members  of  the  Government  made  it  known  that 
they  could  not  give  their  support  to  any  Administra- 
tion which  admitted  the  possibility  of  recognising 
the  Catholic  claims. 

Canning's  heart  might  well  have  sunk  within 
him  for  a  time  when  he  found  himself  abandoned 
by  such  colleagues  and  thrown  over  by  such  sup- 
porters. He  actually  waited  upon  the  King,  and 
asked  his  permission  to  give  up  the  undertaking  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  Ministry.  The  King,  however, 
probably  felt  that  he  had  gone  too  far  in  his  support 
of  Canning  to  draw  back  at  such  a  moment.  It  is 
very  likely  that  he  was  displeased  by  the  pertinacity 
of  the  resistance  which  men  like  Wellington  and  Peel 
and  Eldon  offered  to  any  act  of  policy  approved  by 
him,  and  he  had  undoubtedly  by  this  time  come  to 
have  a  strong  faith,  not  only  in  Canning's  capacity, 
but  also  in  Canning's  good  fortune.  Whatever  may 
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have  been  his  chief  inspiration,  he  certainly  had  an 
opportune  season  of  enlightenment,  and  he  refused  to 
allow  Canning  to  withdraw  from  the  task  assigned  to 
him.  Accordingly  Canning  became  Prime  Minister, 
and  united  in  his  own  person  the  offices  of  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  John  Copley,  raised  to  the  peerage  under  the 
title  of  Lord  Lyndhurst,  became  Lord  Chancellor  in 
succession  to  Lord  Eldon,  and  the  House  of  Lords 
thus  obtained  a  member  who  was  destined  to  be  one 
of  its   foremost   orators,    to   maintain   a   rivalry  in 
Parliamentary  debate  with  Brougham  and  the  great 
Tory   orator    and   leader,  Lord   Derby,    and   to   be 
listened  to  with  admiration  by  men  still  living,  who 
are  proud  to  remember  that  they  heard  some  of  his 
great   speeches.     It   may    be   observed    that    Lord 
Eldon,  whose  retirement  made  way  for  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst, had  been  Lord  Chancellor  for  twenty  six  years, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  when  he  was  out  of 
office.     Huskisson   became   Treasurer  of  the  Navy 
and   President   of  the   Board  of  Trade  in  the  new 
Administration.     Lord  Palmerston  was  Secretary  at 
War,    and   Frederick    Robinson,    now    made   Lord 
Goderich,    who    was   in   thorough    sympathy   with 
Canning    and   Huskisson   on   questions   of  financial 
policy,  was  Colonial  and  War  Secretary,  the  latter 
office  according  to  the  arrangements  of  that  time  a 
position  having  quite  different  functions  from  those 
of  the  Secretary  at  War.     The  arrangements  for  the 
new  Ministry  were  completed  in  April  1827.    Canning 
had  now  reached   the  highest  point  of  his   career. 
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His  policy  had  already  been  marked  out  for  him, 
for  England,  and  for  Europe.  The  treaty  between 
England,  France,  and  Eussia  for  the  protection  of 
Greece,  which  became  a  formal  instrument  after  his 
accession  to  the  office  of  Prime  Minister,  was  the 
result  of  the  efforts  which  he  had  made  before  Lord 
Liverpool's  sudden  illness  led  to  the  break-up  of  the 
Liverpool  Administration.  Canning  had  little  time 
left  him  to  turn  his  new  and  great  position  to 
account.  Fame,  as  Mr.  Hill  well  says,  was  a  sucked 
orange  to  George  Canning  when  he  accepted  the 
office  of  Prime  Minister. 

The  difficulties  against  which  the  new  Ministry 
had  to  contend  were  many  and  great.  Canning  had 
the  support  of  such  Whigs  as  Brougham  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  in  the  House  of  Lords  he 
had  many  powerful  opponents,  and  the  influence  of 
the  House  of  Lords  then  counted  for  more  than  it 
does  at  present.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  too,  Lord 
Grey  bitterly  and  pertinaciously  opposed  him.  Grey 
was  then  one  of  the  leading  advocates  of  Parlia- 
mentary reform,  and  Canning  could  not  see  his  way 
to  ally  himself  with  the  Parliamentary  reformers. 
Lord  Grey,  moreover,  seems  to  have  distrusted  the 
sincerity  of  Canning's  support  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion, a  distrust  for  which  no  possible  reason  can  be 
suggested  ;  and,  indeed,  Grey  would  appear  to  have 
had  a  feeling  of  personal  dislike  to  the  great  states- 
man. Accordingly  he  made  several  attacks  on 
Canning  and  Canning's  policy  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  Grey  was  an  eloquent  speaker,  whose  style  as 
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well   as   his    character   carried    command    with   it. 
Canning  was   a  man  of  singularly  sensitive  nature. 
Like  many  other  brilliant   humorists    and  satirists, 
he  was  somewhat  thin-skinned    and  very   quick  of 
temper.     He    could   bear    a   brilliant    and   even    a 
splendid  part  in  the  Parliamentary  battle,  but  it  was 
a  pain  to  him  to  endure  in  silence  when  he  had  no 
chance  of  making  a   retort.     The    attacks  of  Lord 
Grey  exasperated  him  beyond  measure,  and   it   is 
believed  that  he  had  at  one  time  a  strong  inclination 
to  accept  a  peerage  and  take  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  thereby  withdrawing  for  ever  from   the  in- 
spiriting battle-ground  of  the  House  of  Commons  for 
the  mere  sake  of  having  an  opportunity  of  replying  to 
the  attacks  of  Lord  Grey,  and  measuring  his  strength 
against  that  of  the  great  Whig  leader.     The  fates, 
however,  denied  to  Canning  any  chance  of  making 
this  curious  anti-climax  in  his  great  political  career. 
His  health  had  always  been  more  or  less  delicate, 
and  he  was  never  very  careful  or  sparing  in  the  use 
of  his  physical  powers.     He  was  intensely  nervous 
by  constitution,    and   was   liable    to  all  manner  of 
nervous  seizures  and  maladies.     In  the  early  days  of 
1827  he  caught  a  severe  cold  while  attending  the 
public  funeral  of  the  Duke  of  York  in  the  Chapel 
Eoyal,  Windsor. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  the  second  son  of  George 
the  Third,  and  for  some  time  had  been  regarded  as 
heir-presumptive  to  the  crown.  The  Duke's  public 
career  was  in  almost  every  way  ignoble.  He  had 
proved  himself  an  utterly  incapable  commander, 
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although  a  good  War  Office  administrator,  and  his 
personal  character  was  about  on  a  level  with  his 
military  capacity.  His  death  in  January  1827 
may  be  said  to  have  had  two  serious  consequences 
at  least — it  made  the  Duke  of  Clarence  the  next  heir 
to  the  crown,  and  it  brought  on  Canning  the  severe 
cold  from  which  he  never  recovered.  It  may  be 
mentioned  here,  although  the  fact  is  of  little  political 
importance,  that  Canning  when  he  became  Prime 
Minister  made  the  Duke  of  Clarence  Lord  High 
Admiral.  The  office  was  probably  bestowed  as  a 
token  of  Canning's  gratitude  to  the  King  who  had 
stood  by  him,  not  indeed  to  the  last,  but  at  the  last. 
It  certainly  could  not  have  been  given  because  of 
any  conviction  in  Canning's  mind  that  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  was  likely  to  render  signal  benefit  to  the 
royal  navy,  to  the  State,  or  to  the  country  by  his 
services  in  such  an  office. 

Canning  seemed  for  a  while  to  rally  from  the 
cold  which  he  had  caught  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
funeral,  but  the  months  of  incessant  anxiety  which 
followed  cast  too  heavy  a  burden  on  his  shattered 
nerves  and  feeble  physical  frame.  It  was  hoped  by 
his  friends  that  the  adjournment  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  which  took  place  after  the  Ministry  had 
been  formed,  might  give  him  rest  enough  from  official 
work  to  allow  him  to  repair  his  strength.  But 
Canning's  was  not  a  nature  which  admitted  of  rest. 
The  happy  faculty  which  he  had  once  possessed  of 
getting  easily  to  sleep  when  the  day's  work  was  done 
had  long  since  deserted  him,  and  of  late  he  took  his 
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official  cares  to  bed  with  him,  and  they  kept  him  long 
awake.  The  early  summer  of  1827  brought  him  no 
improvement,  and  his  friends  already  began  to  fear 
for  the  worst.  He  suffered  from  intense  agonies  of 
nervous  pain,  and  the  agonies  seemed  to  grow  worse 
and  worse  with  each  return.  The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire offered  him  the  use  of  a  summer  residence  which 
he  had  at  Chiswick,  and  Canning  gladly  accepted  the 
offer.  It  was  remarked  at  the  time  by  some  of  his 
friends  that  an  evil  omen  hung  over  this  summer 
retreat.  The  former  Duke  of  Devonshire,  father  of 
Canning's  friend,  had  offered  the  same  villa  as  a 
temporary  retreat  to  Charles  James  Fox  ;  the  offer 
was  accepted  by  him,  and  Fox  actually  died  in  the 
bedroom  which  was  now  occupied  by  Canning. 

The  omen  soon  made  good  its  warning.  Canning 
gradually  sank  under  the  influence  of  his  fatal  ill- 
ness. He  said  to  a  friend  that  during  three  days 
he  had  suffered  more  pain  than  all  that  had  been 
compressed  into  his  life  up  to  that  time,  and  we  know 
that  his  was  a  frame  which  was  always  liable  to  acute 
pain.  He  sank  and  sank,  and  on  August  7  he  talked 
for  the  last  time  coherently  and  composedly  to  those 
who  were  around  him.  Then  he  met  his  approaching 
death  with  a  resigned  and  cheerful  spirit,  and  his 
latest  words  showed  that  he  knew  where  to  repose 
his  trust  for  the  great  change  which  was  so  near. 
Shortly  before  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  August  8, 
1827,  the  struggle  was  over  and  the  great  statesman 
was  at  rest.  Even  at  that  early  hour  the  villa  was 
surrounded  by  a  large  crowd  of  anxious  watchers, 
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who  could  not  leave  the  grounds  until  they  heard 
the  last  tidings  that  were  to  come  from  the  sick 
chamber.  The  funeral  of  Canning  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  although  it  was  in  name  a  private  ceremonial, 
was  followed  by  a  throng  of  sorrowing  admirers, 
among  whom  were  princes  and  nobles,  statesmen 
and  prelates,  politicians  of  all  orders,  and  men  and 
women  of  all  ranks  down  to  the  very  poorest,  who 
thus  bore  their  spontaneous  tribute  to  the  services 
and  the  memory  of  the  great  Prime  Minister,  and 
expressed  in  the  only  way  left  to  them  their  sense  of 
the  loss  which  his  country  and  the  cause  of  peace 
and  freedom  had  sustained  by  his  death. 

Canning  had  only  just  completed  his  fifty-seventh 
year  when  his  career  came  to  a  close.  He  died 
before  .his  old  friend  and  colleague  whose  sudden 
illness  had  left  open  to  him  the  place  of  Prime  Minister, 
for  Lord  Liverpool  did  not  die  until  December  4 
of  the  following  year.  The  place  of  Canning  in 
English  history  is  more  clear  to  us  now  than  it  was 
to  the  world  even  when  the  anxious  crowd  was 
watching  round  the  villa  at  Chiswick  and  when  the 
throng  followed  his  remains  to  Westminster  Abbey. 
He  was,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  founder  of  that 
system  of  foreign  policy  which  English  statesmanship 
has  professed  ever  since  his  time.  His  was  that 
doctrine  of  conditional  non-intervention  for  which,  in 
later  days,  men  like  John  Stuart  Mill  contended  as 
the  doctrine  which  ought  to  be  the  governing  prin- 
ciple of  a  great  council  of  European  States,  if  such 
could  be  established.  Canning's  idea  was  not  that 
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England  should  proclaim  such  a  principle  of  non- 
intervention as  that  which  Cobden  and  Bright,  and 
other  men  equally  sincere  and  patriotic,  endeavoured 
to  impress  on  public  opinion  at  a  later  day.  Canning's 
principle  was  that  England  should  not  intervene  even 
on  the  right  side  of  any  Continental  struggle  in  which 
she  had  no  direct  concern,  unless  some  other  State 
equally  free  from  any  direct  share  in  the  controversy 
were  making  preparation  to  intervene  on  the  wrong 
side.  Then,  according  to  his  doctrine,  England  was 
bound  to  say  to  the  interposing  State  :  '  If  you,  an 
outsider  to  this  controversy,  are  making  up  your 
mind  to  intervene  on  what  we  believe  to  be  the  wrong 
side,  then  it  may  become  our  duty  to  intervene  on 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  right  side.'  It  was  in 
accordance  with  this  principle  that  Canning  prevailed 
upon  the  Governments  of  France  and  Eussia  to  enter 
into  that  engagement  with  England  which  secured 
the  independence  of  Greece,  as  it  was  in  accordance 
with  this  principle  that  he  had  made  the  proclama- 
tion of  policy  which  secured  the  independence  of 
the  Spanish- American  colonies,  and  thus  called  in  the 
New  World  to  redress  the  balance  of  the  Old. 

Canning  must,  on  the  whole,  be  ranked  among 
great  Liberal  statesmen,  although  there  were  some 
passages  in  his  career  which  showed  that  he  had  not 
advanced  quite  so  far  in  Liberal  principles  as  some 
of  the  statesmen  of  his  own  day.  It  is  hard  now  to 
understand  how  such  a  man  could  have  stood  out 
against  the  principle  of  Parliamentary  reform  and 
popular  sufierage,  and  could  have  resisted  the  efforts 
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to  give  full  rights  of  citizenship  to  the  members  of 
dissenting  denominations.  It  is  especially  hard  to 
understand  why  a  man  who  was  in  favour  of  abolish- 
ing religious  disqualifications  in  the  case  of  Eoman 
Catholics  should  have  thought  it  right  to  maintain 
them  in  the  case  of  Protestant  Dissenters.  The  ex- 
planation of  this  latter  inconsistency  may  be  found, 
perhaps,  in  the  assumption  that  when  Canning  thought 
of  the  grievance  to  Eoman  Catholics  he  had  in  his 
mind  the  grievances  to  the  Eoman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
a  separate  country  with  a  nationality  and  traditions 
of  her  own,  and  a  country  in  which  the  vast  majority 
of  the  population  belonged  to  the  one  religious  faith. 
He  may  have  thought  that  the  English  Protestant  Dis- 
senters who  did  not  see  their  way  to  class  themselves 
with  the  Protestants  of  the  English  State  Church  had 
not  so  distinct  a  claim  to  the  recognition  of  their 
grievance.  It  may  seem  strange  that  a  mind  like 
Canning's  could  have  been  beguiled  from  the  accept- 
ance of  a  great  principle  by  a  curious  distinction  of 
this  kind,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  down  to 
a  much  later  day  many  of  the  professed  supporters 
of  religious  equality  contended  for  some  limitation 
of  the  principle  where  political  privileges  were  con- 
cerned, and  that  only  in  our  own  time  has  admission 
to  the  House  of  Commons  been  left  open  to  the  pro- 
fessors of  every  religious  faith,  and  even  to  those 
who  profess  no  religious  faith  at  all.  So  far  as  Par- 
liamentary reform  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  words 
is  concerned,  we  may  feel  quite  sure  that  if  Canning 
had  lived  a  few  years  longer  his  mind  would  have 
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accepted  the  growth  of  public  opinion  and  the  evi- 
dences which  justified  that  growth,  and  he  would  not 
have  been  found  among  the  unteachable  opponents 
of  popular  suffrage  and  a  well-adjusted  Parliamen- 
tary representation. 

As  a  financial  reformer  he  was  distinctly  in  ad- 
vance of  his  time,  and  even  such  men  as  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  only  followed  slowly  in  the  path  which  Canning 
and  Huskisson  had  opened.  Canning's  fame  as  a 
Parliamentary  orator  is  now  well  assured.  He  has 
been  unduly  praised,  and  he  has  been  unduly  dis- 
paraged. He  has  been  described  as  the  greatest 
Parliamentary  orator  since  the  days  of  Bolingbroke, 
and  he  has  been  described  as  a  brilliant  and  theatric 
declaimer  who  never  rose  to  the  height  of  genuine 
political  oratory.  The  common  judgment  of  edu- 
cated men  now  regards  him  as  only  inferior,  if 
inferior  at  all,  to  the  two  Pitts  and  Fox  among  great 
Parliamentary  orators,  and  the  rival  of  any  others 
belonging  to  his  own,  or  an  earlier,  or  a  later  day  in 
the  history  of  the  English  Parliament.  Of  him  it 
may  fairly  be  said  that  his  career  made  an  era  in 
England's  political  life,  and  that  the  great  principles 
which  he  asserted  are  still  guiding  the  country  even 
at  this  hour. 
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CHAPTER  LXYII. 


THE    CHAINS   OF    THE   CATHOLIC. 


DUEING  the  closing  days  of  Canning's  life  he  was 
speaking  to  Sir  William  Knighton  of  the  approach- 
ing end,  and  he  said  quietly:  'This  may  be  hard 
upon  me,  but  it  is  still  harder  upon  the  King.' 
There  was  something  characteristic  in  the  saying. 
Canning  had  been  greatly  touched  by  the  manner 
in  which  the  King  had,  at  last,  come  round  to  him 
and  stood  by  him  against  all  who  endeavoured  to 
interpose  between  him  and  his  sovereign  ;  and  to  a 
man  of  Canning's  half-poetic  temperament  the  sove- 
reign typified  the  State  and  the  people,  to  whom  the 
Prime  Minister  was  but  a  devoted  servant.  It  was 
certainly  hard  upon  the  King,  at  least  for  the  time. 
George  must  have  had  moments  of  better  feelings 
and  better  inspirations  than  those  which  governed 
the  ordinary  course  of  his  life,  and  he  had  lately 
come  to  realise  the  value  of  the  services  which 
Canning  had  rendered  to  England.  We  shall  see, 
before  long,  that  a  secession  of  Canning's  followers 
from  the  party  in  power  took  place,  and  that  the 
seceding  men  were  called,  and  called  themselves,  the 
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6  Canningites.'  George  already  appears  to  have 
become  a  Canningite. 

The  King  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  forming 
an  Administration.  Lord  Goderich  became  Prime 
Minister,  with  Lyndhurst  again  as  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  Huskisson  in  Goderich's  former  place  at  the 
War  and  Colonial  Office.  Lord  Goderich,  as  we  have 
seen,  had  been  sent  into  the  House  of  Lords  when 
Canning  became  Prime  Minister.  Up  to  that  time  he 
was  Mr.  Frederick  John  Eobinson,  generally  known 
by  the  nickname  of  '  Prosperity  Eobinson.'  This 
satirical  designation  he  obtained  from  the  fact  that 
while  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
still  later  when  he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
he  had  always  made  it  his  business  in  each  session 
to  describe  the  country  as  in  a  condition  of  un- 
paralleled prosperity.  More  than  that,  he  always 
insisted  on  declaring  that  the  particular  schemes  of 
taxation  that  he  brought  forward  were  destined, 
beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt,  to  increase  still  further 
that  hitherto  unexampled  prosperity.  It  had  been 
his  fortune,  in  his  early  official  career,  to  propose  and 
carry  some  schemes  of  taxation  which  met  with  such 
passionate  opposition  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
as  to  lead  to  serious  rioting  and  even  to  loss  of  life. 
But  all  the  time  he  saw  only  prosperity  as  the  result 
of  his  financial  enterprises,  and  hence  the  nickname, 
which  is  still  remembered  in  England's  Parliamentary 
history. 

Lord  Goderich  was  not  a  man  of  remarkable 
political  capacity,  and  he  was  a  poor,  ineffective,  and 
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even  uninteresting  speaker,  except  when  the  audacity 
of  his  statements,  and  his  prophecies,  and  the  tumult 
of  interruptions  and  laughter  that  they  created,  lent 
a  certain  Parliamentary  interest  to  his  orations.  He 
had  an  immense  amount  of  that  sort  of  courage 
which,  in  the  colloquial  language  of  our  times, 
would  probably  be  described  as  bumptiousness.  He 
had  an  unlimited  faith  in  his  own  capacity,  and  he 
saw  nothing  but  success,  personal  and  national, 
where  observers  in  general  could  discern  only 
failure.  He  was  one  of  a  class  of  men  who  are  to 
be  found  at  all  times  of  Parliamentary  history,  and 
who  manage  somehow,  nobody  quite  knows  how,  to 
make  themselves  appear  indispensable  to  their  poli- 
tical party.  He  was  not,  however,  without  any 
faculty  for  improvement,  and  of  late  years  he  had 
derived  some  instruction  from  Canning's  teaching 
and  example  in  politics  and  in  finance.  Such  as  he 
was,  his  appointment  as  Prime  Minister  in  succession 
to  Canning  seemed  about  the  safest  compromise  the 
King  could  make  under  all  the  existing  conditions. 
His  position  as  a  stop-gap  was  maintained  but  a  very 
short  time.  During  his  Administration,  or  perhaps 
it  ought  rather  to  be  called  his  nominal  Administra- 
tion, the  substantial  result  of  Canning's  recent  foreign 
policy  was  seen  in  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish 
and  Egyptian  fleets  at  the  battle  of  Navarino,  which 
led  almost  immediately  to  the  Sultan's  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  Greece. 

Some  differences  of  opinion  on  financial  questions 
soon  broke  out  in  the  Cabinet,  and  Huskisson  and 
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certain  of  his  colleagues  threatened  to  resign  ;  and 
Lord  Goderich,  seeing  little  or  no  chance  of  main- 
taining himself  long  in  his  position,  got  out  of  the 
difficulty  by  tendering  his  own  resignation.  The 
King  accepted  the  resignation,  and  there  was  then 
really  only  one  man,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  to 
whom  George  could  look  for  the  construction  of  a 
Government.  Accordingly,  the  Duke  became  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Huskisson  retained,  for 
the  time,  his  former  position.  During  this  Adminis- 
tration Lord  John  Eussell  brought  forward  his 
motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts  ;  the  object  of  the  motion  being  to  abolish  all 
the  conditions  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  the 
members  of  any  Protestant  dissenting  denomination 
to  hold  State  or  municipal  office,  unless  they  were 
willing  to  accept  a  test-oath,  which  acknowledged 
the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Lord  John  Eussell's  motion  was  carried  in  the  House 
of  Commons  by  a  majority  of  237  to  193,  and  a  Bill 
founded  on  the  principle  of  the  motion  was  passed 
through  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  This  may  be 
described  as  the  first  of  the  great  measures  accepted 
by  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the 
principle  of  religious  equality,  in  admission  to  the 
rights  of  citizenship,  among  the  inhabitants  of  these 
countries.  Of  course,  the  establishment  of  religious 
equality  was  yet  a  good  long  way  off,  and  it  is  a 
curious  fact  that  the  measure  that  was  founded  on 
Lord  John  Eussell's  motion  did  something  very 
distinct  in  itself  to  make  new  battle-grounds  for 
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those   who   advocated   the   full  recognition   of    the 
principle. 

The  new  measure  proposed  to  admit  the  members 
of  all  recognised  Protestant  denominations,  whether 
inside  or  outside  the  Church  of  England,  to  the 
rights  of  citizenship,  but  it  took  good  care  to  affirm 
that  it  had  no  intention  of  admitting  anyone  else. 
The  Act  provided  that  all  persons  presenting  them- 
selves as  candidates  for  election  to  political  or 
municipal  office  should  subscribe  a  declaration  '  On 
the  true  faith  of  a  Christian.'  This,  of  course, 
excluded  Jews  and  Freethinkers,  while  the  Eoman 
Catholics  were  shut  out  by  a  special  oath,  directed 
exclusively  against  themselves,  and  to  which  it  was 
impossible  that  any  professing  Catholic  could  sub- 
scribe. Lord  John  Eussell,  however,  had  begun  his 
great  career  well  when  he  carried  the  Legislature 
with  him,  even  thus  far,  on  the  way  to  religious 
equality,  although  he  was  not  himself  destined  to  see 
the  last  fight  which  had  to  be  fought  before  the 
principle  had  been  completely  established.  It  is 
almost  needless  to  say  that  the  new  form  of  pledge 
introduced  by  the  measure  was  no  part  of  Lord  John 
Eussell's  plan,  but  he  accepted  the  Bill  as  amended 
in  the  House  of  Lords  rather  than  sacrifice,  for  the 
time,  the  whole  purpose  of  his  motion.  The  motion, 
it  may  be  added,  was  strongly  opposed  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  not  only  by  Eobert  Peel  but  by  Huskis- 
son.  Peel's  opposition  is  easily  to  be  understood, 
because  up  to  this  time  he  had  not  risen  above  the 
convictions  with  which  he  started  in  public  life  in 
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favour  of  the  general  practice  of  making  the  political 
and  civic  rights  of  citizenship  conditional  upon  what 
he  believed  to  be  religious  orthodoxy.  In  the  case 
of  Huskisson,  who  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
admission  of  Eoman  Catholics  to  full  equality  of 
political  and  civic  rights  with  the  members  of  the 
State  Church,  the  explanation  probably  was  that  he 
feared  if  the  Dissenters  received  their  rights  in 
advance  they  might  become  less  zealous  than  many 
of  them  had  been  for  the  full  recognition  of  the 
Catholic  claims.  Some  of  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  were  liberal  enough 
to  give  their  support  to  the  Bill,  much  to  the  con- 
sternation of  Lord  Eldon,  who  could  not  understand 
how  any  prelate  of  the  State  Church  could  be  so  far 
led  away  from  the  sacred  duties  of  his  position  as  to 
lend  any  countenance  to  a  measure  admitting  the 
unorthodox  to  the  place  in  society  which  ought  to 
be  the  right  only  of  orthodox  believers. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  a  protest  was  entered 
against  the  introduction  of  the  words  '  On  the  true 
faith  of  a  Christian '  by  Lord  Holland,  who  represented 
the  principles  of  Charles  James  Fox.  The  peers,  it 
should  be  said,  enjoy  the  privilege,  which  is  not 
allowed  to  members  of  the  representative  chamber, 
of  recording  their  formal  protest  on  the  books  of  their 
House  against  any  motion  or  measure  which  has  been 
carried  in  spite  of  their  opposition,  and  of  setting 
forth  the  reasons  on  which  their  objection  is  founded. 
Many  of  the  protests  thus  recorded  form  important 
contributions  to  political  history.  Lord  Holland 
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vindicates  his  protest  in  words  which  are  well  worth 
quoting :  '  Because  the  introduction  of  the  words 
"  upon  the  true  faith  of  a  Christian "  implies  an 
opinion  in  which  I  cannot  conscientiously  concur, 
namely,  that  a  particular  faith  in  matters  of  religion 
is  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  duties  purely 
political  or  temporal.'  Lord  Eldon  strongly  con- 
demned the  action  of  the  prelates  who  had  voted  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  and  he  used  some  words 
which  showed  that,  however  obtuse  his  bigotry  may 
have  been,  he  clearly  saw  what  must  inevitably  come 
from  the  concession  to  religious  liberty  which  was 
made  by  the  passing  of  such  a  measure.  '  Sooner  or 
later,'  he  said,  '  perhaps  in  this  very  year,  almost 
certainly  in  the  next,  the  concessions  to  the  Dissenters 
must  be  followed  by  the  like  concessions  to  the 
Eoman  Catholics.'  The  Eoman  Catholic  claims  were 
already  asserting  themselves  with  a  force  which 
appealed  irresistibly  to  the  minds  of  all  enlightened 
men. 

The  Catholic  Association  had  been  formed  in 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  the  claims  of 
the  vast  majority  of  the  Irish  people,  and  it  had 
found  for  its  leader  a  man  who  must  have  made  a 
great  figure  in  the  political  life  of  any  era,  and  who 
was  especially  qualified  to  take  a  leading  place  in 
such  an  agitation.  Daniel  O'Connell  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  of  his  time.  He  was  the  first 
Irish  political  leader  of  modern  days  who  professed 
the  faith  which  may  be  called  the  national  creed  of 
his  people.  The  leaders  of  great  Irish  movements 
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just  before  his  time — the  Fit zger aids,  the  Tones,  and 
the  Emmets — had  been,  like  Grattan  himself,  members 
of  the  Established  Church.  O'Connell  had,  moreover, 
no  sympathy  whatever  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
French  Eevolution.  He  had  passed  a  few  of  his  early 
years  in  France,  he  had  seen  some  of  the  later  excesses 
of  the  revolutionary  period,  and  he  had  been  inspired 
with  a  horror  as  great  as  that  felt  by  Edmund  Burke 
for  the  extravagances  of  the  revolutionary  era.  He 
belonged  to  the  landlord  class,  but  his  sympathies 
had  always  been  with  the  popular  and  national 
movements  of  his  countrymen.  He  had  practised  at 
the  Irish  bar,  and  had  become  the  greatest  advocate 
in  the  Irish  law  courts,  and  was  thus  enabled  to 
combine  with  all  the  fire  and  energy  of  a  born  popular 
leader  the  subtlety  and  craft  of  a  trained  and  practised 
lawyer.  O'Connell  was  one  of  the  greatest  orators 
of  a  day  when  political  oratory  could  display  some  of 
its  most  splendid  illustrations.  He  had  a  command- 
ing presence,  indeed  a  colossal  form,  and  a  voice 
which  was  marvellous  alike  for  the  strength  and  the 
music  of  its  varied  intonations.  Such  men  as  Disraeli 
and  Bulwer  Lytton  have  borne  enthusiastic  tribute 
to  the  magic  of  that  voice,  and  have  declared  it  to  be 
unrivalled  in  the  political  eloquence  of  the  time. 
O'Connell  made  his  voice  heard  at  many  great 
public  meetings  in  England  and  in  Scotland,  as  well 
as  in  Ireland,  and  his  political  views  had,  indeed, 
much  in  common  with  those  of  English  and  Scottish 
advanced  Liberals. 

The  Catholic  Association  was  made,  at  one  period 

VOL.  IV.  H 
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of  its  career,  the  subject  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  declared  it  to  be,  for  a  certain  time,  an  illegal 
organisation,  and  the  period  was  now  approaching 
when  the  prohibitory  Act  would  have  to  be  renewed 
or  allowed  to  drop  out  of  existence.  In  consequence 
of  some  ministerial  rearrangements  a  vacancy  had 
arisen  in  the  Parliamentary  representation  of  the 
county  of  Clare  in  Ireland,  and  O'Connell  resolved 
on  taking  a  bold,  and  what  then  seemed  to  many  a 
positively  desperate  step.  He  announced  himself  as 
a  candidate  for  the  vacancy  in  opposition  to  its 
former  occupant,  who,  having  been  appointed  to 
ministerial  office,  was  compelled  to  resign  his  place 
in  the  House  of  Commons  and  offer  himself  to  his 
former  constituents  for  re-election.  O'Connell  was 
not  disqualified  by  positive  enactment  from  becoming 
a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  Parliament ;  that  is  to  say, 
there  was  no  law  actually  declaring  that  a  Eoman 
Catholic,  as  such,  could  not  enter  the  House  of 
Commons.  But,  as  we  have  explained  already,  it  was 
the  law  of  the  land  that  no  man  could  take  his  seat 
in  that  House  until  he  had  subscribed  an  oath  which 
it  was  perfectly  impossible  for  any  Eoman  Catholic 
to  accept,  an  oath  disavowing  and  denouncing  the 
very  opinions  which  are  an  essential  part  of  the 
Eoman  Catholic's  faith.  O'Connell,  therefore,  could 
not  be  prevented  from  becoming  a  candidate  for  the 
representation  of  Clare,  and  when  the  contest  came 
on  it  ended  in  his  being  triumphantly  returned  by  an 
overwhelming  majority.  O'Connell  presented  himself 
at  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was  called 
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upon  to  subscribe  the  usual  oath,  which,  of  course, 
he  absolutely  refused  to  do.  He  was  then  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  he  did  withdraw,  and  the  seat  was 
declared  vacant.  O'Connell  returned  to  Clare,  again 
offered  himself  as  candidate,  and  was  again  elected 
by  a  triumphant  majority.  Then,  indeed,  men  like 
Lord  Eldon  must  have  begun  to  think  that  the  old 
world  was  really  coming  to  an  end.  King  George 
and  the  Government  found  themselves  face  to  face 
with  a  crisis  to  which  there  had  been  no  parallel  in 
the  memory  of  living  statesmen. 

The  progress  of  events  was,  meanwhile,  making 
a  deep  impression  on  the  receptive  mind  of  Sir 
Eobert  Peel,  now  Home  Secretary,  and  by  far  the 
most  rising  and  powerful  member  of  the  Administra- 
tion. Huskisson,  it  should  be  said,  had  by  this  time 
ceased  to  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Govern- 
ment. There  had  been  some  misunderstanding 
between  him  and  the  Duke,  arising  out  of  a  speech 
made  by  Huskisson  in  Liverpool,  which  was  under- 
stood to  contain  a  declaration  that  Huskisson  had 
only  accepted  office  on  the  express  understanding 
that  the  policy  of  the  Duke's  Government  was  to  be 
the  policy  of  Canning.  The  Duke  took  exception  to 
this,  and  declared  that  he  had  entered  into  no  under- 
standing as  to  his  general  policy,  but  that  what 
Huskisson  probably  had  said  was  that  he  had  accepted 
the  composition  of  the  Government  as  a  guarantee  in 
itself  that  a  sound  national  policy  was  to  be  carried 
out. 

Huskisson  accepted  the  explanation,  and  ex- 
it 2 
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plained  that  this  was  what  he  really  had  said,  and  no 
doubt  this  was  really  the  purpose  of  that  passage  in 
his  speech ;  but  the  incident  led  to  some  friction 
between  the  two  men,  and  was  the  beginning  of  other 
misunderstandings.  Some  difference  of  opinion  after- 
wards arose  on  minor  questions  of  policy,  and  Huskis- 
son  sent  to  the  Duke  a  somewhat  hasty  letter  an- 
nouncing his  resignation.  The  letter  was  intended 
to  be  only  a  conditional  intimation  of  his  purpose, 
but  the  Duke  took  it  as  positive  and  final,  and 
announced  it  as  such  to  the  King.  There  was  no 
course  left  open  to  Huskisson  but  to  resign.  The 
incident  created  much  talk  at  the  time,  and  gave 
rise  to  a  good  deal  of  satirical  comment.  Several 
other  members  of  the  Government,  among  whom  was 
Lord  Palmerston,  resigned  along  with  Huskisson,  and 
they  formed  themselves  into  an  independent  party, 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Canningites.  It  is  curious  to 
notice  that  the  reconstructions  caused  in  the  Govern- 
ment by  these  resignations,  and  the  new  appointments 
which  had  to  be  made,  led  to  that  vacancy  in  the 
county  of  Clare  which  gave  O'Connell  an  opportunity 
of  coming  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  seat  and 
being  elected. 

Peel  saw  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Govern- 
ment had  lost  some  of  its  most  influential  members. 
Other  events,  too,  had  been  turning  his  attention 
towards  the  growth  of  the  agitation  in  Ireland.  The 
Marquis  of  Wellesley,  elder  brother  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  had  been  Viceroy  of  Ireland.  Wellesley 
had  been  a  distinguished  statesman,  and  as  Viceroy 
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of  India  had  conducted  to  a  successful  issue,  with 
the  help  of  his  younger  brother,  the  great  Mahratta 
War.  When  he  became  Viceroy  of  Ireland  he  had 
gone  over  to  that  country  as  a  strong  opponent  of 
the  Catholic  claims,  but  his  experience  there  soon 
convinced  him  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  resist 
those  claims  much  longer,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
keep  Ireland  in  tranquillity.  Therefore,  when  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  on  coming  into  office  as  Prime 
Minister,  refused  to  recognise  the  Catholic  claims, 
Lord  Wellesley  resigned  his  place.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey,  a  soldier  who  had 
done  brilliant  service  in  the  wars  against  Napoleon, 
and  was  well  known  as  a  determined  opponent  of 
the  demands  made  by  the  advocates  of  Catholic 
emancipation.  Lord  Anglesey,  too,  became  satisfied 
during  his  time  of  office  in  Ireland,  that  there  was 

O  7 

no  alternative  between  emancipation  and  an  armed 
rebellion  among  the  Irish  Catholics,  a  large  number 
of  whom  were  actually  serving  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Army.  His  opinions  were  again  and  again  impressed 
on  the  Government,  and  the  course  he  took  only  led 
to  his  recall  from  the  Viceroy alty. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  an  event  took  place 
which  had  a  great  effect  on  the  mind  of  Peel.  Early 
in  1828  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  held  a  very  pro- 
minent place  among  the  more  advanced  reformers 
of  the  time,  and  who  represented  Westminster  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  forward  a  resolution 
inviting  the  House  to  consider  the  state  of  the  laws 
affecting  the  Eoman  Catholics  of  the  two  islands, 
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'  with  a  view  to  such  a  final  and  conciliatory  settle- 
ment as  may  be  conducive  to  the  peace  and  strength 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  the  stability  of  the 
Protestant  Establishment,  and  to  the  general  satis- 
faction and  concord  of  all  classes  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects.'  The  resolution  was  supported  by  a 
powerful  speech  from  Brougham,  in  which  he  dwelt 
on  the  fact  that  not  one  of  those  who  opposed  the 
motion  had  expressed  any  conviction  that  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  could  long  continue,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  overlook  or  deny  the  great  advance 
which  the  movement  for  Catholic  Emancipation  had 
been  making  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  Peel  was 
greatly  impressed  by  this  argument,  and  also  by  the 
fact  that  the  men  who  supported  Burdett  and 
Brougham  in  the  House  of  Commons  represented 
the  best  part  of  the  intellect  and  statesmanship  of 
that  House.  The  resolution  was  carried  by  272 
votes  against  266  on  the  other  side,  a  small  majority, 
indeed,  but  a  majority  that  at  such  a  time  was  large 
enough  to  show  a  man  of  Peel's  intellect  the  practical 
progress  which  the  demand  for  Catholic  Emancipation 
had  already  made. 

We  find  in  Peel's  own  correspondence  the  most 
interesting  evidences  of  the  influence  which  all  these 
events  were  making  on  his  clear  and  thoughtful 
mind.  The  man  whom  O'Connell  had  defeated 
in  Clare,  Mr.  Yesey  Fitzgerald,  had  represented 
the  constituency  for  many  years,  had  always  sup- 
ported by  speeches  and  votes  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  and  was  the  son  of  one  who  had  stood 
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by  the  side  of  Grattan  and  Sir  John  Parnell  in 
resisting  the  Act  of  Union.  No  one  could  have 
been  more  popular  up  to  that  time  among  Irish- 
men, and  the  election  of  O'Connell  was  obviously 
due  to  the  fact  that  O'Connell  had  made  himself  the 
leader  of  a  movement  which  had  for  its  object  to 
bring  about  a  great  crisis,  and  to  compel  the 
Parliament  and  the  Government  to  surrender  at 
once  or  encounter  a  civil  war.  Peel  asked  himself 
— we  quote  his  own  words — '  whether  it  may  not 
be  possible  that  the  fever  of  political  and  religious 
excitement  which  was  quickening  the  pulse  and 
fluttering  the  bosom  of  the  whole  Catholic  popula- 
tion— which  had  inspired  the  serf  of  Clare  with  the 
resolution  and  the  energy  of  a  free  man — which  had 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  made  all  considerations 
of  personal  gratitude,  ancient  family  connections, 
local  preferences,  the  fear  of  worldly  injury,  the 
hope  of  worldly  advantage  subordinate  to  the  one 
absorbing  sense  of  religious  obligation  and  public 
duty — whether,  I  say,  it  might  not  be  possible  that 
the  contagion  of  that  feverish  excitement  might 
spread  beyond  the  barriers  which  under  ordinary 
circumstances  the  habits  of  military  obedience  and 
the  strictness  of  military  discipline  opposed  to  all 
such  external  influences  ?  ' 

Peel  became  gradually  convinced  that  the  Mar- 
quis of  Anglesey  was  right  in  his  views,  and  that 
there  was  no  choice  between  a  recognition  of  the 
Catholic  claims  and  the  outbreak  of  a  civil  war  in 
Ireland.  The  more  he  thought  over  the  question, 
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the  more  he  became  convinced  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  rely  on  the  loyalty  of  all  the  Catholic 
soldiers  in  the  ranks  of  the  Army  in  Ireland  if  they 
were  called  upon  to  join  in  shooting  down  their  own 
brothers  and  friends  because  these  had  risen  in 
rebellion  against  the  oppressive  laws  which  excluded 
a  Catholic  from  the  full  rights  of  citizenship.  Peel 
was  not  a  philosopher  or  a  dreamer,  but  above  all 
things  a  practical  statesman,  and  when  he  had  to 
choose  between  civil  war  and  the  concession  of  a 
claim  which  was  admitted  to  be  right  and  just  by 
some  of  the  most  enlightened  Englishmen  and 
Scotchmen  who  sat  near  him  on  the  benches  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  by  some  of  the  most 
enlightened  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen  outside  the 
House,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  believe  that 
claims  thus  advocated  could  be  so  essentially  unjust 
or  unreasonable  as  to  make  their  continued  refusal 
worth  the  cost  of  so  terrible  a  struggle. 

Peel  made  up  his  mind  to  the  fact  that  Catholic 
Emancipation  must,  as  soon  as  possible,  become  the 
work  of  Parliament.  But  he  did  not  yet  believe  that 
he  was  the  right  man  to  undertake  the  task.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  one  who  had  always  been  re- 
garded as  the  determined  opponent  of  Emancipation 
would  not  be  likely  to  win  over  many  supporters 
among  his  Tory  friends  for  such  a  sudden  change  of 
policy.  He  did  not  think  himself  well  suited,  and  he 
was  not  inclined,  to  conduct  the  negotiations  which 
would  be  necessary  between  any  Government  attempt- 
ing such  a  task  and  the  Irish  advocates  of  Emancipa- 
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tion.  His  idea  was  that  Lord  Grey,  as  the  head  of 
the  reforming  party,  would  be  the  statesman  best 
qualified  to  undertake  such  an  enterprise  and  most 
likely  to  carry  it  to  an  early  success.  His  first 
business,  however,  would  clearly  be  to  convince  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  that  Catholic  Emancipation  was 
inevitable,  and  this  work  he  at  once  set  himself  to 
accomplish.  He  had  some  trouble  in  bringing  the 
Duke  over  to  his  own  opinions,  but  the  Duke  became 
convinced  in  the  end,  and,  indeed,  both  at  that  time 
and  after,  the  Duke  was  always  inclined  to  follow 
Peel's  guidance,  on  the  plain,  practical,  soldierly 
principle  that  Peel  understood  political  affairs  much 
better  than  he  did,  and  that  Peel's  advice  was  always 
sure  to  be  sound  and  safe.  So  the  Duke,  too,  became 
convinced  that  Catholic  Emancipation  must  be 
accepted  as  inevitable,  and  that  the  sooner  it  was 
carried  through  the  better.  But  Wellington  was 
strongly  opposed  to  the  idea  of  handing  over  the 
work  to  Lord  Grey.  He  showed  that  it  would  be 
hardly  possible  to  induce  King  George  to  accept  the 
services  of  Lord  Grey  for  such  a  purpose.  The  King 
was  known  to  dislike  Lord  Grey,  whose  stern  unbend- 
ing manners  could  not  be  welcome  to  a  sovereign 
unaccustomed  to  the  dictation  of  so  proud  and 
uncourtierlike  an  adviser  as  the  leader  of  the  Whig 
party. 

Wellington's  idea  was  that,  as  the  thing  had  to  be 
done,  it  had  better  be  done  by  Peel  and  himself,  and 
he  almost  implored  Peel  not  to  desert  him  at  such 
a  crisis.  Peel  could  not  resist  the  personal  and 


106         A  HISTORY   OF  THE   FOUR  GEORGES.      CH.  LXVTT. 

brotherly  appeal  thus  made  to  him  by  one  for  whom 
he  had  so  profound  a  respect,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  two  agreed  to  work  together  as  they  had  been 
doing,  and  to  make  Catholic  Emancipation  the  business 
of  their  Government.  But  then  the  King  had  to  be 
won  over,  and  nobody  knew  better  than  Wellington 
did  how  difficult  this  task  must  be.  Yet  he  did  not 
despair.  He  had  had  some  experience  of  the  King's 
resistance  and  the  only  means  by  which  it  could  be 
got  over.  Again  and  again  he  had  had  occasion  to 
urge  on  the  sovereign  the  adoption  of  some  course  to 
which  George,  at  first,  was  obstinately  opposed,  and 
he  knew  that  quiet  persistence  was  the  only  way  of 
carrying  his  point.  His  plan  was  to  avoid  argument 
as  much  as  possible,  to  state  his  case  concisely  to 
the  King,  and  allow  the  King  to  take  his  full  time  in 
pouring  forth  his  protestations  that  he  never  could 
and  never  would  consent  to  such  a  policy.  The  King 
was  very  fond  of  hearing  himself  talk,  and  loved  on 
such  occasions  to  display  all  that  eloquence  which  he 
fully  believed  himself  to  possess,  and  which  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  letting  out  on  any  Parliamentary  or 
public  platform.  Then,  when  the  King  had  exhausted 
himself  in  repeating  over  and  over  again  his  reasons 
for  refusing  the  demands  made  upon  him,  Wellington 
would  quietly  return  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
practical  way  out  of  the  difficulty  but  to  assent  to 
the  proposition.  The  King  usually  gave  way,  and  the 
interview  had  a  satisfactory  close.  The  King  was 
appeased  by  the  sound  of  his  own  eloquence,  and  the 
taciturn  minister  had  his  way. 
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This  course  of  policy  Wellington  resolved  to 
adopt  with  regard  to  the  question  of  Catholic 
Emancipation.  He  listened  to  all  the  talk  about  the 
coronation  oath  and  the  declaration  that  George 
would  rather  retire  to  his  kingdom  of  Hanover,  ab- 
dicate the  throne  of  England,  and  leave  the  English 
people  to  find  a  Catholic — that  is  a  pro-Catholic — 
king  in  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  then  merely 
pointed  out  to  the  sovereign  that  something  had  to 
be  done,  and  that  His  Majesty's  advisers  could  think 
of  nothing  else  but  the  course  which  they  proposed 
for  his  acceptance.  The  King  gave  way  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  he  put  his  foot  down,  as  the  modern 
phrase  goes,  on  the  maintenance  of  the  Oath  of 
Supremacy  in  its  existing  form. 

There  is  an  interesting  account  given  of  the 
final  interview  which  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Lord 
Lyndhurst,  and  Eobert  Peel  had  with  their  royal 
master  on  this  subject.  Without  an  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  that  Boman  Catholics  could  enter  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  the  oath  contained  the  very 
words  no  Catholic  could  possibly  consent  to  utter  or 
subscribe.  The  King  absolutely  and  vehemently 
refused  to  give  his  consent  to  any  alteration  of  the 
oath,  and  he  then  asked  his  three  ministers  what, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  proposed  to  do.  The 
ministers  informed  the  sovereign  that  they  proposed 
to  ask  his  permission  for  them  to  make  announcement 
in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  that  they  had  ceased 
to  hold  office  and  were  no  longer  responsible  for  the 
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work  of  administration.  George  took  the  announce- 
ment at  first  with  gracious  composure,  and  told  them 
he  supposed  he  could  not  find  any  fault  with  them 
for  their  act  of  resignation.  He  carried  his  kindness 
even  farther,  for,  as  we  learn  on  the  authority  of  one 
of  the  three  ministers,  '  the  King  took  leave  of  us 
with  great  composure  and  great  kindness,  gave  to 
each  of  us  a  salute  on  each  cheek,  and  accepted  our 
resignation  of  office.' 

Thackeray,  in  his  lecture  on  George  the  Fourth, 
turned  this  record  to  most  amusing  account,  and 
delighted  his  audience  by  a  comical  description 
of  the  King's  paternal  benediction  imprinted  in 
kisses  on  the  cheeks  of  Wellington,  Lyndhurst, 
and  Peel.  But  when  the  kissing  was  over  and 
the  three  statesmen  had  departed,  the  King  began  to 
find  that  he  was  left  practically  without  a  Government. 
What  was  to  be  done  ?  It  would  be  impossible  to 
form  a  Government  after  his  own  heart  without  such 
men  as  Wellington,  Lyndhurst,  and  Peel,  and  even  if 
he  could  have  got  over  his  own  personal  dislike  to 
Lord  Grey,  it  was  impossible  to  suppose  that  Lord 
Grey  would  become  the  head  of  any  Government  which 
did  not  undertake  Catholic  Emancipation.  The  King 
found  himself  in  the  awkward  position  of  having 
either  to  announce  to  his  subjects  that  he  intended 
to  govern  without  any  ministers,  and  to  direct  the 
affairs  of  the  State  entirely  out  of  his  own  head,  or 
to  call  back  to  office  the  men  whom  he  had  kissed 
and  sent  away.  Even  George  the  Fourth  could  not 
hesitate  when  such  a  choice  was  forced  upon  him. 
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He  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  telling  him 
that  he  must  once  more  put  himself  in  the  hands  of 
the  Duke  and  his  colleagues,  and  let  them  deal  as 
they  thought  best  with  Catholic  Emancipation. 

The  Catholic  Eelief  Bill  was  at  once  brought  in, 
and  consisted  in  substance  of  the  enactment  of  a  new 
oath,  which  admitted  Eoman  Catholics  to  Parliament 
and  to  all  political  and  civil  offices  excepting  merely 
those  of  Eegent,  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  The  Bill  was  passed  rapidly  through 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  third  reading  was 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  320  votes  to 
142,  and  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  213  to  109,  and 
the  great  controversy  was  happily  at  an  end.  The 
settlement,  however,  was  not  effected  with  as  com- 
plete and  liberal  a  spirit  as  Peel  would  certainly  have 
infused  into  it  if  he  could  have  had  his  way. 

O'Connell,  who  had  been  twice  elected  for  Clare, 
was  not  allowed  to  take  his  seat  under  the  new 
measure  until  he  had  returned  to  his  constituents 
and  submitted  himself  for  re-election — a  ceremonial 
absolutely  unnecessary,  and  only  impressing  the 
civilised  world  as  an  evidence  of  the  ungenerous  and 
ungracious  manner  in  which  the  inevitable  had  been 
accepted.  Then,  again,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was 
passed  disfranchising  the  class  of  voters  in  Ireland 
who  were  called  the  Forty-shilling  Freeholders,  who 
formed  a  large  proportion  of  O'Connell's  constituents. 
This  was  done  no  doubt  to  put  some  obstacles,  at  all 
events,  in  the  way  of  the  Irish  Catholic  population 
if  they  should  hope  ever  again  to  make  the  repre- 
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sentation  of  any  national  claims  as  effective  as  they 
had  done  in  the  Clare  election.  It  may  be  taken  for 
granted  that  Peel  would  not  have  marred  the  effect 
of  an  act  of  mere  justice  by  niggardly  qualifications 
of  any  kind,  but  he  knew  he  had  to  deal  with  a  Tory 
House  of  Lords,  and  was  content  to  accept  some 
compromise  as  long  as  he  could  carry  the  main  object 
of  his  policy.  The  first  great  chapter  in  the  modern 
history  of  political  reform  had  come  to  a  thrilling 
close. 


Ill 


CHAPTEE  LXVIH. 

THE    LAST   OF   THE    GEORGES. 

ONE  incident  connected  more  or  less  directly  with  the 
Catholic  Emancipation  question  deserves  historical 
record,  if  only  for  the  curious  light  it  throws  upon 
the  contrast  between  the  manners  of  that  day  and 
the  manners  of  more  recent  times.  Shortly  before 
the  passing  of  the  Catholic  Eelief  Bill,  the  Earl  of 
Winchilsea  wrote  a  letter  which  was  published  in 
one  of  the  newspapers  strongly  denouncing  the  con- 
duct of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  declaring  him 
guilty  of  having  joined  in  a  conspiracy  to  overthrow 
the  Church  and  the  Constitution  of  England  under 
false  pretences.  This  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
secretary  of  a  committee  formed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  King's  College  in  London,  and  Lord  Winchil- 
sea had  apparently  assumed  that  the  subject  under 
consideration  warranted  him  in  expressing  his  views 
with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Prime  Minister  on 
the  Catholic  relief  question.  In  more  recent  times, 
of  course,  such  a  letter  might  have  been  written  by 
anybody,  whether  peer  or  commoner,  and  published 
in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  country  without  calling 
for  the  slightest  notice  on  the  part  of  a  Prime 
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Minister.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  however,  lived 
at  a  time  when  a  different  code  of  honour  and 
etiquette  prevailed.  He  wrote  to  Lord  Winchilsea 
a  letter,  the  principal  passage  of  which  is  worth 
quoting  to  illustrate  the  peculiar  sense  of  duty  which 
could,  at  the  time,  direct  the  conduct  of  a  man  like 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  '  The  question  for  me  now 
to  decide  is  this.  Is  a  gentleman  who  happens  to 
be  the  King's  Minister  to  submit  to  be  insulted  by 
any  gentleman  who  thinks  proper  to  attribute  to 
him  disgraceful  or  criminal  motives  for  his  conduct 
as  an  individual?  I  cannot  doubt  of  the  decision 
which  I  ought  to  make  on  this  question.  Your 
Lordship  is  alone  responsible  for  the  consequences.' 
This  was,  of  course,  a  challenge  to  Lord  Winchilsea 
to  withdraw  his  accusation  or  to  fight  a  duel 
forthwith. 

Now,*  to  the  cool  philosophic  mind,  at  least  in 
later  times,  it  might  well  seem  obvious  that  whether 
Lord  Winchilsea's  charge  against  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  just  or  unjust,  its  justice  or  injustice 
could  not  in  any  way  be  made  clear  by  the  discharge 
of  bullets  from  the  pistols  of  the  challenger  and  the 
challenged.  The  cool  philosophic  observer  of  a  later 
time  might  wonder  also  how  the  Duke's  sense 
of  public  responsibility  could  allow  him  to  peril  a 
life  which  he  must  have  known  to  be  of  the  highest 
value  to  his  country,  for  the  sake  of  taking  part  in 
a  combat  with  an  antagonist  whose  personal  opinion 
of  the  Duke  and  of  the  Duke's  conduct  could  not  be 
of  the  slightest  importance  to  the  vast  majority  of 
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the  Duke's  countrymen.  But  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton was  not  in  any  case  a  cool  philosophic  observer, 
and  he  lived  at  a  time  when  the  established  or 
tolerated  code  of  what  was  called  personal  honour 
seemed  to  have  nothing  to  do  either  with  Christian 
morals,  with  political  expediency,  or  with  ordinary 
common-sense.  Wellington  accepted  without  question 
the  dictates  of  the  supposed  code  of  honour,  and  he 
sent  his  challenge.  Lord  Winchilsea,  it  will  be  seen, 
did  not  intend  to  stand  by  his  gross  and  preposterous 
charge  against  the  Duke,  but  he  did  not  think  that 
the  code  of  honour  allowed  him  to  say  so  like  a  man, 
and  tender  an  apology  like  what  we  should  now  call 
a  gentleman,  without  first  subjecting  himself  to  the 
fire  of  his  wrongfully-accused  antagonist.  So  the 
Duke  and  the  Earl  went  out  with  their  seconds 
and  met  at  Wimbledon.  The  victor  of  Waterloo 
was  not  destined  to  kill  or  to  be  killed  in  this  absurd 
contest.  When  the  parties  to  the  duel  were  placed 
on  the  ground  and  the  word  was  given,  Lord 
Winchilsea  reserved  his  fire,  the  bullet  from  the 
Duke's  pistol  passed  him  without  doing  any  harm, 
and  Lord  Winchilsea  then  discharged  his  pistol  in 
the  air,  and  authorised  his  second  to  make  known 
his  retractation  of  his  charge  against  the  Duke,  and 
his  apology  for  having  made  such  a  charge.  The 
retractation  and  the  apology  were  published  in  the 
newspapers,  and  there,  to  use  a  form  of  words  which 
was  very  common  at  the  time  after  such  an  incident, 
the  affair  ended  with  equal  honour  to  both  parties. 
It  seems  hard  now  to  understand  how  any  man, 
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in  the  position  and  with  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  could  bring  himself  to  think 
that  he  was  called  upon  to  risk  his  life  for  the  mere 
sake  of  resenting  an  imputation  which  no  rational 
man  in  his  senses  could  possibly  have  regarded  as 
of  any  consequence  to  the  Duke's  public  or  private 
character.  The  whole  incident  seems  to  us  now  one 
more  properly  belonging  to  comic  opera  than  to 
serious  political  life.  We  can  hardly  conceive  the 
possibility  of  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  insisting  on 
fighting  a  duel  with  some  hot-headed  member  of  the 
House  of  Lords  who  had  chosen  to  describe  him  as 
a  conspirator  against  the  Constitution  and  the  Church 
of  England.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  however, 
must  be  judged  according  to  the  ways  of  his  own 
time,  and  the  code  of  political  and  personal  honour 
in  which  he  had  been  nurtured.  There  has  not  been 
in  modern  political  history  a  more  conscientious  and 
high-minded  statesman  than  Eobert  Peel,  and  yet  not 
very  long  before  the  Winchilsea  business  Eobert 
Peel  had  only  been  prevented  by  the  interference  of 
the  law  from  going  out  to  fight  a  duel  with  Daniel 
O'Connell,  and  O'Connell  himself  had  killed  his  man 
in  another  affair  of  honour,  as  it  was  called.  We 
who  live  in  these  islands  at  the  present  time  may  be 
excused  if  we  indulge  in  a  certain  feeling  of  self- 
complacency  when  we  contemplate  the  advance 
towards  a  better  code  of  personal  honour  and  a 
better  recognition  of  the  teachings  of  Christianity 
which  has  been  made  here  since  the  days  when  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  thought  that  for  him,  as  a  gentle- 
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man,  there  was  no  other  course  to  take  than  to  risk 
his  life  because  an  insignificant  person  had  made  a 
ridiculous  charge  against  him. 

Still,  it  is  something  to  know  that  there  were 
cool  observers  even  at  the  time  who  thought  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  had  done  wrong.  Charles 
Greville,  in  commenting  on  the  duel,  says  that 
6  everybody,  of  course,  sees  the  matter  in  a  different 
light ;  all  blame  Lord  Winchilsea,  but  they  are 
divided  as  to  whether  the  Duke  ought  to  have  fought 
or  not.'  '  Lord  Winchilsea  is  such  a  maniac,  and 
has  so  lost  his  head,  that  everybody  imagined  the 
Duke  would  treat  what  he  said  with  silent  contempt.' 
Greville  utterly  condemns  Lord  Winchilsea  for 
having  made  the  attack  on  the  Duke,  and  for  not 
having  sent  an  apology  when  it  was  first  required  of 
him,  but  he  adds  :  '  I  think,  having  committed  the 
folly  of  writing  so  outrageous  a  letter,  he  did  the 
only  thing  a  man  of  honour  could  do  in  going  out 
and  receiving  a  shot  and  then  making  an  apology, 
which  he  was  all  this  time  prepared  to  do,  for  he  had 
it  ready  written  in  his  pocket.'  Most  of  us  at  this 
time  of  day  would  be  inclined  to  think  that  if  Lord 
Winchilsea  was  willing  to  make  the  apology  and  had 
it  ready  written  in  his  pocket,  he  might  have  acted 
according  to  a  better  code  of  honour  by  not  exposing 
the  Duke  to  the  chance  of  killing  him.  However, 
we  must  not  expect  too  much  from  Greville,  and  it 
is  well  to  know,  as  his  final  verdict  on  the  whole 
affair,  that  '  I  think  the  Duke  ought  not  to  have 
challenged  him  ;  it  was  very  juvenile,  and  he  stands 
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in  far  too  high  a  position,  and  his  life  is  so  much 
publica  cura,  that  he  should  have  treated  him  and  his 
letter  with  the  contempt  they  merited.'  The  King, 
it  seems,  approved  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  con- 
duct in  making  the  letter  the  subject  of  a  challenge 
and  meeting  his  opponent  in  a  duel.  Greville  goes 
on  to  remark  that  somebody  said  '  the  King  would 
be  wanting  to  fight  a  duel  himself,'  whereupon  some- 
one else  observed,  '  He  will  be  sure  to  think  he  has 
fought  one.' 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  had  a  great  deal  to 
trouble  him  after  the  passing  of  the  Catholic  Belief 
Bill.  There  was  great  distress  all  over  the  country, 
and  the  discontent  was  naturally  in  proportion  to  the 
distress.  Wellington  had  lost  much  of  his  popu- 
larity with  the  more  extreme  members  of  his  own 
party,  who  could  not  lift  their  minds  to  an  under- 
standing of  the  reasons  which  had  compelled  him  to 
change  his  old  opinions  on  the  Catholic  question.  It 
cannot  be  doubted,  too,  that  he  sometimes  felt  dis- 
appointed with  the  results  which  were  following 
from  his  policy  towards  Ireland.  Members  of  his 
own  party  were  continually  dinning  into  his  ears 
their  declaration  that  the  measure  passed  in  favour 
of  the  Eoman  Catholics  had  not  put  a  stop  to  agita- 
tion in  Ireland,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  O'Connell 
was  now  beginning  to  agitate  for  a  repeal  of  the  Act 
of  Union.  At  that  time,  as  at  all  times,  the  oppo- 
nents of  any  great  act  of  justice  were  eager  to  make 
out  that  its  concession  must  have  been  an  utter 
failure,  because  instead  of  satisfying  everybody  for 
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ever  it  had  only  led  other  people  to  demand  that 
other  acts  of  justice  should  also  be  done.  Some 
members  of  Wellington's  own  party  were  now  in- 
clined for  the  first  time  to  become  advocates  of  Parlia  - 
mentary  reform,  on  the  ground  that  nothing  but  a 
reduced  franchise  in  England  could  save  the  State 
Church  from  being  overthrown  by  the  emancipated 
Eoman  Catholics.  Those  who  had  trembled  before 
at  the  possibility  of  revolutionary  sentiments  leading 
to  the  subversion  of  the  throne,  now  declared  them- 
selves in  terror  lest  the  spread  of  Eoman  Catholic 
doctrine  should  lead  to  the  subversion  of  the  Pro- 
testant altar.  The  truth  is,  and  it  is  a  truth  of  which 
governments  have  to  be  reminded  even  in  our  own 
times,  that  the  long  delay  of  justice  was  alone 
answerable  for  any  alarm  which  might  have  been 
caused  by  its  sudden  concession.  The  arguments  in 
favour  of  Catholic  Emancipation  were  just  as  strong, 
and  ought  to  have  been  just  as  clear,  to  all  rational 
men  before  it  became  evident  to  Wellington  and  Peel 
that  there  was  no  choice  but  between  emancipation 
and  civil  war.  The  plain  duty  of  a  civilised  Govern- 
ment is  to  redress  injustice  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  not  to  wait  idly  or  ignorantly  until  the 
danger  of  a  popular  uprising  makes  instant  redress 
inevitable. 

The  great  distress  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
was  in  the  meantime  leading  to  new  forms  of  crime. 
The  burning  of  corn-ricks  and  farmhouses  was  be- 
coming in  many  districts  the  terrible  form  in  which 
hunger  and  want  of  work  made  wild  war  against 
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property.  The  Game  Laws,  which  were  then  at  their 
highest  pitch  of  severity,  led  to  ferocious  and  fre- 
quent struggles  between  the  patrons  and  the  enemies 
of  legalised  monopoly.  Poachers  were  killed  by 
game  preservers,  and  game  preservers  were  killed  by 
poachers.  Every  assize  court  told  this  same  story. 
An  entirely  new  form  of  crime  broke  out  in  the 
murders  which  were  committed  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  bodies  to  be  sold  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
section. The  price  of  food  was  often  made  enor- 
mously high  by  the  purely  artificial  restrictions 
imposed  upon  its  importation,  and  even  in  some 
cases  on  its  mere  production,  and  in  ordinary  human 
society  increase  of  poverty  always  means  increase  of 
crime.  A  large  proportion  of"  the  population  was 
sunk  in  absolute  ignorance,  and  as  yet  no  systematic 
attempt  whatever  was  made  to  establish  any  form  of 
national  education.  The  luxury  and  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  rich  were  enormous,  and  were  greatly 
stimulated  by  the  example  of  the  sovereign  and  the 
Court.  Under  the  influence  of  the  spasmodic  and 
unreal  impulse  given  to  commercial  activity  by  the 
late  wars  the  rich  seemed  to  be  growing  richer, 
while  by  the  increased  taxation  which  was  the  result 
of  these  wars  the  poor  were  certainly  made  to  grow 
poorer.  The  demand  for  Parliamentary  reform  was 
beginning  to  express  itself  in  systematic  movements. 
Lord  John  Eussell  and  Henry  Brougham  made  their 
voices  heard  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  through- 
out the  country.  Daniel  O'Connell  went  so  far  as  to 
declare  that  nothing  would  satisfy  him  short  of 
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universal  suffrage  -  manhood  suffrage,  that  is  to  say 
— vote  by  ballot,  and  triennial  Parliaments.  This  was 
thought  at  the  time  by  most  people  to  be  the  mere 
raving  of  a  madman  or  the  wild  outcry  of  a  revolu- 
tionary demagogue.  We  are  not  very  far  from  the 
full  accomplishment  of  the  programme  just  now. 
The  agitation  against  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  was 
becoming  an  important  movement.  The  time,  in  fact, 
was  one  of  storm  and  high  pressure.  The  shapes  of 
great  coming  changes  were  daily  seen  upon  the 
horizon,  and  part  of  the  community  regarded  as  the 
portents  of  coming  national  destruction  what  others 
welcomed  as  the  bright  signs  of  approaching  pros- 
perity, education,  and  peace. 

One  coming  change  all  men  looked  forward  to 
with  the  conviction  that  it  was  near.  The  end  of 
the  reign  was  close  at  hand.  The  King's  health  and 
strength  had  wholly  given  way  of  late  years,  and  it 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  medical  science  to  do  much 
for  the  prolongation  of  his  life,  even  if  George  had 
been  the  sort  of  man  to  give  medical  science  any 
chance  of  doing  much  for  him.  Preparations,  how- 
ever, were  still  being  made  for  his  birthday  celebra- 
tion in  April,  and  nothing  was  done  by  any  official 
announcement  to  give  strength  to  the  general  pre- 
vailing impression  that  the  end  was  near  at  hand. 
When,  on  April  15,  a  bulletin  was  at  last  issued  it 
merely  announced  that  the  King  was  suffering  from 
a  bilious  attack  accompanied  by  a  slight  difficulty 
in  breathing,  but  nothing  was  said  to  intimate  that 
the  King's  physicians  were  in  any  alarm  for  the 
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result.  The  royal  physicians  still  kept  issuing  bulle- 
tins, but  they  were  so  vague  in  their  terms  that  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  they  were  not  made  purposely 
deceptive.  It  would  appear  that  King  George, 
like  many  braver  and  better  men,  had  a  nervous 
objection  to  any  admission  by  himself  or  on  his 
behalf  that  there  was  the  slightest  reason  for  alarm 
as  to  the  state  of  his  health.  Greville,  who  was  then 
in  Eome,  notes  on  May  12  that :  '  Everybody  here  is 
in  great  alarm  about  the  King,  who  I  have  no  doubt 
is  very  ill.'  Then  Greville  adds,  in  characteristic 
fashion :  '  I  am  afraid  he  will  die  before  I  get  home, 
and  I  should  like  to  be  in  at  the  death,  and  see  all 
the  proceedings  of  a  new  reign.'  '  But  he  makes  up 
his  mind  that  he  must  not  hurry  his  departure  on 
the  ground  that  '  I  shall  probably  never  see  Eome 
again,  and  I  have  a  good  chance  of  seeing  at  least 
one  king  more  leave  us.' 

Days  and  days  went  on  and  the  public  were  still 
kept  in  doubt,  until  on  May  24  a  message  was  sent  in 
the  King's  name  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  say 
that  the  King  no  longer  found  it  convenient  to  sign 
State  papers  with  his  own  hand,  and  hoped  some 
means  might  be  found  for  relieving  him  from  the 
necessity  of  making  any  attempt  to  discharge  the 
painful  duty.  This  announcement  made  it  clear 
enough  to  everybody  that  the  King  was  in  a  very 
weak  condition,  but  there  was  naturally  some  diffi- 
culty about  devising  an  entirely  satisfactory  method 
of  dispensing  him  from  the  duty  of  appending  his 
sign-manual  to  important  documents.  Not  a  very 
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long  time  had  passed  away  since  the  throne  of 
England  was  nominally  occupied  by  an  insane 
sovereign.  It  was  thought  quite  possible  that 
insanity  might  show  itself  in  the  present  King,  and 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  utmost  care 
should  be  taken  to  provide  against  any  chance  of  the 
royal  authority  being  misused  by  those  who  sur- 
rounded the  sovereign.  It  was  arranged,  therefore, 
that  the  sign-manual  should  be  affixed  in  the  King's 
presence,  and  in  obedience  to  his  order  given  by 
word  of  mouth,  and  that  the  document  thus  stamped 
must  be  endorsed  by  three  members  of  the  Privy 
Council.  All  this  was  to  be  provided  for  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  the  Act  was  only  to  be  in  operation 
during  the  session  then  going  on,  in  order  that  if  the 
King's  malady  should  last  the  renewal  of  the  regular 
authority  must  be  formally  sought  from  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  Bill  for  this  purpose  became  law  on  May 
28,  and  it  remained  in  operation  but  for  a  very  short 
time.  On  June  26,  about  three  in  the  morning,  the 
reign  of  George  the  Fourth  came  to  an  end.  The  death 
was  sudden,  even  when  we  consider  that  there  had 
been  for  some  time  no  hope  left  of  the  King's  recovery. 
George  was  sitting  up  in  bed,  and  to  all  outward 
appearance  was  not  any  worse  than  he  had  been  for 
some  days  before,  when  suddenly  a  startled  expres- 
sion came  over  his  face,  he  leaned  his  head  on  the 
shoulder  of  one  of  his  attendants,  was  heard  to  say, 
'  0  God,  this  is  death, '  and  then  all  was  over. 

The   rupture  of  a  blood-vessel  proved   to   have 
been  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  but  ossification 
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of  some  of  the  vessels  near  the  heart  had  begun  years 
before  and  a  complication  of  disorders  had  been  gradu- 
ally setting  in.  The  King's  mode  of  life  was  not  one 
which  gave  him  any  chance  of  rallying  against  such 
disorders.  He  was  reckless  in  his  food  and  drink, 
and  had  long  been  in  the  way  of  cheering  and  stimu- 
lating himself  by  glasses  of  cherry-brandy  taken  at 
any  moment  of  the  day  when  the  impulse  came  upon 
him.  Shortly  before  his  death  George  made  an  ear- 
nest request  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  was  in 
constant  attendance,  that  he  should  be  buried  in  the 
night-shirt  which  he  was  wearing  at  the  time.  The 
Duke  was  somewhat  surprised  at  this  request,  for 
one  reason  among  others  that  the  garment  in  ques- 
tion did  not  seem  likely  to  commend  itself  as  a 
shroud  even  to  a  sovereign  less  particular  as  to 
costume  than  George  the  Fourth  had  been.  During  his 
later  years,  however,  as  we  learn  from  the  testimony 
of  Wellington  himself,  the  King,  who  used  to  be  the 
very  prince  of  dandies  where  his  outer  garments 
were  concerned,  had  got  into  the  way  of  sleeping 
in  uncleanly  night-shirts  and  particularly  dirty 
night-caps.  When  the  King  was  dead,  Wellington 
noticed  that  there  was  a  red  silk  ribbon  round  his 
neck  beneath  his  shirt.  The  ribbon  was  found  to 
have  attached  to  it  a  locket  containing  a  tiny 
portrait  of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  perhaps  the  one  only 
woman  he  had  ever  loved"  perhaps,  too,  the  woman 
he  had  most  deeply  wronged.  It  seemed  that  at 
one  period  of  their  love  story  the  King  and  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert  had  exchanged  small  portraits,  each 
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covered  by  half  a  cut  diamond,  and  no  doubt  there 
was  an  understanding  that  each  should  rest  for  ever 
on  the  breast  of  its  wearer. 

Nothing  in  the  story  of  George  the  Fourth's  worth- 
less and  erring  life  is  more  discreditable  and  dis- 
honourable to  him  than  the  manner  in  which  he 
behaved  to  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  and  the  utter  falsehood  of 
the  denial  which  he  had  given  to  the  reports  that  a 
marriage  ceremony  had  taken  place  between  them — a 
falsehood  which,  be  it  remembered,  he  had  declared  to 
Charles  Fox  upon  his  honour  to  be  a  truthful  state- 
ment. The  moralist  may  be  a  little  puzzled  how  to 
make  up  his  mind  as  to  the  bearing  of  this  incident 
upon  the  character  of  George  the  Fourth.  Does  it  re- 
lieve the  murky  gloom  of  George's  life  by  one  streak 
of  light  if  we  find  that  after  all  he  did  love  Mrs.  Fitz- 
herbert to  the  last,  and  that  in  his  dying  moments 
he  wished  her  portrait  to  go  with  him  to  the  tomb  ? 
Or  does  it  darken  the  stain  upon  the  man's  life  to 
know  that  he  really  did  love  the  woman  whom  never- 
theless he  could  deliberately  consign  to  an  infamous 
imputation  ?  We  do  not  know  whether  any  writer 
of  romance  has  ventured  to  introduce  into  his  pages  an 
incident  and  a  problem  such  as  those  which  are  thus 
associated  with  the  death-bed  of  George  the  Fourth. 
It  is  something  to  know  that  the  King's  brother,  the 
Duke  of  Clarence,  whom  that  death- bed  had  made 
King  of  England,  was  kind  and  generous  to  Mrs. 
Fitzherbert,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  atone  to  her 
for  the  trials  which  her  love  and  her  royal  lover  had 
brought  upon  her  life. 
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George  was  in  his  sixty-eighth  year  when  he  died. 
It  would  not  be  easy  to  find  anywhere  the  story  of 
a  life  which  left  so  little  of  good  to  be  remembered. 
George  seems  to  have  had  some  generous  impulses 
now  and  then,  and  he  probably  did  some  kindly  acts 
which  could  be  set  off  against  his  many  errors,  im- 
perfections, ignoble  selfishnesses,  and  grave  offences. 
But  the  record  of  his  career  as  history  gives  it  to  us 
is  that  of  a  life  almost  absolutely  surrendered  to  self- 
indulgence.  It  is  only  fair  to  remember  when  we 
consider  all  the  unworthy  acts  of  his  manhood  that 
the  unwise  and  harsh  restraints  imposed  upon  him  in 
his  early  years  are  accountable,  at  least  to  a  certain 
extent,  for  the  follies  and  the  vices  to  which  he 
yielded  himself  up  when  he  became,  as  Byron  says  of 
one  of  his  characters,  '  Lord  of  himself,  that  heritage 
of  woe.'  Heritage  of  woe  it  certainly  was  in  the 
case  of  George  the  Fourth.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
appears  to  have  had  the  gift  of  forming  close  friend- 
ships with  men  of  genius  and  of  noble  impulse,  but 
their  example  never  told  upon  him,  and  as  one 
cause  or  other  removed  them  from  his  side  his  career 
bore  with  it  no  trace  of  their  influence  or  their  in- 
spiration. No  one  ever  seems  to  have  loved  him 
except  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  alone,  and  we  have  seen  how 
that  love  was  repaid.  Even  those  who  were  most 
devoted  to  him  in  his  later  years,  because  of  their 
devotion  to  the  royal  house  and  to  the  State  of 
which  he  was  the  representative,  found  themselves 
compelled  to  bear  the  heaviest  testimony  against  his 
levity,  his  selfishness,  his  lack  of  conscience,  his  utter 


1830.  BRILLIANT  BUT   SUPERFICIAL.  125 

indifference  to  all  the  higher  objects  and  purposes 
of  life. 

George  must  have  had  some  natural  talents  and 
some  gifts  of  intellect,  for  he  would  otherwise  not 
have  chosen  such  friends  as  those  whom  in  his  better 
days  he  chose  out  and  brought  around  him.  We  are 
told  that  he  had  marvellous  powers  of  conversation, 
that  he  had  a  ready  wit,  and  a  keen  insight  into  the 
humours  and  the  weaknesses  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  compelled  to  associate.  We  are  told  that  he  could 
compete  in  repartee  with  the  recognised  wits  of  his 
time,  and  that  he  could  shine  as  a  talker  even  among 
men  whose  names  still  live  in  history  because  of  their 
reputations  as  talkers.  Of  course  it  will  naturally 
occur  to  the  mind  that  the  guests  of  the  Prince 
Eegent  might  be  easily  inclined  to  discover  genuine 
wit  in  any  repartee  which  came  from  the  Prince 
Eegent,  but  it  is  certain  that  some  at  least  of  the 
men  who  surrounded  him  were  not  likely  to  have 
been  betrayed  into  admiration  merely  because  of  the 
rank  of  their  royal  entertainer.  Burke  was  held  to 
have  spoken  disparagingly  of  George  when  he  de- 
scribed him  as  '  brilliant  but  superficial.'  To  one  of 
Burke's  deep  thought  and  wide  information  a  man 
might  well  have  seemed  superficial  in  whom  others 
nevertheless  believed  that  they  saw  evidences  of 
intellect  and  understanding,  but  if  Burke  thought 
a  man  brilliant  it  is  only  reasonable  to  assume  that 
that  man's  conversation  must  have  had  frequent 
flashes  of  brilliancy. 

Undoubtedly  George  was  capable  sometimes  of 
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appreciating  thoroughly  the   qualities  of  greatness 
in  other  men,  but   the   appreciation  never  left  any 
abiding  influence  upon  his  character  or  his  career. 
He  certainly  did  not  make  himself  the  cause  of  so 
much  injury  to  the  best   interests   of  the  State  as 
George  the   Third  had  done,  but  it  has  also  to  be 
observed  that  when  George  the  Third  went  wrong 
and  obstinately  maintained   a  wrongful    course  he 
was  acting  in  dogged  obedience  to  what  he  believed 
to  be  his  conscience  and  the  teachings  of  his  creed. 
George  the  Fourth  had  absolutely  no  conscience  and 
no  law  of  life,  and  when  he  talked  most  vehemently 
and  loudly  about  his  coronation  oath  those  who  were 
accustomed  to  deal  with  him  knew  quite  well  from 
experience  that  when  he  had  exhausted  his  humour 
by  a  sufficient  outpouring  of  eloquence  he  would  be 
sure  to  take  the  advice  given  to  him  and  to  trouble 
himself  no  more  about  the  question  of  conscience. 
In  this  way,  of  course,  George  the  Fourth  did  less 
harm  to  the  State  than  his  father  had   done,  but 
when  we  come  to  compare  the  moral  character  of 
the  two  men  we  must  admit  that  the  obstinacy  of 
the  father  deserves  a  recognition  which  we  cannot 
give  to  the  spasmodic  and  ephemeral  self-assertion 
of  the  son.      Nobody  for  a  moment  believed  that 
George  the  Fourth  had  the  slightest  idea  of  actually 
abdicating  his  royal  position  in  England  and  betaking 
himself  to  perpetual  boredom  in  Hanover  rather  than 
consent  to  the   passing   of  Catholic   Emancipation. 
But  at  times  of  trial  those  who  were  around  George 
the  Third  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  if  he  were 
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driven  to  choose  between  his  throne  and  his  con- 
science he  would  have  come  down  deliberately  from 
the  throne  and  followed  his  conscience  whithersoever 
it  might  lead  him.  With  George  the  Fourth  the 
only  question  was  how  long  he  would  stand  the 
wear  and  tear  of  having  to  defend  his  position,  and 
how  soon  he  would  begin  to  feel  that  the  incon- 
venience of  giving  in  would  be  less  troublesome  than 
the  inconvenience  of  holding  out.  Even  the  most 
courtly  historian  would  be  hard  put  to  it  if  he  were 
set  to  find  out  any  passage  in  the  whole  of  George 
the  Fourth's  matured  life  which  compels  admira- 
tion. 

George  seems  to  have  been  an  absolutely  self- 
centred  man.  He  was  to  all  appearance  constitu- 
tionally unable  to  import  into  his  mind  any  con- 
siderations but  those  which  affected  his  own  personal 
comforts,  and  likings,  and  indulgences,  and  occa- 
sional love  of  display.  There  were  times  when  he 
evidently  thought  he  was  acting  a  great  part,  and 
when  it  filled  him  with  joy  to  believe  that  he  was 
thus  making  himself  an  object  of  public  admiration ; 
but  no  higher  consideration,  no  thought  beyond 
himself  and  the  applause  he  believed  himself  to  be 
winning,  appear  to  have  entered  his  mind  even  at 
such  moments  of  exaltation.  We  read  in  history 
of  princes  who  believed  themselves  qualified  by 
nature  to  be  great  actors  or  great  singers,  and  who 
made  absurd  exhibitions  of  themselves  accordingly 
and  accepted  the  courtly  and  venal  applause  as 
genuine  tributes  to  artistic  genius.  In  the  same 
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way,  and  only  in  the  same  way,  George  the  Fourth 
sometimes  believed  himself  to  be  playing  a  great 
part,  and  it  gratified  his  vanity  to  act  the  part  out 
until  it  became  tiresome  to  him  and  he  found  it  a 
relief  to  go  back  to  the  ordinary  delights  of  his 
easy,  lazy,  and  sensuous  nature.  Perhaps  the  best 
that  can  be  said  of  him  is  that  he  had  possibly  some 
gifts  which  under  other  conditions  might  have  been 
turned  to  better  account.  Perhaps  if  he  had  had 
to  work  for  a  living,  to  make  a  career  in  life  for 
himself,  to  depend  for  his  success  entirely  on  the 
steady  use  of  his  own  best  qualities,  and  to  avoid 
the  idleness  and  self-indulgence  which  would  have 
condemned  him  to  perpetual  stint  and  poverty,  he 
might  have  made  a  respectable  name  in  some  career 
where  intelligence  and  application  count  for  much. 
But  a  hard  fortune  had  condemned  him  to  be  a 
king,  and  to  begin  by  being  the  son  of  a  king,  and 
thus  to  find  as  the  years  went  on  increasing  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  all  his  meanest  tastes  and  finding 
always  around  him  the  ready  homage  which  accords 
its  applause  to  the  most  ignoble  caprices  and  the 
most  wanton  self-indulgence.  The  reign  of  George 
the  Fourth  saw  great  deeds  and  great  men  ;  it  could 
have  seen  few  men  in  all  his  realm  less  deserving  a 
word  of  praise  than  George  the  Fourth. 

The  reign  saw  the  beginning  of  many  great 
enterprises  in  practical  science,  the  uprising  of 
many  philanthropic  combinations,  and  the  first 
movements  of  political  and  social  reform.  It  saw  the 
earliest  attempts  made  in  a  systematic  way  towards 
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the  spread  of  education  among  the  multitude,  and 
the  close  of  many  a  bright  career  in  literature  and 
the  arts.  Bishop  Heber  died  in  1826.  The  death 
of  Byron  has  already  been  recorded  in  these  pages, 
and  at  even  an  earlier  period  of  the  reign  two  other 
stars  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  firmament  of 
literature  ceased  to  shine  upon  the  earth  in  bodily 
presence  with  the  deaths  of  Keats  and  Shelley. 
John  Kemble,  probably  the  greatest  English  tragic 
actor  from  the  days  of  Garrick  to  the  uprising  of 
Edmund  Kean,  died  while  George  the  Fourth  was 
King.  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  Flaxman,  Fuseli,  and 
Nollekens  ceased  to  work  for  art.  Sir  Humphry 
Davy,  Dugald  Stewart,  and  Pestalozzi  were  lost  to 
science.  The  reign  saw  the  foundation  of  the  Eoyal 
Society  of  Literature,  which,  to  do  him  justice,  George 
the  Fourth  helped  to  establish ;  the  beginning  of 
Mechanics'  Institutes,  and  the  opening  of  some  new 
parks  and  the  Zoological  Gardens.  It  is  doubtful 
if  the  Thames  Tunnel  can  be  described  as  a  really 
valuable  addition  to  the  triumphs  of  engineering, 
and  it  will  perhaps  be  generally  admitted  that 
Buckingham  Palace  was  not  an  artistic  addition  to 
the  architectural  ornaments  of  the  metropolis.  The 
Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  was 
set  on  foot  owing  chiefly  to  the  energy  and  the 
instincts  of  Henry  Brougham. 

We  have  seen  how  the  foreign  policy  of  Canning 
opened  a  distinctly  new  chapter  in  English  history, 
and  it  may  be  observed  that  owing  to  the  influence 
of  that  policy  the  principle  of  neutrality  was  main- 
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tained  under  difficult  conditions,  and  even  where 
the  general  sympathy  of  England  went  distinctly 
with  one  of  the  parties  to  a  foreign  dispute.  This 
policy  might  well  have  been  followed  with  credit 
and  advantage  to  England  on  more  than  one  critical 
occasion  at  a  much  later  time.  The  reign  saw  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  towards  free  trade  as  a 
distinct  international  policy,  and  saw  the  removal  of 
some  of  the  most  cramping  and  antiquated  restric- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  and  the 
colonies.  The  crusade  against  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  may  be  said  to  have  begun  its  march  in  any- 
thing like  organised  form  during  this  reign.  The 
political  principles  which  we  now  describe  as  Liberal 
became  a  new  force  in  the  State  during  the  same 
time.  The  idea  that  even  beneficent  despotism  can 
be  counted  on  as  an  enduring  or  an  endurable  form 
of  government  began  to  die  out,  and  the  principle 
came  to  be  more  and  more  distinctly  and  loudly 
proclaimed  that  the  best  form  of  government  must 
be  not  only  for,  but  by,  the  people. 

These  things  are  in  themselves  enough  to  show 
that  in  the  sphere  of  political  and  social  reform  as 
well  as  in  that  of  practical  science  the  reign  of 
George  the  Fourth  was  at  least  a  reign  of  great 
beginnings.  The  student  of  history  may  perhaps 
draw  an  instructive  and  a  moral  lesson  from  the 
knowledge  forced  upon  him  of  the  fact  which  seems 
lamentable  in  itself  that  to  the  ruler  of  the  State 
little  or  nothing  was  due  for  the  achievements  which 
give  the  reign  its  best  claim  to  be  honoured  in 
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history.  The  reign  of  George  the  Fourth  teaches  us 
that  in  a  country  like  modern  England,  while  a  good 
sovereign  may  do  much  to  forward  the  intellectual, 
political,  and  social  progress  of  the  people,  even 
the  worst  sovereign  could  no  longer  do  much  to 
retard  it. 

The   Four   Georges   had   come    and    gone.      A 
famous  epoch  in  English  history  had  ended.     Four 
princes  of  the  same  race,  of  the  same  name,  had 
ruled  in  succession  over  the  English  people.     Practi- 
cally, the  reigns  of  the  four  namesakes  may  be  said 
to  coincide  with,  to  comprehend,  and  to  represent 
the  history  of  the  eighteenth  century  in  England. 
The  reign  of  George  the  Fourth  may  be  regarded  as 
a  survival  from  the  eighteenth  into  the  nineteenth 
century,  as  the  reign  of  Anne  was  a  survival  from 
the  seventeenth  into  the  eighteenth  century.     In  all 
the    changes   of    that   long   and   eventful   age   one 
change   is   very   memorable   and   significant.      The 
position   of  the   dynasty   was   very   different  when 
George  the  Fourth  died  from  what  it  was  when  his 
great-great-grandfather  came  over  unwillingly  from 
Germany  to  grasp  the  sceptre.     When  the  Elector  of 
Hanover  became  King  of  England,  the  Stuart  party 
was  still   a   power  in  political  life  and  the  Stuart 
cause  the  dearest  hope  of  a  very  large  number  of 
devoted  Englishmen.    It  might  well  be  hard  for  men 
to  realise  in  the  days  of  George  the  Fourth  that  in 
the  reign  of  the  first  George  and  in  the  reign  of  the 
second  George  the  throne  reeled  beneath  the  blows 
which   the    armed    adherents   of  the    exiled  Stuart 
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princes  struck  at  the  supremacy  of  the  sovereigns  of 
the  House  of  Brunswick.  Even  when  the  third 
George  came  to  the  throne  there  were  still  desperate 
dreamers  who  hoped  against  hope  that  something, 
anything  might  happen  which  would  allow  the  King — 
the  King  over  the  water — to  enjoy  his  own  again. 
When  the  last  of  the  Georges  passed  away,  the 
Stuart  cause  had  been  buried  for  nearly  half  a 
century  in  that  grave  in  Eome  which  encloses  the 
remains  of  the  last  and  perhaps  the  most  unhappy  of 
the  Stuart  Princes. 


WILLIAM    THE    FOURTH. 

CHAPTER  LXIX. 

KING   WILLIAM   THE    FOUKTH. 

WILLIAM  the  Fourth,  as  the  Duke  of  Clarence  had 
now  become,  was  nearing  the  completion  of  his 
sixty-fifth  year  when  the  death  of  his  brother  raised 
him  to  the  throne.  He  had  surely  had  full  time 
in  which  to  prepare  himself  for  the  business  of  a 
monarch,  for  during  a  long  period  it  was  well 
known  that  nothing  was  likely  to  stand  between 
him  and  the  succession  except  the  life  of  his  elder 
brother  the  Duke  of  York.  But  William's  tastes 
did  not  allure  him  to  any  study  of  the  duties  which 
belonged  to  a  throne.  The  Navy  was  assigned  to 
him  as  a  profession,  and  he  actually  saw  some 
service  in  America  and  in  the  West  Indies,  but  he 
obtained  his  promotion  as  a  matter  of  course  until 
he  reached  the  position  of  Lord  High  Admiral, 
which  may  be  described  as  the  main-top  of  his 
naval  career.  The  story  is  told  of  him,  and  will 
probably,  whether  it  be  accurate  or  not,  be  told  as 
long  as  his  history  comes  under  public  recollection, 
that  he  had  something  to  do  with  the  promotion  of 
the  great  naval  battle  of  Navarino,  which  led  to  the 
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emancipation  of  Greece.  The  combined  fleets  of 
England,  France,  and  Eussia,  under  command  of 
Admiral  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  were  watching  the 
Turkish  and  Egyptian  fleets,  in  order  to  protect 
Greece  against  them.  But  the  actual  course  to  be  taken 
by  the  allies  was  supposed  to  depend  upon  many 
serious  political  considerations.  The  British  Admi- 
ralty issued  a  solemn  official  despatch  to  Sir  Edward 
Codrington,  enjoining  on  him  the  necessity  of  great 
care  and  caution  in  any  action  he  might  take.  This 
document  was  forwarded  in  due  course  by  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  and  the  story  goes  that  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  scribbled  at  the  end  of  it  in  his  own  hand 
the  encouraging  words,  '  Go  it,  Ned.'  Whether  it 
was  fought  under  this  inspiration  or  not,  it  is  certain 
that  the  battle  was  fought,  that  the  Turkish  and 
Egyptian  fleets  were  destroyed,  and  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  Greece  was  won. 

The  English  public  generally  would  have  been 
none  the  less  inclined  to  welcome  the  accession  of 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  as  William  the  Fourth  even 
although  it  had  been  part  of  authentic  history  that 
the  new  King  had  lately  borne  an  important,  if 
an  underhand,  part  in  the  rescue  of  Greece  from 
Ottoman  oppression.  But  there  was  little  else  in  the 
career  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  to  command  popular 
respect  or  affection.  He  had  lived  openly,  or 
almost  openly,  for  many  years  with  the  celebrated 
actress  Mrs.  Jordan,  who  had  borne  him  ten  chil- 
dren, and  this  connection  had  been  made  the  subject 
of  free  and  frank  allusion  in  some  of  the  verses  of 
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Eobert  Burns.  The  British  public,  however,  were 
inclined,  as  Eobert  Burns  was,  to  look  forgivingly 
on  the  doings  of  the  Prince,  for  he  was  still  a  young 
man  when  his  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Jordan  began. 
The  British  public  liked  him  because  he  was  a  sailor, 
if  for  nothing  else,  and  men's  eyes  turned  hopefully  to 
him  when  it  became  apparent  that  not  much  good  was 
any  longer  to  be  looked  for  from  George  the  Fourth. 
In  1818  William  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Saxe-Meiningen,  and  had  two  daughters, 
both  of  whom  died  in  their  infancy.  The  Duke  of 
Clarence  had  been  noted,  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  career,  for  his  roughness  of  manner,  and  many 
anecdotes  of  him  were  spread  about  which  might 
have  suited  well  the  fun  of  some  historian  belonging 
to  the  school  of  Brantome,  or  some  compiler  of 
memoirs  after  the  fashion  of  Saint-Simon.  Still  he 
was  the  Sailor  King,  and  England  had  always,  and 
naturally,  loved  sailors ;  and  '  go  to  then,'  as  might 
have  been  said  in  the  days  of  Shakespeare,  what 
further  explanation  could  be  needed  of  the  fact  that 
William  the  Fourth  opened  his  career  of  royalty  under 
favouring  auspices  ?  It  might  seem  to  the  mind  of 
some  philosophical  observer  rather  hard  to  get  into 
transports  of  enthusiasm  about  a  new  monarch  aged 
sixty-five  who  during  all  his  previous  career  had  done 
nothing  of  which  to  be  particularly  proud,  and  had 
done  many  things  of  which  a  respectable  person  in 
private  life  would  have  felt  heartily  ashamed.  Still, 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  had  become  William  the  Fourth, 
and  was  on  the  throne,  and  great  things  might  possibly 
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be  expected  from  him  even  yet,  although  he  was 
pretty  well  stricken  in  years.  At  all  events,  he  was 
not  George  the  Fourth.  So  the  public  of  these  coun- 
tries was  in  the  mood  to  make  the  best  of  him,  and 
give  him  a  loyal  welcome,  and  wait  for  events  with  the 
comfortable  faith  that  even  at  sixty- five  a  man  may 
begin  a  new  life,  and  find  time  and  heart  and  intellect 
to  do  things  of  which  no  promise  whatever  had  been 
given  during  all  his  earlier  years. 

William  had  been  supposed  up  to  the  time  of  his 
accession  to  lean  towards  the  Whig,  or  what  we 
should  now  call  the  Liberal  party.  His  manners 
were  frank,  familiar,  and  even  rough.  He  cared 
little  for  Court  ceremonial  of  any  kind,  and  was  in 
the  habit  of  walking  about  the  streets  with  his 
umbrella  tucked  under  his  arm,  like  any  ordinary 
Londoner.  All  this  told  rather  in  his  favour,  so  far 
as  the  outer  public  were  concerned.  There  was 
supposed  to  be  something  rather  English,  something 
rather  typical  of  John  Bull  in  the  easy-going  man- 
ners of  the  new  sovereign,  which  gave  people  an 
additional  reason  for  welcoming  him.  The  new 
sovereign,  however,  had  come  in  for  times  of 
popular  excitement,  and  even  of  trouble.  There 
came  a  new  revolution  in  France — only  a  dynastic 
revolution,  to  be  sure,  and  not  a  national  upheaval, 
but  still  it  was  a  change  which  dethroned  the  newly 
restored  legitimate  line  of  sovereigns.  The  elder 
branch  of  the  Bourbons  was  torn  away  and  flung 
aside.  There  were  to  be  no  more  kings  of  France, 
but  only  kings  of  the  French.  Charles  the  Tenth  was 
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deposed,  and  Louis  Philippe,  son  of  Philippe  Egalite, 
was  placed  on  the  throne.  Charles  the  Tenth  was 
the  last  of  the  legitimate  kings  of  France  so  far,  and 
there  does  not  seem  much  chance  in  the  immediate 
future  for  any  restoration  of  the  fallen  dynasty. 

The  overthrow  of  legitimacy  in  France  had  a 
strong  effect  on  popular  opinion  in  England.  It  was 
plain  that  Charles  the  Tenth  and  his  system  had  come 
to  ruin  because  the  sovereign  and  his  ministers  would 
not  move  with  the  common  movement  of  the  times 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  European  continent,  and 
popular  reformers  in  England  took  care  that  the 
lesson  should  not  be  thrown  away  over  here.  Great 
changes  had  been  accomplished  by  popular  move- 
ments even  during  the  enfeebling  and  disheartening 
reign  of  George  the  Fourth.  Great  progress  had  been 
made  towards  the  establishment  of  religious  equality, 
or  at  all  events  towards  the  removal  of  religious  dis- 
qualifications among  the  Dissenters  and  the  Eoman 
Catholics.  There  was  a  loud  cry  almost  everywhere 
for  some  measure  of  political  reform.  The  conditions 
of  the  country  had  been  gradually  undergoing  a 
great  change.  England  had  been  becoming  less  and 
less  dependent  for  her  prosperity  on  her  mere  agri- 
cultural resources,  and  had  been  growing  more  and 
more  into  a  great  manufacturing  community.  Huge 
towns  like  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Birmingham, 
and  Sheffield  were  arising  in  the  Northern  and  Midland 
regions.  Liverpool  was  superseding  Bristol  as  the 
great  seaport  of  commercial  traffic.  Yet  in  most  cases 
the  old-fashioned  principle  still  prevailed  which  in 
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practice  confined  the  Parliamentary  representation  of 
the  country  to  the  members  who  sat  for  the  counties, 
and  for  what  were  called  the  pocket  boroughs.  The 
theory  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  was  understood, 
held  that  the  sovereign  summoned  at  his  own  dis- 
cretion and  pleasure  the  persons  whom  he  thought 
best  qualified  to  form  a  House  of  Commons,  to  con- 
sult with  him  as  to  the  government  of  the  empire. 
The  sovereign  for  this  purpose  conferred  the  right 
of  representation  on  this  or  that  town,  or  district,  or 
county,  according  as  he  thought  fit,  and  this  ar- 
rangement had  gone  on  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion. Now  it  sometimes  happened  that  a  place  that 
had  been  comparatively  popular  and  prosperous  at 
the  period  when  it  obtained  the  right  of  representa- 
tion had  seen  its  prosperity  and  its  population 
gradually  ebb  away  from  it,  and  leave  it  little  better 
than  a  bare  hill-side,  and  yet  the  bare  hill-side  re- 
tained the  right  of  representation,  and  its  owner 
could  send  anyone  he  pleased  into  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  were  numberless  illustrations  of 
this  curious  anomaly  all  over  the  country.  The 
great  families  of  landed  proprietors  naturally 
monopolised  among  them  the  representation  of  the 
counties,  and  many  of  them  enjoyed  also  the 
ownership  of  the  small  decaying  or  totally  decayed 
boroughs  which  still  retained  the  right  of  returning 
members  to  Parliament.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
development  of  manufacturing  energy  had  caused 
the  growth  of  great  and  populous  towns  and  cities, 
and  most  of  these  towns  and  cities  were  actually 
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without  representation  or  the  right  of  representation 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  Thus  a  condition  of  things 
had  arisen  which  was  certain  to  prove  itself  incom- 
patible with  the  spread  of  education  and  the  growth 
of  public  interest  in  all  great  questions  of  domestic 
reform. 

We  have  already  seen  in  this  history  how  the  Whig 
party  in  Parliament,  and  the  popular  agitators  out  of 
Parliament,  had  long  been  rousing  the  national  in- 
telligence and  the  national  conscience  to  a  sense  of 
the  growing  necessity  for  some  complete  change  in  all 
that  concerned  the  representation  of  the  people.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  was  at  the  head  of  the  Adminis- 
tration when  George  the  Fourth  died  and  William 
came  to  the  throne.  The  new  King,  as  has  been  said, 
was  supposed  to  have  Liberal  inclinations  as  regarded 
political  questions,  and  there  was  a  common  ex- 
pectation that  he  might  begin  his  reign  by  summon- 
ing a  new  set  of  ministers.  The  King,  however,  did 
nothing  of  the  kind.  He  sent  messages  to  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  telling  him,  in  his  usual  familiar  and 
uncouth  way,  that  he  had  always  liked  the  Duke 
uncommonly  well,  and  did  not  see  any  reason 
why  he  should  not  keep  him  on  as  his  Prime 
Minister.  This  was,  to  begin  with,  a  disappoint- 
ment to  the  majority  of  the  public.  The  first  royal 
speech  from  the  throne  contained  other  matter  of  dis- 
appointment. There  was  great  distress  all  over  the 
country.  The  enormous  expense  of  the  long  wars 
was  still  making  itself  felt  in  huge  taxation.  The 
condition  of  agriculture  was  low,  and  many  districts 
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were  threatened  with  something  like  famine.  Trade 
was  suffering  from  the  reaction  which  always  follows 
a  long  and  exhausting  war.  It  was  confidently  ex- 
pected that  the  royal  speech  would  take  some  ac- 
count of  the  widespread  national  distress  and  would 
foreshadow  some  measures  to  deal  with  it.  The 
speech,  however,  said  nothing  on  the  subject.  Then 
there  was  another  omission  which  created  much  dis- 
satisfaction and  even  some  alarm.  The  speech  made 
no  mention  of  any  measures  to  be  taken  for  the 
establishment  of  a  regency  in  the  event  of  the  King's 
death.  The  King  was  sixty -five  years  old,  and  had 
led  a  life  which  even  the  most  loyal  and  hopeful  of 
his  subjects  could  not  regard  with  confidence  as 
likely  to  give  promise  of  a  long  reign.  Now  the 
heir-presumptive  to  the  throne  was  the  Princess 
Alexandrina  Victoria,  a  child  then  only  eleven  years 
old.  The  Princess  Victoria,  as  she  was  commonly 
called,  was  the  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Kent,  the 
fourth  son  of  George  the  Third.  Any  attack  of  ill- 
ness, any  serious  accident  might  bring  the  life  of 
King  William  to  a  sudden  close,  and  then  if  no 
previous  arrangement  had  been  made  for  a  regency 
Parliament  and  the  country  might  be  involved  in 
some  confusion. 

There  was  one  very  grave  and  even  ominous  con- 
dition which  had  to  be  taken  into  account.  If  the 
King  were  to  die  suddenly,  and  with  no  provision 
made  for  a  regency,  the  girl,  perhaps  the  child,  who 
succeeded  him  would  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
be  left  under  the  guardianship  of  her  eldest  uncle, 
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the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  Now  it  is  only  stating  a 
simple  fact  to  say  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was 
then  the  most  unpopular  man  in  England.  He  was 
not  merely  unpopular,  he  was  an  object  of  common 
dread  and  detestation.  He  was  regarded  as  a  reck- 
less profligate  and  an  unprincipled  schemer.  There 
must  have  been  much  exaggeration  about  some  of 
the  tales  that  were  told  and  accepted  concerning  him, 
for  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  at  a  time  so  near  to  our 
own  a  prince  of  the  Eoyal  House  of  England  could 
have  lived  a  life  the  story  of  which  might  seem  to 
have  belonged  to  the  worst  days  of  the  Lower  Empire. 
But,  whatever  allowance  be  made  for  exaggeration,  it 
is  certain  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  almost 
universally  hated,  and  that  many  people  seriously 
considered  him  quite  capable  of  any  plot  or  any 
crime  which  might  secure  his  own  advancement  to 
the  throne.  Sanguine  persons,  indeed,  saw  a  gleam 
of  hope  in  the  fact  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was 
in  any  case  the  heir  to  the  crown  of  Hanover.  In 
the  House  of  Hanover  the  succession  is  confined  to 
the  male  line,  and  the  Princess  Victoria  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  The  hope,  therefore,  was  that  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  would  be  content  with  the 
prospect  of  his  succession  to  the  throne  of  Hanover, 
and  that  when  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  become 
King  of  Hanover  he  would  betake  himself  to  his  new 
kingdom  and  trouble  England  no  more.  Still  the 
fact  remained  that  just  as  yet  he  was  not  King  of 
Hanover,  and  that  if  no  proper  provisions  were  made 
against  a  contingency  he  might  become  the  guardian 
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of  the    girl,   or   the    child,   who    was    to   succeed 
William  the  Fourth  on  the  English  throne.. 

King  William,  however,  did  not  trouble  himself 
much  about  all  these  considerations.  He  did  not  see 
any  reason  why  people  should  expect  him  to  die  all 
of  a  sudden,  and  he  could  hardly  be  got  to  give  any 
serious  attention  to  the  question  of  a  regency.  It 
was  then  part  of  the  constitutional  practice  of  the 
monarchy  that  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  should 
take  place  when  a  new  sovereign  had  come  to  the 
throne.  The  practice  has  since  ceased  to  be  a  part 
of  our  constitutional  usages,  but  in  the  days  when 
William  the  Fourth  came  to  the  throne  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  course.  The  King,  for  some  reason  or  other,  was 
anxious  that  a  dissolution  should  take  place  as  soon 
as  possible.  It  may  be  that  he  was  merely  desirous  to 
find  out  how  far  the  existing  Ministry  had  the  sup- 
port of  the  country,  although  it  does  not  seem  quite 
likely  that  William's  intelligence  could  have  carried 
him  so  near  to  the  level  of  statesmanship  as  to 
make  this  elementary  question  a  matter  of  considera- 
tion in  his  mind.  The  King's  principal  ministers 
were  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  Eobert  Peel. 
The  most  powerful  among  the  leaders  of  Opposition 
were  Charles,  Earl  Grey,  in  the  House  of  Lords  and 
Henry  Brougham  and  Lord  John  Eussell  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  There  was  some  doubt  as  to 
the  position  which  might  be  taken  up  by  Canning 
and  Huskisson  and  their  friends.  Some  of  the  Tories 
believed  that  they  might  be  won  over  to  support  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  in  order  to  assist  him  in  counter- 
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acting  the  efforts  of  the  more  ardent  and  liberal  re- 
formers, like  Grey  and  Brougham  and  Eussell.  Fate 
soon  settled  the  question  so  far  at  least  as  Huskisson 
was  concerned.  The  opening  of  the  line  of  railway 
from  Liverpool  to  Manchester,  the  first  line  of  any 
considerable  length  completed  in  England,  took  place 
on  September  15,  1830.  The  Duke  of  Wellington, 
Sir  Eobert  Peel,  and  Huskisson  were  among  the  dis- 
tinguished visitors  who  were  present  at  the  opening 
of  the  railway.  The  friends  alike  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  of  the  great  expert  in  finance  were 
anxious  that  the  two  should  come  together  on  this 
occasion,  and  make  a  personal  if  not  a  political  re- 
conciliation. The  train  stopped  at  a  station ;  the 
Duke  and  Huskisson  both  got  out,  and  were  ap- 
proaching to  meet  each  other,  the  Duke  holding  out 
his  hand,  when  an  alarm  was  raised  about  the  ap- 
proach of  a  locomotive.  A  rush  was  made  for  the 
carriages,  and  in  the  confusion  Huskisson  was  struck 
down  by  an  open  door  in  the  moving  train,  and 
suffered  such  injuries  that  his  death  almost  imme- 
diately followed.  Huskisson  was,  beyond  doubt, 
one  of  the  most  enlightened  statesmen  of  his  time  in 
all  that  concerned  the  financial  arrangements  of  the 
country.  He  might  have  been  called  a  Liberal,  just 
as  we  might  call  Canning  a  Liberal,  when  we  think  of 
the  general  direction  taken  by  the  policy  of  either 
man. 

The  dissatisfaction  with  which  the  speech  from 
the  throne  was  received  found  its  expression  in  no 
severer  form,  so  far  at  least  as  Parliament  was  con- 
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cerned,  than  a  motion  by  Lord  Grey  in  the  one 
House,  and  Lord  Althorp  in  the  other,  for  a  short 
delay  to  enable  both  Houses  to  consider  the  address 
in  reply  to  the  royal  speech.  It  was  made  evident 
that  the  delay  sought  for  had  to  do  with  the  question 
of  a  regency,  concerning  which,  as  has  been  said,  the 
King  had  not  troubled  himself  to  make  any  announce- 
ment. Now  the  constitutional  system  of  England 
had  taken  no  account,  except  through  the  provision 
of  a  regency,  of  the  fact  that  a  child  might  become 
sovereign  of  the  realm.  Therefore,  if  Parliament  did 
not  establish  a  regency  during  the  lifetime  of  King 
William,  and  if  the  King  were  soon  to  die  through 
any  accident  or  malady,  the  child  Princess  would 
come  to  the  throne  under  no  further  constitutional 
restraints  than  those  which  belonged  to  the  position 
of  a  full-grown  sovereign.  There  was  another  trouble, 
however,  and  one  of  still  graver  political  importance, 
awaiting  the  Ministry  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Henry  Brougham  gave  notice  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  on  an  early  day  he  would  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  to  raise  the  whole  question  of  reform 
in  the  representative  system  of  the  country. 
Brougham,  at  this  time,  was  regarded  as  the  most 
strenuous  and  powerful  champion  of  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Lord  John  Eussell  had  not  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  proving  how  steadfast  were 
his  principles  as  a  reformer,  and  how  great  were 
the  Parliamentary  gifts  which  he  had  brought  to  the 
main  purpose  of  his  life.  Moreover,  Lord  John 
Eussell  never  had  any  of  the  kind  of  eloquence 
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which  made  Brougham  so  powerful  in  and  out  of 
Parliament.  Brougham  on  a  popular  platform 
could  outdo  the  most  stormy  mob  orator  of  the 
time.  He  was  impassioned,  boisterous,  overwhelming 
to  a  degree  of  which  we  can  find  no  adequate  illus- 
tration even  in  the  most  tumultuous  Trafalgar 
Square  demonstrations  of  our  later  days.  Even  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  afterwards  in  what 
might  be  regarded  as  the  deadening  atmosphere  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  Brougham  was  accustomed  to 
shout  and  storm  and  gesticulate,  to  shake  his  fist 
and  stamp,  after  a  fashion  which  was  startling  even 
in  those  days,  and  of  which  now  we  have  no  living 
illustration.  Brougham  was  at  this  time  almost  at 
the  very  zenith  of  his  popularity  among  the  re- 
formers all  over  the  country,  and  more  especially  in 
the  North  of  England.  When,  therefore,  Brougham 
announced  that  he  was  determined  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  raise  the  whole  question  of  reform  in 
the  House  of  Commons  it  became  evident  that  the 
new  reign  was  destined  to  open  with  a  momentous 
and  long  constitutional  struggle,  a  struggle  that  might 
be  counted  upon  to  mark  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
England.  The  news  that  the  French  legitimate 
monarchy  had  fallen  and  that  Louis  Philippe  reigned 
as  King  of  the  French — King  of  the  barricades  he 
was  commonly  called — came  in  time  to  quicken 
men's  hopes  and  animate  their  passions  for  the 
approaching  trial  of  strength  between  the  old  forms 
and  the  new  spirit. 

The  Government  refused  to  agree  to  the  one  day's 

VOL.    IV.  L 
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delay  which  was  asked  for  by  the  leaders  of  Opposi- 
tion. On  a  division  being  taken  there  was  a  majo- 
rity for  Ministers  in  both  Houses,  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  had  scored  thus  far.  He  had  shown 
that  he  was  personally  determined  not  to  concede 
any  point  to  the  Opposition,  and  he  had  secured  a 
victory.  Parliament  was  dissolved  within  a  few 
days  and  the  country  was  plunged  into  a  general 
election.  At  that  time,  it  should  be  remembered, 
an  election  was  a  very  different  sort  of  event  from 
that  which  bears  the  same  name  at  the  present  day. 
An  election  contest  could  then,  according  to  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  constituency,  run  on  for  a 
time  not  exceeding  fifteen  days,  and  it  was  accom- 
panied by  a  practice  of  bribery,  lavish,  open,  shame- 
less, and  profligate,  such  as  is  totally  unknown  to 
our  more  modern  times,  and  such  as  our  habits  and 
feelings,  no  more  than  our  laws,  would  tolerate. 
Intimidation  and  violence  were  also  parts  of  every 
fiercely-contested  election,  and  those  whom  the  law 
excluded  from  any  part  in  the  struggle  as  electors 
were  apt  to  find,  in  that  very  exclusion,  only  another 
reason  for  taking  part  in  it  by  the  use  of  physical 
force.  Just  at  the  time  which  we  are  now  describing 
there  were  many  conditions  which  made  a  general 
election  likely  to  be  especially  stormy  and  turbulent. 
The  distress  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
country  had  in  many  districts  called  up  a  spirit  of 
something  like  desperation,  which  exhibited  itself  in 
a  crime  of  almost  entire  novelty,  the  burning  of  hay- 
ricks on  farms.  This  offence  became  so  widespread 
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throughout  large  parts  of  the  country  that  it  gave 
rise  to  theories  about  an  organised  conspiracy 
against  property  which  was  supposed  to  be,  in  some 
vague  sort  of  way,  an  outcome  of  the  socialistic 
excesses  which  had  taken  place  during  the  French 
Eevolution  and  had  been  revived  by  the  more  recent 
commotions  in  France.  The  probability  is  that  the 
rick-burning  offences  were,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
outcome  of  sheer  despair  seeking  vengeance  any- 
where and  anyhow  for  its  own  sufferings,  and  then 
of  the  mere  passion  for  imitation  in  crime  which 
finds  some  manner  of  illustration  here  and  there 
at  all  periods  of  history.  However  that  may  be,  it 
is  certain  that  the  offences  became  very  common, 
that  they  were  punished  with  merciless  severity,  and 
that  the  gallows  was  kept  in  constant  operation. 

Now,  it  may  be  taken  almost  as  a  political  axiom 
that  whenever  there  is  great  distress  at  the  time  of  a 
general  election  it  is  certain  to  give  rise  to  some 
feeling  of  hostility  against  a  Ministry,  especially  if 
the  Ministry  has  been  for  any  length  of  time  in 
power.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  Tories  had 
been  turned  against  the  Duke  of  Wellington  because, 
under  the  advice  of  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  he  had  yielded 
at  last  to  the  demand  for  Catholic  Emancipation, 
even  although,  as  Peel  and  the  Duke  himself  de- 
clared, the  concession  had  been  made  merely  as  a 
choice  between  Catholic  Emancipation  and  civil 
war.  Some  influential  Tories  all  over  the  country 
were  asking  whether  Ireland  had  been  pacified  or  had 
shown  herself  in  the  least  degree  grateful  because 
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an  instalment  of  religious  freedom  had  been  granted 
to  the  Eoman  Catholics,  and  they  insisted  that  the 
Duke  had  surrendered  the  supremacy  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church  to  no  purpose.  It  was  certain,  indeed, 
that  O'Connell  had  not,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
slackened  the  energy  of  his  political  movement 
because  the  emancipating  Act  had  been  passed. 
Among  the  opponents  of  reform,  at  all  times,  there 
are  some  who  seem  to  hold  that  the  granting  of  one 
reform  ought  to  be  enough  to  put  a  stop  to  all 
demands  for  any  other,  and  that  it  is  mere  ingrati- 
tude on  the  part  of  a  man  who  has  just  obtained 
permission  to  follow  his  own  form  of  worship  if  he 
wants  also  to  be  put  on  an  equality  with  his  neigh- 
bours as  regards  the  assertion  of  his  political 
opinions.  Therefore,  the  Ministry  found,  as  the 
elections  went  on,  that  they  had  not  merely  all  the 
reformers  against  them,  but  that  a  certain  proportion 
of  those  who,  in  the  ordinary  condition  of  things, 
would  have  been  their  supporters  were  estranged 
from  them  merely  because  they  had,  under  whatever 
pressure,  consented  to  introduce  any  manner  of 
reform. 

When  the  elections  were  over  it  seemed  to 
reasonable  observers  very  doubtful  indeed  whether 
King  William,  however  well  inclined,  would  be  able 
to  retain  for  any  length  of  time  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  and  Sir  Eobert  Peel  as  the  leading 
advisers  of  the  Crown.  The  country  just  then  may 
be  described  as  in  a  state  of  transition  from  one  con- 
stitutional system  to  another.  It  was  growing  more 
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clear,  day  by  day,  that  the  time  had  gone  by  when 
the  sovereign  could  hold  to  any  one  particular 
minister,  or  set  of  ministers,  in  defiance  of  the 
majority  in  the  representative  chamber  and  the 
strength  of  public  opinion  out  of  doors.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  time,  had  not  yet  arrived  when  the 
system  introduced  and  established  by  the  present 
reign  could  be  relied  upon  as  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  sovereign  could  be  trusted  to  accept, 
without  demur,  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  to  the  choice  of  his  ministers.  The 
new  Parliament  was  opened  on  November  5,  and 
the  Eoyal  Speech  gave  but  little  satisfaction  to 
reformers  of  any  class.  It  contained  no  recom- 
mendation of  constitutional  reform,  and  indeed  con- 
gratulated the  whole  population  on  having  the 
advantage  of  living  under  so  faultless  a  political 
system.  It  concerned  itself  in  no  wise  about  the 
distress  that  existed  in  the  country,  except  that  it 
expressed  much  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  criminal  laws  had  been  called  into  severe  action 
for  the  repression  of  offences  against  property. 

The  King  conceded  so  much  to  public  opinion  as 
to  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  regency,  in 
order  to  make  provision  for  the  possibility  of  his 
life  being  cut  short ;  but  even  this  was  only  done 
in  a  fashion  that  seemed  to  say,  '  If  you  really  will 
have  it  that  I  am  likely  to  die  soon  you  may  humour 
yourselves  by  taking  any  course  that  seems  to 
satisfy  your  scruples — it  is  not  worth  my  while  to 
interfere  with  your  whims.'  The  reformers  there- 
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fore  had  clearly  nothing  to  expect  so  far  as  the 
Eoyal  Speech  could  deal  with  expectations.  But 
they  found  that  they  had  still  less  to  expect  from 
the  intentions  of  the  Ministry. 

In  the  debate  on  the  address,  in  reply  to  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  Lord  Grey  took  occasion  to  ask  for 
some  exposition  of  Ministerial  policy  with  regard  to 
reform  of  the  representative  system.  Then  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  delivered  a  speech  which  may  be  de- 
scribed as  unique  in  its  way.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  put  into  words  any  statement  more  frankly  opposed 
to  all  Parliamentary  reform.  The  greatest  orator  that 
ever  lived,  the  profoundest  judge  who  ever  laid 
down  the  law  to  a  jury,  could  not  have  prepared  a 
statement  more  comprehensive  and  more  exact  as  a 
condemnation  of  all  reform  than  that  which  the 
victor  of  Waterloo  was  able  to  enunciate  with  all 
confidence  and  satisfaction.  He  laid  it  down  that 
it  would  be  utterly  beyond  the  power  of  the  wisest 
political  philosopher  to  devise  a  Constitution  so  near 
to  absolute  perfection  as  that  with  which  Englishmen 
living  in  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  William 
the  Fourth,  had  been  endowed  by  the  wisdom 
of  their  ancestors.  He  affirmed  that  he  had  never 
heard  any  suggestion  which  contained  the  slightest 
promise  of  an  improvement  on  that  Constitution. 
He  repeated,  in  various  forms  of  repetition,  that 
Englishmen  already  possessed  all  the  freedom  that  it 
was  good  for  men  to  have,  that  the  rights  of  all 
classes  were  equally  maintained,  that  the  happiness 
of  everyone  was  secured,  so  far  as  law  could  secure 
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it,  and  that  the  only  thing  for  reasonable  English- 
men to  do  was  to  open  their  eyes  and  recognise  the 
advantages  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Constitution 
under  which  they  were  happy  enough  to  live. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  probably  knew  nothing 
of  Voltaire's  philosopher  who  maintained  that  every- 
thing was  for  the  best  in  this  best  of  all  possible 
worlds,  but  he  seemed  to  be  pervaded  by  the  same 
sentiment  of  complete  satisfaction  when  he  contem- 
plated the  British  Constitution.  Finally,  he  declared 
that,  so  far  from  having  any  intention  to  touch  with 
irreverent  hand  that  sacred  political  structure  for  the 
vain  purpose  of  improvement,  he  was  determined  to 
resist  to  the  uttermost  of  his  power  every  effort  to 
interfere  with  the  constitutional  arrangements  which 
had  done  so  much  for  the  prosperity  and  the  glory 
of  the  empire.  We  do  not  quote  the  exact  words  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  speech,  but  we  feel  sure  we 
are  giving  a  faithful  version  of  the  meaning  which  he 
intended  to  convey  and  succeeded  very  clearly  in 
conveying.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  greatest  soldiers  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
As  a  soldier  of  conquest  he  was  not  indeed  to  be 
compared  with  an  Alexander,  a  Csesar,  or  a  Napoleon, 
but  as  a  soldier  of  defence  he  has  probably  never  had 
a  superior.  As  an  administrator,  too,  he  had  shown 
immense  capacity  both  in  India  and  in  Europe,  and 
had  more  than  once  brought  what  seemed  absolute 
chaos  into  order  and  shape.  But  he  had  no  gift  for 
the  understanding  of  politics,  and  it  was  happy  for 
him,  at  more  than  one  crisis  of  his  career,  that  he 
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was  quite  aware  of  his  own  political  incapacity  and 
was  ready  to  defer  to  the  judgment  of  other  men 
who  understood  such  things  better  than  he  did.  We 
have  already  seen  how  he  accepted  the  guidance  of 
Peel  when  it  became  necessary  to  yield  the  claim 
for  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  he  was  commonly  in 
the  habit  of  saying  that  Peel  understood  all  such 
matters  better  than  he  could  pretend  to.  He  was 
not,  therefore,  the  minister  who  would  ruin  a  State 
or  bring  a  State  into  revolution  by  obstinate  adhesion 
to  his  own  views  in  despite  of  every  advice  and  every 
warning,  and  no  doubt  when  he  was  delivering  his 
harangue  against  all  possible  schemes  of  reform  he 
felt  still  convinced  that  he  was  merely  expressing  the 
unalterable  opinion  of  Peel  and  every  other  loyal 
subject  whose  judgment  ought  to  prevail  with  a 
law-abiding  people. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  Brougham  gave 
notice  that  on  an  early  day  he  would  bring  forward 
a  motion  on  the  subject  of  political  reform.  Thus, 
therefore,  the  trumpet  of  battle  was  sounded  on 
both  sides.  The  struggle  must  now  be  fought  out 
to  the  end.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  done  until 
the  Ministry  had  been  driven  from  office,  and  it  was 
not  by  any  means  certain  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  it  was  then  constituted,  a  direct  vote 
on  the  question  of  reform  would  end  in  a  defeat  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Government.  Something 
that  seemed  almost  like  an  accident  brought  about  a 
crisis  sooner  than  had  been  anticipated.  Sir  Henry 
Parnell  brought  forward  a  motion  for  the  appoint- 
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ment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into,  and 
report  upon,  the  estimates  and  amounts  submitted 
by  his  Majesty  with  regard  to  the  civil  service.  This 
motion  had  the  support  of  the  Liberal  leaders  and 
was  strongly  opposed  by  the  Government.  No  one 
could  have  been  surprised  at  the  opposition  offered 
by  the  Government,  for  Sir  Henry  ParnelTs  was  just 
the  sort  of  motion  which  every  Ministry  is  sure  to 
oppose.  A  government  prepares  its  own  estimates, 
and  is  not  to  be  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of 
an  outside  committee  to  inquire  into  their  amount 
and  their  appropriation.  Still,  the  whole  question 
was  not  one  to  be  regarded  as  of  capital  impor- 
tance in  ordinary  times,  and  therefore,  although 
the  debate  was  one  of  great  interest  both  inside  and 
outside  the  House  of  Commons,  it  did  not  seem  likely 
to  lead  to  any  momentous  and  immediate  conse- 
quences. 

Sir  Henry  Parnell  was  a  man  of  ability  and 
character,  and  was  regarded  in  the  House  as  an 
authority  on  financial  questions.  He  belonged  to 
the  family  of  Parnell  the  poet,  the  friend  of  Swift  and 
Pope,  and  he  afterwards  became  the  first  Lord 
Congleton,  taking  his  title  from  that  part  of  Cheshire 
where  the  poet  and  his  ancestors  had  lived.  In 
years,  much  later  years,  that  belonged  to  our  own 
times  another  member  of  the  Parnell  family  made 
for  himself  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  in  Imperial  politics,  the  late  Charles 
Stewart  Parnell,  the  famous  leader  of  the  Irish 
National  Party.  Sir  Henry  Parnell  carried  his 


154        A   HISTORY   OF   WILLIAM   THE   FOURTH.  OH.  LXIX. 

motion  by  a  majority  of  twenty-nine  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Now  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  there  was 
nothing  in  such  an  event  to  compel  the  resignation 
of  a  Ministry.  It  would  have  been  quite  reasonable 
for  any  Government  to  express  a  willingness  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  House  on  such  a  subject,  to  agree 
to  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  and  then  go  on  as 
if  nothing  particular  had  occurred.  But  it  sometimes 
happens  that  a  Government  is  willing,  or  even 
anxious,  to  accept  defeat  on  a  side  issue,  although 
of  minor  importance,  in  order  to  escape  from,  or  at 
all  events  to  postpone,  a  decision  on  some  question 
of  vital  import.  Sometimes,  too,  there  are  reasons, 
well  known  to  all  members  of  a  Government  but  not 
yet  in  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  which  incline  a 
Ministry  to  find  a  reason  for  resigning  office  in  the 
result  of  some  casual  division  which  cannot  be  said 
to  amount  to  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence.  Not 
many  years  have  passed  since  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment, which  might  have  seemed  to  ordinary 
observers  to  be  secure  in  its  position,  thought  it 
well  to  accept  a  vote  on  the  supply  of  cordite  in 
the  army  stores  as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and 
accordingly  went  out  of  office.  The  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington and  Sir  Eobert  Peel  appear  to  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  success  of  Sir  Henry 
Parnell's  motion  would  furnish  them  with  a  plausi- 
ble excuse  for  withdrawing  at  a  convenient  moment 
from  an  unpromising  position.  Henry  Brougham, 
as  we  have  already  said,  had  given  formal  notice 
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in  the  House  of  Commons  that  he  would  bring 
forward  a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  definite 
scheme  of  Parliamentary  reform.  Now  everybody 
knew  that  Brougham  was  at  that  time  thoroughly 
earnest  on  the  subject  of  reform,  and  that  he 
had,  during  the  recent  general  election,  the  best 
possible  reasons  for  knowing  that  the  great  majority 
in  the  North  of  England,  at  all  events,  was 
behind  him.  On  the  other  hand,  ministers  them- 
selves had  had  ample  opportunities  of  finding  out, 
during  the  elections,  that  a  large  number  of  those 
whom  at  other  times  they  might  have  regarded  as 
their  own  supporters  were  estranged  from  them  or 
had  actually  turned  against  them.  The  Duke  of 
Wellington  and  Sir  Eobert  Peel  probably  thought 
that  their  wisest  course  would  be  to  let  Lord  Grey 
and  Brougham  and  their  friends  try  what  they  could 
do  with  the  monstrous  spectre  of  reform  which  they 
had  conjured  up,  and  wait  till  the  country  had 
recovered  its  senses  before  again  undertaking  to  act 
as  ministers  of  the  Crown. 

An  odd  and  rather  absurd  incident,  which  created 
much  scandal  and  alarm  at  the  time,  and  soon  passed 
out  of  public  recollection,  had  helped  no  doubt  to 
bring  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Peel  to  their 
decision.  The  King  and  Queen  had  been  invited  to 
dine  with  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Corporation  at 
the  Guildhall  on  November  9,  and  had  accepted 
the  invitation.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the 
other  ministers  were  to  be  among  the  guests. 

Shortly  before  the  appointed  day  the   Duke  of 
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Wellington  got  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Mayor  Elect, 
telling  him  that  he  had  received  private  information 
about  some  mysterious  organised  attempt  to  be 
made  against  the  Duke  himself  on  the  occasion  of 
his  visit  to  the  City,  and  urging  the  Duke  to  have 
the  streets  well  guarded  with  soldiers,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  success  of  any  such  lawless  and  atrocious 
enterprise.  Now  the  Duke  was  not  a  man  to  care 
much,  personally,  about  an  alarm  of  this  kind,  but 
he  thought  it  would  be  rather  an  unseemly  spectacle 
if  the  streets  of  the  City  had  to  be  guarded  by  troops 
when  the  new  sovereign  went  to  be  the  guest  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  at  the  Guildhall.  The  attempt,  to  be 
sure,  was  said  to  be  directed  against  the  Duke 
himself  and  not  against  the  King ;  but  still  it  would 
hardly  do,  it  would  scarcely  have  a  happy  effect  on 
public  opinion  at  home  and  abroad,  if  the  first  visit 
of  the  Sailor  King,  the  popular  William,  to  the  City 
were  to  be  made  the  occasion  of  a  murderous  attack 
on  the  King's  Prime  Minister.  It  might  get  into  the 
public  mind  that  what  had  happened  in  Paris  was 
likely  to  happen  in  London,  and  the  effect  on  Europe 
might  be  most  damaging  to  the  credit  of  the  country. 
So  the  banquet  was  put  off;  the  sovereign  and  his 
Prime  Minister  did  not  visit  the  City.  A  vague  panic 
raged  everywhere,  and  the  Funds  went  alarmingly 
down.  The  story  which  had  impressed  the  Lord 
Mayor  Elect  was  in  all  likelihood  only  a  mere  scare. 
But  it  had,  no  doubt,  some  effect  in  deciding  the 
action  of  the  Ministry.  At  all  events,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  and  his  colleagues  determined  to  try 
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what  strength  the  reformers  had  behind  them.  They 
tendered  their  resignation ;  the  King  was  prevailed 
upon  to  accept  it,  and  it  was  announced  to  Parlia- 
ment and  the  public  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
and  Sir  Eobert  Peel  were  no  longer  in  office. 
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CHAPTER  LXX. 
LE  ROI  D'YVETOT. 

WE  may  turn  for  a  moment  from  the  path  of  poli- 
tics to  mention  a  fact  that  is  worth  mentioning,  if 
only  because  of  the  immense  difference  between  the 
accepted  usages  of  that  time  and  any  usages  that 
would  be  possible  in  our  days.  King  William 
shortly  after  his  accession  created  his  eldest  son  Earl 
of  Munster,  and  conferred  upon  all  his  other  sons 
and  daughters  the  rank  that  belongs  to  the  younger 
children  of  a  marquis.  The  King's  living  children, 
as  has  been  said  before,  were  all  illegitimate.  In  rais- 
ing them  to  the  rank  of  the  peerage  King  William 
was  only  following  the  example  of  many  or  most  of 
his  predecessors.  People  thought  none  the  less  of 
him,  at  the  time,  because  he  had  bestowed  such 
honour  upon  his  progeny.  Charles  Greville,  the 
famous  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  George  the  Fourth 
and  William  the  Fourth,  describes  the  new  sovereign 
with  characteristic  frankness  and  lack  of  reverence. 
'  Altogether,'  says  Greville,  writing  about  a  fortnight 
after  the  King's  accession,  '  he  seems  a  kind-hearted, 
well-meaning,  not  stupid,  burlesque,  bustling  old 
fellow,  and  if  he  doesn't  go  mad  may  make  a  very 
decent  king,  but  he  exhibits  oddities.' 
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The  early  bringing-up  of  the  new  King  had 
certainly  not  tended  much  to  fill  him  with  the 
highest  aspirations  or  to  qualify  him  for  the  most 
dignified  duties  of  royalty.  '  Never,'  says  Greville, 
6  was  elevation  like  that  of  King  William  the  Fourth. 
His  life  has  hitherto  been  passed  in  obscurity  and 
neglect,  in  miserable  poverty,  surrounded  by  a 
numerous  progeny  of  bastards  without  consideration 
or  friends,  and  he  was  ridiculous  from  his  grotesque 
ways  and  little,  meddling  curiosity.' 

He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  rather  kindly, 
and  certainly  not  ungenerous,  disposition,  and  it  is 
decidedly  to  his  credit,  in  one  sense,  that  the  expec- 
tations of  most  of  the  Whigs  were  disappointed  when 
he  came  to  the  throne.  During  his  career  in  the 
Navy  he  had  a  way  of  disregarding  orders,  and  when 
in  command  of  a  squadron  would  sometimes  take  his 
own  vessel  on  an  expedition  according  to  his  own 
fancy,  and  leave  the  remainder  of  the  vessels  under 
his  charge  to  do  as  well  as  they  could  without  him 
until  it  pleased  him  to  return.  Some  of  his  later 
exploits  in  this  way  drew  down  on  him  a  marked 
expression  of  disapproval  from  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, then  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  for  this 
reason  it  was  thought  by  many,  when  William  came 
to  the  throne,  that  he  would  be  sure  to  dismiss  from 
his  service  the  Prime  Minister  who  once  had  offended 
him  so  deeply.  A  man  with  a  more  malevolent  turn 
of  mind  would  very  likely  have  acted  as  public  expec- 
tation seemed  to  foreshadow,  but  William,  as  we 
have  seen,  soon  made  clear  that  he  had  no  fault  to 
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find  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  that  he  cherished 
no  ill-will  and  was  quite  ready  to  let  bygones  be 
bygones.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  William, 
although  he  had  no  great  defects  of  any  deep  or 
serious  nature,  no  defects  at  least  which  are  not 
common  enough  among  the  sovereigns  of  his  time, 
was  yet  as  undignified  a  figure  for  a  throne  as  even 
the  modern  comic  opera  itself  could  imagine. 

He  was  eccentric  to  a  degree  that  sometimes 
seemed  to  suggest  a  lurking  tendency  to  insanity. 
He  was  fussy,  garrulous,  excitable,  noisy,  overbearing, 
apt  to  take  strong  likes  and  dislikes  and  to  express 
his  likings  and  his  dislikings  with  an  utter  disregard 
for  the  accepted  conventionalities  of  social  life,  He 
could  explode  at  a  moment's  notice  into  a  burst  of 
rage  which  sometimes  made  itself  felt  for  hours,  and 
perhaps  when  the  next  day  came  he  had  forgotten 
all  about  it  and  greeted  those  who  were  its  especial 
objects  with  hilarious  good-humour.  There  were 
many  anecdotes  told  about  him  in  the  days  not  long- 
before  his  accession  to  the  throne  which  were 
commonly  believed  by  those  who  knew  him,  and 
which  it  would  not  be  possible  to  reproduce  in  the 
modest  pages  suitable  to  our  own  times. 

Now  it  would  certainly  be  most  unfair  to  accept 
every  story  told  by  gossip  about  some  exalted 
personage  as  a  story  worthy  of  credit  and  qualified 
to  take  its  place  in  authentic  history,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  quite  fair  and  reasonable  when  form- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  exalted  personage's  character 
to  take  some  account  of  the  sayings  of  contemporary 


1830-7.  A   COMIC   KING.  161 

gossip.  We  may  be  sure  that  there  were  stories  told 
about  the  father  of  Frederick  the  Great,  about 
Catherine  of  Eussia,  about  a  late  King  of  Bavaria 
which  were  not  true,  but  none  the  less  the  historian 
is  undoubtedly  helped  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  ways 
and  the  doings  of  these  exalted  personages  by  the 
collective  testimony  of  the  stories  that  are  told  about 
them  and  believed  in  their  own  time.  William  the 
Fourth  could  not,  when  he  ascended  the  throne, 
suddenly  shake  off  all  the  rough  manners  and  odd 
ways  which  he  had  allowed  himself  to  foster  during 
his  long  career  as  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  Eoyal,  as  a 
sailor,  and  as  a  man  much  given  to  the  full  indulgence 
of  his  humours,  whatever  they  might  happen  to  be. 

After  he  had  become  King,  and  it  was  part  of  his 
royal  duty  to  give  great  State  dinners,  it  was  some- 
times his  way  to  behave  himself  on  the  occasions  of 
those  festivities  after  a  fashion  which  even  W.  S. 
Gilbert  never  could  have  caricatured  in  any 
4  Mikado  '  or  other  such  piece  of  delightful  burlesque. 
The  King  was  fond  of  making  speeches  at  his  State 
dinners,  and  it  was  his  way  to  ramble  along  on  all 
manner  of  subjects  in  the  same  oration.  Whatever  idea 
happened  to  come  uppermost  in  his  mind  he  usually 
blurted  out  without  the  slightest  regard  for  time, 
place,  or  company.  This  habit  of  his  became  very 
embarrassing  now  and  then  when  some  of  the 
ambassadors  of  great  European  States  happened  to 
be  guests  at  his  dinner- table.  In  the  presence  of  the 
French  Ambassador,  for  instance,  the  King,  while 
delivering  his  after-dinner  speech,  would  suddenly 

VOL.    IV.  M 
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recall  some  of  his  recollections  of  the  days  when  the 
great  Napoleon  held  the  Imperial  throne  of  France, 
and  he  would  then,  perhaps,  close  a  sentence  with  an 
exultant  reference  to  the  glorious  triumphs  we  had 
obtained  over  our  enemies  the  French. 

On  one  occasion  when  Leopold,  King  of  the  Belgians, 
was  dining  with  him  the  King  suddenly  observed  that 
his  royal  guest  was  drinking  water,  and  he  called  to 
him  with  an  oath  and  demanded  what  he  was  drinking 

o 

that  sort  of  stuff  for  ;  and  not  content  with  the  poor 
King's  plea  that  he  drank  water  because  he  liked  it 
better  than  wine,  William  insisted  that,  in  his  house 
at  least,  his  royal  brother  must  swallow  the  juice  of 
the  grape.  One  day  when  Talleyrand  was  among 
his  guests  King  William  favoured  the  company  with 
a  very  peculiar  sort  of  speech,  and  he  concluded  the 
speech  by  proposing  a  toast  which  is  described  by 
those  who  heard  it  as  utterly  unsuited  for  publica- 
tion. One  of  the  guests  was  Charles  Greville.  He  was 
anxious  to  know  what  impression  this  extraordinar}7- 
performance  had  made  upon  Talleyrand.  He  asked 
Talleyrand  in  a  whisper  if  he  had  ever  heard  any- 
thing like  that  before.  But  Talleyrand,  who  had 
listened  to  the  oration  and  the  toast  with  unmoved 
composure,  was  not  to  be  thrown  off  his  balance  or 
drawn  into  any  expression  of  opinion  by  an  indis- 
creet question.  He  merely  answered  that  it  was 
certainly  6  bien  remarquable.' 

The  Duchess  of  Kent  and  the  young  Princess 
Victoria  were  dining  with  the  King  one  day,  and 
some  of  the  guests,  although  not  all,  were  well  aware 
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that  there  had  been  differences  of  opinion  lately 
between  William  and  his  sister-in-law.  The  guests, 
however,  were  amazed  indeed  when  the  King  rose 
and  delivered  a  speech  in  which  he  raked  up  all  his 
old  grievances  against  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and 
complained  of  her  and  denounced  her  as  if  he  were 
the  barrister,  the  hero  of  the  old  familiar  story,  who 
having  no  case  is  advised  to  abuse  the  plaintiff's 
attorney.  The  child  Princess  Victoria  is  said  to  have 
been  so  distressed  by  some  parts  of  this  unexpected 
oration  that  she  burst  into  tears ;  but  the  Duchess, 
her  mother,  retained  perfect  self-control  and  sat  as 
composedly  silent  as  if  the  King  had  been  taking  his 
part  in  some  dignified  State  ceremonial. 

King  William  sometimes  broke  the  convention- 
alities of  royal  deportment  in  a  quite  different  sort  of 
way,  in  away  which  undoubtedly  shocked  the  tradition 
sensibilities  of  the  older  officials  of  the  Court,  but  with 
which  the  lovers  of  modern  and  more  simple  manners 
are  inclined  sometimes,  perhaps,  to  have  a  sort  of 
wilful  sympathy.  He  would  sometimes  insist  on 
dropping  some  great  royal  visitor  from  abroad  at 
the  door  of  his  hotel,  just  as  if  he  were  an  ordinary 
London  resident  giving  a  lift  in  his  carriage  to  a 
friend  from  the  country.  At  the  most  solemn  State 
ceremonial  he  would  bustle  about  irresponsibly,  and 
talk  in  a  loud  voice  to  anyone  who  might  seem  to  him 
at  the  moment  to  be  an  attractive  person  with  whom 
to  have  a  pleasant  chat.  It  might  happen  that  some 
great  State  functionary  or  some  dignified  ambassador 
from  a  foreign  capital,  who  ought  to  have  been  spoken 
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to  long  before,  was  kept  waiting  until  the  unconcerned 
sovereign  had  had  his  talk  out  with  some  compara- 
tively insignificant  personage  who  had  been  known 
to  the  King  in  former  days,  and  whose  appearance 
brought  with  it  certain  early  and  jovial  associations. 
Many  of  the  King's  minor  offences  in  this  way  seem 
now  to  the  unconcerned  reader  about  as  venial  as 
that  by  which  Marie  Antoinette  in  her  early  Court 
days  broke  through  the  established  rules  of 
etiquette  among  the  ladies  of  her  bedchamber  by 
snatching  her  chemise  one  morning  with  her  own 
hands  instead  of  allowing  it  to  pass  in  its  regular 
order  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  degree  of  the 
attendant  women.  But  it  certainly  was  perhaps  a 
little  too  much  of  a  departure  from  the  usages  of  a 
Court  when  the  monarch,  about  to  sign  an  important 
document  in  the  presence  of  his  State  Council,  flung 
down  the  quill  with  which  he  had  begun  to  write 
and  proclaimed  it  to  be  a  damned  bad  pen. 

Every  day  the  King  was  sure  to  astonish  those 
around  him  by  some  breach  of  Court  conventionality, 
little  or  great.  He  was  liable  to  strong  likings  and 
dislikings,  and  he  took  no  pains  to  conceal  his  senti- 
ments in  either  case.  He  seems  to  have  had  an 
affectionate  regard  for  his  young  niece  the  Princess 
Victoria  and  a  strong  dislike  to  her  mother.  The 
Duchess  of  Kent  would  appear  to  have  had  no  par- 
ticular liking  for  him,  and  she  very  much  objected 
tc  be  brought  into  familiar  association  with  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  eccentric  sovereign.  Per- 
haps it  is  not  to  William's  discredit  that  he  always 
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treated  these  children  as  if  they  were  his  legitimate 
descendants.  It  was  no  fault  of  theirs  if  the  cere- 
mony of  marriage  had  not  preceded  their  coming 
into  the  world,  and  the  King  apparently  did  not  see 
why  even  the  most  righteous  person  should  feel 
any  objection  to  their  frequent  presence.  But 
one  can  understand  that  the  Duchess  of  Kent  must 
often  have  wished  that  the  sense  of  public  decorum, 
which  was  even  already  growing  up  in  English 
society,  should  not  be  shocked  by  the  too  frequent 
reminder  that  the  King  had  several  children  who 
were  not  born  in  wedlock.  Beranger,  the  once  popu- 
lar French  lyric  poet,  satirised  a  certain  royal  per- 
sonage, a  contemporary  of  William  the  Fourth,  as  the 
King  of  Yvetot.  There  was  a  French  legend  which 
told  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  descendants 
of  a  certain  lord  of  the  manor  in  Brittany  had  been 
created  by  Clotaire  kings  of  Yvetot.  Beranger's 
monarch  is  described  by  him  as  one  having  made 
little  mark  of  his  own  in  history,  who  could  live  very 
comfortably  without  troubling  himself  about  glory, 
and  who  liked  to  be  crowned  with  a  simple  cotton 
nightcap.  This  monarch,  the  poet  tells  us,  could 
enjoy  his  four  meals  a  day,  and  liked  very  often  to 
lift  his  glass  to  his  lips. 

There  are  many  reasons,  we  are  told,  why  some  of 
his  subjects  might  have  called  him  a  father  to  his 
people,  but  the  name  was  not  applied  by  the  poet  in 
the  ordinary  metaphorical  sense  of  the  word.  He 
never  desired  to  trouble  his  neighbours,  and  never 
disturbed  his  mind  with  any  projects  for  the  increase 
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of    his  dominions,   and,    like    a   true    model   to    all 
potentates,  found  his  ambition  quite  satisfied  in  the 
indulgence  of  his  own  pleasures  while  desiring  as 
little  as  possible  to  interfere  with  the  pastimes  of  his 
people.     Every  verse  of  the  ballad  ends  by  telling  us 
what  a  good  little  king  was  this  sovereign  of  Yvetot. 
With  certain   slight  alterations   Beranger's  satirical 
verses  might  have  served  as   a  picture  of  William 
the  Fourth.     But  our  good  little  King  of  Yvetot  was 
not  destined  altogether  to  have  quite  an  easy  time 
of  it,  although  he  was  more  successful  in  that  wray 
than  the  monarch  for  whom  Beranger  intended  his 
satire.     William  had  come  in  for  the  age  of  reform. 
The  whole  course  of  English  history  hardly  tells  us  of 
any  reign,  of  anything  like  equal  length,  into  which  so 
many  reforms  were  crowded.     William  the  Fourth, 
we  may  be  sure,  would  never  have  troubled  himself  or 
any  of  his  subjects  about  any  projects  of  improvement 
in  the  political  or  social  conditions  of  his  realm.     He 
would  have  been  quite  content  to  let  things  go  on 
just  as  they  had  been  going  in  the  days  before  he 
came  to  the  throne,  and  would  probably  have  asked 
no  higher  title  of  affection  from  the  loyalty  of  his 
subjects  than  the  familiar  name  that  they  gave  him 
of  the  Sailor   King.     When  for   a   while  he  began 
to  be   called  the  Patriot  King  he   must  have  asso- 
ciated the  title  with  a  sense  of  all  the  worry  and 
trouble  brought  upon  him  by  the  incessant  prepara- 
tion of  patriotic  projects   for   the   improvement   of 
everything  all  over  the  country. 

It  seems  like  a  curious  freak  of  fate  that  such  a 
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sovereign,  at  such  a  time,  should  have  had  to  get  rid  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  accept  Lord  Grey  as  his 
Prime  Minister.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  him- 
self simple,  plain,  and  occasionally  rough  in  manners, 
with  little  taste  for  Court  ceremonial  and  little 
inclination  for  the  exchange  of  stately  phrase  and 
inflated  language.  There  are  many  anecdotes  told 
of  Wellington  which  show  that  he  had  no  more 
liking  or  aptitude  for  the  ways  dear  to  a  Court 
functionary  than  King  William  himself  had.  Lord 
Grey  was  a  man  of  the  most  stately  bearing  and  the 
most  refined  style.  His  manner  was  courtly  without 
the  slightest  affectation  ;  he  was  courtly  by  nature, 
and  dignity  was  an  element  of  his  everyday  de- 
meanour. He  had  been  in  constant  companionship 
with  some  of  the  greatest  statesmen  and  orators  of 
his  time,  but  even  his  devotion  to  Charles  James  Fox 
had  never  beguiled  him  into  any  of  Fox's  careless, 
free-and-easy  ways.  He  was  sorely  tried,  as  all 
contemporary  accounts  tell  us,  by  the  abrupt  and 
overbearing  manners  of  his  son-in-law,  Lord  Dur- 
ham, but  he  always  contrived,  in  public  at  least, 
to  bear  Durham's  eccentricities  with  unruffled  temper 
and  undisturbed  dignity.  Such  a  statesman  must 
have  had  a  hard  time  of  it  with  King  William  of 
Yvetot ;  but  let  it  be  freely  admitted  that  King 
William  of  Yvetot  must  have  had  a  hard  time  of  it 
with  such  a  minister  as  Lord  Grey.  William  would 
probably,  if  left  to  his  own  inclinations,  have  made 
up  his  mind  to  hold  on  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
join  with  the  Duke  in  opposing  all  schemes  of  reform, 
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and  face  the  music,  if  we  may  adopt  a  familiar 
modern  phrase.  But  there  was  good  sense  enough 
in  William's  head,  for  all  his  odd  ways  and  his  un- 
kingly  humours,  to  teach  him  that  he  had  better  not 
begin  his  reign  by  setting  himself  against  the  public 
opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  his  subjects,  and 
therefore  our  good  King  of  Yvetot  consented  to 
become,  if  not  the  head,  at  least  the  figure-head  of  a 
great  historical  movement. 
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CHAPTER  LXXI. 

EEFOEM. 

THE  King  had  no  other  course  left  open  to  him  than 
to  send  for  Lord  Grey  and  invite  him  to  form  an 
Administration.  Lord  Grey  was  quite  ready  for  the 
task,  and  must,  for  some  time  back,  have  had  his 
mind  constantly  occupied  with  plans  for  such  an 
arrangement.  About  some  of  the  appointments 
there  was  no  difficulty  whatever.  It  was  obvious 
that  Lord  Melbourne,  Lord  Althorp,  and  Lord  John 
Eussell  would  be  invited  to  take  office,  but  there 
was  a  certain  difficulty  about  Brougham.  The 
difficulty,  however,  was  not  about  offering  a  place  to 
Brougham ;  the  only  trouble  was  to  find  the  place 
which  would  suit  him,  and  his  acceptance  of  which 
would  also  suit  his  leaders  and  his  colleagues. 
Nothing  could  be  more  certain  than  the  fact  that 
Brougham  must  be  invited  to  a  place  in  the  new 
Administration.  He  was  a  strong  man  with  the 
country,  and  he  now  had  a  distinct  following  of  his 
own. 

Among  the  yet  unenfranchised  districts,  especially 
in  the  North  of  England,  Brougham  probably  counted 
for  more,  so  far  as  the  question  of  reform  was  con- 
cerned, than  all  the  other  reformers  in  Parliament 
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put  together.  It  would  be  idle  to  think  of  creating 
a  Eeform  Ministry  just  then  without  Henry  Brougham. 
The  new  Administration  could  not  possibly  get  on 
without  him.  But  then  it  was  by  no  means  certain 
that  the  new  Administration  could  get  on  with 
him,  and  no  one  could  understand  this  difficulty 
better  than  the  stately  and  aristocratic  Lord  Grey. 
Grey  had  simply  to  choose  between  encountering 
an  uncertainty  or  undertaking  an  impossibility,  and 
of  course  he  chose  the  former  alternative.  He 
had  to  invite  Brougham  to  take  office,  but  the 
question  was  what  office  it  was  most  advisable  to 
ask  him  to  take.  Brougham  was  offered  the  posi- 
tion of  Attorney-General,  the  acceptance  of  which 
allows  a  man  to  retain  his  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons  while  it  puts  him  directly  on  the 
way  to  a  high  promotion  to  the  judicial  bench. 
Brougham  flatly  declined  the  offer,  and  seemed  to  be 
somewhat  offended  that  it  should  have  been  made  to 
him.  Then  Lord  Grey  thought  of  offering  him  the 
dignified  position  of  Master  of  the  Eolls,  coupled 
with  the  exceptional  arrangement  that  he  was  still 
to  retain  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Lord 
Grey  was  naturally  very  anxious  to  conciliate 
Brougham,  and  looked  with  much  dread  to  the 
prospect  of  Brougham  breaking  off  from  the 
negotiations  altogether  and  retaining  his  seat  in 
the  House  as  an  independent  critic  of  the  Ministry. 
Nothing  could  well  be  more  alarming  to  the  head 
of  the  new  Administration  than  the  thought  of 
Brougham  thus  sitting  as  an  independent  critic,  pre- 
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pared  at  any  minute  to  come  down  with  the  force 
and  fury  of  his  eloquence  on  this  or  that  section 
of  the  new  Eeform  Bill,  and  to  denounce  it  to  the 
country  as  utterly  inadequate  to  satisfy  the  just 
demands  of  the  people.  The  King,  however,  sug- 
gested, with  some  good  sense,  that  Brougham  as  a 
dissatisfied  Master  of  the  Rolls  still  sitting  in  the 
House  of  Commons  might  prove  an  inconvenient  and 
dangerous  colleague. 

Lord  Grey  thought  the  matter  over  once  more, 
and  began  to  see  another  way  of  getting  out  of  the 
difficulty.  Why  not  give  to  Brougham  the  highest 
legal  appointment  in  the  service  of  the  Crown,  and 
thus  promote  him  completely  out  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ?  Why  not  make  him  Lord  Chancellor  at 
once  ?  This  offer  could  not  but  satisfy  even 
Brougham's  well-known  self-conceit,  and  it  would 
transplant  his  eloquence  to  the  quieter  atmosphere 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  where  little  harm  could  be 
done  to  the  surrounding  vegetation  by  its  too 
luxuriant  growth.  In  plain  words,  it  might  be  taken 
for  granted  that  the  House  of  Lords  would  reject 
any  reform  measure,  however  moderate,  when  it  was 
first  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  peers,  and  there- 
fore no  particular  harm  could  come  from  Brougham's 
presence  in  the  hereditary  assembly.  But  Brougham 
in  the  House  of  Commons  might,  at  any  time,  be  so 
far  carried  away  by  his  own  emotions,  and  his  own 
eloquence,  and  his  own  masterful  temperament  as 
to  bring  his  colleagues  into  many  a  difficulty,  and 
force  on  them  the  unpleasant  alternative  of  having 
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to  choose  between  going  further  than  they  had  in- 
tended to  go  or  failing  to  keep  up  with  Brougham 
as  the  accredited  and  popular  promoter  of  reform. 

When  Lord  Grey  next  conferred  with  the  King 
he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  from  the  sove- 
reign's own  lips  a  suggestion  that  Brougham  might 
be  offered  the  position  of  Lord  Chancellor.  Grey 
told  the  King  that  he  had  been  almost  afraid  to  start 
such  a  proposition,  inasmuch  as  William  had  dis- 
couraged the  idea  of  making  Brougham  Master  of 
the  Eolls ;  but  the  King  with  shrewd  good  sense 
directed  Grey's  attention  to  the  fact,  which  had  been 
already  an  operative  force  in  Grey's  own  mind,  that 
to  make  Brougham  Master  of  the  Eolls,  and  yet 
keep  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  might  still  leave 
him  a  very  dangerous  colleague,  while  by  making 
him  Lord  Chancellor  the  King  and  his  Prime  Minister 
could  get  him  practically  out  of  the  way  altogether. 

So  it  was  agreed  between  the  King  and  his  Prime 
Minister  that  Lord  Brougham  should  be  made  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  thus  forfeit  his  right  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  If  we  speak  with  literal  accuracy 
it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that  a  man  by  becoming 
Lord  Chancellor  becomes  necessarily,  and  at  once,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  course  presides  over  the  sittings  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  he  is  not  necessarily,  from  the 
first,  a  member  of  the  hereditary  assembly.  He  sits 
on  the  woolsack,  which,  though  actually  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  is  not  technically  to  be  described  as  occupy- 
ing such  a  position.  If  a  Lord  Chancellor  who  is 
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actually  a  peer  desires  to  take  part  in  a  debate  lie 
has  to  leave  the  woolsack  and  stand  on  some  part  of 
the  floor  which  is  technically  within  the  Chamber. 
On  more  than  one  historic  occasion  some  inconve- 
nience has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  a  newly-created 
Lord  Chancellor  had  not  yet  been  made  a  peer,  and 
therefore  was  not  entitled  to  take  part  in  a  debate,  or 
even  to  speak  for  some  ceremonial  purpose  within  the 
Chamber  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Brougham 
as  a  matter  of  fact  was  not  made  a  peer  until  a  little 
time  after  he  had  become  Lord  Chancellor. 

All  this,  however,  is  only  mentioned  here  as  a  matter 
of  curious  and  technical  interest  to  the  reader  of  Par- 
liamentary history.  Brougham  was  made  a  peer  soon 
enough  for  all  purposes,  and  in  the  meantime  he 
was  removed  altogether  from  the  House  of  Commons. 
Brougham  did  not  accept  his  new  position  without 
some  grumbling.  Probably  he  had  the  idea  that 
Lord  Grey  and  others  of  his  colleagues  were  glad  to 
have  him  safely  provided  for  out  of  the  range  of  the 
representative  assembly,  where  his  eloquence  might 
now  and  then  become  an  inconvenient  influence. 
He  accepted  the  position,  however,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Lords.  From  that  time  his 
real  influence  over  the  country  may  be  said  to  have 
come  to  an  end.  After  he  ceased  to  be  Lord  Chan- 
cellor he  remained  simply  an  eloquent,  overbearing 
member  of  the  House  of  Lords,  often  delighting  the 
galleries  and  the  public  with  his  meteoric  flashes  of 
eloquence  ;  but  his  power  as  a  reformer  was  gone, 
and  for  the  greater  part  of  his  remaining  career. 
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when  one  or  two  important  questions  to  which  he 
was  pledged  had  been  disposed  of,  he  took  little 
interest  in  any  movement  of  reform. 

Lord  Al thorp  became  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Lord  Althorp,  who  was  leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  well  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
was  an  influential  person  in  those  days,  but  is  almost 
forgotten  in  our  time.  He  was  a  model  country 
gentleman,  devoted  to  the  duties  and  the  delights 
of  such  a  position  ;  had  a  natural  gift  for  farming 
and  no  natural  inclination  whatever  for  politics.  Not 
merely  did  he  make  no  pretensions  to  oratory,  but, 
even  for  a  country  gentleman,  he  could  not  be 
regarded  as  a  particularly  good  speaker.  Yet  he 
undoubtedly  was  a  man  of  much  weight  in  the 
Parliamentary  life  of  his  time.  He  was  thoroughly 
straightforward  and  disinterested  ;  he  was  absolutely 
truthful  and  honourable ;  his  word  was  his  bond, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  country  in 
general  could  always  feel  sure  that  any  advice  given 
by  Lord  Althorp  was  guided  by  the  light  of  his 
own  judgment  and  his  own  conscience,  and  that  he 
was  never  unduly  swayed  by  fear,  favour,  or  affection, 
whether  towards  sovereign  or  party.  Lord  Melbourne 
was  Home  Secretary. 

If  we  glance  down  the  list  of  this  Eeform  Adminis- 
tration to-day  we  shall  all  probably  be  struck  by  the 
fact  that  the  men  who  were  regarded  as  juniors  and 
something  like  beginners  have  come  to  occupy,  in 
many  cases,  a  higher  position  in  political  history 
than  their  elders  and  leaders.  Lord  John  Kussell, 
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for  instance,  was  not  a  member  of  Lord  Grey's 
Cabinet ;  he  only  held  the  office  of  Paymaster  of  the 
Forces.  From  his  first  entrance  into  the  House  of 
Commons  Lord  John  Eussell  had  distinguished  him 
self  as  a  reformer.  In  1819  he  had  brought  forward 
a  motion  for  a  reform  in  the  Parliamentary  system, 
and  he  had  renewed  the  motion  in  almost  every  suc- 
ceeding year.  He  had  been  a  steady  supporter  of 
the  movement  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corpo- 
ration Acts,  which  imposed  an  unjust  and  utterly 
irrational  disqualification  on  Dissenters,  and  had  been 
a  zealous  advocate  of  the  measures  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  Eoman  Catholics.  All  his  early  life  had  been 
a  training  for  statesmanship.  He  had  been  associated 
with  scholars  and  thinkers,  with  poets  and  historians. 
He  had  gone  through  Spain  while  the  war  with 
Napoleon  was  still  going  on,  and  had  been  welcomed 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  his  camp.  He  had 
visited  Napoleon  at  Elba,  and  had  talked  over  politics 
and  war  with  the  fallen  Emperor.  As  Disraeli  said  of 
him  many  years  later,  he  had  sat  at  the  feet  of  Fox 
and  had  measured  swords  with  Canning.  Lord 
Palmerston  became  for  the  first  time  Foreign 
Secretary  in  the  Grey  Administration.  He  had  been 
a  Junior  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  a  former  Govern- 
ment, and  he  had  more  lately  been  Secretary  at 
War ;  but  at  the  time  that  he  first  became  Foreign 
Secretary  under  Lord  Grey  few  indeed  could  have 
anticipated  that  he  was  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  most  powerful  English  statesmen  known  to  the 
century.  Sir  James  Graham  became  First  Lord  of 
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the  Admiralty,  and  some  of  us  can  still  remember 
him  as  one  of  the  foremost  debaters  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Lord  Durham,  Grey's  son-in-law,  ac- 
cepted what  may  almost  be  called  the  nominal  office 
of  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

At  that  time  Durham  was  regarded  as  a  brilliant, 
eccentric  sort  of  man,  a  perfervid  reformer  on  whose 
perseverance  or  consistency  no  one  could  reckon 
for  a  moment — perhaps  the  comet  of  a  season,  but 
if  so  then  surely  a  comet  of  a  season  only.  We 
now  recognise  Durham  as  the  man  of  statesmanlike 
foresight  and  genius  who  converted,  at  a  great 
crisis,  a  Canada  burning  with  internal  hatred 
between  race  and  sect,  and  the  one  common  hatred 
of  Imperial  rule,  into  the  Canada  which  we  now 
know  as  one  of  the  most  peaceful,  prosperous,  and 
loyal  parts  of  the  British  Empire.  Mr.  Stanley,  after- 
wards Lord  Derby,  the  famous  "  Eupert  of  debate," 
became  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. Grey  appointed  Lord  Plunket  Lord  Chancellor 
for  Ireland,  and  the  name  of  Lord  Plunket  will 
always  be  remembered  as  that  of  one  of  the  greatest 
Parliamentary  orators  known  to  modern  times. 

The  new  Ministry  was,  therefore,  well  prepared  to 
carry  on  the  battle  of  reform.  Lord  Grey  had  made 
up  his  mind  that  Lord  John  Eussell,  although  not  in 
the  Cabinet,  was  the  most  fitting  member  of  the  Ad- 
ministration to  conduct  the  Eeform  Bill  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  As  soon  as  Grey  had  completed 
his  arrangements  for  the  construction  of  a  Ministry, 
Lord  Durham  put  himself  into  communication  with 
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Lord  John  Eussell.  Durham  told  Lord  John  Eussell 
that  Lord  Grey  wished  him  to  consult  with  Eussell  as 
to  the  formation  of  a  small  private  committee  whose 
task  should  be  to  create  and  put  into  shape  some 
definite  scheme  as  the  foundation  of  the  great  con- 
stitutional change  which  the  new  Government  had 
been  called  into  power  to  establish.  Lord  John 
Eussell  of  course  accepted  the  suggestion,  and 
after  some  consideration  it  was  agreed  by  Lord 
Durham  and  himself  that  Sir  James  Graham  and 
Lord  Duncannon,  then  Commissioner  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  should  be  invited  to  join  them,  and  make  a 
committee  of  four  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a 
comprehensive  and  practicable  measure  of  reform. 
Durham  then  asked  Lord  John  to  put  on  paper 
at  once  his  own  idea  with  regard  to  the  outlines 
of  such  a  plan,  so  that  it  might  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  committee  at  their  earliest 
meeting. 

Lord  John  Eussell's  book  '  The  English  Govern- 
ment and  Constitution'  tells  us  all  what  was  the 
central  idea  in  his  mind  when  he  set  himself  to 
construct  the  groundwork  of  a  Eeform  Bill.  He 
tells  us,  alluding  to  the  task  assigned  to  him,  6  It 
was  not  my  duty  to  cut  the  body  of  our  old  parent 
into  pieces,  and  to  throw  it  into  a  Medea's  caldron, 
with  the  hope  of  reviving  the  vigour  of  youth.'  He 
thought  it  his  duty  not  to  turn  aside  '  from  the  track 
of  the  Constitution  into  the  maze  of  fancy  or  the 
wilderness  of  abstract  rights.'  '  It  was  desirable,  in 
short,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  while  sweeping  away 
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gross  abuses,  to  avail  ourselves,  as  far  as  possible,  of 
the   existing   frame   and   body  of  our  Constitution. 
Thus,  if  the  due  weight  and  influence  of  .property 
could  be  maintained,  by  preserving  the  representa- 
tion of  a  proportion  of  the  small  boroughs  with  an 
improved    franchise,    it    was    desirable    rather    to 
build  on  the   old   foundations  than  to  indulge  our 
fancy   or   our   conceit  in   choosing    a  new  site  and 
erecting  on  new  soil — perhaps  on  sand — an  edifice 
entirely  different  from  all  that  had  hitherto  existed.' 
No  Eeformer  who  understood  the  general  character 
of  the   English   people,  and   who   had  studied   the 
development  of  political  growth  in  England,  could 
have   gone   more   prudently  and  wisely   about   the 
work   of    bringing    the    existing   Constitution    into 
harmony  with  the  altering  conditions,  and  removing 
out   of  its  way  all  difficulties  that   might  interfere 
with  its  gradual  and  safe  development  in  the  future. 
But  Eussell  was  clearly  of  opinion,  and  in  this  he 
was  entirely  in   accordance   with   Lord   Grey,  that 
nothing   but   a   large   and  comprehensive    measure 
would  be  of  any  real  use,  and  that   '  to  nibble   at 
disfranchisement  and  cramp  reform  by  pedantic  ad- 
herence to  existing  rights  would  be  to  deceive  expec- 
tation, to  whet  appetite,  and  to  bring  about  that  revo- 
lution which  it  was  our  object  to  avert.'  Eussell  drew 
up  a  sketch  of  his  proposed  Eeform  Bill,  which  he 
submitted  to  Lord  Durham,  and  on  the  draft  of  the 
measure  thus  submitted  to  him  Lord  Durham  offered 
some  suggestions  and  alterations  of  his  own.  Eussell's 
speech  was  written  on  a  single  piece  of  letter  paper, 
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and  is  reproduced  with  Lord  Durham's  notes  in 
Eussell's  book  '  The  English  Government  and  Con- 
stitution.' The  opening  paragraph  proposes  that 
'  the  fifty  boroughs  having  the  smallest  population 
according  to  the  latest  census  should  be  disfranchised 
altogether.'  This  proposal  had  Lord  Durham's  full 
approval,  and  he  noted  the  fact  that  according  to  his 
calculation  it  would  disfranchise  all  boroughs  having 
a  population  of  not  more  than  1,400.  The  second 
paragraph  proposed  that  fifty  other  boroughs  of  the 
least  considerable  population,  above  the  line  already 
drawn,  should  be  allowed  to  send  only  one  member 
each  to  the  House  of  Commons.  This  proposal  also 
had  the  approval  of  Lord  Durham,  and  he  notes  it 
would  apply  to  boroughs  not  having  more  than  3,000 
inhabitants  each. 

Then  came  a  paragraph  which  proposed  that 
all  persons  qualified  to  serve  on  juries  should 
have  the  right  of  voting,  and  to  this  clause  Lord 
Durham  objected,  regarding  it  probably  as  an 
embodiment  of  the  principle  of  what  were  called  in 
later  days  '  fancy  franchises.'  The  fourth  paragraph 
recommended  that  no  person  should  be  entitled  to 
vote  in  cities  or  boroughs,  except  in  the  City  of 
London,  in  Westminster,  and  in  Southwark,  unless 
he  were  a  householder  rated  at  ten  pounds  a  year, 
and  unless,  moreover,  he  had  paid  his  parochial  taxes 
for  three  years,  within  three  months  after  they 
became  due,  and  had  lived  in  the  constituency  for 
six  months  previous  to  the  election  at  which  he 
claimed  to  vote.  The  fifth  clause  proposed  that 
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the  unrepresented  parts  of  London  should  have 
amongst  them  four  or  six  additional  members,  that 
eighteen  large  towns  should  have  representation — 
and  let  the  reader  try  to  realise  for  himself  what  the 
supposed  representation  of  the  country  could  have 
been  when  at  least  eighteen  large  towns  were,  up  to 
that  time,  wholly  unrepresented — and  that  twenty 
counties  should  send  two  additional  members  each 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  Another  paragraph  limited 
the  right  of  voting  in  the  newly  enfranchised  towns 
to  householders  rated  at  ten  pounds  a  year  or  per- 
sons qualified  to  serve  on  juries.  Lord  Durham  ap- 
proved of  the  rating  qualification,  but,  consistently 
with  his  objection  already  mentioned,  struck  out  the 
words  which  connected  the  right  to  vote  with  the 
right  to  serve  on  a  jury.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go 
through  the  whole  list  of  the  proposals  set  out  in 
the  sketch  drawn  up  by  Lord  John  Eussell.  Those 
which  we  have  already  mentioned  possess  a  peculiar 
historical  interest  and  illustrate  in  the  most  precise 
and  effective  manner  the  whole  nature  of  the  system 
which,  up  to  that  time,  had  passed  off  as  constitu- 
tional government. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  on  the  whole,  Lord  Dur- 
ham was  a  more  advanced  reformer  than  even 
Lord  John  Eussell.  The  entire  scheme,  as  drawn 
out  by  Eussell,  consisted  of  ten  paragraphs  or 
clauses,  and  it  was  at  once  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  four  men  who  formed  the  com- 
mittee. There  was  much  discussion  as  to  the 
borough  qualification  for  voters,  and  the  committee 


1830.  THE   TEN-POUND   FRANCHISE.  181 

finally  agreed  to  recommend  that  it  should  be  uni- 
form, and  thus  get  rid  of  what  were  called  the  free- 
men and  the  scot-and-lot  voters,  a  class  of  persons 
endowed  with  antiquated  and  eccentric  qualifications 
which  possibly  might  have  had  some  meaning  in  them 
and  some  justification  under  the  conditions  of  a  much 
earlier  day,  but  which  had  since  grown  into  a  system 
enabling  wealthier  men  to  create  in  constituencies  a 
body  of  thoroughly  dependent  or  positively  corrupt 
voters.  The  desire  of  the  committee  was  to  extend 
the  voting  privilege  as  far  as  possible  consistently 
with  due  regard  for  the  principle  that  the  voters 
ought  to  be  men  of  substance  enough  to  ensure  their 
independence.  This  security  they  believed  they 
could  attain  by  establishing  the  ten-pound  franchise. 
This  seems,  no  doubt,  to  modern  eyes  a  somewhat 
eccentric  and  haphazard  line  of  demarkation  ;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  even  until  much  later 
days  the  ten  pounds  rating  principle  in  boroughs 
held  its  own,  and  was  believed  to  be  absolutely 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  an  independent  and 
upright  body  of  voters,  and  to  the  securing  of  such 
a  body  against  the  danger  of  being  c  swamped,' 
according  to  the  once  familiar  word,  by  the  votes  of 
the  dependent  and  the  corrupt. 

There  were  some  slight  differences  of  opinion 
between  Lord  John  Eussell  and  Lord  Durham  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  total  or  partial  disfranchise- 
ment  of  the  small  boroughs  ought  to  go,  but  the 
scheme,  as  finally  shaped,  had  on  the  whole  the 
thorough  approval  of  the  committee.  One  important 
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proposal  brought  forward,  it  was  understood,  by 
Lord  Durham  was  agreed  to  and  formally  adopted 
by  the  committee,  but  not  without  strong  opposition 
on  the  part  of  Lord  John  Eussell.  This  was  the 
proposal  for  the  introduction  of  the  vote  by  ballot. 
When  Lord  Grey's  Cabinet  came  to  consider  the 
draft  scheme  the  proposal  for  the  introduction  of 
the  vote  by  ballot  was  struck  out  altogether.  The 
time,  in  fact,  had  not  come  for  the  adoption  of  so 
great  a  reform.  Forty  years  had  to  pass  before 
the  mind  of  the  English  public  could  be  brought 
to  recognise  the  necessity  for  such  a  change.  States- 
manship had  still  to  learn  how  much  the  value 
of  a  popular  suffrage  was  diminished  or  disparaged 
by  the  system  which  left  the  voter  at  the  absolute 
mercy  of  some  landlord  or  some  patron  who  desired 
that  the  vote  should  be  given  for  the  candidate 
whom  he  favoured.  The  ballot  even  then  was 
demanded  by  the  whole  body  of  the  Chartists. 
Orator  Hunt,  one  of  the  most  popular  heroes  of  the 
Chartist  agitation,  had  only  just  defeated  Mr.  Stanley 
at  Preston.  Daniel  O'Connell  was  in  favour  of  the 
ballot,  because  he  saw  that  without  its  protection 
the  Irish  tenant  farmer  would  have  to  vote  for  his 
landlord's  candidate  or  would  be  turned  out  of  his 
farm.  But  the  general  feeling  amongst  statesmen, 
as  well  as  among  the  outer  public,  was  that  there 
was  something  un-English  about  the  ballot  system, 
and  it  was  contended  that  the  true  Englishman  ought 
to  have  the  courage  of  his  opinion  and  to  vote  as 
his  conscience  told  him,  without  caring  whom  he 
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offended.  Edmund  Burke  in  one  of  his  speeches  tells 
us  that  the  system  which  is  founded  on  the  heroic 
virtues  is  sure  to  have  its  superstructure  in  failure 
and  disappointment,  meaning  thereby  that  every 
system  is  doomed  to  failure  which  assumes  as  its 
principle  the  idea  that  all  men  can  at  all  times  be  up 
to  the  level  of  the  heroic  mood.  Some  of  us  can 
well  remember  the  days  when  English  statesmen  still 
declared  that  the  compulsion  of  education  was  un- 
English,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  free  choice 
of  the  English  parent  whether  he  would  have  his 
children  taught  or  leave  them  untaught. 

Lord  Grey's  Cabinet  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  ballot.  With  this  exception  the  draft 
scheme  as  submitted  by  Lord  John  Eussell  was 
accepted  by  Lord  Grey  and  his  colleagues.  Then  it 
was  laid  before  the  King,  and  the  King,  according  to 
Lord  John  Eussell,  gave  it  his  ready  and  cheerful 
sanction.  There  were  indeed  some  observers  at  the 
time  who  believed  that  the  King  had  cheerfully 
sanctioned  the  whole  scheme  of  reform  as  proposed, 
because  he  still  confidently  believed  that  nothing  but 
the  wreck  of  the  Ministry  was  to  come  of  it.  However 
that  may  have  been,  it  is  certain  that  the  King  did  give 
his  full  sanction  to  the  measure,  and  the  Government 
prepared  to  introduce  the  first  Eeform  Bill. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  conduct  of  the  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Commons  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Lord  John  Eussell.  This  arrangement 
created,  when  the  Bill  was  actually  brought  forward, 
a  good  deal  of  adverse  criticism  in  the  House  and  in 
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the  country.  Some  prominent  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition in  the  House  of  Commons  persuaded  them- 
selves, and  tried  to  persuade  their  listeners,  that 
Lord  Grey's  Cabinet,  by  adopting  such  an  arrange- 
ment, showed  that  there  was  no  sincerity  in  the 
professed  desire  for  reform.  If  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  it  was  argued,  are  such  believers  in  the 
virtue  of  reform,  why  do  they  not  select  one  of  their 
own  body  to  introduce  the  measure  ?  Lord  John 
Eussell  was  only  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  and  had 
not  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and  if  he  was  taken  out  of 
his  place  and  put  into  the  most  prominent  position  it 
could  only  be  because  no  member  of  the  Cabinet  could 
be  found  who  was  willing  to  undertake  the  task. 
The  answer  was  very  clear,  even  at  the  time,  and  it 
is  obvious  indeed  to  the  generations  that  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  how  eminently  Lord  John 
Eussell  was  qualified  for  the  work  which  had  been 
entrusted  to  his  hands.  He  was  a  member  of  one  of 
the  greatest  aristocratic  families  in  the  land,  and  one 
of  the  practical  dangers  threatening  the  Eeform  Bill 
was  the  alarm  that  might  spread  among  the  wealthier 
classes  at  the  thought  of  a  wild  democratic  move- 
ment upsetting  the  whole  principle  of  aristocratic 
predominance  in  the  English  constitutional  system. 
Still  more  important  was  the  fact  that  Lord  John 
Eussell,  who  had  distinguished  himself  already  as 
the  most  devoted  promoter  of  constitutional  reform, 
was  a  man  peculiarly  qualified  by  intellect  and  by 
his  skill  in  exposition  to  pilot  such  a  measure 
through  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Lord  John  Eussell  had  not  yet  won  reputation  as  a 
great  Parliamentary  orator  ;  nor  did  he,  during  the 
whole  of  his  long  career,  succeed  in  acquiring  such  a 
fame.  But  he  was  a  master  of  the  art  which  consists 
in  making  a  perfectly  clear  statement  of  the  most  com- 
plicated case,  and  in  defending  his  measure  point  by 
point  with  never-failing  readiness  and  skill  throughout 
the  most  perplexing  series  of  debates.  It  was  pointed 
out  also,  at  the  time,  that  if  Lord  John  Eussell  was 
selected  to  introduce  the  Eeform  Bill,  although  he 
was  only  Paymaster  of  the  Forces  and  had  not  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet,  thus  too  had  Edmund  Burke  been 
selected  to  introduce  the  East  India  Bill,  although 
he,  like  Lord  John  Eussell,  was  only  Paymaster  of 
the  Forces  and  had  not  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 
Indeed,  to  us,  who  now  look  back  on  the 
whole  events  from  a  long  distance  of  time,  the  im- 
pression would  rather  be  that  Lord  Grey  had  little 
or  no  choice  in  the  matter.  He  was  not  himself  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  therefore 
could  not  introduce  the  Bill  there.  Brougham  had 
ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  was  therefore  out  of  the  question.  Lord 
Althorp,  who  had  not  yet  succeeded  to  the  peerage, 
and  had  a  seat  in  the  representative  chamber,  was,  as 
we  have  already  said,  the  poorest  of  speakers  and 
utterly  unsuited  for  the  difficult  task  of  steering  so 
important  a  measure  through  the  troublous  sea  of 
Parliamentary  debate.  Lord  Grey,  of  course,  was 
thoroughly  well  acquainted  with  Eussell's  great 
abilities  and  his  peculiar  fitness  for  the  task  assigned 
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to  him,  and  could,  under  no  circumstances,  have 
made  a  better  choice.  But  our  only  possible  dif- 
ficulty now  would  be  to  say  what  other  choice 
under  the  existing  conditions  he  could  possibly  have 
made. 

Tuesday,  March  1,  1831,  was  the  day  fixed 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Eeform  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  the  meantime,  as  we  learn 
from  all  who  can  be  considered  authorities  on  the 
subject,  the  nature  and  the  plan  of  the  proposed 
reforms  were  kept  a  profound  secret,  not  only  from 
the  public  at  large,  but  even  from  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  itself,  with  the  exception  of  those 
who  belonged  to  the  Administration.  Ministerial 
secrets,  it  is  only  fair  to  say,  are  generally  well  kept 
in  England,  but  instances  have  undoubtedly  occurred 
in  which  the  nature  of  some  approaching  measure, 
which  ought  to  have  been  held  in  the  profoundest 
secrecy  until  the  time  came  for  its  official  revelation, 
has  leaked  out  and  become  fully  known  to  the  public 
in  advance.  There  is,  of  course,  great  difficulty  in 
preventing  some  inkling  of  the  truth  getting  pre- 
maturely out.  Cabinet  Ministers  generally  have 
wives,  and  there  are  stories  of  such  wives  having 
caught  stray  words  from  their  husbands  which  put 
them  on  a  track  of  discovery,  and  not  having  the 
grace  to  keep  strictly  to  themselves  the  discovery 
when  made.  No  such  mischance,  however,  appears 
to  have  attended  the  preparation  of  the  Eeform 
Bill.  It  is  said  that  there  must  have  been  more 
than  thirty  persons  who  had  official  knowledge  of  the 
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Ministerial  plans,  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  definite  idea  as  to  their  nature  was  obtained  by 
the  public. 

It  may  perhaps  be  asked  whether  there  was 
any  solid  reason  for  attaching  so  much  impor- 
tance to  the  keeping  of  a  secret  which  on  a  certain 
fixed  and  near-approaching  day  must,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  be  a  secret  no  more.  Of  course  the  imperative 
necessity  of  secrecy  would  be  obvious  in  all  cases 
where  some  policy  was  in  preparation  which  might 
directly  affect  the  interests  of  foreign  States.  In  such 
a  case  it  is  clear  that  it  might  be  of  essential  import- 
ance to  a  Government  not  to  let  its  plans  become 
known  to  the  world  before  it  had  put  itself  into  a 
condition  to  maintain  its  policy.  In  measures  that 
had  to  do  with  commercial  and  financial  interests  it 
might  often  be  of  paramount  importance  that  no 
false  alarm  or  false  expectations  of  any  kind  should 
be  allowed  to  disturb  the  business  of  the  country 
before  the  fitting  time  came  for  a  full  declaration. 
But  in  the  case  of  such  a  measure  as  the  Eeform 
Bill  it  may  be  asked  if  any  great  advantage  was  to 
be  gained  by  keeping  the  nature  of  the  measure  a 
complete  secret  until  the  hour  came  for  its  full  and 
official  explanation.  With  regard  to  this  Eeform 
Bill  there  were  many  good  reasons  for  maintaining 
the  profoundest  possible  secrecy.  If  any  premature 
reports  got  out  at  all  they  would  sure  to  be  imperfect 
reports,  indiscreet  or  haphazard  revelations  of  this 
or  that  particular  part  of  the  Bill,  utterly  wanting 
in  balance,  symmetry,  and  comprehensiveness.  The 
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whole  thing  was  new  to  the  country,  and  there  would 
have  been  much  danger  in  fixing  public  attention 
upon  some  one  part  of  the  proposed  reform  until  the 
public  could  be  in  a  position  to  judge  the  scheme  as 
a  complete  measure. 

Lord  Grey's  Government  had  to  deal  with  two 
classes  of  men  who  were  naturally  and  almost  relent- 
lessly opposed  to  each  other — the  more  clamorous 
reformers  and  the  enemies  of  all  reform.  It  was  of 
immense  importance  that  the  latter  class  should,  if  pos- 
sible, be  prevailed  upon  to  see — at  least  the  more  intel- 
ligent and  reasonable  among  them — that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  gone  so  far  in  the  direction  of  reform 
as  to  make  it  seem  a  threatened  revolution.  It  was, 
on  the  other  hand,  of  immense  importance  to  prevail 
upon  the  former  class  to  see  that  the  Government  had 
not  so  stunted  and  dwarfed  its  proposed  reform  as  to 
render  it  incapable  of  anything  like  a  political  and 
constitutional  revolution.  Any  sudden  explosion  of 
feeling  on  either  side  brought  about  by  some  prema- 
ture and  imperfect  revelation  might  have  caused  the 
most  serious  trouble  in  the  country. 

Moreover,  none  of  the  ministers  could  possibly 
profess  to  be  quite  certain  as  to  the  genuine  wishes 
and  purposes  of  his  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth, 
with  regard  to  the  Eeform  Bill.  The  King  was  not 
always  in  the  same  mood  on  the  same  subject  for  any 
two  days  in  succession,  or  indeed  for  any  two  hours 
of  the  same  day.  If  the  opponents  of  all  reform 
were  to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  clauses  in  the  Bill 
least  favourable  to  their  own  ideas  as  to  their  interests, 
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and  were  to  make  a  commotion  among  the  owners  of 
the  soil,  the  immediate  effect  might  be  to  discourage 
the  King  altogether,  to  fill  his  mind  with  a  strong 
desire  for  escape  from  the  uncongenial  part  of  a 
reformer  and  an  overmastering  anxiety  to  get  rid  of 
his  reforming  Ministry.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Peterloo  men,  the  Chartists  generally,  and  the  popula- 
tions of  the  northern  towns  were  to  get  into  their 
minds  through  some  imperfect  revelation  that  the 
Ministerial  Bill  was  not  intended  to  do  half  so  much 
for  them  as  they  were  demanding,  and  if  in  conse- 
quence there  were  to  be  a  stormy  agitation  through- 
out the  country,  then  it  was  quite  possible  that  the 
King  might  take  alarm  and  tell  his  ministers  that  it 
was  hopeless  to  think  of  conciliating  such  agitators, 
and  that  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  especially  of  the 
monarchy,  could  only  be  provided  for  by  postponing 
reform  until  some  more  favourable  opportunity. 
For  all  these  reasons,  and  many  others,  the  leaders  of 
the  Government  had  their  hearts  set  on  keeping  well 
their  secret  until  the  right  hour  should  come  for  its 
official  disclosure,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  some  historical 
interest,  even  to  readers  of  the  present  day,  that  the 
secret  was  faithfully  kept. 

The  1st  of  March,  1831,  was  a  day  of  intense  ex- 
citement and  even  tumult  in  and  around  the  House 
of  Commons.  We  are  told  that  never  before  in  that 
generation  had  there  been  so  great  a  crowd  of 
persons  struggling  for  seats  in  the  galleries  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  recorded,  as  an  illustration 
of  this  intense  eagerness  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
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that  every  available  seat  in  the  House  was  occupied 
for  hours   before   the   business   of  the   day  began. 
This,  however,  is  not  a  statement  that  could  fill  with 
surprise  any  reader  of  the  present  day.     We  have 
been  accustomed  lately  to  read  of  occasions  when  not 
merely  crowds  of -strangers  anxious  to  obtain  seats, 
but   crowds  of  members  positively   entitled   to  get 
seats,  have  had  to  take  their  stand  at  the  outer  gates 
of  the  House  of  Commons  hours  before  daybreak  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  when  some  great  measure 
was  to  be  introduced,  that  they  might  get  a  reason- 
able chance  of  a  place,  in  order  to  hear  a  speech  which 
could  not  possibly  begin  before  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.     Certainly  the  House  of  Commons  did  not 
then  consist  of  nearly  as  many  members  as  it  has  at 
present,  and  the  reformed  House  of  Commons  has 
not  even  yet  been  so  reformed  as  to  impress  it  with 
the  idea  that  there  ought  to  be  so  many  seats  for  so 
many  members.     However  that  may  be,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  there  was  intense  interest  manifested  by 
the  public  on  the  day  when  the  Eeform  Bill  was  to 
be  introduced  ;  that  immense  crowds  of  people  made 
for  the  Parliament  buildings,  and  that  the  approaches 
to   the  House   of  Commons   were   besieged   by   an 
excited  and  tumultuous  crowd.     There  was,  in  fact, 
such  a  rush  made  to  secure  the  seats  in  the  galleries 
available  for  the  public,  so  much  noisy  struggling 
and  quarrelling  for  seats,  that  the  Speaker  was  at  last 
compelled  to  intervene  and  to  declare  that  if  quiet 
was  not  at  once  restored  it  would  be  his  duty  tc  have 
the  House  cleared  of  all  strangers.     Order  was  thus 
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restored  after  a  time,  and  at  last  the  moment  arrived  for 
Lord  John  Eussell  to  introduce  the  Eeform  Bill.  That 
was  indeed  a  moment  of  genuine  historical  interest. 

The  descriptions  given  at  the  time  by  listeners 
tell  us  that  Eussell  began  his  speech  in  tones 
which  were  unusually  quiet,  low,  and  reserved  even 
for  him.  It  may  be  said  at  once  that  throughout 
his  whole  career  in  Parliament  Eussell's  manner  had 
been  peculiarly  quiet  and  repressed,  and  that  his 
eloquence  seldom  had  any  fervour  in  it.  That  he 
was  a  man  of  deep  feeling  and  warm  emotions  is 
certain,  but  both  in  public  and  private  life  there  was 
a  coldness  about  him  which  often  led  strangers  into 
the  quite  erroneous  belief  that  he  kept  apart  from  the 
crowd  because  he  was  filled  with  a  sense  of  his 
aristocratic  position  and  wished  to  hold  himself  aloof 
from  contact  with  ordinary  mortals.  As  a  Parlia- 
mentary debater  he  was  singularly  clear,  concise,  and 
unaffected.  He  was  a  great  master  of  phrases,  and 
some  odd  epigrammatic  sentences  of  his  still  live  in 
our  common  speech,  and  are  quoted  almost  every 
day  by  persons  who  have  not  the  least  idea  as  to  the 
source  from  which  they  come.  His  speech  on  the 
introduction  of  the  Eeform  Bill  was  even  for  him 
peculiarly  calm,  deliberate,  and  restrained.  It  con- 
tained some  passages  which  will  always  live  in  our  his- 
tory, and  will  illustrate  to  the  reader,  more  effectively 
than  a  mass  of  statistics  or  political  tracts  might  do, 
the  nature  and  proportions  of  the  absurd  anomalies 
which  Eussell  was  endeavouring  to  abolish.  It  may 
be  well  to  mention  the  fact  that  it  was  this  speech 
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which,  for  the  first  time,  introduced  and  adopted  the 
word  '  Eeformer '  as  the  title  of  the  genuine  Whig, 
and  applied  the  term  '  Conservative,'  in  no  unfriendly 
sense,  to  the  Tory  party. 

Lord  John  Eussell  opened  his  speech  by  a  vindi- 
cation of  the  representative  principle  as  the  first 
condition  of  the  English  constitutional  system.  He 
made  it  clear  that  in  the  early  days  of  our  Parlia- 
ments this  principle  had  been  distinctly  acknow- 
ledged, and,  to  a  certain  extent,  had  been  carried 
out  in  practice.  Then  he  showed  how  the  principle 
had  come  to  be  less  and  less  recognised  in  the 
arrangement  of  our  constituencies  and  the  allotment 
of  representatives,  until  at  last  there  had  ceased  to 
be  any  manner  of  proportion  between  representatives 
and  population  or  any  practical  acknowledgment  of 
the  main  purpose  for  which  representatives  were  to 
be  selected.  Everything  had  tended,  in  the  mean- 
time, to  make  the  owners  of  the  soil  also  the  owners 
and  masters  of  the  representation.  Lord  John 
Eussell  employed  a  series  of  illustrations,  at  once 
simple  and  striking,  to  impress  upon  his  audience 
a  due  understanding  of  the  extraordinary  manner 
in  which  the  whole  principle  of  representation  had 
been  diverted  from  its  original  purpose.  He  assumed 
the  case  of  some  inquiring  and  intelligent  foreigner, 
a  stranger  to  our  institutions  but  anxious  to  learn 
all  about  them,  who  had  come  to  England  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  on  the  spot.  The 
stranger  has  the  nature  and  the  purpose  of  our  Parlia- 
mentary system  explained  to  him,  and  he  is  assured 
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that  it  rests  on  the  representative  principle.  He 
is  told  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  sovereign  to  collect  the 
best  advice  that  can  be  given  to  him  as  to  the  con- 
dition, the  wants,  and  the  wishes  of  his  subjects. 

The  House  of  Commons  is  to  be  in  that  sense  repre- 
sentative ;  it  is  to  be  the  interpreter  to  the  King  of  all 
that  his  people  wish  him  to  know.  Then  the  stranger 
is  naturally  anxious  to  learn  how  the  constituencies 
are  formed,  by  whose  selection  the  representatives 
are  sent  to  Parliament,  in  order  to  render  to  the 
King  a  faithful  message  from  his  people.  The 
stranger  is  taken  to  a  grassy  mound,  let  us  say,  in 
the  midst  of  an  expanse  of  silent,  unpeopled  fields, 
and  he  is  told  that  that  grassy  mound  sends  two 
members  to  the  House  of  Commons.  He  is  shown 
a  stone  wall  with  three  niches  in  it,  and  he  is  in- 
formed that  those  three  niches  are  privileged  to  con- 
tribute two  members  to  the  representative  assembly. 
Lord  John  Eussell  described  with  force  and  masterly 
humour  a  variety  of  such  sights  which  were  pointed 
out  to  the  stranger,  each  description  being  an  accurate 
picture  of  some  place  which  long  since  had  lost  all 
population,  but  still  continued  to  have  the  privilege  of 
sending  representatives  to  Parliament.  Then  Lord 
John  Eussell  changed  his  form  of  illustration.  He 
took  his  stranger  to  some  of  the  great  manufacturing 
and  commercial  cities  and  towns  of  England,  and  de- 
scribed the  admiration  and  the  wonder  with  which 
the  intelligent  foreigner  regarded  these  living 
evidences  of  the  growth  and  the  greatness  of  the 
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nation.  Here  then,  no  doubt,  the  stranger  begins 
at  last  to  think  that  he  can  really  understand  the 
practical  value  of  the  representative  principle.  Thus 
far  he  has  only  been  bewildered  by  what  he  has 
seen  and  heard  of  the  empty  stretches  of  land  which 
are  endowed  with  a  right  to  have  representatives  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  now  he  begins  to 
acknowledge  to  himself  that  a  people  with  such 
great  manufacturing  communities  can  send  up  to 
London  representatives  enough  from  their  own 
centres  to  constitute  a  Parliament  capable  of  advis- 
ing with  any  monarch.  Then,  to  his  utter  amazement, 
the  distracted  foreigner  learns  that  these  great 
cities  and  towns  have  no  right  whatever  to  represen- 
tation in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  election  of  members. 

The  imaginary  foreigner  who  knew  nothing  about 
the  principle  of  the  workings  of  our  Constitution  be- 
fore his  arrival  in  the  country  might  well  have  been 
amazed  and  confounded,  and  might  have  fancied,  if 
he  had  been  a  reader  of  English  literature,  that  he 
had  lost  his  way  somehow,  and  instead  of  arriving  in 
England  had  stumbled  into  the  State  of  Laputa. 
He  might  well  indeed  be  excused  for  such  bewilder- 
ment, seeing  that  an  English  student  of  the  present 
day  finds  it  hard  to  realise  in  his  mind  the  pos- 
sibility and  the  reality  of  the  condition  of  things 
which  existed  in  this  country  within  the  lifetime 
of  men  still  living.  Lord  John  Eussell  then  went  on 
to  describe  the  manner  in  which  the  Government 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  existing  defects  of  the 
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whole  Parliamentary  system.  He  laid  it  down  as 
the  main  principle  of  the  reforms  he  was  prepared  to 
introduce  that  a  free  citizen  should  not  be  compelled 
to  pay  taxes  in  the  imposition  and  levying  of  which 
he  was  allowed  to  have  no  voice.  The  vast  majority 
of  free  citizens  could  in  any  case  only  express  their 
opinions  as  to  this  or  that  financial  impost  through 
their  representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
This  principle  had  of  late  been  allowed  to  fail  so 
grossly  and  so  widely  in  its  application  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  almost  entirely  ceased  to 
represent  the  will  of  the  people. 

Lord  John  Eussell  explained  that  the  chief  evils 
with  which  the  Government  had  to  deal  were  three 
in  number.  The  first  was  the  nomination  of  members 
of  Parliament  by  individual  patrons.  The  second  was 
the  nomination  of  members  by  close  corporations. 
The  third  was  the  enormous  expense  of  elections, 
which  was  principally  caused  by  the  open  bribery  and 
corruption  which  had  almost  become  a  recognised  ac- 
companiment of  every  contest.  He  proposed  to  deal 
with  the  first  evil  by  abolishing  altogether  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  nominal  constituencies,  the  constitu- 
encies that  had  no  resident  inhabitant,  the  boroughs 
which  at  some  distant  time  had  had  houses  and  in- 
mates, but  of  which  now  only  the  faintest  traces  were 
visible  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller — like,  for  instance, 
the  extinct  communities  of  whose  existence  some  faint 
memorial  evidence  might  be  traced  on  Salisbury  Plain. 
The  Census  last  taken,  that  of  1821,  the  Government 
had  resolved  to  accept  as  a  basis  of  operations,  and 
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Lord  John  Eussell  proposed  that  every  borough  which, 
at  that  date,  had  less  than  2,000  inhabitants  should 
cease  any  longer  to  send  a  member  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  All  boroughs  that  had  not  more  than 
4,000  inhabitants  should  send  in  future  only  one 
member  each  to  Parliament.  The  principle  of  nomi- 
nation by  individuals  or  by  corporations  was  to  come 
to  an  end.  The  '  fancy  franchises  '  were  to  be  got  rid 
of  altogether.  In  the  boroughs  every  householder 
paying  rates  on  houses  of  the  yearly  value  of  ten 
pounds  and  upwards  was  entitled  to  have  a  vote. 

The  Government,  however,  proposed  to  deal 
mercifully,  so  far  as  possible,  with  the  existing 
interests  of  voters,  although  the  process  of  extinction 
was  summary  and  complete  with  regard  to  the  so- 
called  rights  of  patrons  and  of  corporations.  For 
instance,  resident  voters,  under  the  old  qualifications, 
were  to  be  allowed  to  retain  their  right  during  their 
lives,  but  with  the  lapse  of  each  life  the  qualifica- 
tion expired  and  the  owner  of  such  a  vote  could 
have  no  successor.  When  dealing  with  the  counties 
Lord  John  Eussell  announced  that  copyholders  to 
the  value  of  ten  pounds  a  year  and  leaseholders  for 
not  less  than  twenty-one  years  at  an  annual  rent  of 
fifty  pounds  and  upwards  were  to  have  the  fran- 
chise. The  abolition  of  the  small  boroughs  and  the 
uninhabited  constituencies  would  reduce  the  number 
of  members  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  168,  and 
Lord  John  Russell  explained  that  the  Government 
did  not  propose  to  fill  up  all  these  vacancies,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  House  was  already  rather  over- 
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flowing  in  its  numbers  and  had  a  good  deal  too  many 
members  for  the  proper  discharge  of  its  business. 

Some  of  the  vacant  seats  were,  however,  to  be 
assigned  to  the  cities  and  towns  which  were 
then  actually  unrepresented  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Seven  of  these  towns  were  to  have  two 
representatives  each,  and  twenty  smaller  but  still 
goodly  towns  were  to  have  one  representative  each. 
Even  at  this  day  it  may  still  come  as  a  matter  of 
surprise  to  some  readers  to  learn  that  the  seven 
towns  which  in  1831  were  wholly  unrepresented, 
and  to  which  the  Bill  proposed  to  give  two  members 
each,  were  Manchester,  which  was  to  include  Salford, 
Birmingham,  Leeds,  Greenwich,  Wolverhampton, 
Sheffield,  and  Sunderland.  The  Government  pro- 
posed to  give  eight  additional  members  to  the 
metropolis  itself — that  is  to  say,  two  members  each 
to  the  Tower  Hamlets,  Holborn,  Finsbury,  and  Lain- 
beth.  The  three  Eidings  of  Yorkshire  were  to  have 
two  members  each,  and  twenty-six  counties  already 
represented,  and  in  each  of  which  there  were  more 
than  150,000  inhabitants,  were  each  to  have  two 
additional  members.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  more 
fully  into  the  details  of  the  scheme  which  Lord  John 
Eussell  expounded  elaborately  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

In  Ireland  and  in  Scotland  there  were  some 
slight  differences  as  to  the  scale  of  the  qualification 
from  those  that  were  proposed  for  England ;  but  in 
the  three  countries  the  principle  was  the  same,  and 
the  right  to  vote  was  associated  with  a  certain 
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occupation  of  land  or  payment  of  household  rating, 
and  new  constituencies  were  created  where  towns, 
unrepresented  before,  had  grown  up  into  recognised 
importance.     By  the  changes  that  the  Bill  proposed 
to  make  no  less  than  half  a  million  of  new  voters 
were  to  be  created   throughout  Great   Britain   and 
Ireland.     For  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  enor- 
mous expense  of  elections  it  was  proposed  that  the 
poll  should  be  taken  at  the  same  time  in  separate 
districts,  so  that  no  voter  should  have  to  travel  more 
than  fifteen  miles  in  order  to  record  his  vote,  and 
that  the  time  over  which  an  election  contest  could 
be  spread  should  be  greatly  reduced,  and  reduced  in 
proportion  to  the  size  of  the  constituency.     It  is  as 
well  to  say   at  once  that  that  part  of  the  Eeform 
Bill  which  aimed  at  the  due  reduction  of  election 
expenses  to  their  legitimate  and  necessary  propor- 
tions proved  an  utter  failure.     No  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  what   may  be  called  working   expenses 
could  have  diminished,  to  any  satisfactory  degree, 
the  evil  from  which  the  country  was  suffering  at  that 
time,  and  from  which  it  continued  to  suffer  for  more 
than   another  generation.     Bribery  and  corruption 
were  the  evils  which  had  to  be  dealt  with,  and  the 
Eeform  Bill  of  1831  left  these  evils  as  it  had  found 
them.      The  Bill,  however,  did,   in   its   other   pro- 
visions, do  much  to  establish  a  genuine  principle  of 
Parliamentary  representation. 

To  begin  with  it  proclaimed  the  principle  of  repre- 
sentation as  the  legal  basis  of  the  whole  Parliamentary 
system.  It  abolished  the  nomination  of  members, 
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whether  by  individual  persons  or  by  corporations. 
It  laid  down  as  law  that  representation  must  bear 
some  proportion  to  the  numbers  represented.  It  made 
actual,  or  at  least  occasional,  residence  a  qualification 
for  a  voter.  These  were  the  main  principles  of  the 
measure.  The  attention  of  readers  will  presently 
be  drawn  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  failed  to 
answer  some  of  the  demands  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  spreading  intelligence  of  the  country,  and 
left  these  demands  to  be  more  adequately  answered 
by  the  statesmen  of  a  later  generation.  Enough  to 
say  that  with  all  its  defects  the  Bill,  as  Lord  John 
Eussell  explained  it,  was,  for  its  time,  a  bold  and 
broad  measure  of  reform,  and  that  it  laid  down  the 
lines  along  which,  as  far  as  human  foresight  can 
discern,  the  movement  of  progress  in  England's 
political  history  will  make  its  way. 
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CHAPTEE  LXXII. 

THE    GREAT    DEBATE. 

THE  debate  which  followed  Lord  John  Eussell's 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill  contained,  as 
well  might  be  expected,  some  very  remarkable 
speeches.  Three  of  these  deserve  the  special  attention 
of  the  student  of  history.  The  first  illustrated  the 
views  of  the  extreme  Tory  of  that  day,  and  is  indeed 
a  political  curiosity  which  ought  never  to  be  con- 
signed to  utter  oblivion.  This  speech  was  made  by 
Sir  Eobert  Harry  Inglis,  who  represented  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford.  Sir  Eobert  Inglis  was  a  living 
embodiment  of  the  spirit  of  old-world  Toryism  as 
it  had  come  down  to  his  day,  Toryism  which  had 
in  it  little  or  nothing  of  the  picturesque,  half  poetic 
sentiment  belonging  to  the  earlier  wearers  of  the 
rebel  rose,  the  flower  symbolic  of  the  Stuart  dynasty. 
Sir  Eobert  Inglis  was  a  man  of  education,  of  intelli- 
gence, and  of  high  principle.  His  sincerity  was 
unquestioned,  and  his  opinion  would  probably  be 
well  worth  having  on  any  question  which  was  not 
concerned  with  the  antagonism  between  Whig  and 
Tory.  Sir  Eobert  argued  boldly  in  his  speech  that 
the  principle  of  representation  had  never  been 
recognised  by  the  Constitution  as  the  Parliamentary 
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system  of  England.  He  insisted  that  the  sovereign 
had  a  perfect  right  to  choose  any  representative  he 
pleased  from  any  constituency  which  it  suited  him 
to  create.  The  King  could  delegate  to  any  nobleman 
or  gentleman  his  right  of  nominating  a  representative. 
Sir  Eobert  scouted  the  idea  that  a  large,  prosperous, 
and  populous  town  had  any  better  claim  to  be 
represented  in  the  House  of  Commons  than  the 
smallest  village  in  the  country.  It  was  all  a  matter 
for  the  sovereign,  and  if  the  sovereign  thought  fit 
he  had  as  good  a  right  to  invite  anyone  he  pleased 
to  represent  an  unpeopled  plain  as  to  represent 
Manchester,  Leeds,  or  Sheffield.  He  denounced 
Eussell's  proposal  to  disfranchise  the  small  nomination 
boroughs,  and  he  used  an  argument  which  was  em- 
ployed in  the  same  debate  and  by  much  wiser  men  than 
he  in  defence  of  the  pocket  boroughs  and  the  whole 
system  of  nomination.  Some  of  the  most  brilliant, 
gifted  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  con- 
tended, had  been  sent  into  that  House  by  the  patrons 
and  owners  of  such  boroughs,  and  otherwise  never 
could  have  got  into  Parliament  at  all,  for  they  could  not 
have  borne  the  enormous  expense  of  a  county  contest. 
We  have  heard  that  argument  over  and  over 
again  in  days  much  more  recent.  It  would,  of 
course,  have  been  hard  to  dispose  of  it  completely 
if  it  could  be  shown  that  there  was  no  possible  way 
by  which  the  expenses  of  elections  could  be  reduced 
to  a  reasonable  amount ;  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
there  was  any  human  system  so  bad  as  to  have  no 
compensating  advantages  whatever ;  and  finally  if  it 
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could  be  shown  that  with  the  spread  of  education  and 
the  growth  of  popular  intelligence  a  man  of  great 
and  commanding  ability  without  money  would  not 
have  a  much  better  chance  of  election  at  the  hands  of 
a  large  constituency  than  by  the  mere  favour  of  some 
discerning  patron.  Sir  Eobert  Inglis  also  used  an 
argument  which  is  even  still  not  unfamiliar  in  poli- 
tical debate,  whether  inside  or  outside  Parliament. 
He  contended  not  merely  that  the  English  population 
had  no  real  grievances  to  complain  of,  but  that  none 
among  the  English  population  would  have  fancied 
that  they  were  suffering  from  grievances  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  evil  advice  and  turbulent  agitation 
of  mob  orators.  To  these  wicked  persons,  the  mob 
orators,  Sir  Eobert  ascribed  all  the  disturbances 
which  were  setting  the  country  in  commotion.  If 
only  these  mob  orators  could  be  kept  from  spouting 
everything  would  go  well  and  no  subject  of  the 
sovereign  would  ever  get  it  into  his  head  that  he  was 
suffering  from  the  slightest  grievance. 

This  is  an  argument  which  had  just  been  used  with 
regard  to  Catholic  Emancipation ;  which  was  after- 
wards to  be  used  with  regard  to  free  trade  and  the 
introduction  of  the  ballot  and  household  suffrage  ;  and 
which  will  probably  be  used  again  and  again  so  long 
as  any  sort  of  reform  is  demanded.  Of  course  it  need 
hardly  be  said  that  when  Sir  Eobert  Inglis  referred 
to  mob  orators  he  used  the  phrase  as  a  term  of  con- 
tempt applying  to  all  speakers  who  advocated  prin- 
ciples which  were  not  the  principles  represented  by 
the  Tory  aristocracy.  A  Tory  landlord  spouting  any 
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kind  of  nonsense  to  the  most  ignorant  crowd  would 
not  have  been,  according  to  this  definition,  a  mob 
orator ;  he  would  have  been  a  high-bred  English- 
man, instructing  his  humbler  brethren  as  to  the  way 
they  ought  to  go.  Sir  Eobert  also  indulged  in  the 
most  gloomy  prophecies  about  the  evils  which  must 
come  upon  England  as  the  direct  result  of  the  Ee- 
form  Bill  if  that  Bill  were  to  be  passed  into  law. 
The  influence  of  rank  and  property  would  suddenly 
and  completely  cease  to  prevail;  education  would 
lose  its  power  to  teach  and  to  guide  ;  the  House  of 
Commons  would  no  longer  be  the  place  for  men  of 
rank,  culture,  and  statesmanship,  but  would  be 
occupied  only  by  mob  orators.  Art  after  art  would 
go  out  and  all  would  be  night,  if  we  may  adopt  the 
famous  line  of  Pope's  which  Sir  Eobert  somehow 
failed  to  introduce. 

The  second  speech  in  the  debate  to  which  we 
may  refer  was  that  of  Sir  Eobert  Peel.  It  was 
a  necessity  of  Peel's  position  just  then,  and  of 
the  stage  of  political  development  which  his  mind 
had  reached,  that  he  should  oppose  the  Eeform 
Bill.  But  in  the  work  of  opposition  he  had  to 
undertake  a  task  far  more  difficult  to  him  in  the 
artistic  sense  than  the  task  which  the  destinies 
had  appointed  for  Sir  Eobert  Inglis  to  attempt. 
Inglis,  although  a  man  of  ability  and  education  as 
collegiate  education  then  went,  was  so  thorough  a 
Tory  of  the  old  school  that  the  most  extravagant 
arguments  he  used  came  as  naturally  and  clearly  to 
his  mind  as  if  they  had  been  dictated  to  him  by 
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inspiration.  But  a  man  of  Peel's  high  order  of 
intellect,  a  man  who  had  been  gifted  by  nature  with 
the  mind  of  a  statesman,  must  sometimes  have  found 
it  hard  indeed  to  convince  himself  that  some  of  the 
arguments  he  used  against  reform  were  arguments 
which  the  history  of  the  future  would  be  likely  to 
maintain.  Peel's  genius,  however,  was  not  one  which 
readily  adopted  conclusions,  especially  when  these 
conclusions  involved  a  change  in  the  seeming  order 
of  things.  We  have  seen  already  that  he  was  quite 
capable  of  taking  a  bold  decision  and  accepting  its 
responsibilities  when  the  movement  of  events  seemed 
to  satisfy  him  that  a  choice  one  way  or  the  other 
could  no  longer  be  postponed. 

The  whole  story  of  his  subsequent  career  bears 
evidence  of  the  same  effect.  His  genius  guided 
him  rightly  when  the  fateful  moment  arrived  at 
which  a  decision  had  to  be  made,  but  when  left  to 
himself  his  inclinations  always  were  to  let  things  go 
on  in  their  old  way.  He  had  not  yet  seen  any 
necessity  for  a  complete  system  of  Parliamentary 
reform,  nor  was  he  likely,  in  any  case,  to  have 
approved  of  some  of  the  proposals  contained  in 
the  Bill  brought  in  by  Lord  John  Eussell.  The 
speech  he  delivered  appears,  by  all  the  accounts 
which  reach  us,  to  have  been  a  genuine  piece  of 
Parliamentary  eloquence.  Peel  did  not,  as  may  well 
be  imagined,  commit  himself  to  some  of  the  extrava- 
gances which  were  poured  forth  in  absolute  good 
faith  by  Sir  Eobert  Inglis.  But  the  very  nature  of 
his  task  compelled  him  sometimes  to  have  recourse 
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to  arguments  which,  although  put  forward  with 
more  discretion  and  more  dexterity  than  Inglis  had 
shown,  seemed  nevertheless  to  belong  to  the  same 
order  of  political  reasoning. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  surprising  that  Peel  should 
have  found  much  to  say  for  the  existence  of  the 
small  nomination  boroughs,  seeing  that  the  same 
arguments  were  made  use  of  a  whole  generation 
afterwards  by  no  less  a  person  than  Mr.  Gladstone. 
These  arguments,  we  need  hardly  say,  were  founded 
on  the  familiar  assumption  that  a  Burke  or  a 
Sheridan,  a  Canning  or  a  Plunket,  would  have  no 
chance  whatever  of  getting  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons if  some  appreciative  patron  did  not  generously 
put  a  borough  at  his  disposal.  In  our  own  days  we 
have  seen,  again  and  again,  that  a  man  of  high 
political  character  and  commanding  eloquence,  but 
having  no  money  or  other  such  influence  to  back 
him,  would  have  a  far  better  chance  at  the  hands  of 
a  great  popular  constituency  than  he  would  be 
likely  to  have  in  some  small  borough,  where  local 
interests  might  easily  be  brought  to  conspire  against 
him.  But  at  the  time  when  Peel  was  making  his 
speech  against  the  Eeform  project  the  patronage 
system  still  prevailed  in  politics,  if  no  longer  in 
letters,  and  the  unendowed  child  of  genius  would 
have  little  chance  indeed  if  he  were  to  try  to 
get  into  Parliament  on  his  own  mere  merits.  On 
the  whole,  it  must  be  owned  that  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  made  as  good  a  case  against  the  Bill  as  could 
have  been  made  from  the  Conservative  point  of 
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view,  and  it  may  be  added  that  an  equally  inge- 
nious case  might  have  been  made  out  by  a  man  of 
equal  capacity  against  any  change  whatever  in  any 
system. 

The  third  speech  to  which  we  think  it  necessary 
to  refer  was  that  delivered  by  the  Irish  orator  and 
agitator  Daniel  O'Connell.  O'Connell  promised  the 
Bill  all  the  support  in  his  power,  but  he  took  care  to 
explain  that  he  supported  it  only  because  he  believed 
it  was  the  best  Bill  he  could  obtain  from  any  Govern- 
ment at  that  moment.  He  described  clearly  and 
impressively  the  faults  which  he  found  with  Lord 
John  EusseU's  measure ;  and  it  has  to  be  noticed  that 
the  objections  which  he  raised  were  absolutely  con- 
firmed by  our  subsequent  political  history.  He 
found  fault  with  the  Bill  because  it  did  not  go  nearly 
as  far  as  such  a  measure  ought  to  go  in  the  direction 
of  manhood  suffrage,  or  at  all  events  of  household 
suffrage.  He  contended  that  no  Eeform  Bill  could 
really  fulfil  the  best  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed 
without  the  adoption  of  the  ballot  system  in  the 
voting  at  popular  elections.  He  advocated  shorter 
Parliaments  and  much  more  comprehensive  and 
strenuous  legislation  for  the  prevention  of  bribery 
and  corruption.  In  short,  O'Connell  made  a  speech 
which  might  have  been  spoken  with  perfect  appro- 
priateness by  an  English  Eadical  of  the  highest 
political  order  at  any  time  during  some  succeeding 
generations.  O'Connell's  opinions  seem  to  have 
been  at  that  time,  save  on  one  political  question 
alone — the  question  of  Eepeal  of  the  Union — exactly 
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in  accord  with  those  of  the  Eadical  party  down  to 
the  days  of  Cobden  and  Bright. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  as  a  matter  of  some  his- 
torical interest,  that,  vindicating  the  true  theory  of 
popular  representation,  he  complained  that  succes- 
sive English  Governments  had  abandoned  the  con- 
stitutional position  taken  up  by  the  glorious  Eevolu- 
tion  of  1688.  Eeaders  of  the  present  day  may  be 
inclined  to  think,  not  without  good  reason  for  the 
thought,  that  statesmanship  in  the  days  of  Lord 
Grey's  first  Eeform  Bill,  and  for  many  years  after, 
might  have  had  less  trouble  with  Ireland  if  it  had 
taken  better  account  of  the  opinions  and  the  influence 
of  O'Connell. 

The  debate  on  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
Bill  lasted  several  days.  In  accordance,  however, 
with  the  usual  practice  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
no  division  was  taken  and  the  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  it  is  not  usual  to  have,  a 
long  debate  on  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
which  amounts  in  substance  to  a  motion  that  the 
Bill  be  read  for  the  first  time.  When,  however,  a 
measure  of  great  importance  is  introduced  there  is 
sometimes  a  lengthened  and  very  often  a  discursive 
debate  or  conversation  on  the  motion ;  but  it  is 
rarely  so  long  and  so  earnest  a  discussion  as  that 
which  took  place  when  Lord  John  Eussell  brought 
in  the  Eeform  Bill.  One  result  of  the  length  of  the 
debate  which  preceded  the  first  reading  was  that 
when  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  came  on 
the  leading  members  of  the  Opposition  were  found  to 
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have  expressed  fully  their  opinions  already,  and  the 
discussion  seemed  little  better  than  the  retelling  of 
an  old  story. 

When  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
came  to  be  put  to  the  vote  it  was  found  that  the 
Opposition  had  got  together  a  very  full  gathering 
of  their  numbers,  and  the  second  reading  was 
only  carried  by  a  majority  of  one.  The  hearts 
of  many  of  the  reformers  sank  within  them  for  the 
moment,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Tories  were  revived  in 
an  equal  degree.  Even  already  it  seemed  clear  to 
all  of  Lord  Grey's  colleagues  that  a  measure  carried 
on  its  second  reading  by  such  a  bare  majority  had 
riot  the  slightest  chance  of  forcing  its  way  through 
the  House  of  Lords,  even  if  it  should  be  fortunate 
enough  to  pass  without  serious  damage  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  Lord  Grey  and  his  colleagues 
were  already  beginning  to  think  that  nothing  worth 
accomplishing  was  likely  to  be  achieved  until  a 
general  election  should  have  greatly  strengthened 
the  Eeform  party  in  Parliament.  The  movement  for 
reform  had  of  late  been  growing  steadily  in  most 
parts  of  the  country.  Some  of  the  more  recent 
elections  had  shown  that  the  reform  spirit  was 
obtaining  the  mastery  in  constituencies  from  which 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  been  expected  a  short  time 
before,  and  it  seemed  to  most  of  the  Whig  leaders 
that  the  existing  Parliament  was  the  last  bulwark 
against  the  progress  of  reform.  When  the  time 
came  for  the  motion  to  enable  the  Bill  to  get  into 
committee — that  is,  to  be  discussed  point  by  point 
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in  all  its  clauses  by  the  House,  with  full  liberty  to 
every  member  to  speak  as  many  times  as  he  pleased 
— General  Gascoigne,  one  of  the  representatives  of 
Liverpool,  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that 
it  was  not  expedient,  at  such  a  time,  to  reduce  the 
numbers  of  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  con- 
stituting the  House  of  Commons,  and  this  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  a  majority  of  eight.  Now  the 
carrying  of  this  amendment  could  not  possibly  have 
been  considered  as  the  destruction  of  any  vital  part 
of  the  Bill. 

Lord  John  Eussell  had  argued  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  numbers  in  the  House  as  a  matter 
of  convenience  and  expediency ;  but  he  had  not 
given  it  to  be  understood  that  the  Government  felt 
itself  pledged  to  that  particular  proposition,  and  had 
made  up  his  mind  not  to  accept  any  modification  in 
that  part  of  the  plan.  The  authors  of  the  Eeform 
Bill,  however,  read  very  wisely  in  the  success  of 
General  Gascoigne's  amendment  the  lesson  that  in 
the  existing  Parliament  the  Tories  would  be  able  to 
take  the  conduct  of  the  measure  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Government  during  its  progress  through  com- 
mittee, and  to  mar  and  mutilate  it,  so  as  to  render  it 
entirely  unsuited  to  its  original  purposes.  Therefore 
Lord  Grey  and  the  other  members  of  his  Cabinet 
made  up  their  minds  that  the  best  course  they  could 
take  would  be  to  accept  the  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  a  distinct  defeat,  and  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  decision  of  the  constituencies  by  an  instant 
dissolution  of  Parliament. 

VOL,  IV.  P 
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One  important  question  had  yet  to  be  settled. 
Would  the  King  give  his  assent  to  the  dissolution  ?  No 
one  could  have  supposed  that  the  King  was  really  at 
heart  a  reformer,  and  the  general  conviction  was 
that  if  William  cared  anything  at  all  about  the 
matter  his  personal  inclination  would  be  in  favour  of 
good  old  Toryism,  or  that,  at  the  very  least,  his 
inclination  would  be  for  allowing  things  to  go  on  in 
the  old  way.  At  that  time  the  principle  had  not  yet 
been  set  up  as  a  part  of  our  constitutional  system 
that  the  sovereign  was  bound  to  submit  his  own  will 
and  pleasure  to  the  advice  of  his  ministers.  It  would 
have  been  quite  in  accordance  with  recognised 
precedents  since  the  House  of  Hanover  came  to  the 
throne  if  the  King  were  to  proclaim  his  determination 
to  act  upon  his  own  judgment  and  let  his  ministers 
either  put  up  with  his  decision  or  resign  their 
offices. 

For  some  time,  indeed,  it  appeared  as  if  the  King 
was  likely  to  assert  his  prerogative,  according  to  the 
old  fashion.  The  disagreeable  and  almost  hazardous 
task  of  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  King  into 
compliance  with  the  desire  of  his  Ministry  was 
entrusted  to  Lord  Brougham,  who  was  supposed,  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  to  be  keeper  of  the  sovereign's 
conscience.  Brougham  was  not  a  man  who  could 
be  described  as  gifted  with  the  bland  powers  of 
persuasion,  but  at  all  events  he  did  not  want  courage 
for  the  task  he  had  to  undertake.  William  appears 
at  first  to  have  refused  flatly  his  consent  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Ministry,  to  have  blustered  a  good  deal  in  his 
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usual  unkingly,  not  to  say  ungainly,  fashion,  and  to 
have  replied  to  Brougham's  intimation  that  the 
ministers  might  have  to  resign,  with  words  to  the 
effect  that  ministers,  if  they  liked,  might  resign  and 
be — ministers  no  more.  The  King,  however,  was  at 
last  prevailed  upon  to  give  his  assent,  but  then  a 
fresh  trouble  arose  when  he  found  that  Lord  Grey 
and  Lord  Brougham,  presuming  on  his  ultimate 
compliance,  had  already  taken  steps  to  make  pre- 
parations for  the  ceremonials  preceding  dissolution. 
As  the  Ministry  thought  it  necessary  that  there 
should  be  no  delay  whatever  in  the  steps  required  to 
dissolve  Parliament,  a  message  had  been  sent  in  order 
that  the  Life  Guards  should  be  ready,  according  to 
the  usual  custom  when  the  King  went  to  Westminster 
for  such  a  purpose.  William  found  in  this  act  on 
the  part  of  the  Ministry  a  new  reason  for  an  outburst 
of  wrath.  He  stormed  at  Brougham ;  he  declared 
that  it  was  an  act  of  high  treason  to  call  out  the 
Life  Guards  without  the  express  authority  of  the 
King,  and  he  raged  in  a  manner  which  seemed  to 
imply  that  only  the  mercy  of  the  sovereign  could 
save  Grey  and  Brougham  from  the  axe  on  Tower 
Hill. 

Perhaps  it  was  fortunate  on  the  whole  for  the 
peaceful  settlement  of  the  controversy  that  the  King 
should  have  found  this  new  and  unexpected  stimulant 
to  his  anger  :  for  when  his  wrath  had  completely 
exploded  over  it,  and  when  Brougham  had  been  able 
to  explain,  again  and  again,  that  no  act  of  high 
treason  had  been  contemplated  or  committed,  the 
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royal  fury  had  spent  itself;  the  King's  good-humour 
had  returned ;  and  in  the  reaction  William  had  for- 
gotten most  of  his  objections  to  the  original  proposal. 
It  was  arranged,  then,  that  the  dissolution  should  take 
place  at  once.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Sir  Eobert  Peel, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  was  actually  declaiming, 
in  his  finest  manner,  and  with  a  voice  that  Disraeli 
afterwards  described  as  the  best  ever  heard  in  the 
House,  excepting  indeed  '  the  thrilling  tones  of 
O'Connell,'  against  the  whole  scheme  of  reform,  when 
the  Usher  of  the  Black  Eod  was  heard  knocking  at 
the  doors  of  the  Chamber  to  summon  its  members  to 
attend  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  order  to 
receive  the  commands  of  his  Majesty  the  King.  The 
commands  of  his  Majesty  the  King  were  in  fact  the 
announcement  that  Parliament  was  dissolved,  and 
that  an  appeal  to  the  country  for  the  election  of  a 
new  Parliament  was  to  take  place  at  once. 

The  news  was  received  by  Eeformers  all  over  the 
country  with  the  most  exuberant  demonstrations  of 
enthusiasm.  In  London  most  of  the  houses  through- 
out the  principal  streets  were  illuminated,  and  many 
windows  which  showed  no  lights  were  instantly 
broken  by  the  exulting  crowds  that  swarmed  every- 
where. The  Duke  of  Wellington  received  marked 
tokens  of  the  unpopularity  which  his  uncompro- 
mising declaration  against  all  manner  of  reform  had 
brought  upon  him.  Some  of  the  windows  at  Apsley 
House,  his  town  residence — the  windows  that  looked 
into  the  Park — were  broken  by  an  impassioned  mob, 
and  for  years  afterwards  these  windows  were  always 
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kept  shuttered,  as  a  sign — so  at  least  the  popular 
faith  assumed  it  to  be — that  the  Duke  could  Dot  for- 
give or  forget  this  evidence  of  public  ingratitude  to 
the  conqueror  of  Waterloo.  The  King,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  grown  suddenly  into  immense  popularity. 
The  favourite  title  given  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
accession  was  that  of  the  '  Sailor  King.'  Now  he  was 
hailed  everywhere  in  the  streets  as  the  'Patriot 
King.'  Wherever  his  carriage  made  its  appearance 
it  was  sure  to  be  followed  by  an  admiring  and  ac- 
claiming crowd.  The  elections  came  on  at  once,  and 
it  has  to  be  noted  that  the  amount  of  money  spent 
on  both  sides  was  something  astonishing  even  for 
those  days  of  reckless  expenditure  in  political  con- 
tests. Neither  side  could  make  any  boast  of  poli- 
tical purity,  and  indeed  neither  side  seemed  to  have 
the  slightest  inclination  to  set  up  such  a  claim.  The 
only  rivalry  was  in  the  spending  of  money  in  unre- 
stricted and  shameless  bribery  and  corruption.  The 
more  modern  sense  of  revolt  against  the  whole 
principle  of  bribery  was  little  thought  of  in  those 
days.  There  were  men,  indeed,  on  both  sides  of  the 
political  field  who  would  never  have  stooped  to  offer 
a  bribe  if  left  to  the  impulses  of  their  own  honour 
and  their  own  conscience.  But  the  ordinary  man  of 
the  world,  and  more  especially  of  the  political  world, 
felt  that  if  he  himself  did  not  gi  ve  the  bribe  his  rival 
would  be  certain  to  give  it,  and  that  nobody  at  his 
club  or  in  society  would  think  any  the  worse  of  him 
because  it  was  understood  that  he  had  bought  him- 
self into  the  House  of  Commons.  When  the  elec- 
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tions  were  over  the  prevalent  opinion  as  to  their  re- 
sult was  almost  everywhere  that  the  numbers  of  the 
Eeform  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  would  be 
much  greater  than  it  had  been  in  the  House  so  lately 
dissolved.  When  the  new  Parliament  was  opened, 
Lord  John  Eussell  and  Mr.  Stanley  appeared  as 
members  of  the  Cabinet.  The  new  Parliament  was 
opened  by  King  William  on  June  21.  If  William 
really  enjoyed  the  consciousness  of  popularity,  as 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  he  did,  he  must 
have  felt  a  very  proud  and  popular  sovereign  that 
day.  His  carriage  as  he  drove  to  the  entrance  of 
the  House  of  Lords  was  surrounded  and  followed  by 
an  immense  crowd,  which  cheered  itself  hoarse  in 
its  demonstrations  of  loyalty.  On  June  24  Lord 
John  Eussell  introduced  his  second  Eeform  Bill. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  go  through  the  details  of 
the  new  measure.  The  second  Eeform  Bill  was  in 
substance  very  much  the  same  as  its  predecessor  had 
been,  but  of  course  its  principle  was  debated  on  the 
motion  of  the  second  reading  with  as  much  heat,  al- 
though not  at  such  great  length,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  first  Eeform  Bill  a  few  weeks  before.  Nothing 
new  came  out  in  this  second  argument,  and  the 
debate  on  the  second  reading,  which  began  on 
July  4,  occupied  only  three  nights,  a  fact  which 
made  some  members  of  the  Opposition  think  them- 
selves entitled  to  the  compliments  of  the  country. 
The  Parliamentary  opponents  of  the  Eeform  Bill 
were,  however,  soon  to  make  it  evident  that  they  had 
more  practical  and  more  perplexing  ways  of  delay- 
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ing  its  progress  through  the  House  of  Commons  than 
by  the  delivery  of  long  orations  on  the  elementary 
principle  of  reform.  The  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
was  carried  by  367  votes  in  its  favour  and  231  votes 
against  it — that  is  to  say,  by  a  majority  of  136  for 
the  Bill.  Therefore  everybody  saw  that,  as  far  as  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  new  Parliament  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  a  large  majority  in  support  of  the 
measure  brought  forward  by  the  Government. 

It  was  morning,  and  not  very  early  morning, 
when  the  House  divided,  and  the  Attorney-General 
had  not  much  time  to  spare  for  rest  before  setting 
off  for  one  of  the  law  courts  to  conduct  a  prosecution 
which  the  Government  had  thought  it  well  to  insti- 
tute against  a  man  who  held  a  most  prominent  posi- 
tion in  England  at  that  time,  and  whose  name,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  good 
English  prose  is  studied.  This  man  was  William 
Cobbett,  and  he  had  just  aroused  the  anger  of  the 
Government  by  a  published  article  in  which  he  vindi- 
cated the  conduct  of  those  who  had  set  fire  to  hay- 
ricks and  destroyed  farm  buildings  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  William  Cobbett  had  begun  life  as 
the  son  of  a  small  farmer,  who  was  himself  the  son  of 
a  day  labourer.  He  had  lived  a  strange  and  varied 
life.  In  his  boyish  days  he  had  run  away  from  a 
little  farm  in  Surrey  and  had  flung  himself  upon 
the  world  of  London.  He  had  found  employment, 
for  a  while,  in  the  humblest  kind  of  drudgery  as 
a  junior  copying  clerk  in  an  attorney's  office,  and 
then  he  had  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  foot.  He 
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was  quartered  for  a  year  at  Chatham,  and  he  de- 
voted all  his  leisure  moments  to  reading,  for  which 
he  had  a  passion  which  lasted  him  all  his  lifetime. 
He  is  said  to  have  exhausted  the  whole  contents 
of  a  lending  library  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  he 
preferred  reading  anything  to  reading  nothing.  He 
was  especially  fond  of  historical  and  scientific  studies, 
but  he  had  a  love  for  literature  of  a  less  severe 
kind  also,  and  he  studied  with  intense  eagerness 
the  works  of  Swift,  on  whose  style  he  seems  to 
have  moulded  his  own  with  much  success  and 
without  any  servile  imitation.  Then  he  was  quar- 
tered with  his  regiment  for  some  time  in  New 
Brunswick,  and  after  various  vicissitudes  he  made 
his  way  to  Philadelphia.  During  his  stay  in  New 
Brunswick  he  had  studied  French,  and  had  many 
opportunities  of  conversing  in  it  with  French-Cana- 
dians, and  when  settled  for  a  time  in  Philadelphia 
he  occupied  himself  by  teaching  English  to  some 
refugees  from  France.  Now  and  again  he  went  back- 
wards and  forwards  between  America  and  England, 
but  it  was  in  Philadelphia  that  he  was  first  known  as 
a  writer.  Under  the  signature  of  Peter  Porcupine  he 
published  the  'Porcupine  Papers,'  which  were  chiefly 
made  up  of  sarcastic  and  vehement  attacks  upon 
public  men.  Cobbett  had  begun  as  a  sort  of  Tory, 
or,  at  all  events,  as  a  professed  enemy  of  all  Eadical 
agitators,  but  he  gradually  became  a  Eadical  agitator 
himself,  and  when  he  finally  settled  in  England  he 
soon  began  to  be  recognised  as  one  of  the  most 
powerful  advocates  of  the  Eadical  cause  in  or  out  of 
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Parliament.  He  wrote  a  strong,  simple  Anglo-Saxon 
style,  and  indeed  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  after 
Swift  himself,  no  man  ever  wrote  clearer  English 
prose  than  that  of  William  Cobbett.  He  had  tried 
to  get  into  Parliament  twice  without  success  ;  but  at 
last  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  seat  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  borough  of  Oldham,  a  place  which  he 
represented  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  which 
was  represented  by  members  of  his  family  in  the 
memory  of  the  present  generation.  He  had  started 
a  paper  called  The  Weekly  Political  Register,  and 
in  this  he  championed  the  Eadical  cause  with  an 
energy  and  ability  which  made  him  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  men  of  the  time. 

Lord  Grey's  Government  was  probably  not  very 
anxious  to  prosecute  Cobbett,  if  a  prosecution  could 
have  been  avoided,  but  it  was  feared,  perhaps,  by  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  that  some  of  his  writings 
would  be  used  by  the  opponents  of  reform  as 
an  illustration  of  the  principles  on  which  reform 
was  founded,  and  the  practices  which  it  would 
encourage  if  the  Government  failed  to  take 
some  decided  action.  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
institute  the  prosecution  for  the  article  which  had 
been  published  in  the  previous  December.  The 
Guildhall,  where  the  case  was  to  be  tried,  was  crowded 
to  excess,  and  the  prisoner  was  loudly  applauded 
when  he  stood  in  the  court.  He  was  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  hour  with  large  numbers  of  the  people 
everywhere,  and  the  court  would  have  been  crowded 
this  day  in  any  case ;  but  additional  interest  was 
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given  to  the  sitting  by  the  fact  that  Cobbett  had 
summoned  for  witnesses  for  his  defence,  Lord  Grey, 
Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Al thorp,  and  Lord  Durham. 
The  summoning  of  these  witnesses  was  one  of 
Cobbett's  original  and  audacious  strokes  of  humour 
and  of  cleverness,  and  his  object  was,  in  fact,  to 
make  it  out  that  the  leading  members  of  his 
Majesty's  Government  were  just  as  much  inclined 
to  countenance  violence  as  he  was  when  such  a 
piece  of  work  might  happen  to  suit  their  political 
purposes.  The  stroke,  however,  did  not  produce 
much  effect  in  this  case,  for  Lord  Brougham's  evi- 
dence, which  in  any  case  would  have  been  unimpor- 
tant to  the  question  at  issue,  would  have  been  rather 
to  the  disadvantage  than  advantage  of  the  prisoner 
if  it  had  been  fully  gone  into,  and  Cobbett  relieved 
Brougham  from  further  attendance  ;  while  Chief  Jus- 
tice Tenterden,  the  presiding  judge,  decided  that  the 
testimony  which  Cobbett  said  he  intended  to  draw 
from  the  other  noble  witnesses  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  case  before  the  jury.  The  whole  question 
in  fact  was  as  to  the  nature  of  the  article  in  the  Poli- 
tical Register.  The  jury  could  not  agree  upon  their 
verdict,  and  after  they  had  been  locked  up  for  fifteen 
hours  and  there  seemed  no  chance  of  their  coming  to 
an  understanding,  the  jurors  were  discharged  and  there 
was  an  end  of  the  case.  When  the  result  was  an- 
nounced Cobbett  received  tumultuous  applause  from  a 
large  number  of  the  crowd  in  court  and  from  throngs 
of  people  outside.  He  left  the  court  even  more  of  a 
popular  hero  than  he  had  been  when  he  entered  it. 
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Now,  in  studying  the  article  itself  as  a  mere 
historical  document,  the  reader  who  belongs  to  the 
present  generation  would  probably  be  disposed  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  while  it  was  indeed 
something  like  a  direct  incentive  to  violence,  it  also 
pointed  to  evils  and  to  dangers  which  the  wisdom  of 
statesmanship  would  then  have  done  well  to  fear. 
For  the  main  purpose  of  the  article  was  to  emphasise 
the  fact  that,  in  the  existing  conditions  of  things, 
nothing  was  ever  likely  to  be  done  for  the  relief  of 
the  hungry  sufferers  from  bad  laws  and  bad  social 
conditions,  unless  some  deeds  of  violence  were  em- 
ployed to  startle  the  public  into  the  knowledge  that 
the  sufferings  existed  and  would  not  be  endured  in 
patience  any  longer.  It  is  unfortunately  only  too 
true  that,  at  all  periods  of  history,  even  the  most 
recent  history  of  the  most  civilised  countries,  there 
are  evils  that  legislation  will  not  trouble  itself  to  deal 
with  until  legislators  have  been  made  to  know  by 
some  deeds  of  violence  that  if  relief  will  not  come 
civil  disturbance  must  come.  The  whole  story  of  the 
reign  of  William  the  Fourth  is  the  story  of  an  age 
of  reform,  although  no  particular  credit  can  be  given 
to  the  monarch  himself  for  that  splendid  fact.  It  is 
a  melancholy  truth  that  not  one  of  these  reforms 
would  have  been  effected  at  the  time  or  for  long 
after  if  those  who  suffered  most  cruelly  from  existing 
wrongs  had  always  been  content  to  suffer  in  law- abiding 
peacefulness,  and  to  allow  the  justice  of  their  cause 
to  prove  itself  by  patient  argument  addressed  to  the 
reason,  the  sympathy,  and  the  conscience  of  the 
ruling  orders. 
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CHAPTEE  LXXIII. 

THE   TRIUMPH    OF   EEFORM. 

THE  Eeform  Bill  was,  then,  clearly  on  its  way  to 
success.  It  had  passed  its  second  reading  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  a  large,  and  what  might  well 
be  called  a  triumphant,  majority.  Now,  when  a  great 
measure  reaches  that  stage  in  the  modern  history  of 
our  Constitution,  we  can  all  venture  to  forecast,  with 
some  certainty,  its  ultimate  fate.  We  are  speak- 
ing, it  need  hardly  be  said,  of  reform  measures 
which  are  moved  by  a  clear  principle  and  have  a 
strong  and  resolute  band  of  followers.  Such 
measures  may  be  defeated  once  and  again  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  may  be  delayed  in  either  or 
both  Houses  for  a  considerable  time ;  but  it  only 
needs  perseverance  to  carry  them  in  the  end.  Some 
of  the  more  enlightened  and  intelligent  Conservatives 
must  have  begun  already  to  feel  that  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  the  reform  measure  was  only  a  question 
of  time ;  but  then  those  who  were  opposed  to  every 
such  reform  were  determined  that,  at  all  events,  the 
triumph  should  be  put  off  as  long  as  possible.  The 
House  of  Lords  would,  no  doubt,  throw  out  the  Bill 
when  it  came  for  the  first  time  within  the  range  of  their 
power ;  but  it  was  resolved,  meanwhile,  to  keep  the 
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Bill  as  long  as  possible  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Therefore  there  now  set  in  a  Parliamentary  campaign 
of  a  kind  which  was  almost  quite  new  to  those  days, 
but  has  become  familiar  to  our  later  times — a  cam- 
paign of  obstruction.  After  the  second  reading  of 
the  new  Eeform  Bill  there  set  in  that  first  great 
systematic  performance  of  obstruction  which  has 
been  the  inspiration,  the  lesson,  and  the  model  to  all 
the  obstructives  of  later  years.  The  rules  and  the 
practices  of  the  House  of  Commons  offered  in  those 
times,  and,  indeed,  for  long  after,  the  most  tempting 
opportunities  to  any  body  of  members  who  were 
anxious  to  prolong  debate  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
preventing  legislation.  For  example,  it  was  under- 
stood until  quite  lately  that  any  motion  made  in  the 
House,  even  the  most  formal  and  technical,  might  be 
opposed,  and,  if  opposed,  might  be  debated  for  any 
length  of  time  without  the  Speaker  having  the 
power  to  intervene  and  cut  short  the  most  barren 
and  meaningless  discussion. 

When  the  House  goes  into  committee,  according 
to  the  formal  Parliamentary  phrase,  the  temptation 
to  obstruct  becomes  indefinitely  multiplied,  for  in 
committee  a  member  can  speak  as  often  as  he  thinks 
fit  on  the  same  subject — or,  at  least,  such  was  his 
privilege  before  the  alterations  adopted  in  very 
recent  years.  It  may  be  well  to  explain  to  the 
general  reader  the  meaning  of  what  takes  place 
when  the  House  goes  into  committee.  When  a  Bill 
has  passed  through  its  first  and  second  reading  it  is 
understood  that  the  main  principles  of  the  measure 
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have  been  agreed  upon,  and  that  it  only  remains  for 
the  House  to  go  into  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  every  clause  and  every  minute  detail  of 
the  Bill  before  it  comes  up  to  the  House  again  for  its 
third  and  final  reading.  Now  the  House,  when  it 
goes  into  committee,  is  still  just  the  same  House  of 
Commons  as  before,  except  that  the  Speaker  leaves 
the  chair  and  the  assembly  is  presided  over  by  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  who  sits  not  in  the 
Speaker's  throne-like  chair,  but  in  an  ordinary  seat 
at  the  table  in  front  of  it.  There  is,  however,  the 
important  difference  that,  while  in  the  House  itself, 
presided  over  by  the  Speaker,  a  member  can  only 
speak  once  on  each  motion,  in  the  committee  he  can 
speak  as  often  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  for  the  obvious 
reason  that,  where  mere  details  are  under  considera- 
tion, it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  limit  the  number 
of  practical  suggestions  which  any  member  might 
desire  to  offer  as  the  discussion  of  each  clause 
suggested  new  possibilities  of  improvement.  By  the 
alterations  effected  recently  in  the  rules  of  procedure 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  or  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, obtains  a  certain  control  over  members  who 
are  evidently  talking  against  time  and  for  the  sake 
of  wilful  obstruction  ;  but  in  the  days  of  Lord  John 
KusselTs  Eeform  Bill  no  such  authority  had  been 
given  to  the  presiding  officer. 

The  very  motion— in  ordinary  times  a  purely 
formal  motion — which  had  to  be  passed  in  order 
that  the  House  might  get  into  committee,  gave  to 
the  opponents  of  reform  their  first  opportunity  of 
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obstruction.  The  motion  was  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  chair,  and  the  moment  that  motion 
was  put,  it  was  immediately  met  by  an  amendment. 
A  Tory  member  raised  the  question  that  there  was  a 
mistake  in  one  of  the  returns  of  population  in  the 
constituency  which  he  represented,  and  he  proposed 
that  his  constituent  should  be  allowed  to  show  cause 
in  person  or  by  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  House  for 
a  rectification  of  the  error.  Lord  John  Eussell 
admitted  that  there  appeared  to  have  been  some 
mistake  in  the  return,  but  he  contended  that  the 
motion  to  enable  the  House  to  go  into  committee 
was  not  the  proper  time  at  which  such  a  question 
could  be  raised.  Everyone  in  the  House  knew 
perfectly  well  the  motive  for  raising  the  question 
just  then,  and  after  some  time  had  been  wasted 
in  absolutely  unnecessary  discussion,  the  obstruc- 
tive amendment  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of 
97.  That,  however,  did  not  help  matters  very  much, 
for  the  House  had  still  to  divide  upon  the  question 
that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair.  This  was 
met  by  repeated  motions  for  adjournment,  and  on 
every  one  of  these  motions  a  long  discussion  was 
kept  up  by  some  leading  members  of  the  Opposition, 
and  by  their  faithful  followers.  The  reader  will 
remember  that  until  the  motion  had  been  carried 
for  the  Speaker  to  leave  the  chair  it  was  still  the 
House,  and  not  the  committee,  that  was  sitting,  and 
therefore  no  member  could  speak  more  than  once  on 
the  same  subject.  But  then  this  fact  did  not  secure 
even  that  particular  stage  of  the  debate  against 
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obstruction,  for  there  were  several  different  forms  in 
which  the  motion  for  adjournment  might  be  made, 
and  on  each  of  these  several  proposals  a  member  was 
entitled  to  speak  even  although  he  had  already 
spoken  on  each  motion  previously  proposed  to  the 
same  practical  effect.  Perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to 
bring  the  condition  of  things  more  clearly  and  more 
practically  within  the  understanding  of  the  general 
reader,  seeing  that  the  Parliamentary  obstruction 
which  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the  Eeform 
Bill  became  afterwards  so  important  an  instrument 
for  good  or  for  evil  in  our  legislative  system.  The 
motion  then  is  made  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  chair.  Thereupon  Mr.  Brown,  Tory  member, 
moves  as  an  amendment  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  Mr.  Brown  sets  forth  in  a  lengthened 
speech  his  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  House  ought 
not  to  sit  any  longer  that  night.  Some  member  of 
the  Ministry  rises  and  gives  his  reason  for  urging 
that  the  Speaker  should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  chair 
at  once,  and  that  the  House  go  into  committee  in 
order  to  consider  the  details  of  the  measure.  There- 
upon several  of  Mr.  Brown's  friends  arise  and  one 
after  another  expound,  at  great  length,  their  reason 
for  supporting  Mr.  Brown.  The  ministers,  by  this 
time,  have  made  up  their  minds  that  the  best 
course  they  can  follow  is  to  let  Mr.  Brown's  friends 
have  all  the  talk  to  themselves,  but  some  independent 
members  on  the  side  of  the  Government  are  sure  to 
be  provoked  into  making  speeches  denouncing  the 
obstructives  and  thereby  only  helping  to  obstruct. 
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Al  length,  when  all  Mr.  Brown's  friends  have  had 
their  say — and  Mr.  Brown,  it  will  be  remembered, 
cannot  speak  again  on  this  particular  question — a 
division  is  taken  on  his  amendment  and  the  amend- 
ment is  lost.  Then  the  question  is  put  once  more 
for  the  Speaker  to  leave  the  chair,  and  instantly  Mr. 
Jones,  another  Tory  member,  springs  to  his  feet  and 
moves  as  an  amendment,  not  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  but  that  this  debate  be  now  adjourned,  which, 
as  everyone  must  see,  is  quite  a  different  proposition. 
On  this  new  amendment  Mr.  Brown  is  quite  en- 
titled to  speak,  and  he  does  speak  accordingly,  and 
so  do  all  his  friends,  and  at  last  a  division  is  taken 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jones  has  the  same 
fate  as  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brown,  and  is 
defeated  by  a  large  majority.  Up  comes  the  question 
once  more  about  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  and 
up  gets  Mr.  Eobinson,  another  Tory  member,  and 
moves  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  which  motion 
is  strictly  in  order,  for  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  House 
might  with  perfect  consistency  refuse  to  adjourn  at 
midnight  and  yet  might  be  quite  willing  to  adjourn 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  On  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Eobinson  his  friends  Brown  and  Jones  are  of 
course  entitled  to  speak,  and  so  are  all  their  colleagues 
in  the  previous  discussions,  and  when  this  amendment 
too  is  defeated,  then  Mr.  Smith,  yet  another  Tory 
member,  rises  in  his  place,  as  the  familiar  Parlia- 
mentary phrase  goes,  and  moves  that  this  debate  be 
now  adjourned.  This  is  really  a  fair  summary  of  the 
events  which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 

VOL.  IV.  Q 
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this  first  grand  opportunity  of  obstruction,  the  motion 
to  enable  the  House  to  get  into  committee  on  the 
details  of  the  Eeform  Bill. 

It  was  half-past  seven  in  the  morning  when  the 
out-wearied  House  consented  to  adjourn,  and  the 
story  was  told,  at  the  time,  that  when  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell  was  leaving  Westminster  Hall  with  some 
of  his  Tory  colleagues  he  observed  that  a  heavy  rain 
was  pouring  down,  and  he  declared  with  a  vigorous 
oath  that  if  he  had  known  of  that  in  time  he  would 
have  treated  the  Government  to  a  few  more  divisions 
before  giving  them  a  chance  of  getting  to  their 
homes.  The  Bill,  however,  did  get  into  committee  at 
last,  and  then  the  work  of  obstruction  began  again  and 
was  carried  on  after  the  most  systematic  fashion.  In 
committee  the  opportunities  were  ample,  for  the  case 
of  each  constituency  which  it  was  proposed  to  dis- 
franchise, or  each  constituency  the  number  of  whose 
members  it  was  proposed  to  lessen,  had  to  be  dis- 
cussed separately,  and,  of  course,  gave  rise  to  an 
unlimited  number  of  speeches.  A  committee  was 
actually  formed  to  prepare,  organise,  and  apply  the 
methods  of  obstruction,  and  of  this  committee  no  less 
a  person  than  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  then  one  of  England's 
most  rising  statesmen,  afterwards  to  be  one  of  her 
greatest  statesmen,  was  the  president.  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  was  himself  one  of  the  most  frequent  speakers 
in  the  obstructive  debates,  and  among  his  rivals  were 
Sir  Charles  Wetherell  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  Croker,  a 
man  who  has  been  consigned  to  a  sort  of  immortality 
by  a  famous  essay  of  Macaulay's  and  by  Disraeli's 
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satirical  picture  of  him  as  Mr.  Bigby  in  '  Coningsby.' 
The  committee  of  Tory  members  which  has  been 
already  mentioned  arranged  carefully,  in  advance, 
the  obstruction  that  was  to  be  carried  on  in  the  case 
of  each  particular  constituency,  and  planned  out  in 
advance  how  each  discussion  was  to  be  conducted 
and  who  were  to  take  the  leading  parts  in  it. 

Meanwhile  popular  feeling  was  rising  more  and 
more  strongly  as  each  day  of  debate  dragged  on. 
Some  of  the  largest  constituencies  were  most  active 
and  energetic  in  their  appeals  to  the  Government  to 
hold  out  to  the  very  last  and  not  yield  an  inch  to 
the  obstructionists.  A  fear  began  to  spread  abroad 
that  Lord  Grey  and  his  colleagues  might  endeavour 
to  save  some  of  the  main  provisions  of  their  Bill  by 
surrendering  other  parts  of  it  to  the  Opposition. 
This  alarm  found  expression  in  the  cry  which  soon 
began  to  be  heard  all  over  the  country,  and  became 
in  fact  the  battle-call  of  Eeformers  everywhere — the 
Bill,  the  whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but  the  Bill.  Great 
public  meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  urging  the  Government  to  make  no  conces- 
sion to  the  political  enemy.  During  the  summer  a 
meeting  of  the  most  influential  supporters  of  the 
Government  was  held  in  the  Foreign  Office,  and  at 
that  meeting  Lord  Althorp,  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, announced  that  Lord  Grey  and  his  col- 
leagues were  perfectly  determined  not  to  give 
way,  and  he  declared  that  the  Government  were 
resolved  to  keep  the  House  of  Commons  sitting 
until  December,  or,  if  necessary,  until  the  following 


228  A  HISTORY    OF   WILLIAM  THE  FOURTH.   CH.  LXXIII. 

December,  in  order  to  pass  the  Bill  before  the  rising 
of  the  House  for  its  recess.  Naturally  this  firm 
declaration  had  some  effect  on  the  obstructionists, 
especially  on  the  rank  and  file  of  the  obstructionists. 
Nothing  discourages  and  disheartens  obstruction  so 
much,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a  resolute 
announcement  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  that  the 
House  is  to  be  kept  together  until  the  measure  under 
debate,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  disposed  of.  It  is 
a  hard  task,  at  any  time,  to  keep  the  House  of 
Commons  together  after  the  regular  season  for  its 
holiday  has  come  on ;  and  if  the  rank  and  file  of 
Opposition  can  once  be  brought  to  believe  that  a 
certain  measure  is  to  be  passed  no  matter  what 
number  of  weeks  or  months  it  may  occupy,  the  rank 
and  file  is  very  apt  to  make  up  its  mind  that  there  is 
no  use  in  throwing  good  months  after  bad,  and  that 
it  might  be  as  well  to  get  the  thing  done,  since  it  has  to 
be  done,  without  unlimited  sacrifice  of  personal  com- 
fort. Still,  the  leaders  of  the  Tory  Opposition  were 
not  deterred  by  Lord  Althorp's  proclamation  from 
maintaining  their  work  of  obstruction  for  some  time 
yet.  The  impatience  and  anger  of  the  country  rose 
higher  and  higher.  A  reforming  member  of  the 
House  was  in  an  unlucky  plight  indeed  if  he 
happened  to  be  caught  by  one  of  the  amendments 
proposed  from  the  benches  of  Opposition  and,  believ- 
ing that  it  had  something  reasonable  in  it,  allowed 
his  too  sensitive  conscience  to  persuade  him  into 
supporting  it  by  his  vote.  Into  such  a  plight  fell  a 
worthy  alderman  of  the  City  of  London — who  had 
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been  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  Eadical 
reformer.  This  well-meaning  person  had  permitted 
himself  to  become  satisfied  that  there  was  something 
to  be  said  for  one  of  the  Opposition  amendments,  and 
in  a  moment  of  rash  ingenuousness  he  voted  for  it. 
He  was  immediately  afterwards  formally  censured  by 
his  constituents  and  by  the  body  to  which  he  offi- 
cially belonged.  He  was  informed  by  solemn  reso- 
lutions that  he  had  been  sent  into  the  House  of 
Commons  to  help  the  Government  in  passing  the  Ee- 
form  Bill,  and  it  was  more  or  less  plainly  intimated 
to  him  that  he  had  no  more  right  to  the  exercise  of 
his  independent  opinion  on  any  of  the  details  of 
the  measure  than  a  private  soldier  on  a  battle-field 
would  have  to  exercise  his  individual  judgment  as 
to  the  propriety  of  obeying  or  disobeying  the  order 
of  his  commanding  officer.  The  poor  man  had  to 
make  the  most  fervid  assurances  that  he  had  meant 
no  harm  in  voting  for  the  Opposition  amendment, 
that  he  was  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  re- 
form, and  to  the  particular  measure  then  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  never  again  was  he  to 
be  induced  by  any  arguments  to  give  a  vote  against 
the  Government  on  any  section  or  sentence  or  line  of 
Lord  John  Eussell's  Bill.  Then,  and  not  until  then, 
he  was  taken  back  into  favour. 

The  Bill,  however,  did  get  through  committee  at 
last.  The  Government  contrived  by  determined  re- 
sistance and  untiring  patience  to  get  their  scheme 
of  reform  out  of  committee  in  substantially  the 
condition  they  wished  it  to  have.  Then  came 
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the  third  reading.  It  was  confidently  assumed 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  there  would  be  a 
long  debate  on  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  third  time.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  however, 
it  often  happens  that  the  assumption  of  a  forthcoming 
debate  as  a  certainty  is  itself  the  one  cause  which 
prevents  the  debates  from  being  long.  So  it  hap- 
pened on  this  important  occasion.  Every  Tory  took 
it  for  granted  that  his  brother  Tories  would  keep  the 
debate  going  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  in  this  fond 
faith  a  good  many  Tories  felt  themselves  in  no  hurry 
to  get  to  the  House,  and  were  willing  to  leave  the 
first  hour  or  two  at  the  disposal  of  their  colleagues. 
When  the  sitting  began,  and,  indeed,  when  the  mo- 
tion for  the  third  reading  came  on,  there  were  com- 
paratively few  Tories  in  the  House,  and  the  great 
leaders  of  Opposition  were  not  present.  There  was 
confusion  in  the  ranks  of  the  Tories,  and  the  crowded 
benches  of  the  Eeformers  thundered  with  clamorous 
shouts  of  c  Divide  !  Divide  ! '  Now,  it  takes  a  very 
heroic  orator  indeed  to  continue  declaiming  for  a 
long  time  when  a  great  majority  of  the  members 
present  are  bellowing  at  him  and  are  drowning,  by 
their  united  voices,  the  sounds  of  the  words  which 
he  is  trying  to  articulate.  The  members  of  Opposi- 
tion in  the  House  found  this  fact  brought  home  to 
them,  and  being  further  bewildered  by  the  fortuit- 
ous absence  of  their  leaders,  soon  gave  up  the 
struggle,  and  the  debate  collapsed,  and  the  third 
reading  was  carried  by  a  large  majority  before  Sir 
Eobert  Peel,  Sir  Charles  Wetherell  and  others  came 
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in  leisurely  fashion  into  the  House,  filled  with  the 
assumption  that  there  would  be  ample  opportunity 
for  them  to  carry  on  the  debate.  Even  yet,  however, 
all  was  not  over.  According  to  the  procedure  of 
the  House  it  was  not  enough  that  the  motion  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  should  be  carried.  It  was 
still  necessary  to  propose  the  motion  that  the  Bill  do 
now  pass.  The  moment  this  motion  was  proposed  the 
torrent  of  opposition,  frozen  up  for  a  too  short  interval, 
began  to  flow  again  in  full  volume.  The  nature  of  the 
formal  motion  gave  opportunity  for  renewed  attacks 
on  the  whole  purpose  of  the  Bill,  and  all  the  old, 
familiar,  outworn  arguments  were  repeated  by  orator 
after  orator  from  the  Tory  benches.  But  this,  too,  had 
to  come  to  an  end.  The  House  was  no  longer  in  com- 
mittee, and  each  member  could  only  speak  once  on 
this  final  motion.  Of  course,  there  could  be  motions 
for  adjournment,  and  on  each  such  motion,  put  as 
an  amendment,  there  would  be  opportunity  for  a 
fresh  debate  ;  but  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  were 
beginning  to  see  that  there  was  nothing  of  much 
account  to  be  done  any  longer  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  their  hopes  of  resisting  the  pro- 
gress of  reform  must  turn  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
So  the  Eeform  Bill  passed  at  last  through  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  then  all  over  the  country  was 
raised  the  cry,  '  What  will  the  Lords  do  with  it  ?  ' 

Soon  the  temper  of  the  more  advanced  Keformers 
throughout  the  country  began  to  change  its  tone,  and 
the  question  eagerly  put  was  not  so  often  what  will 
the  Lords  do  with  the  Bill  ?  but  what  shall  we  do 
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with  the  House  of  Lords  ?  At  every  great  popular 
meeting  held  throughout  the  constituencies  an 
outcry  was  raised  against  the  House  of  Lords  as  a 
part  of  the  constitutional  system,  and  no  speaker  was 
more  welcome  on  a  public  platform  than  the  orator 
who  called  for  the  abolition  of  the  hereditary  prin- 
ciple in  the  formation  of  legislators.  One  might 
have  thought  that  the  agitation  which  broke  out  all 
over  the  country,  and  the  manner  in  which  almost 
all  Eeformers  seemed  to  have  taken  it  for  granted 
that  the  hereditary  Chamber  must  be  the  enemy  of 
all  reform,  might  have  put  the  peers  on  their  guard 
and  taught  them  the  unwisdom  of  accepting  the  im- 
putation against  them,  and  thus  proving  that  they 
had  no  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  people.  But 
the  great  majority  of  the  Tory  peers  of  that  day  had 
not  yet  risen  to  the  idea  that  there  could  be  any 
wisdom  in  any  demand  made  by  men  who  had 
no  university  education,  who  had  not  what  was  then 
described  as  a  stake  in  the  country.  The  voice  of 
the  people  was  simply  regarded  as  the  voice  of  the 
rabble,  and  the  Tory  peers  had  no  notion  of  allowing 
themselves  to  be  guided  by  any  appeal  coming  from 
such  a  quarter. 

The  agitation  of  which  we  are  speaking  had 
been  going  on  during  the  long  reign  of  obstruc- 
tion in  the  Commons,  and  there  was  no  time 
lost  by  the  Government  between  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  in  the  representative  Chamber  and  its  introduc- 
tion in  the  House  of  Lords.  On  the  evening  of  the 
day  when  the  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Commons, 
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September  22,  1831,  it  was  formally  brought  into  the 
House  of  Lords  and  read  a  first  time.  It  has  already 
been  explained  that,  according  to  Parliamentary 
usage,  the  first  reading  of  any  Bill  is  taken  in  the 
House  of  Lords  as  a  matter  of  right  and  without  a 
division.  The  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  taken 
on  October  3.  Lord  Grey,  who  had  charge  of  the 
measure  in  that  House,  delivered  one  of  the  most 
impressive  and  commanding  speeches  which  had 
ever  come  from  his  eloquent  lips,  not  merely  in 
recommendation  of  the  measure  itself,  but  in  solemn 
warning  to  the  peers  in  general,  and  to  the  bishops 
and  archbishops  in  particular,  to  pause  and  consider 
carefully  all  the  possible  consequences  before  com- 
mitting themselves  to  the  rejection  of  a  demand 
which  was  made  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  English 
people. 

Lord  Grey  was  a  noble  illustration  of  what  may 
be  described  as  the  stately  order  of  Parliamentary 
eloquence.  He  had  not  the  fire  and  the  passion  of 
Fox ;  he  had  not  the  thrilling  genius  of  Pitt ;  and,  of 
course,  his  style  of  speech  had  none  of  the  passionate 
and  sometimes  the  extravagant  declamation  of  which 
Brougham  was  a  leading  master.  He  had  a  dignified 
presence,  a  calm,  clear,  and  penetrating  voice,  a 
style  that  was  always  exquisitely  finished  and  nobly 
adapted  to  its  purpose.  It  would  not  be  too  much 
to  say  for  Earl  Grey  that  he  might  have  been  the 
ideal  orator  for  an  ideal  House  of  Lords,  if  we  assume 
the  ideal  House  of  Lords  to  be  an  assembly  in  which 
appeal  was  always  made  to  high  principle,  to  reason, 
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and  to  justice,  not  to  passion,  to  prejudice,  or  to  party. 
Lord  Grey,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  contemporary 
accounts,  never  spoke  better  than  in  the  debate  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Eeform  Bill,  and  it  was 
evident  that  he  spoke  with  all  the  sincere  emotion  of 
one  whose  mind  and  heart  alike  were  filled  with  the 
cause  for  which  he  pleaded.  But  the  House  of 
Lords  just  then  was  not  in  a  mood  to  be  swayed 
greatly  by  argument  or  by  eloquence.  Lord  Wharn- 
cliffe  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months.  This,  at 
least,  was  the  shape  that  the  motion  took  after  some 
discussion,  because  Lord  Wharncliffe,  in  the  first 
instance,  had  concluded  his  speech  against  the 
second  reading  by  the  blunt  motion  that  the  Bill 
be  rejected;  and  it  was  only  when  it  had  been 
pressed  upon  his  attention  that  such  a  method  of 
disposing  of  the  measure  would  be  a  downright 
insult  to  the  Commons  that  he  consented  to  modify 
his  proposal  into  the  formal  and  familiar  amendment 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months.  The  effect  would  be  just  the  same  in  either 
case,  for  no  Ministry  would  think  of  retaining  office 
if  the  discussion  of  its  most  important  measure  were 
postponed  in  the  House  of  Lords  for  a  period  of  six 
months.  During  the  debate  which  followed  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  spoke  strongly  against  the  Bill. 
On  the  morning  of  October  8  the  division  was  taken. 
There  were  199  votes  for  the  amendment  and  158 
against  it,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  The  second  reading  was  therefore  re- 
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jected  by  a  majority  of  41.  The  whole  work  of 
legislation  during  all  the  previous  part  of  the  year 
had  thus  been  reduced  to  nothing,  and  the  House  of 
Lords  had  shown  what  it  would  do  with  the  Bill  by 
contemptuously  rejecting  it,  and  thus  bidding  defiance 
to  the  demand  unquestionably  made  by  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland. 

Parliament  was  at  once  prorogued,  and  the 
members  who  were  in  favour  of  reform  hurried  off  to 
address  great  meetings  of  their  constituents,  and  to 
denounce  the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Popular 
enthusiasm  was  aroused  more  than  ever  in  favour  of 
the  Eeform  Bill,  and  popular  passion  was  stirred  in 
many  places  to  positive  fury  against  the  principal 
opponents  of  the  Bill.  In  London  several  public 
men  who  were  conspicuous  for  their  opposition  to 
the  Bill  were  surrounded  in  their  carriages  as  they 
drove  through  the  streets  by  suddenly  collected 
crowds,  who  hooted  and  hissed  them,  and  would 
have  gone  much  farther  than  hooting  and  hissing  in 
their  way  of  expressing  condemnation  but  for  the 
energetic  intervention  of  the  newly-created  police 
force.  In  some  of  the  provincial  towns,  and  here 
and  there  throughout  the  country,  the  most  serious 
riots  broke  out.  In  Derby  there  were  disturbances 
which  lasted  for  several  days,  and  consisted  of  attacks 
on  unpopular  persons  and  of  fierce  fights  with  the 
police.  Nottingham  was  the  centre  of  rioting  even 
more  serious.  Nottingham  Castle,  the  seat  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  was  attacked  by  a  furious  mob 
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and  actually  burned  to  the  ground.  In  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  was  the  estate  of  Mr.  Musters, 
which  was  invaded  by  an  excited  mob.  The  dwelling- 
house  was  set  on  fire,  and,  although  the  conflagration 
was  not  allowed  to  spread  far,  yet  it  ended  in  a 
tragedy  which  must  always  have  a  peculiar  interest 
for  the  lovers  of  poetry  and  romance.  The  wife  of 
Mr.  Musters  was  the  Mary  Chaworth  made  famous 
by  Lord  Byron  in  his  poem  of  the  '  Dream,'  and  other 
poems  as  well — the  Mary  Chaworth  who  was  his  first 
love,  and  whom,  at  one  time,  he  believed  destined  to 
be  his  last  love  also.  Mary  Chaworth  does  not  seem 
to  have  taken  the  poet's  adoration  very  seriously 
— at  all  events,  she  married  Mr.  Musters,  a  country 
gentleman  of  good  position.  Mrs.  Musters  was  in 
her  house  on  the  night  when  it  was  attacked  by  the 
mob,  and  when  the  fire  broke  out  she  fled  into  the 
open  park  and  sought  shelter  there  among  the  trees. 
The  mob  was  dispersed  and  Mrs.  Musters,  after  a 
while,  was  able  to  return  to  her  home ;  but  she  was 
in  somewhat  delicate  health,  the  exposure  to  the  cold 
night  air  of  winter  proved  too  much  for  her,  and  she 
became  one  of  the  most  innocent  victims  to  the 
popular  passion  aroused  by  the  opposition  to  the 
Eeform  Bill. 

Bristol  was  the  scene  of  the  most  formidable  riots 
during  all  that  period  of  disturbance.  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell,  who  had  made  himself  conspicuous  as  an 
opponent  of  reform,  was  the  Eecorder  as  well  as  the 
representative  of  Bristol,  and  his  return  to  the  city 
after  the  Lords  had  thrown  out  the  Bill  became  the 
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signal  for  an  outbreak  of  popular  fury.  Houses  were 
wrecked  in  various  parts  of  the  city ;  street  fights 
took  place  between  the  mob  and  the  military,  day 
after  day ;  the  Mansion  House,  where  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell  was  supposed  to  have  taken  refuge,  was 
besieged,  attacked,  and  almost  demolished,  and  Sir 
Charles  Wetherell  himself  was  rescued,  more  than 
once,  with  the  utmost  difficulty  from  hostile  crowds 
who  seemed  thirsting  for  his  blood.  All  these  riots 
were  atoned  for  dearly  soon  after  by  some  who  had 
taken  part  in  them.  The  stroke  of  the  law  was  heavy 
and  sharp  in  those  days,  and  many  of  the  rioters  in 
Derby,  Nottingham,  and  Bristol  and  other  places  ex- 
piated on  the  scaffold  their  offences  against  peace  and 
order.  Some  of  the  cathedral  cities  became  scenes 
of  especial  disturbance  because  of  the  part  so  many 
of  the  prelates  who  were  members  of  the  House  of 
Lords  had  taken  against  the  Eeform  Bill.  The 
direct  appeal  which  Earl  Grey  had  made  to  the  arch- 
bishops and  bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  think 
long  and  well  before  opposing  the  Eeform  Bill  was 
delivered  with  the  highest  and  sincerest  motive,  with 
the  desire  that  the  Church  should  keep  itself  in  har- 
mony with  the  people  ;  but  the  mere  fact  that  the 
appeal  was  made,  and  made  in  vain,  seems  to  have 
aroused  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  especially 
in  the  cathedral  cities,  a  stronger  conviction  than 
ever  that  the  prelates  were,  for  the  most  part,  the 
enemies  of  popular  rights.  Then,  again,  there  was  a 
more  or  less  general  impression  that  the  King  him- 
self, in  his  heart,  was  not  in  favour  of  reform  and 
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would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  it  if  he  could.  Daniel 
O'Connell,  addressing  a  great  popular  meeting  at 
Charing  Cross  in  London,  pointed  with  his  out- 
stretched right  arm  toward  Whitehall,  and  awakened 
a  tremendous  outburst  of  applause  from  the  vast 
crowd  by  telling  them  that  it  was  there  Charles  I. 
had  lost  his  head  because  he  had  submitted  to  the 
dictation  of  his  foreign  wife.  There  was  a  popular 
belief  at  the  time  that  Queen  Adelaide,  the  wife  of 
King  William,  cherished  a  strong  hatred  against 
reform  such  as  Lord  Grey  and  his  colleagues  were 
pressing  on,  and  that  she  was  secretly  influencing  the 
mind  of  her  husband  her  own  way,  and  so  it  was 
that  O'Connell's  allusion  got  home  to  the  feelings  and 
the  passions  of  the  multitude  who  listened  to  his 
words.  Never,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  had  Eng- 
land gone  through  such  a  period  of  internal  storm. 
All  over  the  Continent  observers  were  beginning  to 
ask  themselves  whether  the  monarchy  in  England 
was  not  on  the  verge  of  such  a  crisis  as  had  just 
overtaken  the  monarchy  in  France. 

Lord  Grey  and  his  ministers  still,  however,  held 
firmly  to  their  purpose,  and  the  King,  much  as  he  may 
have  disliked  the  whole  reform  business,  and  gladly 
as  he  would  have  got  rid  of  it,  if  it  were  to  be  got  rid 
of  by  any  possible  means,  had  still  wit  enough  to  see 
that  if  he  were  to  give  his  support  to  the  House  of 
Lords  something  even  more  than  the  House  of  Lords 
might  be  in  danger.  Parliament  was  therefore 
called  together  again  in  December,  and  the  Eoyal 
Speech  from  the  Throne  commended  to  both  Houses 
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the  urgent  necessity  of  passing  into  law  as  quickly  as 
possible  the  ministerial  measure  of  reform.  Lord 
John  Eussell  brought  in  his  third  Eeform  Bill  for 
England  and  Wales,  a  Bill  that  was,  in  purpose  and 
in  substance,  much  the  same  as  the  two  measures 
that  had  preceded  it,  and  this  third  Eeform  Bill 
passed  by  slow  degrees  through  its  several  stages  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Then  again  came  up  the 
portentous  question, c  What  will  the  Lords  do  with 
it  ?  '  There  could  not  be  the  least  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  anybody  as  to  what  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Lords  would  be  glad  to  do  with  the  Bill  if  they  only 
felt  sure  that  they  could  work  their  will  upon  it  with- 
out danger  to  their  own  order.  There,  however,  the 
serious  difficulty  arose.  The  more  reasonable  among 
the  peers  did  not  attempt  to  disguise  from  themselves 
that  another  rejection  of  the  Bill  might  lead  to  the 
most  serious  disturbances,  and  even  possibly  to  civil 
war,  and  they  were  not  prepared  to  indulge  their 
hostility  to  reform  at  so  reckless  an  expense.  The 
greater  number  of  the  Tory  peers,  however,  acted  on 
the  assumption,  familiar  at  all  times  among  certain 
parties  of  politicians,  that  the  more  loudly  people 
demanded  a  reform  the  more  resolutely  the  reform 
ought  to  be  withheld  from  them,  and  that,  if  the 
people  attempted  to  rise  up,  the  only  proper  policy 
was  to  put  the  people  down  by  force.  The  opinions 
and  sentiments  of  the  less  headlong  among  the  Con- 
servative peers  had  led  to  the  formation  of  a  party, 
more  or  less  loosely  put  together,  who  were  called  at 
that  time  the  '  Waverers,'  just  as  a  political  com- 
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bination  of  an  earlier  day  obtained  the  title  of  the 
4  Trimmers.'  The  Waver ers  were  made  up  of  the 
men  who  held  that  their  best  and  most  patriotic 
policy  was  to  regard  each  portion  of  the  Bill  brought 
before  them  on  its  own  merits,  and  not  to  resist  out 
of  hand  any  proposition  which  seemed  harmless  in 
itself  simply  because  it  formed  part  of  the  whole 
odious  policy  of  reform.  King  William  is  believed, 
at  one  time,  to  have  set  hopes  on  the  efforts  of  the 
Waverers,  and  to  have  cherished  a  gladsome  belief 
that  they  might  get  him  out  of  his  difficulties  about 
the  Eeform  Bill ;  as  indeed  it  will  be  seen  they  did 
in  the  end,  though  not  quite  in  the  way  which  he 
would  have  desired. 

Lord  Grey  introduced  the  third  Eeform  Bill  on 
March  27,  1832.  The  first  reading  passed,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  when  the  division  on  the 
motion  for  the  second  reading  came  on  on  April  14, 
there  was  only  a  majority  of  9  votes  for  the  Bill :  184 
peers  voted  for  it  and  175  against  it.  Of  course 
Lord  Grey  and  his  colleagues  saw,  at  once,  that 
unless  the  conditions  were  to  be  completely  altered 
there  would  be  no  chance  whatever  in  the  House  of 
Lords  for  a  measure  of  reform  which  had  passed  its 
second  reading  by  a  majority  of  only  9.  The 
moment  the  Bill  got  into  committee  there  would  be 
endless  opportunities  afforded  for  its  mutilation, 
and  if  it  were  to  get  through  the  House  at  all,  it 
would  be  only  in  such  a  form  as  to  render  it  wholly 
useless  for  the  objects  which  its  promoters  desired 
it  to  accomplish.  This  dismal  conviction  was  very 
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speedily  verified.  When  the  Bill  got  into  committee, 
Lord  Lyndhurst  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  question  of  enfranchisement  should  precede 
that  of  disfranchisement.  Now  this  proposal  was 
not  in  itself  one  necessarily  hostile  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  It  is  quite  easy  to  understand  that  a 
sincere  friend  to  reform  might  have,  under  certain 
conditions,  adopted  the  views  that  Lord  Lyndhurst 
professed  to  advocate.  But  the  Ministry  knew  very 
well  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  proposal  would 
mean  simply  that  the  whole  conduct  of  the  measure 
was  to  be  taken  out  of  their  hands  and  put  into 
unfriendly  hands — in  other  words,  that  it  would  be 
utterly  futile  to  go  any  farther  with  the  measure 
if  the  hostile  majority  were  thus  allowed  to  deal 
with  it  according  to  their  own  designs  and  their 
own  class  interest. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  was  a  man  of  great  ability, 
eloquence,  and  astuteness.  He  was  one  of  the 
comparatively  few  men  in  our  modern  history  who 
have  made  a  mark  in  the  Law  Courts  and  in  Parlia- 
ment. As  a  Parliamentary  orator  he  was  the  rival 
of  Brougham,  and  the  rivalry  was  all  the  more 
exciting  to  the  observers  because  it  was  a  rivalry 
of  styles  as  well  as  of  capacities.  Lyndhurst  was 
always  polished,  smooth,  refined,  endowed  with  a 
gift  of  argumentative  eloquence,  which  appealed 
to  the  intellect  rather  than  to  the  feelings,  was 
seldom  impassioned,  and  even  when  impassioned 
kept  his  passion  well  within  conventional  bounds. 
Brougham  was  thrilling,  impetuous,  overwhelming, 
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often  extravagant,  scorning  conventionality  of  phrase 
or  manner,  revelling  in  his  own  exuberant  strength  and 
plunging  at  opponents  as  a  bull  might  do  in  a  Spanish 
arena.  Lyndhurst's  amendment  was  one  especially 
suited  to  bring  to  his  side  the  majority  of  the 
Waver ers.  It  was  plausible  enough  in  itself,  and 
gave  to  many  a  Waverer,  who  must  have  had  in  his 
own  mind  a  very  clear  perception  of  its  real  object, 
some  excuse  for  persuading  himself  that,  in  voting 
for  it,  he  was  not  voting  against  the  principle  of 
reform.  When  the  division  came  to  be  taken  on 
May  7,  151  peers  voted  for  the  amendment  and  116 
against  it,  thus  showing  a  majority  of  35  against  the 
Government,  by  whom  of  course  the  amendment  had 
been  unreservedly  opposed. 

The  country  saw  that  a  new  crisis  had  come, 
and  a  crisis  more  serious  than  any  which  had  gone 
before.  There  was  only  one  constitutional  course  by 
which  the  difficulty  could  be  got  over,  and  that  was 
by  the  King  giving  his  consent  to  the  creation  of  a 
number  of  new  peers  large  enough  to  carry  the 
Eeform  Bill  through  all  its  subsequent  stages  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Other  outlet  of  safety  through 
peaceful  means  there  was  none.  Lord  Grey's 
Ministry  could  not  possibly  remain  in  office  and  see 
the  measure,  on  which  they  believed  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  to  depend,  left  at  the 
mercy  of  an  irresponsible  majority  of  Tory  peers. 
The  King  was  most  unwilling  to  help  his  ministers 
out  of  the  trouble,  especially  by  such  a  process  as  they 
had  suggested,  and  in  his  heart  would  have  been  very 
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glad  to  be  rid  of  them  and  the  Eeform  Bill  at  the 
same  time.  Charles  Greville  in  his  Memoirs  makes 
several  allusions  to  the  King's  well-known  dislike 
for  the  Whig  ministers  and  his  anxiety  to  get  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  back  again.  Lord  Grey  and 
his  colleagues,  finding  it  hard  to  get  the  King  to 
recognise  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  to  adopt 
the  advice  they  had  offered  to  him,  felt  that  there 
was  nothing  left  for  them  but  to  resign  office.  And 
the  King  was  delighted  to  have  a  chance  of  recalling 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  the  position  of  Prime 
Minister.  Under  the  date  of  May  17,  1832,  Greville 
has  some  notes  which  well  deserve  quotation  :  '  The 
joy  of  the  King  at  what  he  thought  to  be  his  de- 
liverance from  the  Whigs  was  unbounded.  He  lost 
no  time  in  putting  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in 
possession  of  everything  which  had  taken  place 
between  him  and  them  upon  the  subject  of  reform 
and  with  regard  to  the  creation  of  peers,  admitting 
that  he  had  consented,  but  saying  he  had  been 
subjected  to  every  species  of  persecution.  His 
ignorance  and  levity  put  him  in  a  miserable  light 
and  proved  him  to  be  one  of  the  silliest  old  gentlemen 
in  his  dominions.'  Greville  goes  on  to  say  :  '  But  I 
believe  he  is  mad,  for  yesterday  he  gave  a  dinner  to 
the  Jockey  Club,  at  which,  notwithstanding  his  cares, 
he  seemed  to  be  in  excellent  spirits,  and  after  dinner 
he  made  a  number  of  speeches  so  ridiculous  and 
nonsensical  beyond  all  belief  but  to  those  who  heard 
them,  rambling  from  one  subject  to  another,  repeat- 
ing the  same  thing  over  and  over  again,  and 
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altogether  such  a  mass  of  confusion,  trash,  and 
imbecility,  as  made  one  laugh  and  blush  at  the  same 
time.' 

The  poor  muddled-headed  old  King  in  fact  could 
not  understand  that  the  question  submitted  to  him 
allowed  of  no  middle  course  of  compromise.  He 
seemed  to  think  he  had  gone  far  enough  in  the  way 
of  conciliation  when  he  offered  to  allow  his  ministers 
to  create  a  certain  number  of  peers.  No  concession, 
however,  could  be  of  the  slightest  use  to  the  Ministry 
unless  the  power  were  conceded  to  them  to  create 
as  many  new  peers  as  might  be  necessary  to  over- 
bear all  opposition  to  the  Eeform  Bill.  The  struggle 
was  in  fact  between  the  existing  House  of  Lords  and 
the  vast  majority  of  the  nation.  One  or  other  must 
conquer.  The  only  constitutional  way  in  which  the 
existing  opposition  of  the  House  of  Lords  could  be 
overborne  was  by  the  creation  of  a  number  of  new 
peers  great  enough  to  turn  the  majority  of  the  House 
of  Lords  into  a  minority. 

Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Althorp  were  not,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say,  men  who  shared  in  the 
popular  sentiment,  which  would,  if  it  could,  have 
abolished  altogether  the  hereditary  principle  in  legis- 
lation. But  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Althorp  read  the 
signs  of  the  times,  and  saw  clearly  enough  that  if 
the  House  of  Lords  were  allowed  to  stand  much 
longer  in  the  way  of  the  Eeform  Bill  the  result  would 
be  probably  a  political  revolution  which  would 
abolish  the  House  of  Lords  altogether.  Therefore 
the  ministers  could  make  no  terms  with  the  King 
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short  of  those  which  they  had  offered,  and  as  the 
King  did  not  see  his  way  to  accept  their  conditions 
there  was  nothing  left  for  them  but  to  resign  office. 
Accordingly  Lord  Grey  tendered  his  resignation  and 
that  of  his  colleagues,  and  the  King,  after  much  inde- 
cision and  mental  flurry,  thought  he  could  do  no- 
thing better  than  to  accept  the  resignation,  and  try  to 
find  a  set  of  ministers  more  suitable  to  his  inclina- 
tions. He  sent  for  Lord  Lyndhurst  and  entered  into 
conversation  with  that  astute  lawyer  and  politician, 
and  Lord  Lyndhurst  advised  him  to  send  for  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  The  Duke  was  sent  for,  but 
the  Duke  had  not  much  to  say  which  could  lend  any 
help  to  the  King  in  his  difficulties.  Wellington  saw 
distinctly  enough  that  there  was  no  alternative  but 
that  which  lay  in  the  choice  between  reform  and 
some  sort  of  popular  revolution.  We  have  seen 
already  in  these  volumes  how  Wellington  preferred 
to  accept  Catholic  Emancipation  rather  than  take  the 
risk  of  plunging  the  country  into  civil  war.  In  the 
case  of  the  Eeform  Bill  he  would  have  acted,  no 
doubt,  upon  the  same  principle  if  driven  to  the 
choice,  but  after  the  repeated  and  energetic  denun- 
ciations of  reform  which  he  had  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Lords  he  did  not  think  that  it  would  be  a 
fitting  part  for  him,  even  for  the  sake  of  helping  the 
sovereign  out  of  his  constitutional  trouble,  to  be  the 
Prime  Minister  by  whom  any  manner  of  Eeform  Bill 
should  be  introduced.  Wellington  therefore  strongly 
urged  the  King  to  send  for  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  and 
declared  that  he  himself  would  lend  all  the  support 
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he  possibly  could  to  a  Peel  Administration.  Peel 
was  sent  for  accordingly,  but  Peel  was  too  far-seeing 
a  statesman  to  believe  that  he  could  possibly  hold 
office  for  many  weeks  unless  he  yielded  to  the  full 
demands  of  the  country,  and  his  political  principles 
would  not  have  allowed  him  to  go  so  far  as  that. 
He  did  his  best  to  make  it  clear  to  the  King  that  no 
administration  but  a  reform  administration  could 
stand,  and  that,  if  a  reform  administration  had  to  be 
accepted,  there  was  nothing  better  to  be  done  than 
to  invite  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  John  Eussell  back 
again  to  office. 

Meanwhile  the  country  was  aroused  to  a  fervour 
of  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  reform,  which  seemed 
only  to  increase  with  every  delay  and  to  grow 
stronger  with  every  opposition.  Public  meetings 
were  held  in  Birmingham  of  larger  size  than  had  ever 
been  gathered  together  in  England  before,  and  reso- 
lutions were  passed  by  acclamation  which  were  almost 
revolutionary  in  their  character.  In  many  cities 
and  towns  appeals  were  made  for  a  run  on  the 
bank,  a  run  for  gold,  and  there  were  alarming 
signs  that  the  advice  was  likely  to  be  followed 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  bring  about  utter  confusion 
in  the  money  market.  In  the  City  of  London  an 
immense  meeting  was  held,  at  which  resolutions 
were  passed  calling  on  the  House  of  Commons  to 
stop  the  supplies  unless  the  King  accepted  the 
councils  of  the  Whig  statesmen  and  gave  them 
authority  for  the  election  of  new  peers.  The  over- 
whelming strength  of  the  demand  for  reform  may 
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be  easily  estimated  when  it  is  remembered  that 
the  majority  in  the  great  cities  and  towns  and  also 
in  the  counties  were  for  once  of  the  same  opinion. 
In  more  than  one  great  political  controversy  of 
modern  times,  as  in  the  free  trade  agitation  for 
example,  it  has  happened  that  the  town  population 
were  of  one  opinion  and  the  county  population  of 
another.  But  at  the  time  which  we  are  now 
describing  the  great  cities  and  towns  were  all 
nearly  unrepresented,  and  in  their  demand  for 
representation  they  were  of  one  mind  and  one  spirit 
with  the  county  populations,  which  called  out  for  a 
real  and  not  a  sham  representation.  There  will  pro- 
bably always  be  a  question  of  curious  speculation 
and  deep  interest  to  the  students  of  history  as  to 
the  possibility  of  a  great  revolution  in  England  if 
the  King  had  made  up  his  mind  to  hold  out 
against  the  advice  of  the  Whig  statesmen  and  to  try 
the  last  chance.  It  is  certain  that  the  leading 
Whig  nobles  were  considering  with  profound 
earnestness  what  course  it  might  be  necessary  for 
them  to  take  if  the  King  were  absolutely  to  refuse 
all  concession  and  to  stand  by  what  he  believed  to 
be  his  sovereign  right  to  set  up  his  own  authority 
as  supreme.  If  the  choice  should  be  forced  on 
them,  would  these  Whig  nobles  stand  by  the  obstinate 
King  or  throw  in  their  lot  with  the  people  ?  This 
grave  question  must  have  been  considered  again  and 
again  in  all  its  bearings  by  the  Whig  leaders  during 
that  time  of  terrible  national  crisis. 

It  would  seem  to  be  beyond  all  question  that 
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some,  at  least,  of  the  Whig  nobles  were  contemplating 
the  possibility  of  their  having  to  choose  between  the 
King  and  the  people,  and  that  their  minds  were  made 
up,  should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  to  side  with 
the  people.     Many  years  afterwards,  during  the  State 
trials  at  Clonmel  which  followed  the  Young  Ireland 
rebellion  of  1848,  evidence  was  brought  forward  by 
the  counsel  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  and 
his  fellow-prisoners  to  prove  that  the  Whig  nobles 
during  the  reform  crisis  in  England  had  been  in  com- 
munication with  Sir  Charles  Napier,  the  great  soldier, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  the  army  would 
act  if  there  should  come  to  be  a  struggle  between 
the  sovereign  claiming  despotic  rights  and  the  people 
standing  up  for  constitutional  government.     All  this, 
however,  is  now  merely  a    question   of  interesting 
historical  speculation.     The  King  had  tried  Welling- 
ton, had  tried  Peel,  had  sent  for  Wellington  a  second 
time,  and  found  that  Wellington,  though  he  dared  do 
all  that  might  become  a  man,  saw  nothing  to  be 
gained   for   sovereign   or   State   by   an   attempt   to 
accomplish  the  impossible,  and  William  at  last  gave 
way.     It  was  about  time  that  he  did  so.     William 
was  becoming  utterly  unpopular  with  the  great  mass 
of  his  subjects.     He  who  had  been  endowed  with  the 
title  of  the  Patriot  King  was  now  to  be  an  object  of 
hatred  and  contempt  to  the  crowds  in  the  streets 
With  whom  from  day  to  day  he  could  not  avoid  being 
brought  into  contact.     When  his  carriage  appeared 
in  one   of  the   great  London   thoroughfares  it   was 
followed  again  and  again  by  jeering  and  furious  mobs, 
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who  hissed  and  groaned  at  him,  and  it  was  always 
necessary  for  his  protection  that  a  strong  escort  of 
cavalry  should  interpose  between  him  and  his 
subjects.  Even  in  the  London  newspapers  of  the 
day,  those  at  least  that  were  in  favour  of  reform,  and 
which  constituted  the  large  majority,  language  was 
sometimes  used  about  the  King  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  use  in  our  days  about  some  unpopular 
Lord  Mayor  or  member  for  the  City. 

All  this  told  heavily  upon  poor  King  William, 
who  was  a  good-natured  sort  of  man  in  his  own  way 
if  his  ministers  and  others  would  only  let  him 
alone,  and  who  rather  fancied  himself  in  the  light  of  a 
popular  sovereign.  He  therefore  made  up  his  mind 
at  last  to  accept  the  advice  of  his  Whig  ministers  and 
grant  them  the  power  of  creating  as  many  new  peers 
as  they  thought  fit,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  their  im- 
portunate Eeform  Bill.  The  consent  was  given  at  an 
interview  which  the  King  had  with  Lord  Grey  and  Lord 
Brougham,  Lord  Brougham  as  keeper  of  the  royal 
conscience  taking  the  principal  conduct  of  the  nego- 
tiations on  behalf  of  the  Government.  The  King,  as 
usual  on  such  occasions,  was  flurried,  awkward,  and 
hot-tempered,  and  when  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  yield  to  the  advice  of  his  ministers  he  could 
not  so  far  master  his  temper  as  to  make  his  decision 
seem  a  graceful  concession.  Even  when  he  announced 
that  the  concession  was  to  be  made  the  trouble  was 
not  yet  quite  over.  Lord  Brougham  thought  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  King  for  his  consent  in  writing 
to  the  creation  of  the  new  peers,  and  hereupon  the 
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wrath  of  the  sovereign  blazed  out  afresh.  The  King 
seemed  to  think  that  such  a  demand  showed  a  want 
of  confidence  in  him  which  amounted  to  something 
like  an  insult,  and  he  fretted  and  stormed  for  a  while 
as  though  he  had  been  like  Petruchio  '  aboard 
carousing  to  his  mates.'  After  a  while,  however,  he 
came  into  a  better  humour,  and  perhaps  saw  the 
reasonableness  of  the  plea  that  Lord  Grey  and  Lord 
Brougham  could  not  undertake  the  task  now  con- 
fided to  them  without  the  written  warrant  of  the 
King's  authority.  William  therefore  turned  away  and 
scratched  off  at  once  a  brief  declaration  conferring 
on  his  ministers  the  power  to  create  the  necessary 
number  of  peers,  qualifying  it  merely  with  the  con- 
dition that  the  sons  of  living  peers  were  to  be  called 
upon  in  the  first  instance.  The  meaning  of  this  con- 
dition was  obvious,  and  its  object  was  not  unreason- 
able from  the  King's  point  of  view,  or,  indeed,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  any  statesman  who  was  anxious 
that  the  House  of  Lords  should  be  kept  as  long  as 
possible  in  its  existing  form.  Nobody  certainly 
wanted  to  increase  the  number  of  peers  to  any  great 
extent,  and  if  only  the  eldest  sons  of  the  living  peers 
were  to  be  called  to  the  House  of  Lords  each  would 
succeed  in  process  of  time  to  his  father's  title  and  the 
roll  of  the  peerage  would  become  once  again  as  it 
had  been  before. 

The  political  crisis  was  over  now.  When  once 
the  royal  authority  had  been  given  for  the  un- 
limited creation  of  new  peers  there  was  an  end  of  all 
the  trouble.  Of  course,  there  was  no  necessity  to 
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manufacture  any  new  batches  of  peers.  As  the 
Eeform  Bill  was  to  be  carried  one  way  or  the  other, 
whether  with  the  aid  of  new  peers  or  without  it,  the 
Tory  members  of  the  House  of  Lords  could  not  see 
any  possible  advantage  in  taking  steps  which  must 
only  end  in  filling  their  crimson  benches  with  new 
men  who  might  outvote  them  on  all  future  occasions. 
The  Eeform  Bill  passed  through  all  its  stages  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  not  without  some  angry  and  vehement 
discussions,  during  which  personal  recriminations 
were  made  that  would  have  been  considered  dis- 
orderly at  the  meeting  of  a  parish  vestry.  One 
noble  lord  denounced  the  conduct  of  Lord  Grey 
as  atrocious,  and  even  the  stately  Lord  Grey  was 
roused  to  so  much  anger  by  this  expression  that 
he  forgot  his  habitual  self-control  and  dignity  and 
replied  that  he  flung  back  the  noble  lord's  atrocious 
words  with  the  utmost  scorn  and  contempt. 

The  Bill  passed  its  third  reading  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  June  4,  1832,  and  received  the  royal  assent 
on  June  7.  The  royal  assent,  however,  was  some- 
what ungraciously  given.  King  William  declined  to 
give  his  assent  in  person,  a  performance  which,  at 
the  time,  seemed  to  be  expected  from  him,  and  it 
was  signified  only  by  the  medium  of  a  formal  com- 
mittee. The  Bill,  however,  was  passed,  the  third 
Eeform  Bill  that  had  been  introduced  since  Lord 
Grey  had  come  into  office.  The  Eeform  Bills  for  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  which  had  gone  through  their 
stages  in  the  House  of  Commons  immediately  after 
the  Bills  relating  to  England  and  Wales  were  then 
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carried    through   the  House    of  Lords.     The   great 
triumph  was  accomplished. 

It  is  not  without  historical  interest  to  notice  the 
fact  that  a  long  discussion  sprang  up  at  this  time 
and  was  revived,  again  and  again,  during  many 
successive  years,  with  regard  to  certain  words  used 
by  Lord  John  Eussell  in  expressing  his  satisfaction  at 
the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill.  He  was  endeavouring 
to  calm  the  apprehensions  of  timid  people  through- 
out the  country  who  feared  that  the  whole  time  of 
Parliament  would  thenceforward  be  taken  up  with 
the  passing  of  new  and  new^er  Eeform  Bills,  and  he 
declared  that  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
member  had  no  intention  but  that  the  Eeform  Act 
should  be  a  final  measure.  It  might  have  seemed 
clear  to  any  reasonable  mind  that  Lord  John  had  no 
idea  of  proclaiming  his  faith  in  the  absolute  finality 
of  any  measure  passed,  or  to  be  passed,  by  human 
statesmanship,  but  was  merely  expressing  the  confident 
belief  of  his  colleagues  and  himself  that  the  Bill  they 
had  passed  would  satisfy  the  needs  and  the  demands 
of  the  existing  generation.  At  the  time,  however,  a 
storm  of  remonstrance  from  the  more  advanced 
Liberals  broke  around  Lord  John  Eussell's  head,  and 
he  was  charged  with  having  declared  that  the  Eeform 
Act  was  meant  to  be  a  measure  for  all  times,  and  that 
he  and  his  colleagues  would  never  more  set  their 
hands  to  any  measure  intended  to  broaden  or  deepen 
its  influence.  There  were  indeed  popular  caricatures 
of  Lord  John  to  be  seen  in  which  he  was  exhibited 
with  the  title  of  '  Finality  Jack.'  Lord  John's 
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public  career  proved  many  times,  in  later  days,  how 
completely  his  meaning  had  been  misunderstood  by 
some  of  those  whose  cause  he  had  been  espousing, 
for  all  through  his  honoured  life  he  continued  to  be  a 
leader  of  reform.  But  the  common  misunderstanding 
of  the  phrase  was  in  itself  significant,  for  it  seemed  to 
foretell  the  fact  that  the  Bill,  with  all  the  great 
changes  it  had  introduced  and  the  new  foundations 
it  had  laid  for  the  future  system  of  constitutional 
government,  was  in  itself  indeed  far  from  being  a 
final  measure.  The  authors  of  the  Eeform  Bill  had 
left  what  might  now  be  called  '  the  masses  '  almost 
altogether  out  of  their  calculations.  The  rate  at 
which  the  franchise  was  fixed  for  town  and  country 
rendered  it  practically  impossible  that  the  artisan  in 
the  town  or  the  labourer  in  the  country  could  have 
any  chance  whatever  of  obtaining  a  vote. 

This  was  the  one  great  defect  of  the  Eeform  Bill 
introduced  by  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  John  Eussell. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  have  been  prudent  for  these 
statesmen,  at  that  time,  to  enter  on  the  introduction 
of  a  more  comprehensive  measure.  Perhaps  Lord 
Grey  and  Lord  John  Eussell  would  have  preferred  of 
their  own  judgment  not  to  introduce  too  comprehen- 
sive a  reform  measure  all  at  once,  and  to  allow  the 
franchise  to  broaden  slowly  down.  But  it  is  certain 
that  almost  immediately  after  the  passing  of  the 
Eeform  Bill  a  profound  feeling  of  disappointment 
began  to  grow  and  spread  among  the  classes  who 
found  themselves  excluded  from  any  of  its  benefits, 
and  who  believed,  with  good  reason,  that  they  had 
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rendered  much  practical  service  in  the  carrying  of  the 
measure.  This  feeling  prevailed  especially  among 
the  artisans  in  the  cities  and  towns.  In  some  of  the 
towns  the  Eeform  Bill  had  distinctly  operated  as  a 
measure  of  disfranchisement  rather  than  of  en- 
franchisement. In  Preston,  for  instance,  there  had 
been  so  large  a  number  of  what  we  have  called, 
adopting  a  more  modern  phrase,  '  fancy  franchises  ' 
that  something  not  very  far  removed  from  universal 
suffrage  was  attainable  by  the  male  population. 
These  fancy  franchises  could  not  be  justified  on  any 
principle  commending  itself  to  rational  minds,  and  it 
was,  moreover,  an  obvious  absurdity  to  have  one 
system  of  voting  prevailing  in  this  constituency  and 
a  totally  different  system  prevailing  in  another. 
Therefore  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  John  Eussell  cannot 
be  censured  for  their  resolve  to  abolish  the  fancy 
franchises  altogether.  They  were  introducing  an 
entirely  new  constitutional  system,  and  it  was  evident 
that  in  the  new  system  there  must  be  some  uniform 
principle  as  to  the  franchise.  But  it  is  none  the 
less  certain  that  the  men  who  were  disfranchised  by 
an  Act  professedly  brought  in  to  extend  the  suffrage 
must  have  felt  that  they  had  good  reason  to  complain 
of  its  direct  effect  upon  themselves  and  upon  what 
they  believed  to  be  their  rights.  Nearly  forty  years 
of  agitation  had  yet  to  be  gone  through  before  the 
principal  deficiencies  in  the  Eeform  Act  of  1832 
were  supplied  by  Liberal  and  Tory  legislation. 

Before  closing  this  chapter  of  history  it  is  fitting 
to  take  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  debates  on  the 
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Eeform  Bill  gave  opportunity  for  the  public  opening 
of  a  great  career  in  politics  and  in  literature — the 
career  of  Lord  Macaulay.  Thomas  Babington  Macau- 
lay  was  a  new  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
when  the  first  Eeform  Bill  was  introduced  by  Lord 
John  Eussell.  He  was  the  son  of  Zachary  Macaulay, 
who  was  famous  in  his  day,  and  will  always  be 
remembered  as  the  high-minded  philanthropist  and 
the  energetic  and  consistent  opponent  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade.  Macaulay  the  son  had, 
from  his  earliest  years,  given  evidence  of  preco- 
cious and  extraordinary  intelligence  and  versatility. 
When  he  entered  Parliament  he  found  that  his 
fame  had  gone  before  him,  but  his  friends  were 
not  quite  certain  whether  he  was  to  be  poet, 
essayist,  historian,  or  political  orator.  As  years 
went  on,  he  proved  that  he  could  write  brilliant 
and  captivating  poems ;  that  he  could  turn  out 
essays  which  had  a  greater  fascination  for  the  public 
than  many  of  the  cleverest  novels ;  that  he  could 
write  history  which  set  critics  disputing,  but  which 
everybody  had  to  read  ;  and  that  he  could  deliver 
political  speeches  in  the  House  of  Commons  which, 
when  correctly  reproduced  from  the  newspapers, 
appeared  to  belong  to  the  highest  class  of  Parliamen- 
tary eloquence.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether 
any  man  could  possibly  attain  supreme  success  in 
the  four  fields  in  which,  from  time  to  time,  Macaulay 
appeared  to  be  successful.  At  present  we  are  only 
concerned  with  the  speeches  which  he  delivered  in 
the  House  of  Commons  during  the  debates  on  the 
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Eeform  Bills.  Macaula}r's  appearance  was  not  im- 
pressive, and  he  had  a  gift  of  fluency,  a  rapidity  of 
utterance  which  continued,  from  first  to  last,  to  be  a 
most  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  his  success  as  a 
Parliamentary  orator.  He  appears  to  have  com- 
mitted his  speeches  to  memory,  and  his  memory  was 
one  of  the  most  amazing  of  all  his  gifts  ;  and  when  he 
rose  to  deliver  an  oration  he  rattled  it  off  at  such  a 
rate  of  speed  that  the  sense  ached  in  trying  to  follow 
him,  and  the  reporters  for  the  newspapers  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  get  a  full  note  of  what  he  said. 
This  was  all  the  more  embarrassing  because  his 
speeches  abounded  in  illustrations  and  citations 
from  all  manner  of  authorities,  authors,  and  historical 
incidents,  and  the  bewildered  reporter  found  himself 
entangled  in  proper  names  which  shorthand  in  the 
pre-phonetic  days  could  but  slowly  reproduce.  The 
speeches,  when  revised  by  the  author,  were  read 
with  intense  delight  by  the  educated  public,  and 
with  all  the  defects  of  the  orator's  utterance  he  soon 
acquired  such  a  fame  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
no  one  ever  attracted  a  more  crowded  and  eager 
audience  than  he  did  when  it  became  known  that 
he,  was  about  to  make  a  speech.  We  may  quote 
here  a  characteristic  description  given  by  Greville  of 
his  first  meeting  with  Macaulay  in  the  early  Feb- 
ruary of  1832,  while  the  struggle  over  LordEussell's 
third  Keform  Bill  was  still  going  on.  '  Dined  yester- 
day,' says  Greville,  '  with  Lord  Holland ;  came  very 
late  and  found  a  vacant  place  between  Sir  George 
Eobinson  and  a  common- looking  man  in  black.  As 
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soon  as  I  had  time  to  look  at  my  neighbour,  I  began 
to  speculate,  as  one  usually  does,  as  to  who  he  might 
be,  and  as  he  did  not  for  some  time  open  his  lips 
except  to  eat,  I  settled  that  he  was  some  obscure 
man  of  letters,  or  of  medicine,  perhaps  a  cholera 
doctor.  In  a  short  time  the  conversation  turned  on 
early  and  late  education,  and  Lord  Holland  said  he 
had  always  remarked  that  self-educated  men  were 
peculiarly  conceited  and  arrogant,  and  apt  to  look 
down  on  the  generality  of  mankind  from  their  being 
ignorant  of  how  much  other  people  knew  ;  not  having 
been  at  public  schools,  they  are  uninformed  of  the 
course  of  general  education  My  neighbour  observed 
that  he  thought  the  most  remarkable  example  of  self- 
education  that  of  Alfieri,  who  had  reached  the  age  of 
thirty  without  having  acquired  any  accomplishment 
save  that  of  driving,  and  who  was  so  ignorant  of  his 
own  language  that  he  had  to  learn  it  like  a  child, 
beginning  with  elementary  books.  Lord  Holland 
quoted  Julius  Caesar  and  Scaliger  as  examples  of  late 
education,  said  that  the  latter  had  been  wounded,  and 
that  he  had  been  married  and  commenced  learning 
Greek  the  same  day,  when  my  neighbour  remarked 
"  that  he  supposed  his  learning  Greek  was  not  an  in- 
stantaneous act  like  his  marriage."  This  remark  and 
the  manner  of  it  gave  me  the  notion  that  he  was  a 
dull  fellow,  for  it  came  out  in  a  way  which  bordered 
on  the  ridiculous  so  as  to  excite  something  like  a 
sneer.  I  was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  him  continue 
the  thread  of  conversation,  from  Scaliger's  wound,  and 
talk  of  Loyola  having  been  wounded  at  Pampeluna. 
VOL.  iv.  s 
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I  wondered  how  he  happened  to  know  anything 
about  Loyola's  wound.  Having  thus  settled  my 
opinion  I  went  on  eating  my  dinner,  when  Auckland, 
who  was  sitting  opposite  to  me,  addressed  my  neigh- 
bour :  "Mr.  Macaulay,  will  you  drink  a  glass  of  wine?" 
I  thought  I  should  have  dropped  off  my  chair.  It 
was  Macaulay,  the  man  I  had  been  so  long  most 
curious  to  see  and  to  hear,  whose  genius,  eloquence, 
astonishing  knowledge,  and  diversified  talents  have 
excited  my  wonder  and  admiration  for  such  a  length 
of  time,  and  here  I  had  been  sitting  next  to  him, 
hearing  him  talk,  and  setting  him  down  for  a  dull 
fellow.'  We  are  here  only  at  the  opening  of  Mac- 
aulay's  great  career.  Even  at  this  time  the  world 
seemed  to  have  made  up  its  mind  that  Macaulay  had 
a  great  career  before  him.  At  the  present  day,  when 
more  than  forty  years  have  passed  over  his  tomb  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  it  is  a  question  still  keenly  con- 
tested every  now  and  then,  whether  Macaulay  fully 
realised  or  barely  failed  to  realise  the  expectations 
which  men  were  forming  of  him  on  that  day  when 
Charles  Greville  met  him  for  the  first  time,  and  was 
amazed  to  find,  as  the  conversation  went  on,  that  he 
was  sitting  next  to  Macaulay. 

The  year  of  the  Eeform  Bill  was  marked  by  an 
event  for  ever  memorable  in  the  history  of  literature. 
That  event  was  the  death  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  The 
later  years  of  Scott's  life,  as  we  all  know,  had  been 
darkened  by  the  failure  of  his  publishers,  by  the 
money  troubles  in  which  that  failure  had  involved 
him,  by  the  exhausting  efforts  he  had  to  make  to 


1832.  WALTER   SCOTT.  259 

force    his   wearied    mind    into    redoubled    literary 
exertion,  and,  more  than  all,  by  the  loss  of  the  wife 
who  had  been  his   devoted  companion  for  so  many 
years.     No  words  could  be  more  sorrowful  and  more 
touching  in  their  simplicity  than  those  in  which  Scott 
declared  that  after  his  wife's  death  he  never  knew 
what  to  do  with  that  large    share  of  his   thoughts 
which  always,  in  other  days,  used  to  be  given  to  her. 
He  had  gone  out  to  Italy,  obeying  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  in  the  hope  of  recovering  his  health  under 
warmer  skies  than  those  of  his  native  land,  but  the 
effort  was  futile.     It  was  of  no  use  his  trying  to  shake 
off  his  malady  of  heart  and  body  by  a  change  of  air. 
He  carried   his   giant  about   with  him,  if  we   may 
apply  to  his  condition  the  expressive  and  melancholy 
words  which  Emerson  used  with  a  different  appli- 
cation.    Scott  was  little  over  sixty  years  of  age  when 
he  died — a  time  of  life  at  which,  according  to  our 
ideas  of  longevity  at   the   present   day,  we  should 
regard  a  man  as  having  hardly  passed  the  zenith  of 
his  powers  and  his  possibilities.     He  had  added   a 
new  chapter  to  a  history  of  the  world's  literature. 
He  had  opened  a  new  school  of  romance  which  soon 
found  brilliant  pupils  in  all  countries  where  romance 
could  charm.     There  have  been  many  revolutions  in 
literary  rulership  since  his  time,  but  Walter  Scott  has 
not  been  dethroned. 


s  2 
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CHAPTEE  LXXIV. 

THE   EMANCIPATION   OF   LABOUR. 

THE  statesmen  who  had  carried  the  Eeform  Bill  soon 
found  that  they  had  taken  upon  themselves  a  vast 
responsibility.  They  had  accomplished  so  great  a 
triumph  that  most  men  assumed  them  to  be  capable 
of  any  triumph.  It  has  to  be  remembered  that  they 
had  succeeded  in  establishing  one  principle  which, 
up  to  that  time,  had  never  been  recognised,  the 
principle  that  a  constitutional  sovereign  in  these 
countries  cannot  any  longer  set  up  his  own  authority 
and  his  own  will  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  his 
ministers.  Up  to  the  days  of  William  the  Fourth,  the 
ministers  always  had  to  give  way  to  the  sovereign 
at  the  last  moment,  if  the  sovereign  insisted  on 
maintaining  his  dictatorial  authority.  We  have  seen 
how  one  of  the  greatest  of  English  statesmen,  the 
younger  Pitt,  had  bowed  his  judgment  and  even 
coerced  into  silence  the  remonstrances  of  his  own 
heart  and  his  own  conscience,  rather  than  dispute  the 
authority  of  an  obstinate  and  a  stupid  King,  Lord 
Grey  and  his  colleagues  had  compelled  their  King  to 
listen  to  reason,  and  probably  not  even  they  knew 
at  the  time  the  full  importance  of  the  constitutional 
principle  which  they  had  thus  established.  In  our 
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own  days,  and  under  the  rule  of  the  first  really  consti- 
tutional sovereign  who  ever  reigned  in  these  countries, 
we  seem  to  have  almost  forgotten  that  there  ever 
was  a  time  when  the  occupant  of  the  throne  was 
understood  to  have  a  right  to  govern  the  people 
according  to  royalty's  own  inclination  or  royalty's 
own  notion  of  statesmanship.  When  the  passing  of 
the  Reform  Bill  was  yet  the  latest  event  in  history, 
the  people  of  these  countries  commonly,  and  very 
justly,  regarded  this  assertion  of  the  right  of  a 
representative  Ministry  to  exact  support  from  the 
sovereign  as  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  accomplished 
by  Lord  Grey's  Administration.  The  natural  feeling 
therefore  was  to  assume  that  the  men  who  had  done 
these  great  things  could  do  greater  things  still,  and 
from  all  parts  of  the  realm  eyes  were  turned  upon 
them,  full  of  confidence  in  their  desire  and  their 
capacity  to  accomplish  new  reforms  in  every  depart- 
ment of  our  constitutional  and  our  social  system. 

The  time  was  one  especially  favourable  for  such 
hopes  and  for  such  achievements.  A  new  era  had 
opened  on  the  civilised  world.  New  ideas  were 
coming  up  regarding  the  value  and  the  validity  of 
many  of  our  constitutional  arid  social  arrangements 
which  had  formerly  been  considered  as  inspired  and 
sanctified  for  ever  by  that  mysterious  influence,  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors.  If  education  had  not  yet 
made  much  way  among  the  masses  of  the  people,  at 
least  the  belief  in  popular  education  was  becoming  a 
quickening  force  in  the  minds  of  all  intelligent  men. 
Then,  as  ever  since,  the  agitation  for  each  great  new 
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reform  began  outside  the  walls  of  Parliament,  and 
had  to  take  an  organised  shape  before  it  became  a 
question  for  the  House  of  Commons.  The  first  great 
work  to  which  the  reformed  Parliament  applied 
itself,  after  the  conditions  of  Lord  Grey's  Act  had 
been  allowed  to  take  effect  in  remoulding  the  consti- 
tuencies, was  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery  in  the 
colonies  of  Great  Britain.  Domestic  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  had  already  been  abolished,  but  in  the 
minds  of  a  great  number  of  well-meaning,  well- 
informed,  and  by  no  means  hard-hearted  men  slavery 
in  our  colonies  was  a  very  different  sort  of  institu- 
tion from  slavery  in  our  own  islands,  or  from  the 
actual  trade  in  slaves.  The  ordinary  Englishman, 
when  he  troubled  himself  to  consider  such  questions 
at  all,  had  settled  it  in  his  own  mind  that  slavery  in 
England,  or  in  any  part  of  the  British  Isles,  was  in- 
compatible with  the  free  constitution  of  the  realm, 
and  that  the  forcible  abduction  of  men  and  women 
from  African  sea-shores  in  order  to  sell  them  into 
slavery  was  an  offence  against  civilisation  and 
Christianity.  But  this  average  Englishman  did  not 
see  that  there  was  anything  like  the  same  reason  for 
interfering  with  the  system  of  slave  labour  as  we  had 
found  it  established,  for  instance,  in  our  West  Indian 
colonies.  '  We  did  not  introduce  the  system  there,'  it 
was  argued;  'we  found  it  established  there;  we 
inherited  it ;  and  its  continuance  is  declared,  by  all 
those  who  ought  to  know,  to  be  absolutely  essential 
to  the  production  of  the  sugar  which  is  the  source 
of  profit  and  the  means  of  living  to  the  islands  them- 
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selves,  and  an  indispensable  comfort,  a  harmless  and 
healthful  luxury,  to  millions  of  civilised  beings  who 
never  stood  under  a  tropical  sky.'  The  mind  of  the 
average  Englishman,  however,  had  been,  for  some 
time,  much  disturbed  by  the  arguments,  the  plead- 
ings, and  the  agitation  of  a  small  number  of  enlight- 
ened Eeformers,  at  first  much  in  advance  of  their 
time,  who  were  making  a  pertinacious  crusade 
against  the  whole  system  of  colonial  slavery.  Some 
of  these  men  have  won  names  which  will  always  be 
honoured  in  our  history.  Zachary  Macaulay  was 
one  of  these.  He  was  the  father  of  the  Macaulay 
whom  we  have  just  heard  of  as  seated  side  by  side 
with  Charles  Greville  at  Lord  Holland's  dinner -table. 
Zachary  Macaulay  had  been  the  manager  of  a  great 
West  Indian  estate,  but  he  had  given  up  the  position 
because  his  conscience  would  not  allow  him  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  system  of  slavery,  and  he 
had  come  home  to  devote  his  time,  his  abilities,  and 
his  earnestness  to  the  generous  task  of  rousing  up 
his  countrymen  to  a  full  sense  of  the  horrors  which 
were  inseparable  from  the  system.  He  was  able  to 
supply  men  like  Brougham,  like  Fowell  Buxton,  and 
like  Whitbread  with  practical  facts  beyond  dispute 
to  establish  the  realities  of  slavery  in  the  West 
Indian  colonies.  Among  the  more  obvious,  although 
not  perhaps  even  the  most  odious,  accompaniments 
of  the  system  were  the  frightful  cruelties  practised 
on  the  slaves,  the  flogging,  the  mutilation,  and  the 
branding  of  men,  women,  and  children  which  formed 
part  of  the  ordinary  conditions  of  a  plantation 
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worked  by  slave  labour.  Over  and  over  again  it 
had  been  denied  by  men  who  professed  to  know  all 
about  the  subject  and  to  be  authorities  upon  it  that 
any  such  cruelties  were  practised  on  a  well-regu- 
lated plantation  belonging  to  a  civilised  owner.  It 
was  constantly  argued,  with  self-complacency,  that 
the  planter's  own  interests  would  not  allow  him  thus 
to  mar  the  efficiency  of  the  human  animals  who  had 
to  do  his  work,  and  that  even  if  the  planter  had  no 
pity  for  them,  he  was  sure  to  have  a  wholesome 
and  restraining  consideration  for  the  physical  value 
of  his  own  living  property. 

Zachary  Macaulay  and  the  Buxtons,  the  Wilber- 
forces  and  the  Whitbreads,  were  able  to  give  in- 
numerable and  overwhelming  proofs  that  the  system 
every  day  was  working  such  evils  as  any  sj^stem  might 
be  expected  to  work  which  left  one  set  of  human 
beings  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  another  set  of 
human  beings.  Many  years  after  this  great  contro- 
versy had  won  its  complete  success  for  the  English 
colonies,  a  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  laid  it  down  as  law  that  a  slave  had 
no  rights  which  his  owner  was  bound  to  respect.  Up 
to  the  time  of  which  we  are  now  writing,  it  was 
certainly  assumed,  in  our  West  Indian  colonies,  as 
a  self-evident  doctrine,  utterly  beyond  dispute  or 
question,  that  a  slave  had  no  rights  which  his  owner 
was  bound  to  respect.  The  band  of  resolute  philan- 
thropists who  had  taken  up  the  subject  in  England 
were  able  to  show  that  frequent  flogging  of  men  and 
women  was  a  regular  part  of  the  day's  incidents  of 
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every  plantation,  and  that  branding  was  constantly 
used,  not  merely  as  a  means  of  punishment,  but  also  as 
a  means  of  identification.  It  was  a  common  practice 
when  a  female  slave  attempted  to  escape  for  her 
owner  to  have  her  branded  on  the  breast  with  red- 
hot  iron  as  an  easy  means  of  proving  her  identity  if  she 
were  to  succeed  for  a  time  in  getting  out  of  his  reach. 
Numbers  of  advertisements  were  produced  in  which 
the  owners,  seeking  through  the  newspapers  for  the 
recovery  of  some  of  their  women  slaves,  proclaimed 
the  important  fact  that  the  fugitive  women  were 
branded  on  both  breasts,  and  that  thus  there  could  be 
no  difficulty  about  their  identification.  We  need  not  go 
further  into  the  details  of  the  subject,  but  it  may  be  as 
well  to  mention  that  we  have  not  touched  at  all  upon 
the  most  revolting  evidences  of  the  horrors  which 
seemed  to  be  the  inevitable  accompaniment  of  the 
slave  system.  Brougham  was  one  of  the  first  among 
leading  Englishmen  who  threw  his  heart  and  soul 
into  the  agitation  against  colonial  slavery.  Long 
before  that  agitation  approached  to  anything  like 
success  he  had  brought  forward  a  motion  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  directing  attention  to  the  evils 
and  the  horrors  of  the  system,  and  calling  for  its 
abolition.  For  a  time,  successive  Governments  did 
not  see  their  way  to  go  any  further  than  to  endeavour 
to  bring  about  or  to  enforce  better  regulations  for 
the  use  of  slave  labour  on  the  colonial  plantations. 
Even  these  modest  measures  of  reform  had  many 
difficulties  to  encounter.  Some  of  the  colonies  were 
under  the  direct  dominion  of  the  Crown,  were 
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governed,  in  fact,  as  Crown  colonies,  but  others  had 
legislative  chambers  of  their  own,  and  refused  to 
submit  to  the  dictation  of  the  authorities  at  home. 
These  legislative  chambers  in  most  cases  resented 
the  interference  of  the  home  Government  when  it 
attempted  to  introduce  new  rules  for  the  treatment 
of  negro  slaves,  and  the  whole  plantation  interest 
rallied  in  support  of  the  great  principle  that  every 
owner  of  slaves  had  an  absolute  right  to  deal  with 
them  according  to  his  own  will  and  pleasure. 

It  was  loudly  asserted  by  the  planters  and  by  the 
friends  of  the  planters — and  of  course  the  planters  had 
friends  everywhere  in  England — that  the  sugar-grow- 
ing business  could  not  be  carried  on  with  any  profit 
except  by  means  of  slave  labour,  and  that  the  slaves 
could  not  be  got  to  work  except  by  the  occasional 
use  of  flogging  or  other  such  needful  stimulant.  The 
negroes,  it  was  loudly  declared,  would  rise  in  rebellion 
if  once  it  became  known  to  them  that  the  English 
Parliament  was  encouraging  them  to  consider  them- 
selves as  slaves  no  longer,  and  their  mode  of  rising 
in  rebellion  would  simply  be  a  simultaneous  massacre 
of  all  the  planters  and  their  wives  and  children. 
'  See  what  you  are  doing  ! '  many  a  voice  cried  out  to 
the  anti-slavery  agitators ;  '  you  are  preaching  a 
crusade  which  will  not  merely  end  in  the  utter 
bankruptcy  of  the  West  Indian  Islands,  but  in  the 
massacre  of  all  the  planters,  their  wives,  and  their 
children.'  The  agitators,  however,  were  neither 
dismayed  nor  disheartened.  It  would  have  taken  a 
good  deal  of  sophistry  to  confuse  the  conscience  of 
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Zachary  Macaulay  or  Wilberforce.  It  would  have 
taken  a  good  deal  of  bellowing  to  frighten  Brougham. 
The  agitation  went  on  with  increasing  force,  and 
Brougham  continued  to  denounce  '  the  wild  and 
guilty  phantasy '  that  man  has  property  in  man. 

In  Jamaica  the  colonial  legislature,  pressed  hard 
by  the  Government  at  home,  passed  an  Act  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  mitigating  the  severity  of  the 
punishments  inflicted  on  slave  labourers.  The  Act, 
however,  was,  even  on  the  face  of  it,  absurdly 
inadequate  for  any  humane  purpose.  The  home 
Government  had  demanded,  among  other  reforms, 
the  entire  discontinuance  of  the  flogging  of  women. 
The  colonial  Act  allowed  the  flogging  of  women  to  go 
on  just  as  it  had  done  before.  The  Jamaica  planters 
were  indignant  at  the  course  taken  by  the  home 
authorities,  and  raved  as  if  they  were  on  the  verge 
of  rebellion  against  the  Crown,  and  the  well-meant 
interference  of  the  Government  at  home  seemed  in 
fact  to  have  done  more  harm  than  good.  In  Deme- 
rara,  which  was  the  Crown  colony,  some  of  the  more 
intelligent  among  the  negro  slaves  had  heard  scraps 
of  talk  which  led  them  to  believe  that  the  King  of 
England  and  his  Government  were  about  to  confer 
freedom  upon  the  coloured  race,  and  these  reports 
spread  and  magnified  throughout  certain  plantations, 
and  the  slaves  on  one  estate  refused  to  work.  Their 
refusal  was  regarded  as  an  insurrection  and  was 
treated  accordingly.  The  most  savage  measures 
were  employed  to  crush  the  so-called  insurrection, 
just  as  in  more  recent,  and  what  ought  to  have  been 
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more  enlightened,  days  some  local  disturbances  in 
Jamaica  were  magnified  into  a  general  rising  of  the 
blacks  against  the  whites,  and  the  horrors  perpetrated 
in  the  name  of  repression  startled  the  whole  civi- 
lised world.  In  Demerara  an  English  dissenting 
missionary,  the  Eev.  John  Smith,  who  had  been 
known  as  a  most  kindly  friend  of  the  negroes,  was 
formally  charged  with  having  encouraged  and 
assisted  the  slaves  to  rise  in  revolt  against  their 
masters.  He  was  flung  into  prison,  was  treated 
with  barbarous  rigours  such  as  might  have  seemed 
in  keeping  with  some  story  of  Siberia ;  he  was 
put  through  the  hurried  process  of  a  sham  trial 
in  which  the  very  forms  of  law  were  disregarded, 
and  he  was  sentenced  to  death.  Even  at  Demerara 
and  at  such  a  time  the  court-martial  which  had 
condemned  the  missionary  as  guilty  of  the  offence  with 
which  he  was  charged  had  accompanied  its  verdict 
with  a  recommendation  to  mercy  on  account  of  the 
prisoner's  previous  good  character.  But  before  it 
could  be  decided  whether  or  not  the  recommendation 
was  to  have  any  effect,  the  unfortunate  man  died 
of  the  treatment  he  had  received. 

The  story  of  the  accusation,  the  trial,  and  the 
death  created  an  immense  sensation  in  England. 
Brougham,  Buxton,  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  the  his- 
torian and  scholar,  and  many  others  aroused  the 
public  indignation  by  their  rightful  denunciations  of 
the  trial  and  the  verdict.  The  Government  con- 
demned and  reversed  the  proceedings  at  the  trial,  and 
when  Brougham  brought  on  a  motion  in  the  House 
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of  Commons,  publicly  branding  with  just  severity 
the  whole  conduct  of  the  Demerara  authorities,  his 
motion  was  only  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 
Meanwhile,  the  agitation  against  the  whole  system 
of  colonial  slavery  was  receiving  new  impulse  and 
new  strength  from  the  teaching  of  new  events  in  the 
colonies,  and  in  May  1830  a  great  meeting  was  held 
in  London  to  demand,  not  the  mitigation,  but  the 
total  abolition  of  slavery  in  every  land  over  which 
the  flag  of  England  floated.  This  meeting  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  great  abolitionist,  William  Wilber- 
force,  who  had  been  out  of  public  life  for  some  time 
owing  to  severe  ill-health,  and  who  believed  that  he 
could  not  more  fitly  celebrate  his  return  to  the 
active  work  of  philanthropy  than  by  taking  the  chair 
at  such  a  demonstration.  Mr.  Buxton  proposed  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  country  to  agitate  for  the 
total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  colonies,  and  to  be 
content  with  nothing  less,  and  the  resolution  was 
carried  by  enthusiastic  acclamation.  Brougham  at 
once  became  the  champion  of  the  great  London 
meeting  by  a  motion  which  he  brought  forward  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  One  of  the  greatest  speeches 
of  his  lifetime  was  made  in  justifying  his  appeal  to 
the  House  for  the  total  abolition  of  a  system  which 
admitted  of  nothing  like  partial,  or  what  is  called 
moderate,  reform,  and  must  either  be  swept  out  of 
existence  altogether  or  remain  a  curse  to  those  who 
enforce  it  as  well  as  to  those  against  whom  it  is  en- 
forced. Brougham's  motion  was  defeated,  of  course. 
We  say  of  course  because  it  was  only  a  motion  made 


270     A   HISTORY   OF  WILLIAM   THE   FOURTH.   CH.  LXXIV. 

by  an  independent  member,  as  the  phrase  goes,  and 
was  not  proposed  by  the  leader  of  a  strong  Govern- 
ment, determined  to  stake  its  existence  on  the  carry- 
ing of  its  proposition.  Every  great  reform,  it  may 
almost  literally  be  said,  is  heralded  in  Parliament  by 
the  motions  of  independent  members,  who  are  sure  to 
be  defeated,  but  whose  determined  efforts  have  suc- 
cess enough  to  make  the  leader  of  the  Government, 
or  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  feel  that  the  time  is 
near  at  hand  when  the  cause  must  be  taken  up  by 
one  or  other  of  the  great  parties  in  the  State. 

Buxton  raised  the  whole  question  in  the  folio  wing- 
session;  and  then  Lord  Althorp,  speaking  for  the 
Government,  went  so  far  as  to  offer  a  sort  of  compro- 
mise by  suggesting  that  the  colonies  which  in  the 
future  should  give  evidence  of  their  sincere  resolve 
to  make  distinct  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
their  slaves  should  be  rewarded  and  encouraged  by 
a  permission  to  send  their  sugar  into  English  ports 
at  a  reduced  rate  of  duty.  The  country,  however, 
had  long  outgrown  the  condition  of  mind  in  which 
this  feeble  and  ridiculous  proposition  could  be 
regarded  as  worthy  of  serious  consideration.  The 
notion  of  sacrificing  any  part  of  the  country's 
revenues  for  the  purpose  of  bribing  the  planters  to 
deal  a  little  less  severely  with  their  slaves  was  not 
likely  to  find  much  favour  among  the  men  who  had 
thus  far  conducted  the  great  agitation  against  slavery. 
The  object  of  reformers  such  as  Clarkson,  Wilber- 
force,  Buxton,  Brougham,  and  Mackintosh  was  not 
merely  that  the  negroes  should  be  flogged  less  often, 
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or  that  the  negro  women  should  not  be  flogged  at  all, 
but  that  the  whole  abominable  system  which  made 
men,  women,  and  children  the  absolute  property  of 
their  owners  should  be  brought  to  an  end  for  ever. 

At  last  it  became  evident  to  the  Whig  Ministry 
that  something  definite  must  be  done,  and  that 
nothing  would  be  considered  definite  by  the  country 
which  did  not  aim  at  the  total  abolition  of  slavery. 
The  hour  had  come,  and  the  man  who  could  best 
turn  it  to  account  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
already  in  his  place.  Lord  Stanley,  who  had  joined 
the  Eeform  Ministry  as  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  had  since  that  time  been  moved 
to  the  higher  position  of  Colonial  Secretary,  and  to 
him  was  appropriately  confided  the  task  of  introduc- 
ing the  measures  which  the  Government  had  deter- 
mined to  take.  The  Lord  Stanley  of  those  days  was 
in  after  years  the  Earl  of  Derby,  whom  some  of  us 
can  still  call  to  mind  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
orators  in  the  House  of  Lords  at  a  time  when 
Brougham  and  Lyndhurst  maintained  the  charac- 
ter of  that  assembly  for  parliamentary  eloquence. 
Those  among  us  who  remember  the  eloquent  Lord 
Derby,  the  Eupert  of  debate,  remember  him  as  a 
Tory  Prime  Minister  or  the  Tory  leader  of  Opposi- 
tion in  the  House  of  Lords.  But  he  began  his  great 
Parliamentary  career  as  a  Whig  and  as  a  Eeformer, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  of  Lord  Grey's 
colleagues  in  pressing  forward  the  great  measure 
which  was  carried  to  success  in  1832.  Among 
those  who  can  remember  him  there  is  only  one 
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opinion  about  the  high  order  of  his  Parliamentary 
eloquence,  and  that  opinion  is  that  he  was  a  worthy 
rival  of  Gladstone  and  of  Bright.  To  him  as  Colonial 
Secretary  was  entrusted  the  task  of  bringing  forward, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  measures  of  the 
Government  for  dealing  with  the  question  of  slavery 
in  the  British  colonies.  Stanley's  speech  was  such  a 
magnificent  blending  of  reason  and  emotion,  so  close 
and  so  powerful  in  its  arguments,  so  thrilling  in  its 
eloquence,  that  many  of  those  who  heard  the  speech 
naturally  expected  that  it  was  destined  to  announce 
a  bold  and  a  comprehensive  policy.  A  certain  feel- 
ing of  disappointment  came  up  among  the  aboli- 
tionists when  the  measures  were  described  which  the 
Government  had  resolved  to  submit  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  What  Stanley  had  to  propose  was  not  a 
complete  measure,  but  a  series  of  resolutions  embody- 
ing the  purposes  of  the  Government's  policy.  It  is 
enough  to  say  that  the  Government  proposed  a  plan 
which  amounted  to  a  scheme  of  abolition  by  stages. 
There  was  to  be  a  certain  period  of  apprenticeship,  a 
term  of  fifteen  years,  during  which  the  slaves,  men  and 
women,  were  to  continue  to  work  for  their  masters  as 
before,  under  conditions  gradually  relaxing  as  the 
slave  drew  nearer  to  the  time  of  emancipation,  and 
then  when  that  hour  at  length  arrived  the  slave  was 
to  be  free  for  ever.  This  principle,  however,  was  not 
to  apply  to  children  under  six  years  old  at  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  the  measure,  or  to  any  children  born 
after  that  time.  The  idea  on  which  the  whole 
scheme  was  founded  was  the  notion,  very  common 
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at  that  time  and  since,  that  the  sudden  emancipation 
of  any  set  of  human  beings  could  only  tend  to 
bewilder  them,  and  to  prevent  them  from  making  a 
proper  use  of  the  freedom  thus  abruptly  thrust  upon 
them,  '  The  fool  in  the  fable,'  said  Macaulay,  when 
dealing  with  a  somewhat  similar  question,  '  declared 
that  no  man  ought  to  go  into  the  water  until  he  had 
learned  to  swim.'  Lord  Grey's  Ministry  had  appa- 
rently much  the  same  idea  about  the  perils  of  eman- 
cipation. Another  part  of  the  scheme  proposed  that 
fifteen  millions  should  be  advanced  by  the  Government 
as  a  loan  to  the  West  Indian  planters  in  order  to 
help  them  over  the  diminution  of  income  which 
might  be  expected  to  follow  any  interference  with 
the  conditions  of  slave  labour. 

The  resolutions  put  forward  by  the  Government 
were  regarded  as  highly  unsatisfactory  by  most  of 
the  leading  abolitionists.  Macaulay  indeed  argued 
with  all  his  usual  eloquence  and  skill  in  favour  of 
the  principle  of  gradual  abolition,  and  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  it  was  not  in  that  speech  he 
made  use  of  the  pithy  sentence  which  we  have  already 
quoted.  Buxton  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
solution, an  amendment  in  fact  calling  for  immediate 
abolition,  and  the  amendment  was  seconded  by  Daniel 
O'Connell.  Buxton,  however,  was  prevailed  upon 
not  to  press  his  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
Government  were  as  eager  for  emancipation  as  any- 
one could  be,  and  that  Lord  Grey  and  his  colleagues 
were  only  anxious  to  bring  forward  such  a  measure 
as  might  at  once  secure  the  support  of  the  majority 
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and  prevent  further  delay,  while  securing,  at  the 
same  time,  the  ultimate  and  not  distant  settlement  of 
the  whole  question.  O'Connell  stood  firm,  argued 
strongly  against  the  proposed  compromise,  refused 
to  accept  it,  and  actually  pressed  Buxton's  amend- 
ment to  a  division.  Of  course  he  was  defeated  by 
a  large  majority,  but  he  carried  a  respectable 
minority  along  with  him ;  and  few  now  can  doubt 
that  the  amendment  which  he  pressed  forward,  even 
after  its  proposer  had  abandoned  it,  was  right  in  its 
principle,  and  that  the  Government,  if  forced  to  it, 
could  have  carried  a  plan  for  immediate  abolition 
with  little  more  difficulty  than  was  found  in  carry- 
ing the  scheme  of  compromise.  As  the  discussion 
went  on  the  Government  made  some  further  con- 
cessions to  the  abolitionists,  by  reducing  the  time  and 
modifying  the  terms  of  the  apprenticeship  system, 
and  the  abolitionists  in  general  believed  it  their 
wisest  policy  to  accept  the  modified  arrangement 
and  thus  avoid  any  further  delay.  Another  altera- 
tion of  great  importance  was  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  favour  of  the  planters,  and  was  finally 
accepted  by  the  abolitionists  and  by  the  country  in 
general.  The  friends  of  the  planters  made  strong 
representations  to  the  effect  that  the  proffered  loan 
would  be  of  no  use  whatever  to  the  owners  of  slaves 
whose  property  was  so  soon  to  pass  from  their  hands 
into  freedom,  and  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
chance  of  the  planters  being  able  to  pay  back  to  the 
English  exchequer  the  amount  that  the  Government 
was  willing  to  advance.  It  was  urged,  too,  with  some 
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show  of  reason,  that  the  planters  were  not  themselves 
responsible  for  the  existence  of  slave  labour,  that 
generations  of  planters  had  grown  up  under  the 
system  and  had  made  a  profit  by  it  during  the  days 
when  civilisation  had  not,  anywhere,  set  its  face 
against  slavery,  and  that  it  was  hard,  therefore,  to 
make  them  suffer  in  pocket  for  the  recent  develop- 
ment in  the  feelings  of  humanity.  The  offer  of  a 
loan  was  abandoned  by  the  Government,  and  it  was 
proposed  instead  that  a  gift  of  twenty  millions  sterling 
should  be  tendered  as  compensation  for  the  losses 
that  the  planters  would  be  likely  to  undergo.  This 
proposal,  at  first,  met  with  some  opposition,  and  by 
many  indeed  was  looked  upon  as  an  extravagant  freak 
of  generosity  ;  but  some  of  the  leading  abolitionists 
were  willing  to  make  allowance  for  the  condition  of 
the  planters,  and  most,  or  all,  of  them  were  prepared 
to  make  a  large  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  carrying 
some  measure  which  promised,  even  by  gradual 
advances,  the  final  abolition  of  the  slave  system. 
We  may  condense  into  a  very  brief  space  the 
remainder  of  the  story,  and  merely  record  the  fact 
that  the  Government  carried  their  amended  measure 
of  emancipation  with  its  liberal  grant  to  the  West 
Indian  planters  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  that  it  obtained  the  royal  assent. 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  that  poor  King  William 
must  have  had  some  mental  struggles  before  he 
found  himself  quite  in  a  mood  to  grant  that  assent. 
If  the  King  ever  had  any  clear  and  enduring  opinion 
in  his  mind,  it  probably  was  the  opinion,  which  he 
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had  often  expressed  already,  against  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  He  had,  of  course,  a  general  objection  to 
reform  of  any  kind,  but  his  objection  to  any 
reform  which  threatened  the  endurance  of  the  slave 
system  must  have  been  an  article  of  faith  with  him. 
It  was  the  fate  of  King  William  the  Fourth  to  live  in 
a  reign  of  reforms,  not  one  of  which  would  appear 
to  have  touched  his  heart  or  been  in  accordance  with 
his  personal  judgment.  The  highest  praise  that  his- 
tory can  give  him  is  that  he  did  not  at  least,  as  one 
of  his  predecessors  had  done,  set  his  own  judgment 
and  his  own  inclination  determinedly  and  irrevocably 
against  the  advice  of  the  statesmen  whom  he  had 
called  in  to  carry  on  the  work  of  administration. 
The  King  gave  his  assent  to  the  amended  Bill  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  including  the  generous  gift 
to  the  planters,  and  the  measure  became  law  on 
August  27,  1833.  Some  of  the  colonies  had  the 
sense  and  spirit  to  discard  the  apprenticeship  system 
altogether,  and  to  date  the  emancipation  of  their 
slaves  from  the  day  when  the  measure  became  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  In  no  colony  did  the  setting  free  of 
the  negroes  bring  about  any  of  the  troubles  and 
turmoils,  the  lawless  outbreaks  of  blacks  against 
whites,  the  massacres  of  the  innocents,  which  had 
been  so  long  and  so  often  pictured  as  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  the  legislation  demanded  by  the 
Clarksons,  the  Wilberforces,  the  Buxtons,  and  the 
Broughams.  It  seems  to  us  all  now  so  much  a 
matter  of  course  for  a  civilised  and  enlightened 
State  to  decree  the  extinction  of  slavery  within  its 
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limits,  that  we  find  it  hard  to  appreciate  at  its  true 
value  the  difficulty  and  the  splendour  of  the  achieve- 
ment which  was  accomplished  by  the  Grey  Ministry. 
It  has  to  be  said,  however,  that  the  Ministry  and  the 
Parliament  were,  in  this  instance,  only  the  instru- 
ments by  which  the  great  change  was  wrought.  The 
movement  carried  on  out  of  doors,  the  movement  set 
going  by  the  leading  abolitionists  and  supported  by 
the  people,  deserves  the  chief  honour  of  the  victory. 
All  the  countries  that  make  up  the  kingdom,  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  sent  their  author- 
ised speakers  to  sustain  the  cause  of  freedom  for  the 
slaves.  The  gift,  which  on  the  recommendation  of 
Lord  Grey's  Ministry  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  West  Indian  planters,  was  indeed  a  lavish  gift ; 
but  the  public  in  general  made  little  complaint  on 
the  score  of  its  lavishness,  and  did  not  calculate  too 
jealously  the  value  of  the  sacrifice  which  the  State 
was  invited  to  make  for  the  purchase  of  negro  eman- 
cipation. Thirty  years  and  more  had  to  pass  before 
the  great  American  republic  was  able  to  free  itself 
from  the  curse  of  slavery,  and  even  then  the  late 
deliverance  was  only  accomplished  at  the  cost  of  a 
war  which  threatened  for  the  season  a  permanent 
division  of  the  States. 

The  same  year  which  saw  the  passing  of  the 
measure  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  colo- 
nies saw  also  the  passing  of  an  Act  which  inter- 
fered seriously,  for  the  first  time,  with  something 
which  might  almost  be  called  a  system  of  domestic 
slavery.  We  are  speaking  now  of  the  measure 
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which  dealt  with  the  conditions  of  factory  labour  in 
these  countries.  Factory  labour,  as  it  was  known  in 
the  early  days  of  William  the  Fourth,  was  the  growth 
of  modern  civilisation.  England  had  found  that  her 
main  business  in  life  was  not  the  conquest  and  the 
subjection  of  foreign  races,  or  the  building  or  the 
navigating  of  ships,  or  the  cultivation  of  land,  or  the 
growth  of  corn,  but  the  manufacture  of  goods  for  her 
own  domestic  use  and  for  export  all  over  the  world. 
Great  manufacturing  cities  and  towns  were  growing 
up  everywhere,  and,  while  the  workers  on  the  land 
were  becoming  fewer  and  fewer,  the  workers  in  the 
city  factories  were  multiplying  every  day,  so  that 
an  entirely  new  labouring  population  was  coming 
up  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  State.  Since  the  old 
days,  when  the  whole  social  organisation  was  con- 
ducted according  to  the  dictates  of  some  centralised 
authority,  there  had  been  growing  up,  as  one  of  the 
inevitable  reactions  which  civilisation  brings  with  it 
at  its  successive  stages,  a  sort  of  vaguely  expressed 
doctrine  that  the  State  has  no  right  to  interfere 
between  capital  and  labour,  between  the  employer 
and  the  employed.  This  theory  naturally  grew  and 
grew  with  the  growth  of  the  capital  invested  in 
manufactures  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
employers,  and  it  was  found  in  later  years  than  those 
at  which  we  have  now  arrived,  that  the  course  of 
agitation  that  Lord  Ashley  may  be  said  to  have 
begun  was  opposed  mainly  in  its  progress  by  the 
capitalists  and  the  employers  of  labour,  many  of 
whom  were  thoroughly  humane  men,  anxious  to  do 
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the  very  best  they  could  for  the  health  and  the  com- 
fort of  those  whom  they  employed,  but  who  sincerely 
believed  that  the  civil  law  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  them  and  those  who  worked  for  them,  and  that 
the  civil  law  could  do  only  harm  and  no  good  by  its 
best-intentioned  interference. 

The  whole  controversy  has  now  been  long  settled, 
and  it  is  a  distinctly  understood  condition  of  our 
social  system  that  the  State  has  a  right  to  interfere 
between  employer  and  employed  when  the  condition  of 
things  is  such  that  the  employed  is  not  always  able 
to  protect  himself.  At  the  time  when  Lord  Ashley 
started  on  his  long  and  beneficent  career  there  was 
practically  no  law  which  regulated  the  hours  and 
the  conditions  of  labour  in  the  great  factories.  The 
whole  factory  system,  the  modern  factory  system  as 
we  understand  it,  was  then  quite  a  new  part  of  our 
social  organisation.  The  factory,  with  its  little  army 
of  workers,  men,  women,  and  children,  was  managed 
according  to  the  will  and  judgment  of  the  owner, 
unless  in  the  rare  cases  where  the  demand  for  labour 
far  exceeded  the  supply.  In  most  places  the  supply 
exceeded  the  demand,  and  the  master  was  therefore 
free  to  make  any  conditions  he  pleased  with  his 
workers.  If  the  master  were  a  humane  man,  a  just 
man,  or  even  a  far-seeing  man,  he  took  care  that 
those  who  worked  for  him  should  be  fairly  treated, 
and  should  not  be  compelled  to  work  under  conditions 
dangerous  to  their  health  and  destructive  of  their 
comfort.  But  if  he  were  a  selfish  man,  or  a  careless 
man,  the  workers  were  used  merely  as  instruments 
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of  profit  by  him,  or  by  those  immediately  under  him  ; 
and  it  did  not  matter  how  soon  they  were  used  up, 
for  there  could  always  be  found  numbers  enough 
who  were  eager  to  take  their  places,  and  were  willing 
to  undertake  any  task  on  any  terms,  for  the  sake 
of  securing  a  bare  living.  Lord  Ashley  raised  the 
whole  question  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  brought 
forward  a  motion  which  ended  in  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
men,  women,  and  children  who  worked  in  the  factories. 
The  commission  was  not  long  in  collecting  a  vast 
amount  of  information  as  to  the  evils,  moral  and 
physical,  brought  about  by  the  overworking  of 
women  and  children  in  the  factories.  The  general 
concurrence  of  public  opinion,  even  among  those 
who  supported  Lord  Ashley's  movement,  did  not 
seem  to  go  beyond  the  protection  of  women  and 
children.  The  adult  male,  it  was  considered,  might 
perhaps  safely  be  left  to  make  the  best  terms  he 
could  for  himself;  but  the  inquiries  of  the  com- 
mission left  little  doubt  among  unprejudiced  minds 
that  something  must  be  done  to  secure  women  and 
children  from  the  evils  of  overwork.  Lord  Ashley 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  whole  question  on  the 
attention  of  Parliament,  and  an  Act  was  passed  in 
1833  which  did  not  indeed  go  nearly  as  far  as  Lord 
Ashley  would  have  carried  his  principle,  but  which 
at  least  established  the  right  of  legislative  interference 
for  the  protection  of  children  and  young  persons  of 
both  sexes.  The  Act  limited  the  work  of  children 
to  eight  hours  a  day  and  that  of  young  persons  under 


1833.  LORD   ASHLEY.  281 

eighteen  to  sixty-nine  hours  a  week.  This  Act  may  be 
regarded  as  the  beginning  of  that  legislative  inter- 
ference which  has  gone  on  advancing  beneficially 
from  that  time  down  to  our  own,  and  is  likely  still  to 
keep  on  its  forward  movement. 

Lord  Ashley,  whom  many  of  us  can  well  remember 
as  Lord  Shaftesbnry,  may  be  said  to  have  given  up 
the  whole  of  his  life  to  the  general  purpose  with 
which  he  began  his  public  career — the  object  of 
endeavouring  to  mitigate  the  toils  and  sufferings  of 
those  who  have  to  work  hard  in  order  to  provide  for 
others  the  comforts  and  the  luxuries  of  life.  His 
principle  was  that  the  State  has  always  a  right  to 
interfere  for  the  protection  of  those  who  cannot 
protect  themselves.  He  was  not  a  man  of  great 
statesmanlike  ability,  he  was  not  a  man  of  extensive 
or  varied  information,  he  was  not  a  scholar,  he  was 
not  an  orator,  he  was  not  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  word  a  thinker,  but  he  was  a  man  who  had,  by 
a  kind  of  philanthropic  instinct,  got  hold  of  an  idea 
which  men  of  far  greater  intellect  had  not,  up  to  his 
time,  shown  themselves  able  to  grasp.  The  story  of 
his  life  is  part  of  the  whole  story  of  the  industrial 
development  of  modern  civilisation.  Again  and 
again  he  worked  with  success  in  movement  after 
movement,  initiated  mainly  by  himself,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  the  education  of  those  who  toil  in  our 
factories  and  in  our  mines.  Some  day  no  doubt 
Parliament  may  have  to  devise  legislation  which  shall 
do  for  the  women  and  children  employed  in  field 
labour  something  like  that  which  Lord  Ashley  did 
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for  the  women  and  children  employed  in  factories 
and  in  mines.  We  have  seen  that  already  efforts  are 
made  in  every  session  of  Parliament  to  extend  the 
principle  of  the  factory  legislation  into  various 
industrial  occupations  which  are  common  to  city 
life.  For  the  present,  however,  we  have  only  to  deal 
with  the  fact  that  one  of  the  first  labours  accomplished 
by  the  Eeformed  Parliament  was  the  establishment  of 
that  legislative  principle  with  which  Lord  Ashley's 
name  will  always  be  associated. 

Let  it  be  added  that,  with  the  establishment  of 
that  principle,  came  also  the  introduction  of  two 
innovations  in  our  factory  system  which  lent  ines- 
timable value  to  the  whole  measure.  One  of  these 
was  the  appointment  of  a  number  of  factory  in- 
spectors, who  were  authorised  to  see  that  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act  were  properly  carried  out  by  the 
employers,  and  to  report  to  the  Government  as  to 
the  working  of  the  whole  system  and  the  necessity 
for  further  improvements.  The  other  was  the 
arrangement  by  which  a  portion  of  the  time  of  all 
the  younger  workers  in  the  factories  was  set  apart 
for  educational  purposes,  so  that  children  should  no 
longer  be  treated  as  mere  machines  for  the  making 
of  goods  and  the  earning  of  wages,  but  should 
be  enabled  and  compelled  to  have  their  faculties 
developed  by  the  instruction  suited  to  their  years. 
This  provision  in  the  Factories  Act  may  be  regarded 
as  the  first  step  towards  that  system  of  national 
education  which  it  took  so  much  trouble  and  so 
many  years  to  establish  in  these  countries.  Lord 
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Ashley  had  great  work  still  to  accomplish ;  but  even 
if  his  noble  career  had  closed  with  the  passing  of  the 
Factories  Act  in  1833,  his  name  would  always  be 
remembered  as  that  of  a  man  who,  more  than  any 
other,  helped  to  turn  the  first  Eeformed  Parliament 
to  the  work  of  emancipating  the  English  labouring 
classes  in  cities  and  towns  from  a  servitude  hardly 
less  in  conflict  with  the  best  interests  of  humanity 
than  that  which  up  to  the  same  year  had  prevailed 
on  the  plantations  of  Jamaica  and  Demerara.  The 
Eeformed  Parliament  had  still  much  difficult  work 
to  call  out  its  best  energies  and  to  employ  its  new 
resources,  but  it  had  begun  its  tasks  well,  and  had 
already  given  the  country  good  earnest  of  its  splendid 
future. 
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CHAPTEE  LXXV. 

THE    STATE    CHUECH    IN    IRELAND. 

A  SAYING  which  has  been  ascribed  to  a  well-known 
living  Englishman,  who  has  made  a  name  for  himself 
in  letters  as  well  as  in  politics,  may  be  used  as  the 
introduction  to  this  chapter.  The  saying  was  that 
no  man  should  ever  be  sent  as  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  who  could  not  prove  that 
he  had  thoroughly  mastered  the  meaning  of  the  noble 
Irish  poem  rendered  by  Clarence  Mangan  as  '  Dark 
Eosaleen.'  The  author  and  statesman  to  whom  we 
refer  used  to  point  the  moral  of  his  observation, 
sometimes,  by  declaring  that  many  or  most  of 
the  political  colleagues  for  whose  benefit  he  had 
spoken  had  never  heard  either  of  Clarence  Mangan 
or  of  'Dark  Eosaleen.'  Now,  as  it  is  barely 
possible  that  some  of  the  readers  of  this  volume 
may  be  in  a  condition  of  similar  ignorance,  it  is 
well  to  mention  that  Clarence  Mangan  was  an 
Irish  poet  who  was  dear  to  the  generation  which 
saw  the  rise  of  the  Young  Ireland  movement  during 
O'Connell's  later  years,  and  that  the  dark  Eosaleen 
whom  Mangan  found  in  the  earlier  poet's  ballad 
is  supposed  to  typify  his  native  country.  The  idea 
of  the  author  and  statesman  was  that  no  Englishman 
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who  had  not  studied  this  poem,  and  got  at  the  heart 
of  its  mystery,  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  realise  the 
deep  poetic,  pathetic  love  of  the  Celtic  heart  for  the 
soil,  the  traditions,  and  the  ways  of  the  Celtic  island, 
could  attempt  with  any  success  to  undertake  the 
government  of  the  country.  We  have  now  come  to 
a  period  in  this  history  when  the  Irish  question,  as 
it  is  called,  came  up  once  again,  and  in  a  new  form, 
to  try  the  statesmanship  of  English  rulers.  We 
have  told  the  story  of  '98,  and  how  the  rebellion 
ended  in  complete  defeat  and  disaster.  Up  to  the 
time  at  which  we  have  now  arrived  there  was  no 
more  talk  of  rebellion  in  the  field,  but  in  the 
sullen  heart  of  Irish  discontent  there  still  lived  all 
the  emotions  which  had  animated  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  Wolf  Tone,  and  Eobert  Emmet. 

When  the  rebellion  was  put  down  the  Govern- 
ment of  King  George  the  Third  abolished  the  Irish 
Parliament,  and  then  all  loyal  and  sensible  persons  in 
Westminster  assumed,  of  course,  that  there  was  an 
end  of  the  matter.  The  rebellion  had  been  put  down, 
the  principal  rebels  had  been  done  to  death,  Grattan's 
troublesome  and  tiresome  Parliament  had  been  ex- 
tinguished, Ireland  had  been  merged  into  complete 
identification  with  England,  and  surely  nothing  would 
be  heard  of  the  Irish  question  any  more.  Yet  the 
Irish  question  seemed  to  come  up  again  and  again, 
and  to  press  for  answer  just  as  if  answer  enough 
had  not  been  given  already.  There  was  a  clamour 
about  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  at  last  the  Irish 
Catholics  had  to  be  emancipated  from  complete  poli- 
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tical  disqualification,  and  their  spokesman  O'Connell 
had  been  allowed  to  take  his  place  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Sir  Eobert  Peel  had  carried  Catholic 
Emancipation,  for,  although  a  Tory  in  many  of  his 
ways  of  thinking,  he  was  a  statesman  and  a  man  of 
genius  ;  and  now  Lord  Grey,  the  head  of  the  Whig 
Government,  had  no  sooner  passed  the  Eeform  Bill 
than  he  found  himself  confronted  with  the  Irish 
question  in  a  new  shape.  We  could  hardly  wonder 
that  Sir  Eobert  Peel  or  Lord  Grey  did  not  try  to 
inform  their  minds  as  to  Irish  national  feeling  through 
a  study  of  '  Dark  Eosaleen,'  for  the  good  reason 
that  no  such  poem  had  yet  been  given  to  the  world. 
But  neither  Peel  nor  Grey  was  a  type  of  the  average 
Englishman  of  the  times,  and  each  had  gradually 
borne  in  upon  him,  by  a  study  of  realities  if  not  of 
poetic  fancies,  that  the  national  sentiment  of  the 
Irishman  was  not  to  be  eradicated  by  any  Act  of 
Parliament  for  his  denationalisation.  Lord  Grey,  as 
the  friend  and  pupil  of  Fox,  who  had  always  been 
the  friend  of  Ireland,  must  have  acquired,  as  a  part 
of  his  early  political  training,  the  knowledge  that 
Ireland's  grievances  were  not  all  sentimental,  and  that 
if  they  were  to  be  dealt  with  by  Acts  of  Parliament 
these  Acts  must  take  the  part  of  relief  and  not  of 
repression.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  any 
population  is  disturbed  for  very  long  by  mere 
sentimental  grievances,  and  it  may  be  doubted  also 
whether  the  true  instinct  of  statesmanship  does  not 
always  regard  the  existence  of  what  is  called  a 
sentimental  grievance  as  the  best  reason  for  trying  to 
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find  out  whether  there  is  not  some  practical  evil  at 
the  root  of  the  complaint.  Certainly,  in  Lord  Grey's 
time,  the  grievances  were  open  and  palpable  enough 
to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  any  man  whose 
mind  was  not  as  well  contented  with  the  wisdom  of 
his  ancestors  as  that  of  King  William  himself. 

Just  at  this  time,  as  we  have  seen,  a  school  of 
Englishmen  was   springing  up  :    Englishmen  whose 
minds  were  filled  with  new  ideas,  and  who  thoroughly 
understood  the  tendencies  of  the  reforming  age  to 
which  they  belonged.     The  Irish  tithe  question  had 
come   up  for   settlement.     The  Irish  tithe  question 
was  only  a  part  of  the  Irish  State  Church  question. 
The  Irish  State  Church  was  an  institution  bestowed 
upon    Ireland  by   her    conquerors.     Five-sixths    at 
least  of  the  population  of  Ireland   belonged  to  the 
Church  of  Eome  and  were  devoted  to  the  religion  of 
that  Church.     The  island  was  nevertheless  compelled 
to  maintain  the  State  Church,  which  did  not  even 
represent  the  religious  belief  of  the  one-sixth  of  the 
population  that   was  not  Eoman  Catholic.     One  of 
the  privileges  of  the  State  Church  was  to  exact  tithes 
from  all  the  farmers  of  the  country  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  clergymen.    Ireland  was  almost  altogether 
an  agricultural  country,  and  had  but  little  to  do  with 
manufacturing  industry,  and  in  three  out  of  the  four 
provinces  of  Ireland  the  farmers,  almost  to  a  man, 
held  to  the  religion  of  their  Catholic  forefathers  and 
worshipped  only  at  the  altars  of  their  faith.     It  would 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  imposition  of  tithes  for 
the  support  of  the  State  Church  ministers  was  not 
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merely  a  sentimental  grievance,  but  a  very  practical 
grievance  as  well.  It  was  practical  because  it 
exacted  the  payment  of  a  tribute  which  the  farmer 
believed  he  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay,  and 
it  was  sentimental  because,  while  it  extorted  the 
money  from  the  farmer's  pocket,  it  also  insulted  his 
nationality  and  his  faith. 

The  result  was  that  a  sort  of  civil  war  was  per- 
petually going  on  in  Ireland  between  those  who 
strove  to  collect  the  tithes  and  those  from  whom  the 
tithes  were  to  be  collected.  The  resistance  was 
sometimes  of  the  fiercest  character  ;  the  farmers  and 
their  friends  resisted  the  forces  sent  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  seize  the  cattle  of  those  who  refused  to  pay, 
as  if  they  were  resisting  an  army  of  foreign  invaders. 
Blood  was  shed  freely  and  lavishly  in  these  struggles, 
and  the  shedding  of  blood  became  so  common  that 
for  a  while  it  almost  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  public 
scandal.  Sydney  Smith  declared  that  the  collection 
of  tithes  in  Ireland  must  have  cost  in  all  probability 
about  one  million  of  lives.  Police,  infantry,  and 
dragoons  were  kept  thus  in  constant  occupation,  and 
yet  it  could  not  possibly  be  contended  that  those 
who  claimed  the  tithes  were  very  much  the  better 
for  all  the  blood  that  was  shed  on  their  behalf.  For 
when  a  farmer's  cattle  had  been  seized  by  the  police 
after  an  obstinate  fight  with  the  farmers  and  their 
friends,  and  when  the  cattle  had  been  driven  off 
under  the  escort  of  infantry  and  cavalry  soldiers,  the 
clergyman  who  claimed  the  tithes  was  not  always 
any  nearer  to  the  getting  of  that  which  the  law  de- 
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clared  to  be  his  own.  The  familiar  proverbial  saying 
about  the  ease  with  which  a  horse  may  be  brought 
to  the  water  and  the  difficulty  there  may  be  in  get- 
ing  him  to  drink  when  he  has  been  brought  there, 
was  illustrated  aptly  and  oddly  enough  in  the  differ- 
ence between  seizure  of  the  farmer's  cattle  and  the 
means  of  raising  any  money  on  them  when  they  had 
been  seized.  The  captured  cattle  could  not  in  them- 
selves be  of  much  use  to  the  clergyman  who  claimed 
the  tithes,  and  they  would  naturally  have  to  be  sold 
in  order  that  he  might  get  his  due,  and  the  question 
arose  who  was  to  bid  for  them.  All  the  farmers 
and  the  peasantry  of  the  country  were  on  the  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  were  the  incumbent,  a  few  of 
his  friends,  and  the  military  and  police.  It  was  cer- 
tain that  the  soldiers  and  the  policemen  would  not 
bid  for  the  cattle,  and  probably  could  not  pay  for 
them,  and  the  population  of  the  district  would  have 
made  the  place  very  uncomfortable  for  any  of  the 
clergymen's  friends  who  showed  an  anxiety  to  buy 
up  the  impounded  beasts.  In  some  cases  when 
cattle  were  sold  by  public  auction  no  bidder 
ventured  to  come  forward  but  the  farmer  himself 
who  owned  the  cattle,  and  they  had  to  be  knocked 
down  to  him  at  a  purely  nominal  price  because 
there  was  no  possible  competitor.  The  farmer 
drove  home  his  beasts  amid  the  exultation  of  the 
whole  neighbourhood,  and  the  clergyman  was  as  far 
off  his  tithes  as  ever.  The  passive  resistance  in  fact 
was  harder  to  deal  with,  so  far  as  practical  results 
went,  than  even  the  resistance  that  was  active. 
VOL.  iv.  u 
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Summon  together  by  lawful  authority  a  number  of 
soldiers  and  police  and  it  is  easy  to  shoot  down  a 
few  unarmed  peasants,  and  to  dispose  for  the  hour 
of  popular  resistance  in  this  prompt  and  peremptory 
way.  But  what  is  to  be  done  when  the  resistance 
takes  the  form  of  a  resolute  organised  refusal  to  pay 
up  the  amounts  claimed  or  to  offer  any  price  for  the 
cattle  seized  in  default  of  payment  ?  There  were  in 
every  district  numbers  of  quiet  Catholic  parishioners 
who  would  much  rather  have  paid  their  share  of 
the  tithes  to  the  Protestant  clergymen  than  become 
drawn  into  quarrels  and  local  disturbances  and  con- 
fusion. But  such  men  soon  found  that  if  they 
paid  their  tithes  they  put  themselves  in  direct 
antagonism  to  the  whole  mass  of  their  Catholic 
neighbours.  Intimidation  of  the  most  serious  kind 
was  sometimes  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  and  in 
any  case  there  was  that  very  powerful  kind  of  intimi- 
dation which  consists  in  making  the  offender  feel 
that  he  has  brought  on  himself  the  contempt  and  the 
hatred  of  nearly  all  his  fellow-parishioners  and  his 
fellow-religionists.  In  those  days  it  was  not  lawful  to 
hold  a  public  political  meeting  in  Ireland,  but  there 
were  anti-tithe  demonstrations  got  up,  nevertheless, 
over  three  parts  of  Ireland.  These  demonstrations 
took  the  outward  form  of  what  were  called  hurling 
matches,  great  rivalries  of  combatants,  in  a  peculiar 
Irish  game  of  ball.  Each  of  these  demonstrations 
was  made  to  be,  and  was  known  to  be,  a  practical 
protest  against  the  collection  of  the  tithes.  When- 
ever it  became  certain  that  the  recusant  farmer's 
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cattle  were  to  be  seized  a  great  hurling  match  was 
announced  to  be  held  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  local  magistrates,  who  perhaps  had  at  their  dis- 
posal only  a  few  handfuls  of  police  or  soldiery,  were 
not  much  inclined  to  order  the  seizure  in  the 
presence  of  such  a  cloud  of  witnesses.  Nor  would 
any  Catholic  parishioner  who  had  quietly  paid  up 
his  tithes  without  resistance  have  felt  very  comfort- 
able if  he  had  happened  to  come  near  the  hurling 
field  that  day,  and  to  hear  the  loudly  expressed  com- 
ments of  his  neighbours  on  his  line  of  conduct.  To 
make  the  troubles  still  deeper  it  often  happened  that 
the  claimant  of  the  tithes  was  an  absentee — the  in- 
cumbent of  many  a  parish  in  Ireland  left  his  curate 
to  look  after  his  flock  and  his  tithes  alike — and  the 
absentee  was  almost  as  much  hated  in  Ireland  as 
the  tithe-collector. 

Now  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  there  were  not 
many  of  the  Protestant  clergy  in  Ireland  who  utterly 
disapproved  of  the  tithe  system.  One  Protestant 
clergyman  in  England,  from  whom  we  have  just 
quoted,  the  Eev.  Sydney  Smith,  had  denounced  the 
system  over  and  over  again  in  language  the  most 
indignant  and  the  most  scornful  that  even  his 
scathing  humour  could  command.  But  there  were 
numbers  of  Protestant  clergymen  in  Ireland  who  saw 
and  proclaimed  its  injustice  and  its  futility.  The 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  declared  that  no  Government 
could  ever  accomplish  the  collection  of  tithes  in 
Ireland  otherwise  than  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
Protestant  country  clergy  often  found  that  the  very 
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attempts  to  collect  the  tithes  only  brought  increased 
distress  and  hardship  upon  themselves. 

Many  a  poor  Protestant  clergyman  saw  the  utter 
injustice  of  the  system,  and  disliked  and  detested  it 
almost  as  much  as  the  Eoman  Catholics  themselves 
could  have  done.  There  were  many  such  men,  too, 
who  put  up  with  miserable  poverty  rather  than 
make  any  attempt  to  recover  such  an  income  by 
force.  Great  English  speakers  and  writers  were 
beginning  to  denounce  the  whole  system.  Macaulay 
stigmatised  it  as  severely  as  Sydney  Smith  had  done. 
George  Grote,  the  historian  of  Greece,  who  had  then 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  had  not  only 
condemned  it,  but  had  condemned  the  whole  State 
Church  system  of  which  it  was  only  a  part.  In  our 
own  days  the  ordinary  English  reader  finds  it  hard 
to  understand  how  any  such  system  could  have  been 
carried  on  under  a  civilised  European  Government. 
Such  a  reader  will  readily  admit  that  Sydney  Smith 
had  not  gone  beyond  the  limits  of  sober  assertion 
when  he  declared  that  '  there  is  no  abuse  like  it  in 
all  Europe,  in  all  Asia,  in  all  the  discovered  parts  of 
Africa,  and  in  all  we  have  ever  heard  of  Timbuctoo.' 
The  subject  had  been  brought  up  in  Parliament  by 
some  of  the  advanced  reformers  of  the  day,  and 
indeed  it  was  bringing  itself  before  the  notice  of 
Parliament  every  week  through  the  official  reports  of 
the  disturbances  which  were  taking  place  in  various 
parts  of  Ireland. 

The  House  of  Lords  had  appointed  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject.     The  committee 
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reported  that  a  complete  extinction  of  the  tithe 
system  was  demanded,  not  only  in  the  interests  of 
Ireland  but  in  the  interests  of  the  State  Church 
itself,  and  suggested,  as  a  means  of  getting  out  of  the 
difficulty,  that  the  tithes  might  be  commuted  for  a 
charge  upon  land  or  by  an  exchange  for  an  investment 
in  land.  This  meant,  in  other  words,  that  the  collec- 
tion of  the  tithes  should  be  devolved  upon  the  land- 
lord, leaving  him  to  repay  himself  by  a  corresponding 
addition  to  the  rent  which  he  asked  from  his  tenants. 
The  House  of  Commons  also  appointed  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  the  recommendation 
of  that  committee  was  in  substance  very  much  the 
same  as  the  recommendation  made  by  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Government  then  took  up  the  question,  and 
in  1832  Lord  Al thorp  announced  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  ministers  to  submit  to  the  House  of 
Commons  a  scheme  of  their  own  as  a  temporary 
settlement  of  the  Irish  tithe  question,  and  out  of 
which  was  to  be  developed,  in  time,  a  measure  for 
the  complete  removal  of  the  difficulty.  A  very  brief 
description  will  serve  to  explain  the  nature  of  this 
measure.  The  Government  proposed  to  advance  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  tithe- 
owners  who  had  not  been  able  to  recover  what  the 
law  held  to  be  their  due,  and  in  the  meantime 
to  apply  themselves  to  the  preparation  of  some 
scheme  which  might  transfer  the  tithe  burden  from 
the  occupiers  to  the  owners  of  the  land.  The 
Government  thus  admitted  that  at  the  moment 
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they  did  not  see  their  way  altogether  out  of  the 
tithe  difficulty,  but  promised  to  apply  their  minds  to 
the  discovery  of  some  final  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment, and  undertook  until  then  to  pay  to  incumbents 
the  arrears  of  tithes,  and  to  collect  the  money  as  well 
as  they  could  from  the  indebted  occupiers.  In  point 
of  fact,  Lord  Althorp  and  his  colleagues  proposed  to 
become  the  tithe-collectors  themselves  and  to  let  any 
loss  that  might  be  incurred  fall,  for  the  time,  upon 
the  State  and  the  national  taxpayers.  The  plan 
was  tried  for  a  while,  and  we  need  hardly  say  that  it 
proved  altogether  unsatisfactory.  The  Government 
had  no  better  means  of  compelling  the  farmers  to 
pay  the  tithes  than  those  means  which  they  had 
already  vainly  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  tithe- 
owners.  The  farmer  who  could  not  be  coerced  by 
the  police  and  the  military  into  settling  his  accounts 
with  the  incumbent  was  not  likely  to  be  any  the 
more  ready  to  pay  up  because  the  demand  for  pay- 
ment was  made  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant. 

It  was  becoming  more  and  more  evident  every 
day  that  the  whole  conditions  of  the  State  Church  in 
Ireland  were  responsible  for  the  trouble  of  which  the 
tithes  difficulty  was  only  an  incident.  Already  a  party 
was  forming  itself  in  the  House  of  Commons  com- 
posed of  intellectual  and  far -seeing  men  who  re- 
cognised the  fact  that  the  Irish  State  Church  was  in 
its  very  principles  an  anomaly  and  an  anachronism. 
On  May  27,  1834,  a  debate  on  the  whole  question  of 
the  Irish  State  Church  and  its  revenues  was  raised  in 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Henry  Ward,  one  of 
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the  most  advanced  reformers  and  thoughtful  politi- 
cians whom  the  new  conditions  of  the  franchise  had 
brought  into  Parliament.     Henry  Ward  was  a  son  of 
that  Plumer  Ward  who  was  at  one  time  famous  as 
the  author   of  a  novel  called   c  Tremaine.'     If  any 
memory  of  '  Tremaine '  lingers  in  the  minds  of  readers 
who  belong  to  the  present  generation,  the  lingering 
recollection  is  probably  only  due  to  the  fact  that  in 
Disraeli's  '  Vivian  Grey  '  there  is  an  amusing  scene  in 
which  the  hero  makes  audacious  use  of  an  extempo- 
rised passage,  which  he  professes  to  find  in  Plumer 
Ward's   novel.     Henry  Ward,  the    son,    afterwards 
won  some  distinction  by  his  administration  of  the 
Ionian   Islands   while   the   islands   were   under   the 
charge    of  Great    Britain.     In    our    Parliamentary 
history,  however,  he  will  always  be  remembered  as 
the  author  of  the  first  serious   attempt  to  obtain  a 
national  recognition  of  the  principle  which,  within 
our   own   times,  secured  its   final    acknowledgment 
by  the  disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church.     The 
resolution  which  was  proposed  merely  declared  that 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Establishment   in   Ireland 
exceeded  the  wants  of  the  Protestant  population,  and 
that,  it  being  the  right  of  the  State  to  regulate  the 
distribution  of  Church  property  in  such  manner  as 
Parliament  might  determine,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
House   that  the  temporal  possessions   of  the  State 
Church  in  Ireland  ought  to  be  reduced.     This  resolu- 
tion went  no  farther  in  words,  as  it  will  be  seen,  than 
to  ask  for  a  reduction  of  the  revenues  of  that  Church 
on  the  ground  that  it  had  already  more  funds  than  were 
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required  for  the  full  discharge  of  its  duties  among 
those  who  attended  its  ministrations.  But  then  the 
resolution  also  assumed  the  right  of  the  State  to 
institute  an  inquiry  into  the  application  of  the 
revenues  and  the  needs  of  the  surrounding  population, 
and  would  necessarily  carry  with  it  the  assertion  of 
the  principle  that  the  Irish  State  Church  existed  only 
to  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland. 
It  is  clear  that  if  once  this  principle  were  recognised 
by  the  State  the  whole  theory  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Ireland  could  no  longer  be  maintained. 
That  theory  was,  that  the  State  had  a  right  to  uphold 
and  a  duty  to  perform  in  the  maintenance  of  a 
Protestant  Establishment  in  Ireland  for  the  purpose 
of  converting  to  its  doctrines  that  vast  majority  of 
the  Irish  population  who  could  not  be  driven,  even  at 
the  bayonet's  point,  to  attend  the  services  conducted  by 
a  Protestant  pastor.  Only  a  few  years  after  this  time 
the  great  statesman  who  was  afterwards  to  obtain 
from  Parliament  the  disestablishment  of  the  Irish 
Church  was  arguing,  in  his  earliest  published  work, 
that  the  fewer  the  Protestants  in  Ireland  the  greater 
was  the  necessity  for  the  State  to  be  lavish  of  its 
money  with  the  object  of  converting  the  outer  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  to  the  established  religion.  Mr. 
Ward,  in  his  speech,  set  himself  to  make  it  clear  to 
the  House  of  Commons  that  the  collection  of  tithes  in 
Ireland  was,  at  that  time,  the  principal  cause  of  the 
disturbance  and  disaffection  which  brought  so  much 
calamity  on  the  unhappy  island,  and  prevented  any 
possibility  of  its  becoming  a  loyal  part  of  the  British 
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dominions.  He  showed  by  facts  and  figures  that  the 
opposition  to  the  collection  of  tithes  was  not  any 
longer  confined  to  the  Catholic  population  alone,  but 
had  spread  among  the  Protestants  of  dissenting 
denominations,  and  was  showing  itself  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  the'provinces  of  the  South  and 
the  West  and  the  Midlands.  He  pointed  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  maintain  in  Ireland, 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  tithes,  an  army 
larger  than  that  which  England  needed  for  the 
maintenance  of  her  Indian  Empire,  and  that,  never- 
theless, it  was  found  impossible  to  collect  the  tithes 
in  Ireland,  and  that  the  Government  could  suggest 
nothing  better  than  a  project  for  the  payment  of  the 
tithes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  national  taxpayer. 
Mr.  Ward  made  it  clear  to  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  revenues  of  the  State  Church  in  Ireland 
were  not  distributed  with  anything  like  a  view  to 
the  fair  and  equal  remuneration  of  its  clergy.  In 
numbers  of  cases  the  clergy  of  the  higher  ranks  had 
enormous  incomes,  quite  out  of  all  proportion  to  any 
duties  they  were  even  supposed  to  perform,  while 
the  clergymen  who  actually  did  the  work  were,  as  a 
general  rule,  screwed  down  to  a  pitiful  rate  of  pay- 
ment which  hardly  kept  soul  and  body  together. 
Twenty  pounds  a  year  was  not  an  uncommon  stipend 
among  the  curates  who  did  the  hard  work,  while  an 
annual  revenue  of  sixty  pounds  was  regarded  as 
something  like  opulence.  Where  the  curate  received 
his  thirty  or  forty  pounds  a  year  or  less,  the  incumbent 
usually  had  his  two  thousand  a  year,  and  in  many 
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instances  much  more.  As  we  said  before,  the 
incumbent  deriving  a  rich  revenue  from  his  office 
was  often  habitually  an  absentee,  who  left  the  whole 
of  his  work  to  be  performed,  as  best  it  might  be 
done,  by  the  curate,  half  starving  on  a  miserable 
pittance.  Mr.  Ward  made  out  a  case  which  must 
have  produced  some  impression  on  any  Parliamentary 
assembly,  and  could  hardly  fail  to  find  attentive 
listeners  and  ready  sympathy  among  the  members  of 
the  first  reformed  House  of  Commons. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  a  remarkable  man 
in  a  remarkable  speech.  Mr.  George  Grote,  after- 
wards famous  as  the  historian  of  Greece,  was  one  of 
the  new  members  of  Parliament.  He  was  a  man 
of  a  peculiar  type,  of  an  intellectual  order  which  we 
do  not  usually  associate  with  the  movement  of  the 
political  world,  but  which  is,  nevertheless,  seldom 
without  its  representative  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Grote  was  one  of  the  small  group  of  men  who  were, 
at  that  time,  described  as  the  philosophical  Eadicals. 
He  acknowledged  the  influence  of  Bentham ;  he  was 
a  friend  and  associate  of  the  elder  and  the  younger 
Mill ;  he  was  a  banker  by  occupation,  a  scholar  and 
an  author  by  vocation  ;  a  member  of  Parliament  from 
a  sense  of  duty.  Grote,  no  doubt,  was  sometimes 
mistaken  in  the  political  conclusions  at  which 
he  arrived,  but  he  deserved  the  praise  which 
Macaulay  has  justly  given  to  Burke,  that  he  was 
always  right  in  his  point  of  view.  With  Grote  a 
political  measure  was  right  or  wrong  only  as  it 
helped  or  hindered  the  spread  of  education,  human 
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happiness,  and  peace.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
and  most  persevering  advocates  of  the  ballot  system 
at  elections,  and  during  his  short  Parliamentary  career 
he  made  the  ballot  the  subject  of  an  annual  motion. 
Some  of  us  can  still  well  remember  George  Grote  in 
his  much  later  days,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact  that,  to  quote  the  thrilling  words  of  Schiller, 
he  reverenced  in  his  manhood  the  dreams  of  his 
youth.  We  can  remember  how  steady  an  opponent 
he  was  of  slavery,  and  how  his  sympathies  went  with 
the  cause  of  the  North  during  the  great  American 
civil  war.  One  can  hardly  suppose  that  Grote's  style 
as  a  speaker  was  well  suited  to  the  ways  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  it  is  certain  that  whenever  he  spoke 
he  always  made  a  distinct  impression  on  the  House. 
Some  of  us  who  can  remember  John  Stuart  Mill 
addressing  that  same  assembly  at  a  later  day,  can 
probably  form  an  idea  of  the  influence  exercised  on 
the  House  by  the  man  who  seemed  to  be  thinking 
his  thoughts  aloud  rather  than  trying  to  win  over 
votes  or  to  catch  encouraging  applause.  Grote's 
speech  on  Ward's  motion  brought  up  one  view  of 
the  Irish  Church  which  especially  deserved  con- 
sideration. Grote  dealt  with  the  alarms  and  the 
convictions  of  those  who  were  insisting  that  to 
acknowledge  any  right  of  Parliament  to  interfere 
with  the  Irish  State  Church  would  be  to  sound  in 
advance  the  doom  of  the  English  State  Church  as 
well.  He  pointed  out  that,  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  there  might  be  as  to  the  general  principle  of 
a  State  Establishment,  the  case  of  the  two  Churches, 
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the  English  and  the  Irish,  must  be  argued  upon 
grounds  which  had  nothing  in  common.  Every 
argument  which  could  be  used,  and  must  be  used, 
for  the  State  Church  of  England  was  an  argument 
against  the  State  Church  in  Ireland.  The  State 
Church  of  England  was  the  Church  to  which  the 
vast  majority  of  the  English  people  belonged.  It 
ministered  to  their  spiritual  needs,  it  was  associated 
with  their  ways,  their  hopes,  their  past,  and  their 
future.  If  an  overwhelming  majority  in  any  country 
could  claim  the  right,  by  virtue  of  their  majority,  to 
set  up  and  maintain  any  institution,  the  Protestant 
population  of  England  could  claim  a  right  to  set  up 
a  State  Church.  But  every  word  that  could  be  said 
in  support  of  the  English  State  Church  was  a  word 
of  condemnation  and  of  sentence  on  the  State  Church 
in  Ireland.  The  Irish  State  Church  was  the  Church 
of  so  small  a  minority  that,  when  allowance  had  been 
made  for  the  numbers  of  dissenting  Protestants  in 
Ireland,  it  was  doubtful  whether  one  in  every  twelve 
of  the  whole  population  could  be  claimed  as  a  wor- 
shipper in  the  temples  maintained  and  endowed  by 
law.  Moreover,  the  Irish  State  Church  was  a  badge 
of  conquest,  and  was  regarded  as  such  by  the  whole 
Celtic  population  of  the  island.  The  tithe  exacted 
from  the  Irish  Catholic  farmer  was  not  merely  a 
tribute  exacted  by  the  conqueror,  but  was  also  a 
brand  of  degradation  on  the  faith  and  on  the  nation- 
ality of  the  Irish  Celt  who  was  called  upon  to 
meet  the  demand.  The  student  of  history  will 
note  with  some  interest  that,  at  a  day  much  nearer 
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to  our  own,  the  Lord  Stanley  whose  name  we  shall 
presently  have  to  bring  up  in  connection  with 
this  debate  on  Mr.  Ward's  motion  made  use, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  of  an  appeal  which  sug- 
gested the  idea  that  he  had  not  heard  or  had  for- 
gotten George  Grote's  speech  on  which  we  have  just 
been  making  comment.  Not  very  long  before  his 
death  Lord  Derby,  as  he  had  then  become,  was 
declaiming  in  the  House  of  Lords  against  the 
proposal  to  disestablish  the  Irish  State  Church,  and 
he  warned  the  House  that  if  the  fabric  of  the  Irish 
Church  were  to  be  touched  by  a  destroying  hand  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  hope  that  the  destruction  of  the 
English  State  Church  could  long  be  averted.  Lord 
Derby  had  always  a  very  happy  gift  of  quotation,  and 
he  made  on  this  occasion  a  striking  allusion.  He 
reminded  the  House  of  that  thrilling  scene  in  Scott's 
6  Guy  Mannering '  where  the  gipsy  woman  suddenly 
presents  herself  on  the  roadside  to  the  elder,  the  Laird 
of  Ellangowan  and  some  of  his  friends,  and,  com- 
plaining of  the  eviction  of  her  own  people  from  their 
homesteads,  bids  the  gentlefolk  take  care  that  their 
own  roof-trees  are  not  put  in  danger  by  what  they 
have  done.  Lord  Derby  made  use  of  this  passage  as 
a  warning  to  the  prelates  and  peers  of  England  that, 
if  they  allowed  the  Irish  State  Church  to  be  dises- 
tablished, the  statelier  fabric  of  their  own  Church  in 
England  might  suffer  by  the  example.  It  was  pointed 
out  at  the  time,  by  some  of  those  who  commented 
on  Lord  Derby's  speech,  that  George  Grote  had 
answered  this  argument  by  unconscious  anticipation, 
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and  had  shown  that  the  best  security  of  the  English 
State  Church  was  the  fact  that  it  rested  on  a  founda- 
tion totally  different  from  that  of  the  State  Church  in 
Ireland. 

The  Government  were  greatly  embarrassed  by  all 
this  discussion  as  to  the  condition,  the  work,  and  the 
character  of  the  Establishment  in  Ireland.  Lord 
Grey,  whose  whole  nature  inclined  him  to  move 
along  the  path  of  progress  with  slow,  steady, 
and  stately  steps,  began  to  chafe  against  the  eager- 
ness with  which  the  more  Eadical  reformers  were 
endeavouring  to  hurry  on  the  political  movement. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  Government  should  an- 
nounce a  purpose  of  one  kind  or  another — should 
either  give  a  general  sanction  to  the  inquiry  into  the 
claims  and  merits  of  the  Irish  Church,  or  declare 
themselves  against  any  movement  of  reform  in  that 
direction.  It  was  found  hardly  possible  for  the 
Government  to  ally  themselves  with  the  followers  of 
old-fashioned  Toryism,  and  it  soon  began  to  be 
rumoured  that  Lord  Grey  could  only  keep  on  the 
reforming  path  at  the  cost  of  losing  some  of  his 
most  capable  colleagues.  Before  long  it  was  made 
publicly  known  that  the  rumours  were  well  founded. 
Lord  Stanley  and  Sir  James  Graham  resigned  their 
places  in  the  Ministry.  Graham  afterwards  held 
office  in  more  than  one  Administration  that  might 
well  be  called  Liberal,  but  Lord  Stanley  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  Parliamentary  life  in  the  ranks 
of  uncompromising  Toryism.  He  had  begun  his 
public  career  as  an  enthusiastic  champion  of  Par- 
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liamentary  reform,  and  he  was  the  figure-head  of 
reform  again  at  a  much  later  date,  but  on  all 
other  questions  he  remained  a  steadfast  and  a 
most  eloquent  advocate  of  genuine  Tory  principles. 
It  may  fittingly  be  mentioned  here  that  the  existence 
of  the  Eadical  party,  recognised  as  such  and  regarded 
as  distinct  from  the  ordinary  Liberals,  began  with 
the  debates  on  the  State  Church  in  Ireland.  The 
passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill  divided  the  Whigs  and 
Tories  into  Liberals  and  Conservatives,  and  the  dis- 
cussions on  the  Irish  Church  divided  those  who  had 
once  been  Whigs  into  Liberals  and  Eadicals. 

Meanwhile  poor  old  King  William  was  greatly 
concerned  by  the  attacks  which  were  made  upon  the 
State  Church  in  Ireland.  William  the  Fourth  had  a 
simple  sort  of  piety  of  his  own,  and  was  perhaps 
somewhat  like  the  man  whom  Doctor  Johnson  com- 
mended because,  whatever  follies  or  offences  he  might 
have  committed,  he  never  passed  a  church  without 
taking  off  his  hat.  The  King  knew  little  or  nothing, 
we  may  well  suppose,  about  the  Irish  Church  and 
the  way  in  which  it  fulfilled,  or  had  any  chance  of 
fulfilling,  its  sacred  office.  But  he  took  off  his  hat 
to  it  as  a  Church,  and,  more  than  that,  he  shed  tears 
and  positively  blubbered  over  its  hard  fate  in  having 
to  stand  so  many  attacks  from  its  enemies.  The 
King  received,  on  one  of  his  birthdays,  a  delegation 
from  the  prelates  of  the  Irish  Church,  and  to  them 
he  poured  out  his  assurances  that  nothing  should 
ever  induce  him  to  abandon  that  Church  to  its 
ungodly  foes.  He  reminded  the  prelates  that  he 
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was  growing  an  old  man,  that  his  departure  from 
this  world  must  be  near  at  hand,  that  he  had  nothing 
left  now  to  live  for  but  the  rightful  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  a  Protestant  sovereign,  and  he  bad  them  to 
believe  that  the  tears  which  were  bedewing  his 
countenance  were  the  tears  of  heartfelt  sympathy 
and  sorrow.  The  King  nevertheless  did  not  get  into 
any  quarrel  with  his  ministers  on  the  subject  of  the 
Irish  Church,  and  when  any  documents  bearing  on 
the  question  were  presented  to  him  for  signature  he 
ended  by  affixing  his  name  and  did  not  allow  his 
tears  to  fall  upon  it  and  blot  it  out.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  too,  stood  by  the  Irish  Church  to  the 
best  of  his  power.  A  member  of  the  House  of  Lords 
has  a  privilege  which  is  not  accorded  to  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons — he  can  enter  on  the 
books  of  the  House  his  written  protest  against  the 
passing  of  any  measure  which  he  has  not  been  able 
to  keep  out  of  legislation.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland 
entered  his  protest  against  some  of  the  resolutions 
taken  with  regard  to  the  Irish  State  Church,  and  he 
declared  that  the  sovereign  who  affirmed  such 
resolves  must  do  so  in  defiance  of  the  coronation 
oath.  That  coronation  oath  had  not  been  brought 
into  much  prominence  since  the  days  of  George  the 
Third,  when  it  used  to  be  relied  upon  as  an  im- 
passable barrier  to  many  a  great  measure  of  political 
justice  and  mercy.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  not 
exactly  the  sort  of  man  who  could  quicken  it  anew 
into  an  animating  influence,  and  King  William  did 
what  his  ministers  advised  him  to  do,  and  the  world 
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went  on  its  way.  The  King,  however,  liked  his 
ministers  none  the  more  because  he  did  not  see  his 
way  to  quarrel  with  them  when  they  advised  him  to 
make  some  concessions  to  public  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Irish  tithes.  Thus  far,  indeed,  the  con- 
cessions were  not  very  great,  and  the  important  fact 
for  this  part  of  our  history  is  only  that  the  tithe  ques- 
tion brought  up  the  far  more  momentous  question 
which  called  into  doubt  the  right  to  existence  of  the 
Irish  State  Church  itself.  The  Government  went  no 
farther,  for  the  time,  than  to  offer  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  incidence  and 
the  levying  of  the  tithes,  and  endeavoured  to  evade 
the  question  of  appropriation,  that  is,  the  question  as 
to  the  right  of  Parliament  to  decide  the  manner  in 
which  the  revenues  of  the  Irish  State  Church  ought 
to  be  employed.  The  tithe  question  itself  was  finally 
settled  for  England  before  it  came  to  be  finally  settled 
for  Ireland.  But  its  settlement  involved  no  such 
consequences  to  the  English  State  Church  as  it  did 
to  the  State  Church  in  Ireland.  For  our  present 
purposes  it  is  enough  to  record  the  fact  that  the 
earliest  clear  indications  of  the  national  policy,  which 
in  a  later  generation  disestablished  the  Irish  State 
Church,  were  given  by  the  first  Eeform  Parliament. 
Meanwhile  the  controversy  raised  as  to  the  position 
of  the  Irish  Establishment  had  had  the  effect  of  dis- 
turbing Lord  Grey,  who  did  not  like  to  be  driven 
too  rapidly  along  the  path  of  reform ;  of  greatly 
angering  the  sovereign,  who  grumbled  all  the  more 
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because  he  could  not  openly  resist ;  and  of  dissatis- 
fying men  like  Ward  and  Grote  and  Lord  Durham, 
and  even  members  of  the  Cabinet  like  Lord  John 
Eussell,  who  could  not  regard  mere  slowness  as  a 
virtue  when  there  was  an  obvious  wrong  to  be  re- 
dressed. 
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'ONLY   A   PAUPER.' 

THE    spirit   of   reform  was    impelling   Lord  Grey's 
Government  in  other  directions  as  well  as  in  those 
which  led  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Colo- 
nies, the  improved  conditions  of  the  factory  works, 
and  the  introduction  of  some  better  method  for  the 
collecting  of   tithes.      The    state  of   the  poor   laws 
all  over  the  country  had  long  been  attracting  the 
attention  of   thoughtful,  philanthropic,   and  at   the 
same  time  practical   men.      The   administration   of 
relief  to  the  poor  was  still  conducted,  up  to  Lord 
Grey's  reforming  Administration,  on  the  same  general 
principle  as  that  which  had  been  embodied  in  the 
famous  statute  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     The  manner  in 
which  that  principle  had  been  working  during  the 
intervening  centuries  was  only  another  illustration  of 
Burke's  maxim  about  systems  founded  on  the  heroic 
virtues  to  which  we  have  lately  made  reference  in 
this  volume.     The  statute  of  Elizabeth  was  based  on 
the  principle  that  the  State,  or  at   least  the  local 
authorities,  ought  to  find  relief  for  all  the  deserving 
poor.     The  duty  of  making  provision  for  the  deserv- 
ing poor  was  left  in  the  hands  of  those  who  managed 
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the  affairs  of  the  parishes,  of  whom  the  local  clergy 
and  magistrates  were  the  principal  personages. 
The  means  had  to  be  furnished  by  the  taxpayers, 
and  the  influential  men  of  each  parish  were  left  to 
decide  as  to  the  claims  and  the  deserts  of  the  appli- 
cants. There  was  no  regular  body  answerable  to 
public  opinion,  nor  was  there  indeed  any  practical 
way  in  which  the  public  of  a  district  could  very 
effectively  express  itself.  Nothing  could  be  better 
arranged  for  the  development  of  that  benevolent 
spirit  which  Sydney  Smith  describes  as  common  to 
all  humanity,  and  under  the  influence  of  which  no 
sooner  does  A  hear  that  B  is  in  distress  than  he 
thinks  G  ought  at  once  to  relieve  him.  Men  and 
women  had  only  to  go  and  say  that  they  were  in 
distress,  and  some  influential  persons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  sure  to  find  that  the  easiest  way  of 
doing  a  benevolent  act  was  to  provide  them  with 
orders  for  parochial  relief  inside  or  outside  the  work- 
house. There  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  easy-going 
impression  prevailing  everywhere  that  when  a  man 
or  a  woman  or  a  family  had  once  been  set  down  for 
relief  from  the  rates  the  enrolment  ought  to  endure 
as  a  kind  of  property  for  life,  and  even  as  an  inheri- 
tance for  future  generations.  The  grant  of  parish 
relief  under  the  old  ways  has  been  humorously 
likened  to  a  State  pension,  which,  when  it  has  once 
been  given,  is  never  supposed  to  be  revoked  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  privileged  pensioner.  But  the 
presumption  in  the  case  of  those  relieved  by  the 
parish  had  a  still  more  abiding  efficacy,  for  it  was 


183^.  PARISH  RELIEF.  309 

assumed  that  if  a  man  got  parish  relief  for  himself 
and  his  family  the  beneficent  endowment  was  to 
pass  onward  from  generation  to  generation.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  whole  races  of  paupers  began  to 
grow  up  in  the  country,  one  family  depending  on  the 
rates  engendering  another  family,  who  were  like- 
wise to  be  dependent  on  the  rates.  Thus  the  vice 
of  lazy  and  shiftless  poverty  was  bequeathed  from 
pauper  sire  to  son.  In  the  case  of  the  ordinary  man 
or  woman  there  was  no  incitement  to  industry  and 
perseverance.  The  idle  pauper  would  be  fed  in  any 
case,  and  no  matter  how  hard  he  worked  at  the 
ordinary  labour  within  his  reach  he  could  only  hope 
to  be  poorly  fed.  Indeed,  even  the  man  who  had  an 
honest  inclination  for  honest  labour  was  very  much 
in  the  condition  of  the  Irish  cottier  tenant,  described 
many  years  afterwards  by  John  Stuart  Mill  as  one 
who  could  neither  benefit  by  his  industry  nor  suffer 
by  his  improvidence. 

The  system  may  be  said  without  exaggeration  to 
have  put  a  positive  premium  on  immorality  among 
the  poorer  class  of  women  in  a  district,  for  an  un- 
married girl  who  had  pauper  offspring  to  show  was 
sure  to  receive  the  liberal  benefit  of  parochial  relief. 
Pity  was  easily  aroused  for  her  youth,  her  fall,  her 
deserted  condition  when  her  lover  or  betrayer  had 
taken  himself  off  to  some  other  district.  Any  tale 
of  deceived  innocence  was  readily  believed,  and  so 
far  as  physical  comforts  go  the  unmarried  mother  was 
generally  better  off  than  the  poor  toiling  and  virtuous 
wife  of  the  hard-worked  labourer  who  found  her 
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family  growing  and  her  husband's  wages  without  any 
increase.  Then,  of  course,  there  was  all  manner  of 
jobbery,  and  a  certain  kind  of  corruption  among 
parish  officials  and  the  local  tradesmen  and  employers 
of  labour  generally,  which  grew  to  be  an  almost 
recognised  incident  of  the  local  institutions.  Labour 
could  be  got  on  cheaper  terms  than  the  ordinary 
market  rates  if  the  employers  could  have  men  or 
women  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  whom  the 
parish  was  willing  to  maintain  in  idleness  for  the 
rest  of  the  time.  Small  contracts  of  all  kinds  were 
commonly  made,  in  this  sort  of  fashion,  between 
parish  officials  and  local  employers,  and  the  whole 
system  of  relief  seemed  to  become  converted  into  a 
corrupting  influence,  pervading  the  social  life  and 
showing  its  effects  in  idleness,  immorality,  and  an  in- 
fectious disease  of  pauperism.  Owing  to  the  many 
misinterpretations  of  the  laws  of  settlement  it  was 
often  easy  for  a  rich  and  populous  district  to  fling 
much  of  its  floating  pauperism  on  some  poorer 
region,  and  thus  it  frequently  happened  that  the  more 
poverty-stricken  the  parish  the  greater  was  the  pro- 
portion of  unsettled  pauperism  for  which  it  had  to 
provide.  In  many  districts  the  poorer  classes  of 
ratepayers  were  scarcely  a  degree  better  off  than 
the  actual  paupers  whom  they  were  taxed  to 
support.  Thus  many  a  struggling  family  became 
pauperised  in  the  end  because  of  the  increase  in  the 
rates  which  the  head  of  the  family  could  no  longer 
pay,  and  the  exhausted  bread-winner,  having  done 
his  best  to  keep  himself  and  his  family  independent, 
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had  at  last  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness  from  parish 
relief,  or  to  starve  with  his  family  by  the  roadside. 

Things  had  come  to  such  a  pass  indeed  that 
many  earnest  and  capable  observers,  like  Lord 
Brougham,  Mr.  Nassau  Senior,  and  Miss  Martineau, 
were  beginning  to  advocate  the  doctrine  that  no 
remedy  could  be  found  for  the  system  of  legalised 
poor  relief  short  of  its  total  abolition.  It  was  gravely 
contended  by  many  reformers,  whose  guiding  spirit 
was  pure  love  of  humanity,  that  the  best  course  for 
the  Government  to  take  would  be  to  abolish  the  poor 
relief  system  altogether,  and  leave  the  really  deserv 
ing  poor  to  the  mercy  of  private  benevolence.  By 
such  a  measure,  it  was  contended,  private  charity 
would  be  left  to  find  out  its  own,  and  would,  before 
long,  find  out  its  own,  and  the  charity  thus  given 
would  carry  with  it  no  demoralising  effect,  but  would 
be  bestowed,  as  all  true  charity  is  bestowed,  with  the 
object  of  enabling  those  whom  it  helped  to  help 
themselves  after  a  while.  The  owner  of  an  estate, 
it  was  argued,  can  easily  find  out  where  there  is 
genuine  distress  among  those  who  depend  upon  him, 
and  can  sustain  them  through  their  time  of  need,  so 
that  when  their  hour  of  sickness  or  enforced  idleness  is 
over  they  may  be  able  to  begin  again  with  renewed 
energy,  and  work  with  the  honest  purpose  of  making 
themselves  independent.  It  was  urged  that  the 
operation  of  the  legalised  poor  law  relief  could  only 
create  new  pauperism  wherever  its  unwholesome 
touch  was  felt.  It  would  impress  on  the  well-in- 
clined and  the  industrious  the  futility  of  honest  and 
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persevering  endeavour,  inasmuch  as  idleness  could 
get  itself  better  cared  for  than  laborious  poverty. 
Idleness  and  immorality,  it  was  argued,  were  well 
housed  and  fed,  while  honest  independence  and  virtue 
were  left  outside  in  cold  and  hunger. 

The  study  of  political  economy  was  even  already 
beginning  to  be  a  part  of  the  education  of  most  men 
who  took  any  guiding  place  or  even  any  observant 
interest  in  the  national  life.  Writers  who  dealt  with 
such  subjects  were  beginning  to  find  readers  among 
the  general  public.  Some  of  the  members  of  Lord 
Grey's  own  Administration  had  taken  a  close  interest 
in  such  questions.  The  whole  subject  of  poor  relief 
and  its  distribution  was  one  of  the  earliest  which 
came  under  the  consideration  of  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment after  the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill.  It  was 
clear  that  something  would  soon  have  to  be  done, 
and,  as  the  Whig  ministers  had  a  good  deal  of  other 
work  on  their  hands,  the  natural  course,  at  such  a 
time,  was  to  appoint  a  commission  which  should 
inquire  into  the  whole  system  of  poor-law  relief,  and 
report  to  the  Government  as  to  the  best  means  for 
its  reorganisation.  Such  a  commission  was  appointed 
and  set  at  once  to  its  work.  Among  the  commis- 
sioners and  the  assistant-commissioners  nominated 
for  the  purpose  were  some  men  whose  names  are 
well  remembered  in  our  own  days.  One  of  those 
was  Mr.  Nassau  Senior,  a  man  of  great  ability  and 
wide  practical  information,  who  distinguished  him- 
self in  many  other  fields  of  literary  work,  as  well  as 
that  which  belonged  to  what  may  be  called  the 
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literature  of  pure  economics.  Another  was  Mr. 
Edwin  (afterwards  Sir  Edwin)  Chadwick,  who  was  a 
living  and  an  active  presence,  until  a  very  short  time 
ago,  among  those  who  devoted  themselves  to  the 
study  and  the  propagation  of  what  are  called  social 
science  principles,  and  whose  work  was  highly  valued 
by  so  well  qualified  a  critic  as  John  Stuart  Mill. 
The  commission  made  careful  inquiry  into  the  opera- 
tion of  the  poor-law  relief  system,  and  presented  a 
report  which  marked  an  epoch  in  our  social  history, 
and  might  well  have  a  deep  interest  even  for  the 
casual  student  of  to-day.  The  result  of  the  in- 
quiries made  was  such  as  to  satisfy  the  commis- 
sioners that  the  administration  of  the  poor  law  had 
increased  the  evils  of  pauperism,  wherever  it  found 
them  already  in  existence,  and  had  created  and  fos- 
tered evils  of  the  same  kind,  even  in  regions  which 
had  not  known  them  before  they  were  touched  by 
its  contagion.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  pro- 
nounced that  the  existing  system  of  poor  law  was 
c  destructive  to  the  industry  and  honesty  and  fore- 
thought of  the  labourers,  to  the  wealth  and  morality 
of  the  employers  of  labour  and  the  owners  of 
property,  and  to  the  mutual  good-will  and  happiness 
of  all.'  This  may  be  thought  a  very  sweeping  con- 
demnation, but  the  more  closely  the  evidence  is 
studied  the  more  clearly  it  will  be  seen  that  where 
the  poor  relief  system  had  any  effect  worth  taking 
into  calculation  this  was  the  sort  of  effect  it  pro- 
duced. The  real  objects  of  the  legalised  poor-law 
relief  system  were  well  and  even  liberally  described 
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in  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  The  object  of 
poor  relief,  as  the  commissioners  denned  it,  should 
be  to  make  provision  for  that  proportion,  to  be 
found  in  almost  every  community,  which  is  plunged 
into  such  a  condition  of  distress  that  it  never  can 
hope  to  be  self-supporting  again,  and  for  that  more 
fluctuating  proportion  made  up  of  those  who  at 
the  time  are  unable  to  support  themselves,  but 
whom  some  temporary  relief  may  enable  to  return 
to  their  former  condition  of  independence.  In  each 
class  of  cases  it  ought  to  be  made  equally  clear, 
before  public  relief  were  called  in,  that  those  in 
distress,  continuous  or  temporary,  had  no  near  rela- 
tives in  a  condition  to  afford  them  reasonable  assist- 
ance without  undue  sacrifice.  Of  course  it  was 
understood  that  these  conditions  included  the  men 
and  women  who,  owing  to  some  temporary  lack  of 
employment,  were  actually  unable  to  find  the  means 
of  living  by  their  own  honest  labour.  The  ideas  of 
the  commissioners  were  not  pedantically  economical 
in  their  range,  nor  did  they  insist  that  public  relief 
must  be  given  only  as  the  reward  of  personal  in- 
tegrity when  visited  by  undeserved  misfortune.  It 
was  freely  admitted  that  even  where  men  and  women 
had  allowed  themselves,  by  idleness  or  carelessness, 
to  sink  into  actual  poverty,  it  was  better  to  give 
them  temporary  relief  at  the  public  expense  than 
allow  them  to  take  up  with  the  ways  of  crime,  or 
leave  them  to  pay  the  penalty  of  their  wrongdoings 
by  death  from  starvation.  But  it  was  strictly  laid 
down  that  a  healthy  system  of  public  relief  was  to 
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help  men  and  women  for  a  time,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  able  to  help  themselves  once  again,  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  make  provision  for  those  who  had 
done  their  work  and  could  do  no  more,  and  who  had 
no  near  relatives  in  a  condition  to  keep  them  from 
starvation.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  pointed 
out  that  the  existing  system  '  collects  and  chains 
down  the  labourers  in  masses,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  demand  for  their  labour ;  that,  while 
it  increases  their  numbers,  it  impairs  the  means  by 
which  the  fund  for  their  subsistence  is  to  be  repro- 
duced, and  impairs  the  motives  for  using  those 
means  which  it  suffers  to  exist ;  and  that  every  year 
and  every  day  these  evils  are  becoming  more  over- 
whelming in  magnitude  and  less  susceptible  of  cure.' 
The  passages  which  we  have  quoted  are  taken 
from  the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Chad  wick.  He 
goes  on  to  say  that,  '  of  those  evils,  that  which  con- 
sists merely  in  the  amount  of  the  rates — an  evil 
great  when  considered  by  itself,  but  trifling  when 
compared  with  the  moral  effects  which  I  am  de- 
ploring— might  be  much  diminished  by  the  combi- 
nation of  workhouses,  and  by  substituting  a  rigid 
administration  and  contract  management  for  the  ex- 
isting scenes  of  neglect,  extravagance,  jobbery,  and 
fraud.'  Mr.  Chadwick  points  out  that  '  if  no  relief 
were  allowed  to  be  given  to  the  able-bodied  or  to  their 
families,  except  in  return  for  adequate  labour  or  in  a 
well-regulated  workhouse,  the  worst  of  the  existing 
sources  of  evil — the  allowance  system — would  imme- 
diately disappear  ;  a  broad  line  would  be  drawn 


316    A   HISTORY   OF   WILLIAM  THE   FOURTH.    CH.  LXXVI. 

between  the  independent  labourers  and  the  paupers ; 
the  numbers  of  paupers  would  be  immediately  dimi- 
nished, in  consequence  of  the  reluctance  to  accept 
relief  on  such  terms,  and  would  be  still  further 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  increased  fund  for 
the  payment  of  wages  occasioned  by  the  diminution 
of  rates  ;  and  would  ultimately,  instead  of  forming 
a  constantly  increasing  proportion  of  our  whole 
population,  become  a  small  well-defined  part  of  it, 
capable  of  being  provided  for  at  an  expense  less  than 
one-half  of  the  present  poor  rates.'  And  finally  it 
was  urged  that  c  it  is  essential  to  every  one  of  these 
improvements  that  the  administration  of  the  poor 
laws  should  be  entrusted,  as  to  their  general  super- 
intendence, to  one  central  authority  with  extensive 
powers  ;  and,  as  to  their  details,  to  paid  officers,  acting 
under  the  consciousness  of  constant  superintendence 
and  strict  responsibility,'  On  these  reports  and 
recommendations  the  new  measure  for  the  reorgani- 
sation of  the  poor-law  system  was  founded.  The 
main  objects  of  the  measure  were  to  divide  these 
countries,  for  poor  relief  purposes,  into  areas  of 
regular  and,  in  a  certain  sense,  of  equal  proportions, 
so  that  the  whole  burden  of  poverty  should  not  be 
cast  for  relief  on  one  particular  district,  while  a 
neighbouring  and  much  richer  district  was  able  to 
escape  from  its  fair  measure  of  liability ;  to  have  the 
relief  administered  not  by  local  justices,  or  parish 
clergymen,  but  by  representative  bodies  duly  elected 
and  responsible  to  public  opinion ;  and  by  the 
creation  of  one  great  central  board  charged  with 
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the  duty  of  seeing  to  the  proper  administration  of 
the  whole  system.  Thus,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  main  principle  of  the  Eeform  Bill,  the  principle 
of  representation,  had  been  already  accepted  by 
statesmanship  as  the  central  idea  of  a  department  of 
State  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  struggles  of 
political  parties. 

The  measure  when  it  came  before  Parlia- 
ment met,  of  course,  with  strong  opposition, 
first  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  then  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Much  of  the  opposition  came,  no 
doubt,  from  men  of  old-fashioned  ways,  who  dreaded 
and  hated  any  changes  in  any  institutions  to  which 
they  had  been  accustomed,  and  who  held  that  even 
pauperism  itself  acquired  a  certain  sanctity  from  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  fostered  and  encouraged  by  the 
wisdom  of  so  many  succeeding  generations.  Some 
of  the  opposition,  however,  was  inspired  by  feelings 
of  a  more  purely  sentimental,  and  therefore  perhaps 
of  a  more  respectable  order.  It  was  urged  that  the 
new  system,  if  carried  into  law,  would  bear  hardly 
on  the  deserving  as  well  as  the  undeserving  people  ; 
that  the  workhouse  test  would  separate  the  husband 
from  wife,  and  the  father  from  the  children;  and,  above 
all,  that  certain  clauses  of  the  new  measure  would 
leave  the  once  innocent  girl  who  had  been  led  astray 
by  some  vile  tempter  to  bear  the  whole  legal 
responsibility  as  well  as  the  public  shame  of  her 
sin.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  now  to  go  over  at 
any  length  the  long  arguments  which  were  brought 
up  on  both  sides  of  the  controversy.  Many  capable 
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and  high-minded  observers  were  carried  away  by 
what  may  be  called  the  sentimental  side  of  the 
question,  and  forgot  the  enormous  extent  of  the 
almost  national  corruption  which  the  measure  was 
striving  to  remove,  in  their  repugnance  to  some 
of  the  evils  which  it  did  not  indeed  create,  but 
which  it  failed  to  abolish.  One  weakness  common 
to  nearly  all  the  arguments  employed  against  the 
measure  came  from  the  facility  there  was  for  putting 
out  of  sight  altogether,  during  such  a  process  of 
reasoning,  the  fact  that  the  daily  and  hourly  effect 
of  the  existing  system  was  to  force  the  deserving 
and  hard-working  poor  to  sink  into  that  very 
pauperism  which  it  was  the  object  of  all  law-makers 
to  diminish,  or  to  abolish  altogether.  The  wit  of 
man  could  not  devise  any  system  of  poor  relief 
which  should  never  go  wrong  in  its  application, 
should  never  bear  harshly  on  men  and  women  who 
deserved,  and  were  striving  for,  an  honest  and 
independent  subsistence. 

The  Bill,  however,  was  passed  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  a  large  majority.  It  was  carried  after 
a  hard  fight  through  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
received  the  royal  assent  in  August  1834.  It 
should  be  said  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
although  usually  strong  and  resolute  as  a  party 
man,  had  good  sense  and  fair  spirit  enough  to  make 
him  a  warm  supporter  of  the  measure,  despite  the 
vehement  protestations  of  many  of  his  own  habitual 
supporters.  Since  that  time  it  seems  to  be  admitted 
by  -common  consent  that  the  measure  has  accom- 
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plished  all  the  beneficial  results  which  its  promoters 
anticipated  from  it,  and  has,  in  many  of  its  pro- 
visions, worked  even  better  than  some  of  its  sup- 
porters had  expected.  Of  course,  our  poor-law 
system  has  since  that  time  been  always  undergoing 
modifications  of  one  kind  or  another,  and  public 
criticism  is  continually  pointing  to  the  necessity  for 
further  improvement.  We  hear  every  now  and 
then  of  cases  in  which,  owing  to  local  maladminis- 
tration, some  deserving  men  and  women,  honestly 
struggling  to  keep  their  heads  above  pauperism,  are 
left  to  perish  of  hunger  or  cold.  We  read  well- 
authenticated,  only  too  well-authenticated,  instances 
of  actual  starvation  taking  place  in  some  wealthy 
district  of  a  great  city.  We  hear  of  parochial  funds 
squandered  and  muddled  away ;  of  the  ratepayers' 
money  wasted  in  extravagance,  and  worse  than 
extravagance  ;  of  miserable  courts  and  alleys  where 
the  deserving  and  undeserving  poor  are  alike 
neglected  and  uncared  for.  But  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  that  some  such  defects  as  these  should  not 
be  found  in  the  management  of  any  system  worked 
by  human  mechanism  for  such  a  purpose  as  the 
relief  of  a  great  nation's  poverty.  The  predominant 
fact  is  that  we  have  a  system  which  is  based  on 
the  representative  principle,  which  is  open  to  the 
inspection  and  the  criticism  of  the  whole  country, 
and  which  frankly  declares  itself  the  enemy  of 
professional  beggary  and  the  helper  of  the  poverty 
which  is  honestly  striving  to  help  itself.  Much 
remains  yet  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  our 
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national  system  of  poor  relief,  but  it  has,  at  least,  to 
be  said  that  the  reformed  Parliament  did  actually 
establish  a  system  founded  on  just  principles  and 
responsible  to  public  judgment. 

Another  of  the  great  reforms  which  was  accom- 
plished in  this  age  of  reform  found  its  occasion 
when  the  time  came  for  the  renewal  of  the  East 
India  Company's  charter.  The  Government  and  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  had  to  deal  with  the  future 
administration  of  one  of  the  greatest  empires  the 
world  had  ever  seen,  brought  together  by  events  and 
forces  the  like  of  wrhich  had  not  been  at  work  in 
any  previous  chapter  of  the  world's  history :  We 
have  already  traced,  in  this  book,  the  growth  of  the 
East  India  Company's  possessions,  a  growth  brought 
about  by  a  combination  of  the  qualities  which 
belonged  to  the  Alexanders  and  the  Csesars,  and  of 
the  qualities  also  which  go  to  the  expansion  of 
peaceful  commerce  and  the  opening  up  of  markets 
for  purely  industrial  enterprise.  The  charter  of  the 
Company  had  been  renewed  by  legislation  at  long 
intervals,  and  the  first  reformed  Parliament  now 
found  itself  compelled  to  settle  the  conditions  under 
which  the  charter  should  be  renewed  for  another  period 
of  twenty  years.  Mr.  Molesworth  justly  remarks  that 
c  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  Eeform  Bill 
had  passed,  and  a  Eeform  Parliament  been  elected, 
before  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  Company's 
charter  was  decided ;  for  otherwise  the  directors  of 
this  great  Company  and  other  persons  interested  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  monopolies  and  abuses  con- 
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nected  with  it  would  in  all  probability  be  returned 
to  Parliament  by  means  of  rotten  boroughs,  a  party 
of  adherents  sufficiently  large  to  have  effectually  pre- 
vented the  Government  and  the  House  of  Commons 
from  dealing  with  this  great  question  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  interests  of  England  and  India  alike 
demanded  that  it  should  be  dealt  with.' 

Up  to  the  time  at  which  we  have  now  arrived 
the  East  India  Company  had  an  almost  absolute 
monopoly  of  the  whole  Chinese  trade,  as  well  as  the 
Indian  trade,  and  a  control  over  the  administration 
of  India  such  as  might  well  have  gratified  the 
ambition  of  a  despotic  monarch.  The  last  renewal 
of  the  Company's  charter  had  been  in  1813,  and  it 
was  to  run  for  twenty  years,  so  that  Lord  Grey's 
Government  found  themselves  charged  with  the 
task  of  making  arrangements  for  its  continuance, 
or  its  modification,  or  its  abolition.  Some  dis- 
tinction had  already  been  effected  between  the 
powers  of  the  Company  as  the  ruler  of  a  vast  Empire 
under  the  suzerainty  of  England,  and  its  powers 
as  a  huge  commercial  corporation,  or  what  we 
should  now  call  a  syndicate,  but  the  Company  still 
retained  its  monopoly  of  the  India  and  China  trade. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  the  principles  of  political 
economy  had  been  asserting  a  growing  influence  over 
the  public  intelligence,  and  the  question  was  coming 
to  be  asked,  more  and  more  earnestly,  why  a  private 
company  should  be  allowed  the  exclusive  right  of 
conducting  the  trade  between  England  and  India  and 
China.  An  agitation  against  the  monopoly  began, 

VOL.   IV.  Y 
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as  was  but  natural,  among  the  great  manufacturing 
and  commercial  towns  in  the  North  of  England. 
Miss  Martineau,  in  her  '  History  of  the  Thirty  Years' 
Peace,'  ascribes  the  beginning  of  this  movement  to 
a  once  well-known  merchant  and  philanthropist  of 
Liverpool,  the  late  Mr.  William  Eathbone,  whom 
some  of  us  can  still  remember  having  known  in  our 
earlier  years.  Miss  Martineau  had  probably  good 
reasons  for  making  such  a  statement,  and,  at  all 
events,  nothing  is  more  likely  than  that  such  a 
movement  began  in  Liverpool,  and  began  with  such 
a  man.  In  London  the  directors  and  supporters  of 
the  East  India  Company  were  too  powerful  to  give 
much  chance  to  a  hostile  movement  begun  in  the 
metropolis,  and  it  needed  the  energy,  the  commercial 
independence,  and  the  advanced  opinions  of  the 
northern  cities  to  give  it  an  effective  start. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  renewal  of  the 
Company's  charter,  the  Government  had  made  up 
their  mind  that  the  renewal  should  be  conditional  on 
the  abolition  of  the  commercial  monopoly,  and  that 
the  trade  between  the  dominions  of  King  William  and 
the  Eastern  populations  should  be  thrown  open  to  all 
the  King's  subjects.  The  measure  passed  through 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  with  but  little  opposition. 
Mr.  Molesworth  is  perfectly  right  in  his  remarks  as 
to  the  different  sort  of  reception  which  would  have 
been  given  to  such  a  measure  if  the  charter  had 
come  up  for  renewal  before  the  Act  of  Eeform  had 
abolished  the  nomination  boroughs  and  the  various 
other  sham  constituencies.  But  it  is  a  striking  proof 
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of  the  hold  which  the  representative  principle  and 
the  doctrines  of  free  trade  were  already  beginning  to 
have  on  public  opinion  that  the  monopoly  of  the 
East  India  Company  should  not  have  been  able  to 
make  a  harder  fight  for  its  existence.  The  wonder 
which  a  modern  reader  will  be  likely  to  feel  as  he 
studies  the  subject  now  is,  not  that  the  monopoly 
should  have  been  abolished  with  so  little  trouble,  but 
that  rational  men  should  have  admitted  so  long  the 
possibility  of  any  justification  for  its  existence. 

The  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of 
England  gave  an  opportunity,  during  the  same 
session,  for  an  alteration  in  the  conditions  under 
which  the  Bank  maintains  its  legalised  position  and 
its  relations  with  the  State,  and  for  a  further  re- 
organisation of  those  conditions,  which  was  in  itself 
a  distinct  advance  in  the  commercial  arrangements 
of  the  Empire.  Other  modifications  have  taken  place 
from  time  to  time  since  those  days,  and  it  is  enough 
to  say  here  that  the  alterations  made  by  the  first 
reformed  Parliament,  at  the  impulse  of  Lord  Grey 
and  his  colleagues,  were  in  keeping  with  the  move- 
ment of  the  commercial  spirit  and  went  along  the 
path  illumined  by  the  growing  light  of  a  sound 
political  economy. 
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CHAPTER  LXXVIL 
PEEL'S  FORLORN  HOPE. 

LORD  GREY  was  growing  tired  of  the  work  of  that 
Administration.     It  had  been  incessant  work,  and  its 
great  successes  of   later  years  had  been  chequered 
by  some  disappointments,  which,  although  not  deep- 
reaching,  were  irritating  and  disturbing.     Some  of 
his  most  capable  colleagues  had  broken  away  from 
him,  and  he  probably  began  to  feel  that  the  reformers 
all  over  the  country  expected  more  of  him  than  he 
saw  his  way  to  accomplish.     In  1834  he  asked  to  be 
relieved  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  King 
consented,  probably  with  greater  good-will  than  he 
had  felt  in  acceding  to  some  of  Lord  Grey's  previous 
requests,  and  accordingly  Lord  Grey  ceased  to  be 
Prime  Minister.     With  his  resignation  of  office  Lord 
Grey  passes  out  of  this  history  and  takes  an  abiding 
place  in  the  Parliamentary  history  of  his  country. 
He  can  hardly  be  called  a  great  statesman,  for  he 
had  been  mainly  instrumental  in  bringing  to  success 
and  putting  into  legislative  form  the  ideas  of  greater 
men,  but  his  must  be   regarded  as  a  distinguished 
and    noble   figure   among   England's  Parliamentary 
leaders.    He  was  especially  suited  for  the  work  which 
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it  was  his  proud  fortune  to  accomplish  at  the  zenith 
of  his  power,  for  no  one  could  be  better  fitted  than 
he  for  the  task  of  discountenancing  the  wild  alarms 
which  were  felt  by  so  many  belonging  to  what  were 
called  the  privileged  classes  at  the  thought  of  any 
measures  of  reform  which  might  disturb  the  existing 
order  of  things,  and  lead  to  red  ruin  and  the  breaking- 
up  of  laws.  On  Lord  Grey's  retirement  he  was 
succeeded  as  Prime  Minister  by  Lord  Melbourne, 
who  had  previously  been  Home  Secretary.  Lord 
Melbourne  might  have  been  thought  just  the  sort  of 
person  with  whom  King  William  could  easily  get  on, 
because  such  a  Prime  Minister  was  not  likely  to  vex 
his  sovereign's  unwilling  ear  by  too  many  demands 
for  rapid  and  far-reaching  reform.  Melbourne  was  a 
thoroughly  easy,  not  to  say  lazy,  man.  He  was 
certainly  not  wanting  in  intellect,  he  had  some 
culture,  he  was  a  great  reader  of  books  and  a  great 
lover  of  books,  and  he  was  often  only  too  glad  to 
escape  into  literary  talk  and  literary  gossip  from 
discussions  on  political  questions  and  measures  to  be 
introduced  into  Parliament.  He  was  fond  of  society, 
made  himself  generally  agreeable  to  women,  and  was 
usually  well  acquainted  with  the  passing  scandals  of 
high  social  life. 

One  might,  indeed,  have  thought  that  such  a 
man  was  just  the  minister  in  whom  King  William 
would  find  a  congenial  companion  and  adviser. 
But  the  truth  was  that  the  King  had  grown  tired  of 
the  Whig  statesmen,  and  had  long  been  looking  out 
for  an  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  them  on  easy  terms. 
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Perhaps  he  did  not  quite  like  the  idea  of  telling  a 
man  of  Lord  Grey's  stately  demeanour  that  he  wished 
to  dispense  with  his  services  and  saw  in  Lord 
Melbourne  a  minister  who  could  be  approached  on 
any  subject  without  much  sensation  of  awe.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  the  King  soon  found  what  seemed 
to  him  a  satisfactory  opportunity  for  ridding  himself 
of  the  presence  of  his  Whig  advisers.  Lord  Althorp 
was  suddenly  raised  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  Earl  Spencer,  and  of  course 
some  rearrangement  of  the  Ministry  became  neces- 
sary, as  it  would  not  be  possible  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  should  have  a  ministerial  place 
anywhere  but  in  the  House  which  has  the  levying  of 
the  taxes  and  the  spending  of  the  money.  When 
Lord  Melbourne  came  to  advise  with  his  sovereign 
on  the  subject  the  King  informed  him,  in  the  most 
direct  and  off-hand  manner,  that  he  contemplated 
a  much  more  complete  rearrangement  than  Lord 
Melbourne  had  suggested,  and,  in  fact,  that  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  get  rid  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment altogether.  Lord  Melbourne,  of  course,  bowed 
to  the  will  of  his  master,  and,  indeed,  was  not  the 
sort  of  man  to  take  a  dismissal  from  office  greatly  to 
heart,  believing  it,  no  doubt,  quite  likely  that  some 
restoration  to  office  might  await  him,  and  possibly 
feeling  that  life  had  some  enjoyments  left  for  him 
even  though  he  were  never  again  to  be  Prime 
Minister. 

The  King  determined  to  send  for  Sir  Eobert  Peel 
and  entrust  him  with  the  task  of  forming  an  Ad- 
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ministration.  William  had,  as  might  naturally  be 
expected  of  him,  consulted  in  the  first  instance 
with  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  Wellington,  with 
the  practical  good  sense  which  was  a  part  of  his 
character,  had  told  the  sovereign  that  at  such  a 
time  it  was  futile  to  think  of  calling  upon  anyone  to 
become  Prime  Minister  who  had  not  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  As  the  King  was  resolved  to 
have  a  new  Administration,  Peel  was  obviously  the 
man  to  be  entrusted  with  the  task  of  forming  it,  and 
therefore  the  King  sent  for  him  at  once.  But  Peel 
was  not  in  England  ;  he  had  gone  with  his  wife  to 
Italy,  and,  as  we  know  from  his  own  published 
letters,  he  had  not  entered  into  any  communication, 
even  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  as  to  the  probable 
movements  of  political  affairs  in  his  absence,  not 
supposing  for  a  moment  that  any  emergency  could 
arise  at  home  which  might  make  it  necessary  for 
him  to  cut  short  his  holiday  and  return  to  the 
working  ground  of  Westminster.  A  special  messenger 
had  to  be  sent  off  at  once  to  convey  to  Peel  the 
wishes  of  his  sovereign,  and  one  has  to  stop  and 
think  over  things  a  little  before  he  can  quite  realise 
what  it  meant  in  those  days,  which  seem  so  near  our 
own,  to  send  a  special  message  from  London  to  the 
heart  of  Italy.  Peel  was  at  Eome,  and  had  just 
returned  with  his  wife  one  night  from  a  great  ball 
given  by  a  celebrated  Italian  Princess,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  letter  which  urged  him  to  come  back  and 
become  for  the  first  time  Prime  Minister  of  England. 
Peel's  mind  was  at  once  made  up.  That  sense  of 
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duty  which  always  guided  his  movements  dictated 
his  reply.  There  was  for  him  no  question  of  personal 
pride  or  ambition  to  be  gratified,  or  of  any  graceful 
effort  to  affect  the  ways  of  one  who  modestly  shrinks 
from  a  task  beyond  his  power.  He  saw  that  his 
sovereign  needed  his  immediate  services,  and  that 
was  enough  for  him.  He  and  his  wife  were  just  on 
the  eve  of  what  had  promised  to  be  a  delightful 
visit  to  Naples,  but  the  visit  to  Naples  was  put  off 
without  a  second  thought  to  the  indefinite  future, 
and  the  statesman  and  his  wife  set  out  at  once  on 
their  journey  to  London.  The  preparations  for 
such  a  journey  at  that  time  were  such  as  might 
give  pause  even  to  an  experienced  explorer  in  our 
own  easy-going  and  luxurious  age.  Sir  Eobert  Peel, 
of  course,  had  to  travel  by  private  carriage.  He  had 
to  traverse  more  than  one  State  in  order  to  reach  the 
sea  at  Calais.  The  roads  were  dangerous  in  many 
places,  and  Peel  had  to  take  some  well-armed 
servants  with  him.  He  had  to  go  well  provided 
with  the  most  elaborate  official  passports.  He  had 
even  to  obtain  a  special  passport  for  himself,  lest,  in 
the  event  of  his  wife  finding  the  constant  travel  too 
much  for  her,  she  might  have  to  take  rest  at  some 
town  on  the  way,  and  Peel,  if  he  attempted  to 
continue  his  journey,  might  be  stopped  somewhere 
until  he  had  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  lady  who  was  described  in  the 
original  passports  as  his  travelling  companion  and 
his  wife.  The  journey  was  interrupted  by  unfore- 
seen obstacles  in  several  places.  At  one  spot  the 


1834.  PEEL'S    JOURNEY.  o29 

rising  of  a  river  relentlessly  barricaded  the  progress 
of  the  travellers  for  many  hours.  At  another  point 
a  bridge  was  broken  down.  In  France,  Peel  and 
his  wife  were  brought  to  a  stand  at  the  city  of  Lyons 
because  that  city  happened  just  then  to  be  in  a  state 
of  siege,  and  the  travellers  had  to  furnish  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  they  were  not  the  emissaries  of 
some  revolutionary  propaganda.  It  took  twelve 
days  to  cover  the  distance  from  Eome  to  Dover, 
and,  except  for  such  delays  as  have  just  been  men- 
tioned, our  travellers  had  gone  on  night  and  day 
without  stopping.  Even  when  they  arrived  at 
Dover,  Peel  took  no  thought  about  rest,  but  jour- 
neyed on  all  night  until  he  reached  London. 

Peel  himself  tells  us  in  his  memoirs  that  the 
long  travel  had  at  least  the  advantage  of  giving  him 
time  enough  to  think  out  his  course  of  action  and 
the  best  way  of  serving  his  sovereign  and  his 
country.  The  journey,  he  says,  allowed  him  to  do 
this  coolly  and  without  interruption.  He  certainly 
had  time  enough  for  the  purpose,  but  it  must  have 
needed  all  Peel's  strength  of  character  to  enable  him 
to  give  his  mind  up  to  such  considerations  during 
a  course  so  toilsome,  so  rugged,  so  dangerous,  and 
often  so  rudely  interrupted.  He  arrived  in  London 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  December  9, 
1834,  and  he  set  off  at  once  to  present  himself  to  the 
King,  by  whom,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  he  was  very 
cordially  welcomed.  The  welcome  became  all  the 
more  warm  because  he  was  willing  to  accept  the 
important  task  which  the  King  desired  to  entrust  to 
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him,  and  would  enter  without  delay  on  the  work  of 
endeavouring  to  form  a  Ministry.  Now,  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  Peel's  patriotic  purpose  in  undertaking 
this  difficult  task,  we  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  he 
did  not  personally  approve  of  the  King's  action  in 
breaking  up  the  Melbourne  Administration,  or  even  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  broken  up.  He  knew 
well  enough  that  the  King  had  grown  tired  of  the  Whig 
Ministry,  but  he  did  not  think  the  King's  personal 
feelings  were  a  complete  justification  for  William's 
dismissal  of  a  set  of  men  whom  he  had  consented 
to  place  in  power.  Peel  did  not  regard  the  mere 
necessity  for  a  rearrangement  consequent  on  Lord 
Althorp's  removal  to  the  House  of  Lords  as  any- 
thing like  a  fitting  excuse  for  the  break-up  of  the 
whole  Government.  More  than  that,  Peel  had  no 
confidence  in  the  chances  of  a  new  Conservative 
Administration  just  then.  It  was  not  encouraging  to 
a  statesman  about  to  form  his  first  Cabinet  to  have 
to  believe,  as  Peel  did,  that  such  a  Government  would 
be  left  very  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  Opposition, 
and  in  more  than  one  important  or  even  impending 
question  might  at  any  time  be  outvoted  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  None  the  less,  however,  was  Peel 
resolved  to  stand  by  his  sovereign,  who  appeared 
to  be  in  a  difficulty.  The  same  sense  of  public  duty, 
according  to  his  conception  of  public  duty,  which 
guided  him  at  every  great  crisis  of  his  political 
career  decided  his  action  in  this  instance.  He  set 
himself  to  the  work  of  forming  an  Administration  in 
which  he  proposed  to  take  under  his  own  charge  the 
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functions  of  Prime  Minister  and  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  He  knew  that  he  could 
count  on  the  support  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and 
to  Wellington  he  offered  the  post  of  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  which  was  at  once  accepted.  Then 
he  wrote  to  Sir  James  Graham  and  to  Lord  Stanley. 
Both  refused.  Sir  James  Graham,  although  he  de- 
clined to  accept  office,  promised  Peel  all  the  support 
he  could  give  consistently  with  his  own  judgment 
and  his  own  political  views.  Lord  Stanley  wrote  a 
letter  to  Peel  which  has  even  still  both  historical  and 
personal  interest.  Its  historical  interest  consists  in 
the  clear  exposition  it  contains  of  the  various  ques- 
tions which  then  divided  the  two  great  parties  in  the 
State.  Its  personal  interest  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
it  shows  Lord  Stanley  as  the  convinced  reformer,  who 
sees  no  possibility  of  his  joining  an  Administration 
about  to  be  created  by  a  statesman  whose  whole 
career  has  been  antagonistic  to  political  reform. 
Those  of  us  who  remember  the  brilliant  orator  Lord 
Derby,  by  whom  the  office  of  Prime  Minister  was 
three  times  held,  find  it  hard  to  think  of  him  as 
anything  but  a  steady-going  Conservative  at  heart, 
and  may  be  excused  a  shock  of  surprise  when  they 
are  bidden  to  remember  that  in  1834  the  same 
man,  then  Lord  Stanley,  declared  that  he  could  not 
serve  under  Peel  because  Peel  was  not  reformer 
enough  all  round  to  secure  his  co-operation.  Lord 
Stanley  pointed  out,  in  his  letter,  that  between  Peel 
and  himself  there  had  been  a  complete  difference  of 
opinion  on  almost  every  great  public  question  except 
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that  which  concerned  the  State  Church,  and  he 
reminded  Peel  that  so  lately  as  on  the  occasion  of 
Lord  Grey's  retirement  from  office  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  had  seized  the  opportunity  of  publicly  con- 
demning the  whole  policy  of  the  Whig  Administration. 
Under  these  circumstances  Lord  Stanley  declared 
that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  injurious  to  his  own 
character  and  injurious  to  the  new  Government  as 
well  if  he  were  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  place  in  such 
an  Administration.  He  had  left  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment because  he  differed  with  Lord  Grey  on  one 
question  alone,  which  then  had  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
he  could  not  join  a  Government  of  which  Peel  and 
Wellington  were  to  be  the  leaders,  from  whom  he 
had  differed  on  almost  every  great  political  question 
that  had  engaged  the  attention  of  the  country  during 
his  time. 

Peel  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  go  on  with  his  task 
and  form  the  best  Administration  he  could.  Lord 
Lyndhurst  was  once  again  to  be  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
in  such  a  man  Peel  certainly  found  a  colleague  who 
had  no  superior  either  as  a  lawyer  or  a  debater  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Some  of  us  who  can  still  remember 
having  heard  Lord  Lyndhurst  deliver  long  and  power- 
ful speeches  in  the  House  of  Lords,  compelling  the 
attention  and  the  admiration  of  every  listener  when 
the  orator  himself  had  long  left  his  eightieth  year 
behind  him,  will  feel  sure  that  Sir  Kobert  Peel's  first 
Administration  was  adequately  represented  in  the 
hereditary  chamber.  It  is  not  necessary  to  introduce 
here  a  full  list  of  the  new  Ministry,  but  there  are 
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three  names  which  call  for  special  mention.     These 
are  the  names  of  three  young  men  who  then  entered 
ministerial  office  for  the  first  time,  and  with  whom 
the  world  afterwards  became  well  acquainted,  each 
according  to  his  different  way.     One  was  William 
Ewart  Gladstone,  who  became  Junior  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,    and   whom   the    world   has    long    since 
recognised     as    the    greatest     statesman    and     the 
greatest  master  of  the  House  of  Commons    known 
to  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.     The    second    was 
Sidney  Herbert,  who   was    for    many  years  one   of 
the  most  ready,  accomplished,  and  brilliant  debaters 
in   that   House,   and   whose    premature    death    cut 
short  a  career  that  had  seemed  to  be  steadily  rising 
from  day  to  day.     The  third  was  a  man  whose  poli- 
tical life  has  long  since  been  forgotten,  but  whose 
name  is  well  remembered  because  of  his  success  in 
quite  a  different  field — Winthrop  Mackworth  Praed, 
the    charming    author    of    delightful     verses,    the 
founder  of  that  English  school  of  minstrelsy  which 
sings,  for  the  drawing-room  and  the  club-room,  the 
feasts,  and  the  fashions,  the  joys,  and  the  well-ordered 
troubles   of    the    West-End.     Sidney   Herbert    and 
Praed  were  made  joint  Secretaries  to  the  Board  of 
Control,   the   department    established    by   Pitt    for 
directing  the  Government  of  India. 

The  new  Prime  Minister  believed  that  it  would 
be  in  every  way  more  suitable  to  the  convenience 
of  the  country  that  he  and  his  colleagues  should 
submit  their  political  claims  and  purposes  to  the 
judgment  of  the  constituencies  by  means  of  a 
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general  election.  A  dissolution  accordingly  took 
place,  and  Peel  issued  an  address  to  the  electors  of 
Tamworth,  which  will  always  be  regarded  as  an 
important  political  document.  Although  Peel  had 
been  an  opponent  of  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
Eeform  Bill,  no  reformer  in  the  country  understood 
better  than  he  did  the  impossibility,  at  such  a 
time,  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Government 
without  a  thorough  understanding  between  the 
Ministry  and  the  Parliament,  between  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  public  out  of  doors.  No  one  knew 
better  than  Peel  that  the  time  had  gone  by,  never  to 
return,  when  an  English  minister  could  rule  as  an 
English  minister  even  so  lately  as  in  the  days  of  Pitt 
had  done,  merely  by  the  approval  and  the  support  of 
a  monarch  without  the  approval  and  support  of  a 
majority  of  the  electors.  When,  therefore,  Peel 
prepared  his  address  to  his  Tamworth  constituents 
he  knew  perfectly  well  that  his  words  were  meant, 
not  merely  for  the  friendly  ears  of  the  little  con- 
stituency, but  for  the  consideration  of  the  whole 
country.  The  same  feeling  actuated  the  great  states- 
man during  the  entire  course  of  his  subsequent 
career,  and  the  constituency  of  Tamworth  had  there- 
fore the  advantage  of  being  favoured  from  time  to 
time  with  election  addresses  which  form  chapters  of 
the  highest  interest  and  importance  in  the  histo- 
rical literature  of  the  country.  The  address  which 
he  issued  to  his  constituents  before  the  general 
election  in  December  1834  proclaimed,  in  fact,  the 
opening  of  a  new  political  era  in  England. 
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Peel  made  frank  announcement   that,  so  far  as 
he  and  his  friends  were  concerned,  the  controversy 
about  Parliamentary   reform  had    come  to  an  end. 
By  him  and  by  them    the    decision  of   Parliament, 
which  sanctioned  the  introduction  of  the  Eeform  Bill 
of  1832,  was.  accepted  as  a  final  settlement  of  the 
question.     Peel  declared  that  he  regarded  it  as  '  a 
settlement   which    no    friend    to  the  peace    of   the 
country  would  attempt  to  disturb,  either  by  direct 
or  by  insidious  means.'     Of  course  it  was  not  to  be 
understood  that  Peel  had  any  intention  of  describ- 
ing the  Eeform  Act  of  1832    as  the   last   word   of 
the   Eeformers'  creed,  and  the  close  of  all  possible 
controversy  with  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
whole  Parliamentary  system.     Peel  no  more  meant 
to  convey  any  idea  of  this  kind  than  did  Lord  John 
Eussell,  when  he  used  the  word  finality  in  connection 
with  the  Eeform  Act,  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that, 
according  to  his  conviction,  Parliament  was  never 
again  to  be  invited  to  extend  the  electoral  franchise 
or  to  modify  the  conditions  under  which  the  votes  of 
the  electors  were  to  be  given.     The  announcement 
which  Peel  made  to  the  electors  of  Tamworth,  and 
to    the   world   in    general,    was    that   he    and    his 
friends  recognised    the  establishment  of   the  repre- 
sentative principle  in  English  political  life,  accepted 
the  new  order  of   things  as  the  result  of  a  lawful 
decree,  and   separated    themselves    altogether   from 
the    antiquated   Toryism    which    enshrined  the  old 
ideas  of  government  as  a  religious  faith,  and  revered 
the   memory   of  the    nomination   boroughs,    as  the 
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Jacobites  revered  the  memory  of  the  Stuarts.  With 
the  issue  of  Peel's  Tarn  worth  address  in  the  Decem- 
ber of  1834,  the  antique  Tory,  the  Tory  who  made 
Toryism  of  the  ante-reform  days  a  creed  and  a 
cult,  may  be  said  to  disappear  altogether  from  the 
ranks  of  practical  English  politicians.  The  Tory  of 
the  old  school  appears,  no  doubt,  here  and  there 
through  all  Parliamentary  days  down  to  our 
own  time.  We  saw  him  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament as  a  heroic  unteachable  opponent  of  Peel 
himself,  of  Bright  and  Cobden,  of  Gladstone,  and 
sometimes  even  of  Lord  Derby  and  of  Lord  Salis- 
bury, but  he  was  merely  a  living  protest  against 
the  succession  of  new  ideas,  and  was  no  longer  to 
be  counted  as  a  practical  politician. 

Sir  Eobert  Peel  soon  saw  that  he  had  not 
gained  much  by  his  appeal  to  the  constituencies. 
The  results  of  the  general  election  show  that  the 
Conservatives  had  made  a  considerable  addition  to 
their  numbers  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
showed  also  that  they  were  still  in  a  disheartening 
minority.  The  return  of  the  first  Eeform  Parliament 
had,  indeed,  exhibited  them  for  the  time  as  com- 
pletely down  in  the  dust,  for  there  was  a  majority  of 
more  than  three  hundred  against  them,  and  now  the 
Liberal  majority  was  hardly  more  than  one  hundred. 
A  very  hopeful  Conservative,  or  a  Conservative  who 
had  a  profound  faith  in  the  principles  of  antique 
Toryism,  might  fill  himself  with  the  fond  belief  that 
this  increase  in  the  Conservative  vote  foretold  a  gra- 
dual return  to  the  good  old  days.  But  Peel  was 
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too  practical  a  statesman  to  be  touched  for  a 
moment  by  any  such  illusion.  He  had  fully  ex- 
pected some  increase  in  the  Tory  vote.  He  knew, 
as  well  as  anybody  could  know,  that  there  had 
been  some  disappointment  among  the  more  advanced 
and  impatient  reformers  all  over  the  country  with 
the  achievements  of  the  first  reformed  Parliament, 
and,  indeed,  with  the  Act  of  Eeform  itself.  After 
victory  in  a  long-contested  political  battle  there 
comes,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  a  season  of  re- 
laxed effort  among  the  ranks  of  the  victors,  for 
which  allowance  would  have  to  be  made  in  the 
mind  of  such  a  statesman  as  Peel,  and,  in  this 
instance,  allowance  also  had  to  be  made  for  a  fall- 
ing off  in  the  enthusiasm  of  those  who  had  helped 
to  carry  the  Eeform  movement  to  success,  and  found 
themselves  in  the  end  left  out  of  all  its  direct  ad- 
vantages. 

Peel  saw  at  once  that  his  Government  must 
be  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Opposition  when 
any  question  arose  on  which  it  suited  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Opposition  leaders  to  rally  their  whole 
forces  around  them  and  take  a  party  division.  So 
far  as  the  ordinary  business  of  the  session  was  con- 
cerned, the  Ministry  might  get  on  well  enough,  for 
there  must  have  been  a  considerable  amount  of 
routine  work  which  would  not  provoke  the  Opposi- 
tion to  a  trial  of  strength ;  but  if  chance  or  hostile 
strategy  should  bring  about  at  any  moment  a  con- 
troversy which  called  for  a  strictly  party  division, 
then  the  Government  must  go  down.  Nothing  can 
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be  more  trying  to  a  proud-spirited  statesman  in 
office  than  the  knowledge  that  he  can  only  main- 
tain his  Government,  from  day  to  day,  because,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  it  does  not  suit  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  Opposition  to  press  some  vote  which  must 
leave  him  and  his  colleagues  in  a  distinct  minority. 
Peel  had  not  long  to  wait  before  he  found  substan- 
tial evidence  to  justify  his  most  gloomy  forebodings. 
The  new  Parliament  met  on  February  19,  1835. 
The  first  trial  of  strength  was  on  the  election  of  a 
new  Speaker.  The  former  occupant  of  the  office 
having  been  put  forward  for  re-election,  the  Govern- 
ment were  beaten  by  a  majority  of  ten.  Now  this 
was  a  very  damaging  event  for  the  ministers,  and  also 
an  event  somewhat  unusual  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  is  generally  a  sort  of  understanding,  more  or 
less  distinctly  expressed,  that  the  candidate  put  for- 
ward by  the  Government  for  the  office  of  Speaker  is 
to  be  a  man  on  whom  both  sides  of  the  House  can 
agree.  It  is  obviously  undesirable  that  there  should 
be  a  party  struggle  over  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 
cial who  is  assumed  to  hold  an  absolutely  impartial 
position  and  is  not  supposed  to  be  the  mere  favour- 
ite of  either  side  of  the  House.  In  later  years  there 
has  often  been  a  distinct  arrangement,  or,  at  all 
events,  a  clear  understanding,  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Opposition  on  this  subject,  and  a 
candidate  is  not  put  forward  unless  there  is  good 
reason  to  assume  that  he  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
two  great  political  parties.  In  this  instance  no  such 
understanding  existed,  or  had  been  sought  for.  The 
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Opposition  set  up  a  candidate  of  their  own,  and 
the  nominee  of  the  Government  was  defeated. 
There  was,  however,  one  condition  in  this  defeat 
which,  although  it  did  not  take  away  from  the 
ominous  character  of  the  event,  might,  to  a  certain 
extent,  have  relieved  Peel  from  the  necessity  of 
regarding  it  as  an  absolute  party  defeat.  The 
majority  had  been  obtained  for  the  Opposition  by 
the  support  of  the  Irish  members  who  followed  the 
leadership  of  Daniel  O'Connell,  and  thus  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  saw  himself  outvoted  by  a  combination  of  twTo 
parties,  one  of  them  regarded  with  peculiar  dis- 
favour by  the  majority  of  the  English  public  on 
both  sides  of  the  political  field.  It  was  something 
for  the  followers  of  the  Government  to  be  able  to 
say  that  their  Liberal  opponents  had  only  been  able  to 
score  a  success  by  the  help  of  the  unpopular  Irish 
vote,  and  it  became,  in  fact,  a  new  accusation 
against  the  Liberals  that  they  had  traded  on  the 
favour  of  O'Connell  and  his  Irish  followers.  From 
about  this  time  the  Irish  vote  has  always  played  an 
important  part  in  all  the  struggles  of  parties  in  the 
House  of  Commons  ;  and  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
English  Party,  whether  Liberal  or  Tory,  against 
which  that  vote  is  directed  is  always  ready  with 
epithets  of  scorn  and  anger  for  the  English  Party 
for  whom  that  vote  has  been  given. 

Several  other  humiliations  awaited  Peel  as  the 
session  went  on.  Sometimes  he  was  saved  from 
defeat  on  a  question  of  finance  by  the  help  of  the 
more  advanced  Liberals,  who  came  to  his  assistance 
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when  certain  of  his  own  Tory  followers  were  pre- 
pared to  desert  him  because  his  views  on  some  ques- 
tion of  taxation  were  much  too  new-fashioned  for 
their  own  old-fashioned  notions.  Everyone  who  has 
paid  any  attention  to  Parliamentary  history  can 
understand  how  distressing  is  the  position  of  a 
minister  who  has  no  absolute  majority  at  his  com- 
mand, and  how  more  distressing  still  is  the  position 
of  a  minister  who  can  only  look  to  chance  disrup- 
tions and  combinations  of  parties  for  any  possible 
majority.  Peel  bore  himself  throughout  all  the  trials 
of  that  most  trying  time  with  indomitable  courage 
and  with  unfailing  skill.  Never  during  his  whole 
career  did  he  prove  himself  more  brilliant  and 
more  full  of  resource  than  as  the  leader  of  what 
might  be  called  an  utterly  hopeless  struggle.  The 
highest  tribute  has  been  paid  to  his  never-failing 
tact  and  temper  during  that  trying  ordeal  by  his 
principal  opponent  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Lord 
John  Eussell.  Eussell  was  now  the  Leader  of  the 
Liberal  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  struggle  of  parties  was  once  again  illustrated 
by  a  sort  of  continuous  Parliamentary  duel  between 
two  rival  leaders.  The  same  phenomenon  had  been 
seen,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  days  of  Queen  Anne 
and  in  the  days  of  the  Georges,  and  it  was  seen 
again,  at  intervals,  during  some  of  the  most  vivid 
and  fascinating  passages  of  Parliamentary  history  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria. 

The    crisis,   however,    came    soon   to    this    first 
Ministry  of  Sir  Eobert  Peel.     Peel  had  announced,  in 
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a  reasonable  and  manful  spirit,  considering  how  the 
task  of  holding  together  a  Ministry  had  been  imposed 
on  him  and  the  temptation  which  it  afforded  for  the 
attacks  of  irresponsible  enemies,  that  he  would  not 
resign  office  on  any  side  issue  or  question  of  purely 
factitious  importance,  and  that  he  would  hold  his 
place  unless  defeated  by  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
or  a  vote  of  censure.  He  challenged  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House  by  a 
division  on  a  question  of  that  nature.  Lord  John 
Eussell  refused  to  take  any  such  course,  declaring 
that  he  believed  it  his  duty  to  wait  arid  see  what 
might  be  the  nature  of  the  measures  of  reform  which 
the  Government  had  promised  to  introduce  before 
inviting  the  House  to  say  whether  the  Government 
deserved  or  did  not  deserve  its  confidence.  Some  of 
the  measures  announced  by  the  Government  had  to 
do  with  the  reform  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  and 
the  maintenance  of  Church  discipline,  and  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  had  himself  given  notice  of  a  measure  to  deal 
with  the  Irish  tithe  system,  the  principal  object  of 
which  was  understood  to  be  the  transfer  of  the 
liability  of  the  payment  of  tithes  from  the  shoulders 
of  the  tenant  to  the  shoulders  of  the  landlord.  It 
was  not  unreasonable  that  the  Opposition  should 
proclaim  it  their  policy  to  wait  and  see  what  the 
Tory  ministers  really  proposed  to  do  before  assailing 
them  with  a  direct  and  general  vote  of  want  of 
confidence.  Even,  however,  if  the  Opposition  had 
been  inclined  to  linger  before  inviting  a  real  trial  of 
strength,  there  was  a  feeling  growing  up  all  over 


342    A   HISTORY   OF    WILLIAM   THE   FOURTH.  OH.  LXXVII. 

the  country  which  seemed  impatient  of  mere  episo- 
dical encounters  leading  to  nothing  in  particular. 
The  Leaders  of  the  Opposition  had  a  very  distinct 
policy  in  their  minds,  and  on  March  30, 1835,  it  found 
its  formal  expression. 

Lord  John  Eussell  moved  a  resolution  which 
called  upon  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee '  in  order  to  consider  the  present  state  of 
the  Church  established  in  Ireland,  with  the  view 
of  applying  any  surplus  of  revenues  not  required 
for  the  spiritual  care  of  its  members  to  the  general 
education  of  all  classes  of  the  people  without  dis- 
tinction of  religious  persuasion.'  Now  here,  it  will 
be  seen,  was  the  battle-ground  distinctly  marked 
out  on  which  the  two  political  parties  must  come, 
sooner  or  later,  to  a  decisive  struggle.  About  the 
collection  of  tithes,  about  the  imposition  of  tithes, 
about  the  class  of  the  community  on  whom  the  direct 
responsibility  for  the  payment  of  tithes  ought  to  fall, 
there  might  possibly  be  a  basis  of  agreement  found 
between  Tories  and  Whigs.  But  when  there  arose 
a  question  as  to  the  appropriation  of  the  Church 
revenues,  there  the  old  doctrines  and  the  new,  the 
old  Tories  and  the  new  Eeformers,  came  into  irre- 
concilable antagonism.  The  creed  of  the  Tories 
was  that  the  revenues  of  the  Church  belonged  to  the 
Church  itself,  and  that  if  the  Church  had  a  surplus  of 
funds  here  or  there  for  any  one  particular  purpose 
that  surplus  could  be  applied  by  it  to  some  of  its 
other  purposes,  but  that  no  legislature  had  any  right 
to  say  to  the  Church, '  You  have  more  money  here  than 
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is  needed  for  your  own  rights,  and  we  have  a  right 
to  take  part  of  it  away  from  you  and  apply  it  for  the 
uses  of  the  general  public.'  The  Government,  there- 
fore, accepted  Lord  John  Eussell's  resolution  as  a 
distinct  challenge  to  a  trial  of  strength  on  an  essential 
question  of  policy. 

The  debate  which  followed  lasted  through  four 
days,  and  all  the  members  of  the  House  on  both 
sides  took  part  in  it.  The  reports  of  that  momen- 
tous debate  may  be  read  with  the  deepest  interest 
even  at  this  day,  when  some  of  the  prophecies 
intended  as  terrible  warnings  by  some  of  the  Con- 
servative orators  have  long  since  been  verified  as 
facts,  and  are  calmly  accepted  by  all  parties  as  the 
inevitable  results  of  rational  legislation.  Sir  Eobert 
Peel,  Lord  Stanley,  Sir  James  Graham,  and  most 
others  who  spoke  on  the  Ministerial  side  spoke  with 
one  voice,  in  warning  the  House  of  Commons  that  if 
it  claimed  a  right  to  touch  any  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Irish  State  Church  in  order  to  appropriate  them  for 
the  general  education  of  the  Irish  people,  the  result 
must  be  that  the  time  would  come  when  the  Irish 
Church  itself  would  no  longer  be  held  sacred  against 
the  desecrating  hand  of  the  modern  reformer,  would 
be  treated  as  no  longer  necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  would  be  severed  from  the 
State  and  left  upon  a  level  with  the  Eoman  Catholic 
Church  and  the  various  dissenting  denominations. 

One  appeal  which  may  be  said  to  run  through  the 
whole  of  the  speeches  on  the  side  of  the  Government 
is  familiar  to  the  readers  and  the  audiences  of  all 
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political  debates,  where  any  manner  of  Eeform  is 
under  discussion.  '  You  are  asked ' — so  runs  the  argu- 
ment— '  to  adopt  this  sort  of  policy  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  a  certain  class  of  the  popula- 
tion ;  but  how  do  you  know,  what  guarantee  can  you 
give  us,  that  when  we  have  granted  these  demands 
they  will  be  content  and  will  not  immediately  begin 
to  ask  for  more  ?  We  granted  Catholic  Emancipation 
in  order  to  satisfy  Ireland,  and  now  is  Ireland  satisfied? 
It  was  only  the  other  day  we  granted  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, and  now  already  Ireland  declares,  through  her 
representatives,  that  she  ought  to  have  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Irish  State  Church  taken  away  from 
that  Church  and  applied  to  the  common  uses  of  the 
Irish  people.  If  she  gets  even  that,  will  Ireland  be 
contented  ?  Will  she  not  go  on  to  demand  repeal  of 
the  Union  ? '  We  turn  with  peculiar  interest  to  the 
speech  of  a  young  Tory  member  which  was  listened 
to  with  great  attention  during  the  debate,  and  was 
believed  to  contain  unmistakable  promise  of  an  im- 
portant political  career.  So  indeed  it  did,  although 
the  promise  that  career  actually  realised  was  not 
altogether  of  the  kind  which  most  of  its  audience 
were  led  to  anticipate.  It  was  the  speech  of  Mr. 
William  Ewart  Gladstone.  'The  present  motion,' 
said  Mr.  Gladstone,  c  opens  a  boundless  road — it  will 
lead  to  measure  after  measure,  to  expedient  after 
expedient,  till  we  come  to  the  recognition  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  as  the  national  one.  In 
principle,  we  propose  to  give  up  the  Protestant 
Establishment.  If  so,  why  not  abandon  the  political 
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government  of  Ireland  and  concede  the  repeal  of  the 
legislative  union.'  '  There  is  no  principle,'  he  went 
on  to  say,  c  on  which  the  Protestant  Church  can  be 
permanently  upheld,  but  that  it  is  the  Church  which 
teaches  the  truth.'  That,  he  insisted,  was  the  position 
which  the  House  ought  to  maintain  without  allowing 
its  decision  to  be  affected  by  the  mere  assertion, 
even  if  the  assertion  were  capable  of  proof,  that 
the  revenues  of  the  State  Church  in  Ireland  were 
entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  Protestant  population.  Mr.  Gladstone,  however, 
had  the  mind  of  the  financier  even  in  those  early 
days  of  his  career,  and  he  was  at  some  pains  to  argue 
that  the  disproportion  between  the  numbers  of  the 
Protestant  and  the  Catholic  populations  in  Ireland 
was  not  so  great  as  Lord  John  Eussell  had  asserted. 
He  made  out  this  part  of  his  case  ingeniously  enough 
by  including  in  the  Protestant  population  in  Ireland 
all  the  various  members  of  the  dissenting  denomina- 
tions, many  or  most  of  whom  were  as  little  likely  to 
attend  the  administrations  of  the  Established  Church 
as  the  Eoman  Catholics  themselves. 

Gladstone's  speech  was  thoroughly  consistent  in 
its  opposition  to  Lord  John  Eussell's  resolution  on 
the  ground  that  that  resolution,  if  pressed  to  its 
legitimate  conclusion,  assailed  the  whole  principle 
on  which  the  State  Church  in  Ireland  was  founded. 
'  I  hope,'  he  said,  '  I  shall  never  live  to  see  the  day 
when  such  a  system  shall  be  adopted  in  this  country, 
for  the  consequences  of  it  to  public  men  will  be 
lamentable  beyond  all  description.  If  those  in- 
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dividuals  who  are  called  on  to  fulfil  the  high  func- 
tion of  administering  public  affairs  should  be  com- 
pelled to  exclude  from  their  consideration  the  elements 
of  true  religion,  and  to  view  various  strange  and 
conflicting  doctrines  in  the  same  light,  instead  of 
administering  those  noble  functions,  they  will  become 
helots  and  slaves.'  The  weakness  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
case  was  found  in  the  fact  that  he  insisted  on  regard- 
ing the  State  Church  in  Ireland  as  resting  on  pre- 
cisely the  same  foundations  as  those  which  upheld 
the  State  Church  in  England.  The  truth  was  after- 
wards brought  home  to  him  that  every  argument 
which  could  be  fairly  used  to  justify  the  maintenance 
of  the  State  Church  in  England  was  but  another 
argument  for  the  abolition  of  the  State  Church  in 
Ireland — a  work  which  it  became  at  last  his  duty  to 
accomplish.  '  I  shall  content  myself,'  said  Daniel 
O'Connell  in  his  speech  in  the  debate,  '  with  laying 
down  the  broad  principle  that  the  emoluments  of  a 
Church  ought  not  to  be  raised  from  a  people  who  do 
not  belong  to  it.  Ireland  does  not  ask  for  a  Catholic 
Establishment.  The  Irish  desire  political  equality  in 
every  respect,  except  that  they  would  not  accept  a 
single  shilling  for  their  Church.' 

Sir  Eobert  Peel  made  a  speech  which  was  at  once 
very  powerful  and  very  plausible.  It  was  not,  per- 
haps, pitched  in  a  very  exalted  key,  but  it  was  full  of 
argument,  at  once  subtle  and  telling.  He  challenged 
the  accuracy  of  Lord  John  Eussell's  figures,  and 
declaimed  against  the  injustice  of  inviting  the  House 
to  pass  a  resolution  founded  on  statistics  which  it 
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had  as  yet  no  possible  opportunity  of  verifying  or 
even  of  examining.  He  pointed  out  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  already  given  notice  of  their  intention  to 
bring  in  measures  to  deal  with  the  very  question 
concerned  in  Lord  John  Eussell's  resolution ;  and  he 
asked  what  sincerity  there  could  be  in  the  purposes 
of  men  who  professed  a  desire  to  amend  as  quickly 
as  possible  the  tithe  system  in  Ireland,  and  who  yet 
were  eager  to  deprive  the  Government  of  any  chance 
of  bringing  forward  the  measures  which  they  had 
prepared  in  order  to  accomplish  that  very  object. 
The  main  argument  of  the  speech  was  directed  not 
so  much  against  the  policy  embodied  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  Lord  John  Kussell,  as  against  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  carry  out  that  policy.  Sir 
Eobert  Peel  declared  that  the  object  of  the  Opposition 
was  not  to  effect  any  improvement  in  the  relations  of 
the  State  Church  of  Ireland  and  the  people  of  Ireland, 
but  simply  and  solely  to  turn  out  the  Government. 
Why  not,  he  asked,  come  to  the  point  boldly  and  at 
once  ?  Why  not  bring  forward  a  vote  of  censure  on 
the  Government,  or  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Government,  and  thus  compel  them,  if  defeated, 
to  go  out  of  office,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  enforce 
on  them  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  dealing  with 
questions  which  the  Government  had  already  pro- 
mised to  make  the  subject  of  legislation,  and  without 
waiting  to  hear  what  manner  of  legislation  they  were 
prepared  to  introduce  ? 

There  was  an   eloquent  defiance  in  the   closing 
words  of  Peel's  speech.      The  great  minister  knew 
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that  defeat  was  awaiting  him,  and  he  showed  him- 
self resolved  to  meet  it  half  way.  At  three  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  April  3  the  division  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  Lord  John  Eussell  took  place.  There  were 
322  votes  for  the  resolution  and  289  against  it. 
The  resolution  was  therefore  carried  by  a  majority  of 
33.  The  student  of  history  will  observe  with  interest 
that  the  abolition  of  the  Irish  State  Church  was  the 
result  of  a  series  of  resolutions  carried  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1868,  and  after- 
wards embodied  in  an  act  of  legislation. 

The  debate  on  Lord  John  Eussell's  resolution  was 
carried  on  for  a  few  days  longer,  but  it  was  chiefly 
concerned  with  mere  questions  as  to  the  form  in 
which  the  Ministry  were  called  upon  to  give  effect  to 
the  wish  of  the  majority,  and  submit  the  resolution 
to  the  King.  There  was  no  heart  or  practical 
purpose  in  these  debates,  for  everybody  already 
knew  what  the  end  must  be.  On  April  8  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  announced  to  the  House  that  he  could  not  take 
any  part  in  giving  effect  to  the  resolution,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  and  his  colleagues  had  determined  on 
resigning  their  offices.  The  course  taken  by  Peel 
was  thoroughly  honest,  consistent,  and  upright,  and 
Lord  John  Eussell  bore  prompt  and  willing  testimony 
to  the  constitutional  propriety  of  the  retiring  Prime 
Minister's  resolve.  The  Peel  Ministry  had  come  to 
its  end.  The  country  had  been  put  to  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  a  general  election,  valuable  time 
had  been  wasted,  legislative  preparations  had  been 
thrown  away,  and  everything  was  now  back  again 
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in  just  the  same  condition  as  when  the  King  made 
up  his  mind  to  dismiss  the  Melbourne  Administration. 
The  whole  blame  for  the  muddle  rested  on  the  King, 
who  now  found  himself  compelled  to  take  up  again 
with  Lord  Melbourne  just  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
The  King,  indeed,  made  an  attempt  to  induce  Lord 
Grey  to  come  out  of  his  retirement  and  form  another 
Ministry  ;  but  Lord  Grey  was  not  to  be  prevailed 
upon  to  accept  such  an  invitation,  and  William  had 
to  gulp  down  his  personal  objections  and  invite  Lord 
Melbourne  to  come  back  once  more  and  take  charge 
of  the  Government  of  the  country. 

Lord  Melbourne  had  no  difficulty  in  forming  an 
Administration,  and  it  was  on  the  whole  very  much 
the  same  in  its  composition  as  that  which  King 
William  had  so  rudely  dismissed  only  a  few  months 
before.  But  there  were  some  new  names  in  the  list, 
and  there  was  one  very  remarkable  omission.  Lord 
Brougham  was  not  one  of  the  members  of  the  new 
Government.  Lord  Melbourne  had  made  up  his 
mind  that  if,  perhaps,  there  could  be  no  living  with- 
out such  a  colleague,  there  certainly  could  be  no 
living  with  him,  and  he  preferred  the  chance  to  the 
certainty.  The  greatest  sensation  was  produced  all 
over  the  country  when  it  was  found  that  Lord 
Brougham  was  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  new 
Administration.  In  and  out  of  Parliament  the  ques- 
tion became  a  subject  of  keen  and  vehement  dis- 
cussion. The  energy  and  the  eloquence  of  Brougham 
had  held  a  commanding  place  among  the  forces  by 
which  Parliamentary  reform  had  been  effected,  and 
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the   wonder   was   how   any  Eeform   Ministry  could 
venture  to  carry  on  the  work  of  government,  not 
merely  without  the  co-operation  of  such  a  man,  but 
with  every  likelihood  of  his  active  and  bitter  hos- 
tility.   At  one  time  the  report  went  abroad,  and  found 
many   ready  believers,  that    there  were   periods  in 
Brougham's   life  when    his    great   intellect    became 
clouded,  as  Chatham's  had  been  at  one  time,  and  that 
the  Liberal  Ministry  found  it  therefore  impossible  to 
avail   themselves  of  his  fitful  services.     Lord  Mel- 
bourne himself  once  made  an  emphatic  appeal  to  his 
audience  in  the  House  of  Lords,  after  Lord  Brougham 
had  delivered  a  speech  there  of  characteristic  power 
and   eloquence.      Melbourne  invited  the   House    to 
consider  calmly  how  overmastering  must  have  been 
the  reasons  which  compelled  any  body  of  rational 
statesmen  to  deprive  themselves  of  such  a  man's  co- 
operation.    It    would    appear,   however,    that     the 
reasons   which   influenced  Melbourne   and   his   col- 
leagues were  given  by  Brougham's  own  passionate 
and  ungovernable  temper,  his  impatience  of  all  disci- 
pline, his  sudden  changes  of  mood  and  purpose,  his 
overmastering  egotism,  and  his  frequent  impulse  to 
strike  out  for  himself  and  to  disregard  all  considera- 
tions of  convenience  or  compromise,  all  calculations 
as  to  the  effect  of  an  individual  movement  on  the 
policy  of  an  Administration. 

From  that  time  Brougham  had  nothing  more 
to  do  with  ministerial  work.  He  became  merely 
an  independent,  a  very  independent,  member  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  To  the  close  of  his  long 
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career  he  was  a  commanding  figure  in  the  House 
and  in  the  country,  but  it  was  an  individual  figure, 
an  eccentric  figure,  whose  movements  must  always 
excite  interest,  must  often  excite  admiration,  but 
from  whom  guidance  and  inspiration  were  never  to 
be  expected.  Even  on  some  of  the  great  questions 
with  which  the  brightest  part  of  his  career  had 
been  especially  associated  he  often  failed  to  exercise 
the  influence  which  might  have  been  expected  from 
a  man  of  such  gifts  and  such  achievements.  Through 
the  remainder  of  his  life  he  could  always  arouse  the 
attention  of  the  country,  and  indeed  of  the  civilised 
world  when  he  so  willed,  but  his  work  as  a  political 
leader  was  done. 

The  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  was  left  for  a  while 
vacant,  or,  to  describe  the  fact  in  more  technical 
language,  was  put  into  commission.  The  commission 
was  made  up  of  the  Master  of  the  Eolls,  the  Yice- 
Chancellor,  and  one  of  the  Judges.  After  a  time 
Lord  Cottenham  was  made  Lord  Chancellor.  Lord 
John  Eussell  became  Home  Secretary,  and  Lord 
Palmers  ton  was  Foreign  Secretary.  Among  the  new 
names  on  the  list  of  the  Administration  was  that  of 
Sir  Henry  Parnell,  who  became  Paymaster-General 
and  Paymaster  of  the  Navy,  and  that  of  Sir  George 
Grey,  who  was  Under-Secretary  of  the  Colonies,  and 
afterwards  rose  to  hold  high  office  in  many  a  Govern- 
ment, and  had  at  one  time  the  somewhat  undesirable 
reputation  of  being  the  rapidest  speaker  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

King  William  must  have  put  a  strong  constraint 
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upon  himself  when  he  found  that  he  had  to  receive, 
on  terms  at  least  of  civility,  so  many  of  the  men,  as 
ministers,  whom  he  had  abruptly  dismissed  from  his 
service  not  long  before.  For  a  considerable  time  he 
put  up  with  them  rather  than  received  them,  and 
maintained  a  merely  official  relationship  with  them 
so  far  even  as  not  to  invite  them  to  dinner.  After  a 
time,  however,  his  Majesty  somewhat  softened  in 
temper ;  the  relations  between  him  and  his  advisers 
became  less  strained ;  and  he  even  went  so  far  as  to 
invite  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  to  dinner,  and 
expressed  in  his  invitation  the  characteristic  wish 
that  each  guest  would  drink  at  least  two  bottles  of 
wine.  When  the  construction  of  the  new  Ministry 
had  been  completed,  Parliament  reassembled  on 
April  18  ;  but  that  meeting  was  little  more  than  of 
formal  character,  as  the  Houses  had  again  to  adjourn 
in  order  to  enable  the  new  members  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  to  resign  and  seek, 
according  to  constitutional  usage,  for  re-election  at 
the  hands  of  their  constituents.  The  only  public 
interest  attaching  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  on 
April  18  was  found  in  an  attempt,  made  by  two 
Tory  peers,  to  extract  from  Lord  Melbourne  some 
public  explanation  as  to  his  dealings  with  O'Connell 
and  the  Irish  party.  Lord  Melbourne  was  quite 
equal  to  the  occasion,  and  nothing  could  be  drawn 
from  him  further  than  the  declaration  that  he  had 
entered  into  no  arrangements  whatever  with  O'Con- 
nell ;  that  if  the  Irish  members  should,  on  any  occa- 
sion, give  him  their  support,  he  should  be  happy  to 
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receive  it,  but  that  he  had  not  taken  and  did  not 
mean  to  take  any  steps  to  secure  it.  The  incident  is 
worth  noting  because  it  serves  to  illustrate,  once 
again,  the  effect  of  the  new  condition  which  had  been 
introduced  into  the  struggles  of  the  two  great  poli- 
tical parties  by  the  passing  of  the  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation Act,  and  the  consequent  admission  of  Irish 
Catholic  members  into  the  House  of  Commons. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  new  Administration 
were  not  successful  when  they  made  their  appeal  to 
their   old   constituencies.      Lord   John   Eussell,  for 
instance,  was  beaten  in  South  Devonshire  by  a  Tory 
antagonist,  and  a  vacancy  had  to  be  made  for  him  in 
the  little  borough  of  Stroud,  the  representative  of 
which  withdrew  in  order  to  oblige  the  leaders  of  his 
party,  and  obtained,  in  return   for  his  act  of  self- 
sacrifice,  an  office  under  Government.    Lord  Palmer- 
ston  was  placed  in  a  difficulty  of  the  same  kind,  and 
a   vacancy  was   made  for   him    in  the  borough   of 
Tiverton  by  the  good-nature  and  the  public  spirit  of 
its  sitting  representative,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
end  of  his  long  career  Lord    Palmerston  continued 
to  be  the  member  for  Tiverton,  which  indeed  won, 
by  that  fact  alone,  a  conspicuous  place  in  Parlia- 
mentary history.     There  were  other  disturbances  of 
the  same  kind  in  the  relations  of  the  members  of  the 
new  Government  and  their  former  constituents,  and 
it   was   clear   enough   that  a  certain   reaction   was 
still   working  against    the   political   impulse  which 
had  carried  the  Eeform  measures  to  success.     Still,  it 
was  clear  that  the  new  Government  had  come  into 
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power  as  a  Government  of  reformers,  and  Lord  Mel- 
bourne found  himself  compelled  to  go  on  with  the 
work  of  reform.  Nothing  could  be  less  in  keeping 
with  his  habits  and  the  inclinations  of  his  easy-going 
nature.  It  used  to  be  said  of  him  that  whenever  he 
was  urged  to  set  about  any  work  of  the  kind  his 
instinctive  impulse  always  was  to  meet  the  suggestion 
with  the  question :  '  Why  can't  you  let  it  alone  ? ' 
Now,  however,  he  had  in  his  Cabinet  some  men,  like 
Lord  John  Eussell,  whose  earnestness  in  the  cause  of 
Eeform  was  genuine  and  unconquerable  ;  and  if  Lord 
Melbourne  was  too  indolent  to  press  forward  reforms 
on  his  own  account,  he  was  also  too  indolent  to  resist 
such  a  pressure  when  put  on  him  by  others. 

There  was  one  great  pressing  and  obvious  reform 
which  remained  to  be  accomplished  and  ought  natu- 
rally to  follow  on  the  reorganisation  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary system.  That  was  the  reorganisation  of 
the  municipal  system.  The  municipal  work  of  the 
country,  the  management  of  all  the  various  and  com- 
plicated relations  which  concerned  the  local  affairs  of 
the  whole  community,  had  become  a  mere  chaos  of 
anomalies,  anachronisms,  and,  in  too  many  instances, 
of  reckless  mismanagement  and  downright  corrup- 
tion. If  the  sort  of  so-called  representation  which 
prevailed  in  the  Parliamentary  constituencies  was,  up 
to  1832,  an  absurdity  and  a  fraud,  it  was  not  perhaps 
on  the  whole  quite  so  absurd  or  altogether  so  fraudu- 
lent as  that  which  set  itself  up  for  a  representative 
system  in  the  arrangements  of  the  municipal  cor- 
porations. As  in  the  case  of  the  Parliamentary 
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system,  so  in  the  case  of  the  municipal  system,  the 
organisation  had  begun  with  an  intelligible  principle 
to  guide  it ;  but,  during  the  lapse  of  years  and  even 
of  centuries,  the  original  purpose  had  been  swamped 
by  the  gradual    and   always    increasing    growth  of 
confusion  and  corruption.     The  municipal  arrange- 
ments of  England  had  begun  as  a  practical  protest 
against  the  feudal  system.     While  the  feudal  laws  or 
customs  still  prevailed,  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
working  classes  were  really  little  better  than  serfs  at 
the  absolute  control  of  their  feudal  lords  and  masters. 
The   comparatively   small   proportion    of  men   who 
formed  the  trading  class  of  the  community  found 
themselves  compelled  to  devise  some  kind  of  arrange- 
ment for  the  security  of  themselves,  their  traffic,  and 
their  property  against  the  dominion  of  the  ruling 
class.     It  was  practically  impossible  that  a  mere  serf 
could  devote  his  energies  to  a  craft  or  trade  with  any 
hope  of  independence  for  himself  or  any  chance  of 
contributing  to  the  prosperity  of  his  working  and 
trading   neighbours.      The   trading,  manufacturing, 
and   commercial  classes  in  each  locality  began   to 
form  themselves  into  groups,  or  what  might  be  called 
guilds,  of  their  own,  with  the  object  of  common  pro- 
tection, in  order  to  secure  an  opening  for  their  traffic 
and  their  industry,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
earnings  and  the  profits  which  came  of  their  skill 
and    energy.      These   trading   groups    asserted   for 
themselves   their   right   to   free   action   in   all   that 
regarded   the   regulation    of    their    work    and   the 
secure    disposal    of   their    profits,    and    thus    they 
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became  what  might  be  called  governing  bodies  in 
each  separate  locality.  One  common  principle  of 
these  governing  bodies  was  that  no  one  should  be 
allowed  to  become  a  craftsman  or  trader  in  any  dis- 
trict if  he  were  a  serf,  and  they  claimed,  and 
gradually  came  to  maintain,  the  right  to  invest 
others  with  the  title  and  privileges  of  free  men. 
This  right  of  freemanship  soon  became  hereditary, 
and  the  male  children  of  a  freeman  were  to  be  free 
men  themselves.  In  many  communities  the  man  who 
married  a  freeman's  daughter  acquired,  if  he  had  not 
been  free  before,  the  right  of  freemanship.  No  quali- 
fication of  residence  was  necessary  to  enable  a  man 
thus  to  become  free.  The  self-organised  community, 
whatever  it  might  be,  had  the  right  of  creating  any 
stranger  a  freeman  according  as  it  thought  fit. 

We  find  this  ancient  system  still  in  harmless  and 
graceful  illustration  when  a  public  man  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  the  service  of  the  country 
is  honoured  by  admission  to  the  freedom  of  some 
ancient  city.  But  in  the  far-off  days,  when  the 
system  was  in  practical  operation,  the  unlimited 
right  of  creating  freemen  came  to  mean  that  in 
many  cities,  towns,  and  localities  of  all  descriptions 
a  number  of  outsiders  who  had  no  connection  by 
residence,  property,  or  local  interest  of  any  kind 
with  the  district,  and  who  were  wholly  irresponsible 
to  the  public  opinion  of  the  local  community,  had 
the  right  to  interfere  in  the  management  of  its  affairs 
and  to  become  members  of  its  municipal  body.  For 
the  local  traders  soon  began  to  form  themselves  into 
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councils  or  committees  for  the  management  of  the 
local  affairs,  and,  in  fact,  became  what  might  be 
described  as  self- elected  municipal  corporations  ; 
trustees  who  had  assumed  the  trust  for  themselves  ; 
local  law-makers  whose  term  of  office  was  lifelong, 
and  against  whose  decision  there  was  no  available 
court  of  appeal.  In  some  cases  these  local  bodies 
actually  arrogated  to  themselves  the  right  of  passing 
penal  laws,  and  trying  cases  and  awarding  punish- 
ments. The  local  municipalities  sometimes  exercised 
the  power  of  appointing  Eecorders  to  preside  over 
their  courts  of  law,  and  it  happened  in  many  in- 
stances that  the  municipal  body  made  no  condition 
as  to  the  Eecorder  being  a  member  of  any  branch  of 
the  legal  profession.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point 
out  some  of  the  inevitable  consequences  of  such  a 
system.  The  municipal  bodies  voted  what  salaries 
they  pleased  out  of  the  local  funds,  and  named 
according  to  their  pleasure  the  persons  to  receive 
the  salaries.  They  disposed  of  the  corporate  revenues 
in  any  way  they  thought  fit — and,  indeed,  in  many 
cases  they  claimed  and  annexed  as  corporate  property 
possessions  that  had  always,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
annexation,  been  supposed  to  belong  to  the  public  at 
large.  They  usurped  for  themselves  all  manner  of 
privileges  and  so-called  rights,  and,  if  they  thought 
fit,  offered  them  for  purchase  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  whole  governing  body  often  consisted  of  a  very 
small  number  of  residents  who  had  elected  them- 
selves to  office,  and  as  they  had  the  power  of  making 
themselves  very  disagreeable  to  disputants  they  did 
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not  often  find  individuals  public  spirited  enough  to 
challenge  their  right  of  local  control.  It  happened 
much  more  frequently  that  if  any  man  were  strong 
enough  to  make  his  opposition  inconvenient  or  un- 
comfortable for  the  local  rulers,  they  got  over  the 
trouble  by  prevailing  on  him  to  become  one  of  them- 
selves, to  share  their  privileges  and  profits,  and  to 
strengthen  their  authority.  A  local  magnate,  the 
head  of  some  great  family,  a  peer  of  old  descent, 
was  often  thus  "  nobbled  " — to  use  a  modern  collo- 
quialism— and  was  allowed  to  make  as  many  freemen 
as  he  pleased  and  to  take  whatever  part  he  would  in 
the  control  of  municipal  affairs. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  say  that  the 
municipalities  became  a  constantly  working  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  this  or  that  political  party. 
Wherever  the  Whigs  or  the  Tories  were  strong,  there 
the  constituencies,  such  as  they  were,  could  always 
be  placed  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  some  local 
magnate.  Even  in  the  districts  where  there  was  but 
little  actual  corruption  there  was  often  the  most 
extravagant  waste  of  the  public  funds  and  public 
property,  and  the  most  utter  neglect  of  all  the  ordi- 
nary ways  of  business  and  of  economy.  For  a  long 
time  the  increasing  evils  of  the  system  had  been 
attracting  the  attention  and  arousing  the  alarm  of 
enlightened  and  public-spirited  men  all  over  the 
country,  and  of  course  when  the  great  measure  of 
reform  had  dealt  with  the  political  system,  it  was 
obvious  that  the  reforming  hand  must  before  long 
touch  the  municipal  system  as  well.  Shortly  after 
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the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill  Lord  Althorp  had 
appointed  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
history,  growth,  and  working  of  the  municipal  cor- 
porations, and  the  report  had  brought  out  an  im- 
mense amount  of  systematised  information  on  which 
the  Liberal  statesmen,  now  once  again  in  office,  were 
determined  to  act.  Lord  Melbourne  entrusted  the 
task  of  preparing  and  conducting  through  the  House 
of  Commons  a  measure  for  this  purpose  to  the 
capable  hands  of  Lord  John  Eussell,  who  was  now 
the  leader  of  the  Government  in  that  House.  Lord 
John  Eussell's  measure  was,  in  fact,  the  foundation 
of  the  whole  municipal  system  which  we  see  spread 
over  the  country  in  our  times.  It  proposed  to  begin 
by  abolishing  altogether  the  freeman  system  and 
placing  the  election  of  local  governing  bodies  in  the 
hands  of  residents  who  paid  a  certain  amount  of 
taxation.  In  fact,  it  made  the  municipal  bodies 
representative  in  just  the  same  sense  as  the  Parlia- 
mentary constituencies  had  been  made  representative 
by  the  Eeform  Act.  It  remodelled  altogether  the 
local  law  courts  and  legal  arrangements  of  the 
municipalities,  and  ordered  that  the  appointment  of 
Eecorders  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  that 
each  Eecorder  was  to  be  a  barrister  of  a  certain 
standing,  and  that  a  Eecorder  should  be  nominated 
for  every  borough  which  undertook  to  provide  a 
suitable  salary  for  the  occupant  of  the  office.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  for  the  proper  management  of 
charitable  trusts  and  funds. 

The  measure   was  to   apply   to    183   boroughs, 
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not  including  the  metropolis,  with  an  average  of 
11,000  persons  to  each  borough.  Some  of  the 
larger  boroughs  were  to  be  divided  into  wards,  and 
in  most  cases  the  intention  of  the  measure  was 
that  the  boundaries  of  the  Parliamentary  borough 
should  be  the  boundaries  of  the  municipal  borough 
as  well.  The  governing  body  of  each  municipality 
was  to  consist  of  a  Mayor  and  Councillors,  the  Coun- 
cillors to  be  elected  by  resident  ratepayers.  It  was 
proposed  that  the  rights  of  living  freemen  were  to  be 
maintained,  but  as  each  life  lapsed  the  right  was  to 
be  extinguished,  and  thus  the  whole  freeman  system 
was  to  die  out  and  all  exclusive  trading  privileges 
were  to  be  abolished.  The  Bill,  as  introduced  by 
Lord  John  Eussell,  only  applied  to  England  and 
Wales ;  but  O'Connell  demanded  that  Ireland  should 
also  be  included  in  the  reform,  and  it  was  finally 
agreed  that  a  Bill  of  the  same  nature  should  be 
brought  in  for  Ireland,  and  that  arrangements  should 
be  made  with  the  Scottish  representatives  to  have 
the  provisions  of  the  measure  applied  also  to  Scotland 
so  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  usages  and  the 
desire  of  the  Scottish  people. 

Sir  Eobert  Peel  did  not  offer  any  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure,  although  he  criticised  it 
severely  enough  in  some  of  its  provisions.  His 
speech,  however,  was  distinctly  a  declaration  in 
favour  of  some  comprehensive  scheme  of  municipal 
reform,  and  might  fairly  have  been  regarded  rather 
as  a  help  than  as  a  hindrance  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Government.  The  example  set  by  Sir  Eobert  Peel 
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had  naturally  much  influence  over  the  greater  number 
of  the  Conservative  party,  and  only  some  very  old- 
fashioned  Conservatives  seemed  inclined  to  make  a 
stand  against  the  measure.  Mr.  Grote  seized  the 
opportunity  to  introduce  a  motion  for  the  adoption 
of  the  ballot  in  municipal  elections,  but  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  he  did  not  secure  support 
enough  on  either  side  of  the  House  to  win  success 
for  his  proposition.  The  Bill  passed  through  the 
House  of  Commons  without  any  important  change 
in  its  character,  but  it  met  with  very  serious  mal- 
treatment in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  majority  of 
the  peers  did  not  see  their  way  to  compass  the  actual 
rejection  of  the  Bill,  especially  after  the  liberal  and 
statesmanlike  spirit  in  which  Sir  Eobert  Peel  had 
dealt  with  it ;  but  they  set  themselves  to  work  with 
the  object  of  rendering  it  as  nearly  useless  as  they 
could  for  the  purposes  which  its  promoters  had  in 
view.  Lord  Lyndhurst  led  the  opposition  to  the 
Bill,  and  he  could,  when  he  so  pleased,  become  the 
very  narrowest  of  Tories,  while  he  had  ability  and 
plausibility  not  included  in  the  intellectual  stock  of 
any  other  Tory  then  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Under 
this  leadership  the  Tory  peers  so  disfigured  and 
mangled  the  Bill  that  before  long  its  own  authors 
could  hardly  have  recognised  it  as  the  work  of  their 
hands.  The  peers  not  only  restored  all,  or  nearly 
all,  the  abuses  and  anomalies  which  the  measure  as 
it  left  the  House  of  Commons  had  marked  for  utter 
abolition,  but  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  introduce 
into  their  version  of  the  Bill  some  entirely  new  and 
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original  suggestions  for  the  creation  of  abuses  up  to 
that  time  unknown  to  the  existing  municipal  system. 
The  Bill  thus  diversified  had,  of  course,  to  go  back 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  that  the  House  of  Commons  could  not,  as  the 
Parliamentary  phrase  goes,  agree  with  the  Lords' 
amendments.  Peel  once  again  took  a  statesmanlike 
course,  and  strongly  advised  the  House  of  Lords  not 
to  press  their  absurd  and  objectionable  alterations. 
In  the  House  of  Lords  itself  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
acting  as  he  almost  always  did  under  the  influence  of 
Peel,  recommended  the  Tory  peers  not  to  carry  their 
opposition  too  far,  and  before  long  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
who  was  by  temperament  and  intellect  a  very  shrewd 
and  practical  man,  with  little  of  the  visionary  or  the 
fanatic  about  him,  thought  it  well  to  accept  Welling- 
ton's advice,  and  to  urge  its  acceptance  on  his  brother 
Conservatives.  Lord  John  Eussell  recommended  the 
House  of  Commons  to  accept  a  compromise  on  a  few 
insignificant  details  in  no  wise  affecting  the  general 
purposes  of  the  measure,  in  order  to  soothe  the 
wounded  feelings  of  the  peers  and  enable  them  to 
yield  with  the  comforting  belief  that  after  all  their 
resistance  had  not  been  wholly  in  vain.  The  struggle 
was  over,  and  on  September  7,  1835,  the  measure 
became  law  in  the  same  shape,  to  all  practical  pur- 
poses, as  that  which  it  wore  when  it  left  the  House 
of  Commons  after  its  third  reading  there,  and  thus 
secured  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  the  system  of 
municipal  government  which  has  been  working  to 
this  day. 
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CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

STILL   THE   REIGN    OF   EEFORM. 

THE  movement  for  the  diffusion  of  education  among 
the  people  had  been  making  steady  progress  during 
the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth,  and  some  of  the 
most  distinct  and  lasting  memorials  of  that  movement 
have  come  to  be  associated  with  the  history  of  the 
reign.  One  of  these  was  the  granting  of  a  charter 
for  the  establishment  of  a  great  university  which 
was  to  bear  the  name  of  the  capital,  and  was 
to  confer  its  degrees,  its  honours,  and  its  offices 
without  any  conditions  as  to  the  religious  profession 
of  those  whom  it  educated,  and  whom  it  taught  and 
qualified  by  appointment  to  conduct  the  education 
of  others.  The  old  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  were  then  directly  associated  with  the 
State  Church,  and  only  gave  the  stamp  of  their 
approval  and  the  right  to  teach  to  those  who  pro- 
fessed the  religion  established  by  law.  There  had 
been  growing  up,  for  some  time,  a  feeling  in  the 
community  that  there  was  need  for  a  system  of 
university  teaching  which  should  be  open  alike  to 
the  members  of  all  creeds  and  denominations,  and 
even  to  those  who  did  not  profess  to  subscribe  to 
the  doctrines  of  any  particular  creed,  or  to  enrol 
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themselves  in  the  ranks  of  any  particular  denomi- 
nation. The  institutions  which  are  now  known  as 
University  College  London  and  the  University  of 
London  are  among  the  most  remarkable  growths  of 
this  movement.  After  years  of  effort  the  charters 
for  these  institutions  were  granted  by  King  William 
in  1836,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  University 
CoUege  has  played  a  great  part  in  the  spreading  of 
education  among  the  middle  and  the  poorer  classes 
throughout  the  country.  Henry  Brougham  was  one 
of  the  most  active  promoters  of  the  effort  to  bring 
the  higher  education  and  its  honours  within  the 
reach  of  all  classes  and  creeds,  and  his  name  will 
always  be  distinctly  associated  with  the  rapid  pro- 
gress made  in  the  spread  of  knowledge  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Brougham 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  promoters  of  the 
'  Penny  Cyclopaedia  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge,'  which  delighted  some  of  our  grand- 
fathers, amazed  and  bewildered  others,  and  filled 
yet  others  with  a  holy  horror  at  the  daring  effort  to 
upset  all  the  wholesome  distinctions  of  ranks  and 
classes  by  cramming  the  lower  orders  with  an 
amount  of  knowledge  wholly  unsuited  to  their  sub- 
ordinate condition,  and  unfitting  them  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  duties  associated  with  that  station 
in  life  to  which  it  had  pleased  Providence  to  call 
them. 

Brougham  also  took  a  leading  part  in  the  found- 
ing of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  which  was  established  by  Sir  David 
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Brewster,  Sir  Eoderick  Murchison,  and  many  other 
men  famous  in  science  and  in  letters  in  1831.  It 
has  been  holding  its  annual  meetings  in  all  the  great 
cities  and  towns  of  these  islands  ever  since,  and  is 
not  likely  to  be  interrupted  in  the  continuance  of 
its  work.  The  British  Association  was  the  subject 
of  a  good  deal  of  cheap  ridicule  in  its  early  days, 
and  caricaturists,  most  of  them  long  since  forgotten, 
delighted  in  humorous  illustrations  of  the  oddities 
by  which  social  life  was  to  be  profusely  diversified 
when  science  was  taught  at  popular  meetings,  and 
not  merely  men,  but  even  women  and  young  women, 
could  sit  in  the  public  hall  and  listen  to  great  pro- 
fessors discoursing  on  the  construction  of  the  earth 
and  the  laws  which  regulate  the  movements  of  the 
heavenly  bodies.  The  present  generation  has  almost 
completely  forgotten  even  the  fact  that  the  British 
Association  was  once  a  familiar  and  a  favourite 
subject  for  the  pen  and  pencil  of  satirists.  '  The 
schoolmaster  is  abroad  '  was  an  expression  used  by 
Brougham  to  illustrate  the  educational  movement 
which  was  going  on  in  his  time,  and  which  he  did 
as  much  as  any  man  could  have  done  to  set  and  to 
keep  in  motion.  King  William  himself,  we  may  be 
sure,  took  only  a  very  moderate  interest  in  all  these 
goings  on,  but,  at  all  events,  he  did  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  general  educational  movement ;  and 
indeed  he  gave  it  a  kindly  word  of  patronage  and 
encouragement  whenever  it  seemed  a  part  of  his 
State  functions  to  sanction  the  progress  of  science 
by  his  royal  recognition, 
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Among  the  many  reforms  accomplished  in  this 
reign  of  reform  was  that  which  effected  the  practical 
abolition  of  the  system  of  impressment  for  the  Navy, 
that  system  which  had  so  long  worked  its  purposes 
through  the  action  of  what  was  familiarly  known  as 
the  press-gang.  The  press-gang  system  had  been 
in  force  from  very  remote  days  indeed,  for  it  is 
shown  by  statute  and  by  record  to  have  been  in 
operation  before  1378.  In  1641  the  practice  was 
declared  illegal  by  Parliament ;  but  Parliament  might 
just  as  well  not  have  troubled  itself  upon  the  subject, 
for  the  impressment  of  seamen  went  on  just  as  if 
nothing  had  happened.  Whenever  seamen  were 
required  to  man  the  royal  fleet  in  time  of  war,  the 
press-gang  instantly  came  into  operation.  Its  mode 
of  action  was  simple  and  straightforward,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  forcible  arrest  and  complete  capture  of 
merchant  seamen  and  fishermen,  or  stalwart  young 
men  of  any  kind,  in  seaport  towns,  who  looked  as  if 
they  had  seen  service  on  some  kind  of  sailing  craft. 
The  ordinary  practice  was  that  an  officer  and  a  party 
of  seamen  and  marines  landed  from  some  ships  of 
war  in  the  harbour,  and  seized  and  carried  off  any 
number  of  men  who  seemed  to  them  suitable  for 
their  purpose,  and  dragged  them  as  prisoners  on 
board  war  vessels,  where  they  were  compelled  to 
serve  until  such  time  as  their  help  might  be  no 
longer  needed. 

The  literature  of  England,  almost  down  to 
our  own  times,  is  diversified  here  and  there  by 
illustrations  of  the  scenes  which  were  created  in 
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our  seaport  towns  by  this   practice.     Smollett  has 
more  than  one  animated  picture  of  this  kind.     The 
sea   stories   of   Captain   Marryat's  days   abound   in 
such  illustrations,  and  even  romance  of  the  higher 
order,  and    poetry  itself,  have   found   subjects   for 
picturesque  and  pathetic  narrative  in  the  stories  of 
young  men  thus  torn  from  their  families  without  a 
moment's  notice,  and  compelled  to  go  on  a  ship  of 
war  and  fight  the  foreign  enemy  at  sea.     The  pay 
of  an  able  seaman  in  a  ship  of  war  was,  in  those 
times,  very  poor  ;  the  life  was  one  of  hardship,  and 
there  was  little  to  tempt  a  young  man  of  ordinary 
ways  and  temperament  to  enter  the  naval  service  of 
his  sovereign.     The  seaport  towns  and  the  towns  on 
the  great  rivers  were  called  upon  by  royal  authority 
to  supply  a  certain  proportionate  number  of  men  for 
service  in  the  Navy,  and  the  local  governing  bodies 
did  their  best,  we   may  be   sure,  by  the   offer   of 
bounties  and  other  encouragements,  to  induce  young 
men  to  volunteer  for  the  sea.     In  times  of  war,  how- 
ever, when  sudden  demands  were  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown  for  the  efficient  manning  of  the  Navy, 
these  encouragements  and  temptations  often  failed  to 
procure  anything  like  the  required  amount  of  volun- 
tary service,  and  then  it  was  that  the  press-gang 
came  into  work  to  meet  the  demand  by  force. 

During  the  long  wars  which  followed  the  outbreak 
of  the  French  Eevolution  the  press-gang  had  a  busy 
time  of  it.  Vessels  of  war  were  in  the  constant 
habit  of  summoning  merchant  vessels  to  hand  over  a 
certain  number  of  their  seamen,  and  the  merchant 
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vessels  were  brought  to  just  as  if  they  had  been  the 
cruisers  of  the  enemy,  and  were  boarded  by  force, 
whenever  force  seemed  necessary,  and  compelled  to 
supply  the  requisite  number.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  the  captain  of  a  vessel  failed  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  the  peremptory  summons 
issued  to  him,  and  he  was  then  promptly  brought  to 
an  understanding  of  the  situation  by  the  shot  of  the 
war  vessel  and  the  appearance  of  an  armed  boarding 
party  on  his  own  decks.  Nor  was  it  even  a  very 
unusual  event  for  the  captain  of  the  merchant  vessel 
to  offer  a  resistance,  and  then  there  was  a  regular 
sea-fight  between  the  British  war  ship  and  the  British 
merchantman,  in  which,  of  course,  the  latter  was  very 
soon  compelled  to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the 
royal  warrant. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  however,  the 
captain  of  the  war  vessel  sent  an  officer  and  a  party 
of  men  on  shore,  and  their  business  was  to  make  any 
captures  they  pleased  in  that  part  of  the  town  where 
men  fit  for  service  at  sea  were  most  likely  to  be 
found.  There  are  stories  told,  and  told  on  historic 
evidence  as  truth,  about  young  husbands  thus  cap- 
tured and  thrown  into  prison  to  await  their  removal 
to  some  war  vessel  off  the  coast,  and  whose  wives  or 
mothers  could  devise  no  better  means  for  their  rescue 
than  to  obtain  an  interview  with  them  in  the  prison, 
and  there  contrive  so  to  mutilate  the  hands  of  the 
captives  through  the  bars  of  the  cell  as  to  render 
them  unfit  for  service  in  the  Eoyal  Navy.  Some- 
times, when  it  became  known  that  the  press-gang 
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was  about  to  visit  that  part  of  the  town  where  sea- 
faring men  were  likely  to  be  found,  the  population 
of  the  quarter  rallied  in  defence  of  their  townsmen, 
and  offered  just  such  resistance  to  the  emissaries  of 
the  naval  authorities  as  they  would  have  offered  to 
an  invading  enemy.  Streets  were  barricaded  ;  from 
the  high  windows  of  houses  stones  were  hurled  down 
and  volleys  of  musketry  were  fired  ;  crowds  of  armed 
men,  and  even  sometimes  of  armed  women,  met  the 
invaders  in  the  street  itself  and  disputed  their  pro- 
gress inch  by  inch. 

In  the  lower  quarters  of  Portsmouth  and  other 
seaport  towns  such  scenes  were  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. The  whole  system  had  amongst  its  other 
harmful  effects  a  very  damaging  influence  on  the 
Navy  itself  and  on  its  discipline.  The  press-gang 
was  not  very  choice  in  making  up  its  contributions 
of  recruits  for  the  fleet.  No  great  pains  were  taken 
with  a  view  to  obtain  certificates  as  to  character  and 
conduct.  Those  who  formed  the  recruiting  expedi- 
tion were  only  too  ready  to  seize  any  strapping 
young  men  whom  they  found  loitering  about  the 
streets  and  lanes  of  the  lower  quarters  in  a  seaport 
town.  These  strapping  young  men  often  turned  out 
to  be  rising  young  men  of  the  criminal  classes,  but 
their  limbs  and  muscles  made  them  like  some  of 
FalstafFs  recruits,  '  good  enough  to  toss — food  for 
powder,'  and  they  were  promptly  swooped  upon  and 
carried  off  to  serve  in  his  Majesty's  Navy.  Such 
captives  as  these,  when  put  on  board  a  vessel  of  war 
and  compelled  to  serve  as  seamen  there,  had  the 
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influence  which  might  have  been  expected  from  them 
over  the  habits  of  the  whole  crew.  The  severest  and 
even  the  most  savage  methods  of  discipline  were  often 
found  necessary  to  force  such  men  into  habits  of 
obedience  and  into  anything  like  decent  conduct. 
Flogging  then,  and  for  long  after,  prevailed  in  the 
Navy  and  in  the  Army,  and  one  of  the  most  familiar 
arguments  in  favour  of  keeping  up  that  form  of 
discipline  was  found  in  the  fact  that  in  many  cases 
the  new  recruits  might  have  corrupted  the  habits  of 
a  whole  ship's  company  if  they  had  not  been  com- 
pelled by  frequent  floggings  to  obey  orders,  submit 
themselves  to  rules,  and  conduct  themselves  with 
decency. 

For  a  long  time  a  strong  feeling  had  been  growing 
up  among  philanthropists  and  reformers  of  all  kinds 
against  the  practice  of  impressment  and  against  the 
discipline  of  the  '  cat,'  as  the  flogging  instrument  was 
commonly  termed.  The  philanthropists  and  the  re- 
formers generally  were  met  by  the  old  sort  of  familiar 
argument.  They  were  told  that  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  to  man  a  navy  if  the  press-gang  were  to 
be  abolished,  and  equally  impossible  to  keep  the 
Navy  up  to  its  work  and  in  decent  condition  if  sea- 
men were  no  longer  liable  to  the  punishment  of  the 
lash.  The  innovators  were  asked  whether  they  knew 
better  how  to  raise  and  maintain  an  efficient  Navy 
than  did  the  naval  authorities,  on  whose  shoulders 
rested  the  responsibility  of  defending  the  shores  of 
England  from  foreign  invasion.  Those  who  made 
themselves  conspicuous  by  their  advocacy  of  what 
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were  then  beginning  to  be  called  humanitarian  princi- 
ples were  roundly  accused  of  want  of  patriotism,  and 
it  was  often  suggested  that  they  were  anti- English  in 
their  sentiments  and  their  instincts,  and  were  persons 
who  would  probably,  on  the  whole,  rather  welcome 
the  foreign  invader  than  lend  a  hand  to  drive  him 
back.  The  spirit  of  humanity  and  of  reform  was  in 
the  air,  however,  and  in  the  reformed  Parliament 
there  were  many  men  who  had  as  good  a  gift  of 
eloquence  as  the  best  of  their  opponents,  and  who 
could  not  be  frightened  out  of  any  purpose  on  which 
they  had  set  their  minds  and  hearts.  In  1835  the 
Government  of  Lord  Melbourne  brought  in  a  measure 
for  the  abolition  of  the  press-gang  system  and  for 
limitation  of  compulsory  service  in  the  Navy  to  a 
period  of  five  years.  This  measure  not  only  had  its 
own  direct  and  immediate  beneficial  effects,  but  it 
also  did  much  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  abolition 
of  flogging.  Many  years,  indeed,  had  to  pass  before 
this  latter  reform  could  be  accomplished,  but  it  was 
clear  that,  when  the  manning  of  the  Navy  no  longer 
brought  with  it  its  captures  from  the  criminal  classes, 
the  time  was  coming  for  the  gradual  adoption  of  a 
system  of  discipline  more  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  humanity  and  the  character  of  a  noble 
service.  As  we  have  seen  in  all  previous  experiences 
of  reform,  the  forebodings  of  the  anti-reformers 
proved  to  be  utterly  false  alarms  in  regard  to  the 
manning  and  the  discipline  of  the  Navy.  We  have 
seen  some  foreign  wars  since  the  days  of  William  the 
Fourth,  and  we  have  heard  alarms  of  foreign  inva- 
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sion  again  and  again.  But  the  Navy,  under  its 
improved  conditions,  has  never  been  in  want  of 
volunteers  to  man  it,  and  the  greatest  lovers  of 
peace  have  always  proclaimed  it  to  be  the  surest 
and  best  defence  of  the  country.  There  were  many 
leading  men  in  the  House  of  Commons  since  those 
days  who  persistently  demanded  a  reduction  in  the 
Army  on  the  very  ground  that  England  could  safely 
defy  any  foreign  foe  so  long  as  she  had  the  bulwark 
of  such  a  Navy. 

One  great,  solid,  and  picturesque  memorial  is 
destined  to  associate  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth 
with  the  history  of  English  architecture.  We  speak 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  which  stand  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  thus  have  the  Thames  on 
one  side  and  Westminster  Abbey  on  the  other.  The 
great  range  of  halls,  towers,  and  terraces,  arches, 
squares,  and  courtyards,  which,  until  comparatively 
recent  days,  were  often  described  in  common  phrase 
as  the  New  Houses  of  Parliament,  owe  their  origin 
and  their  plan,  although  not  their  complete  construc- 
tion, to  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth.  On  the 
evening  of  October  16,  1834,  the  old  buildings  in 
which  the  Lords  and  the  Commons  used  to  assemble 
were  completely  destroyed  by  fire.  The  fire  broke 
out  so  suddenly  on  that  evening  and  spread  with 
such  extraordinary  rapidity  that  many  of  those  who 
were  engaged  in  occupations  of  one  kind  or  another 
in  various  parts  of  the  buildings  had  much  difficulty 
in  escaping  with  their  lives.  The  flames  spread  so 
fast  that  in  an  almost  incredibly  short  space  of  time  the 
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two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  almost  all  the  offices, 
residences,  and  other  buildings  attached  to  them, 
were  seen  to  be  devoted  to  hopeless  ruin.  For  a 
while  it  seemed  almost  certain  that  Westminster 
Hall  itself  must  be  involved  in  the  common  destruc- 
tion, and  even  the  noble  Abbey,  with  its  priceless 
memorial  treasures,  appeared  destined  to  become  a 
mere  ruin  of  shattered  stones.  The  arrangements 
for  the  extinguishing  of  fires  were  rude  and  poor 
and  inefficient  in  those  days  when  compared  with 
the  systematised  service  which  is  employed  in  our 
own,  and  for  a  considerable  time  those  who  hurried 
to  the.  spot,  charged  with  the  duty  of  combating  the 
conflagration,  appeared  to  do  little  better  than  get 
in  each  other's  way  and  only  give  new  chances  to 
each  fresh  eruption.  The  tide  in  the  river  was 
very  low,  too,  when  the  destroying  work  began, 
and  it  was  hard  indeed  to  bring  any  great  body 
of  water  to  bear  upon  the  flames.  As  the  tide 
rose,  however,  it  became  easy  to  make  more  effec- 
tive efforts.  At  last  it  was  found  that  Westminster 
Abbey  might  be  considered  perfectly  safe.  So  was 
Westminster  Hall,  that  noble  historical  enclosure, 
the  Hall  which  saw  the  trial  of  William  Wallace, 
of  Charles  the  First,  of  Somers,  and  of  Warren 
Hastings,  the  hall  which  celebrated  the  coronation 
of  so  many  kings,  which  boasts  of  being  the  oldest 
chamber  in  Europe  held  in  continuous  occupation 
up  to  the  present  day,  the  largest  hall  in  Europe 
unsupported  by  pillars.  It  was  preserved,  to  be 
the  grand  entrance  and  vestibule  to  both  the 
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Houses  of  Parliament.  But  the  chambers  in  which, 
up  to  that  day,  the  Lords  and  Commons  had  con- 
ducted their  legislative  work  were  utterly  destroyed. 

At  first  it  was  assumed,  as  is  almost  always  the 
assumption  in  the  case  of  any  great  conflagration, 
that  the  work  of  destruction  had  been  the  outcome 
of  an  incendiary  plot,  and  for  a  while  a  wild  idea 
spread  abroad  that  some  modern  Guy  Fawkes  had 
succeeded  where  his  predecessor  had  completely 
failed.  But  it  was  soon  made  clear  and  certain 
that  the  whole  calamity,  if  indeed  it  can  be  called 
much  of  a  calamity,  had  been  the  result  of  a  mere 
accident.  A  careless  workman,  aspiring  to  nothing 
more  than  a  quick  release  from  his  labour,  and  not 
destined  to  the  fame  of  the  aspiring  youth  who  fired 
the  Ephesian  dome,  had  brought  about  the  ruin 
which  bequeathed  to  England  and  to  the  world  the 
vast  and  noble  structure  of  Westminster  Palace. 
The  workman  was  engaged  in  burning  up  a 
number  of  the  old  disused  wooden  tallies  which 
once  used  to  be  employed  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
and  he  heaped  too  large  a  bundle  of  them  on  the 
fire.  At  an  unlucky  moment  a  flame  suddenly 
blazed  up  which  caught  hold  of  the  furniture  in  the 
room,  and  in  another  moment  set  the  whole  building 
on  fire,  and  then  created  the  vast  conflagration 
which  wrought  so  much  destruction. 

We  have  expressed  a  certain  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  burning  of  the  old  Houses  of  Parliament  is  really 
to  be  regarded  as  a  national  calamity,  and  the 
doubt  is  founded  partly  on  the  admitted  fact  that 
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the  chambers  which  existed  before  the  fire  were 
quite  unequal  in  size  and  in  accommodation  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  designed,  and  partly 
on  the  architectural  magnificence  of  the  buildings 
which  succeeded  them.  The  Lords  and  Commons 
found  accommodation  where  they  could  while  pre- 
parations were  in  progress  for  the  building  of  new 
and  better  chambers,  and  a  Parliamentary  committee 
was  soon  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
best  means  of  providing  the  country  with  more  com- 
modious and  more  stately  Houses  of  Parliament. 
The  committee  ventured  on  a  recommendation 
which  was  considered,  at  the  time,  a  most  daring 
piece  of  advice.  The  recommendation  was  that  the 
contract  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Houses  of  Par- 
liament should  be  thrown  absolutely  open  to  public 
competition.  Nothing  like  that  proposal  had  ever 
been  heard  of  under  any  similar  conditions  in  Eng- 
lish affairs  up  to  that  time.  What  seemed  to  most 
persons  the  most  natural  and  proper  plan — the 
seemly,  becoming,  and  orderly  plan — would  have 
been  to  allow  the  sovereign  or  some  great  State 
personage  to  select  the  Court  architect  who  might 
be  thought  most  fitting  to  be  entrusted  with  so  great 
a  task,  and  let  him  work  out,  as  best  he  could,  the 
pleasure  of  his  illustrious  patron.  The  committee, 
however,  were  able  to  carry  their  point,  and  the 
contract  for  the  great  work  was  thrown  open  to 
unrestricted  competition.  Out  of  a  vast  number  of 
designs  submitted  for  approval,  the  committee 
selected  the  design  sent  in  by  Mr.  Barry  (afterwards 
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Sir  Charles  Barry),  the  famous  architect,  who  has 
left  many  other  monuments  of  his  genius  to  the 
nation,  but  whose  most  conspicuous  monument, 
assuredly,  is  found  in  the  pile  of  buildings  which 
ornament  the  Thames  at  Westminster. 

Only  the  mere  fact  that  the  selection  of  the 
design  for  the  new  building  was  made  during  the 
lifetime  of  William  the  Fourth  connects  the  reign  of 
that  monarch  with  the  history  of  Westminster  Palace. 
It  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria  had 
made  some  way  that  the  towers  of  the  palace  began 
to  show  themselves  above  the  river ;  but  the  new 
principle  which  offered  the  design  for  the  work  to 
public  competition,  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Barry's 
design  was  chosen  from  all  others,  oblige  us  to  asso- 
ciate the  building  of  the  new  chambers  with  the 
reign  of  a  sovereign  whose  name  otherwise  was  not 
likely  to  be  identified  with  any  triumph  of  artistic 
genius.  We  must  not  set  down  to  any  defects  in  the 
architect's  constructive  skill  the  fact  that  the  new 
House  of  Commons  was  almost  as  inadequate  to  the 
proper  accommodation  of  its  members  as  the  old 
House  had  been.  The  present  House  of  Commons 
does  not  provide  sitting  accommodation  for  any- 
thing like  the  number  of  members  who  are  entitled 
to  have  seats  on  its  benches.  Even  if  the  galleries 
set  apart  for  the  use  of  members  only,  galleries 
that  are  practically  useless  for  the  purposes  of 
debate,  were  to  be  filled  to  their  utmost,  there 
still  would  not  be  room  for  nearly  all  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  But  at  the  time  when 
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the  new  House  was  built,  the  general  impression  of 
statesmen  on  both  sides  seemed  to  be  that,  if  the 
chamber  were  made  spacious  enough  to  give  a  seat 
to  every  member,  the  result  would  be  that  the  room 
would  be  too  large  for  anything  like  practical,  easy, 
and  satisfactory  discussion,  and  that  the  chamber 
would  become  a  mere  hall  of  declamation. 

At  that  time  almost  all  the  business  of  the  House, 
even  to  its  most  minute  details  of  legislation,  was 
done  in  the  debating-chamber  itself.  The  scheme 
which  was  adopted  a  great  many  years  later,  and  by 
means  of  which  the  shaping  of  the  details  of  legisla- 
tive measures  is  commonly  relegated  to  Grand  Com- 
mittees, as  the  Parliamentary  phrase  goes,  had  not 
then  found  any  favour  with  statesmen.  The  daily 
work  of  the  House  was  left,  for  the  most  part,  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  the  Administration  and  the 
leading  members  of  the  Opposition,  or,  in  cases  where 
the  interests  of  a  particular  class,  or  trade,  or  district 
were  concerned,  to  the  men  who  had  special  know- 
ledge of  each  subject  of  legislation.  It  was  there- 
fore argued,  and  with  much  plausibility,  that  to 
construct  a  chamber  large  enough  to  hold  seats  for 
all  the  members  would  be  to  impose  an  insupport- 
able, and  at  the  same  time  a  quite  unnecessary, 
strain  upon  the  energies  and  the  lungs  of  the  com- 
paratively small  number  of  men  by  whom  the  actual 
business  of  the  House  had  to  be  carried  on.  This 
argument  was  used  with  much  effect,  not  many  years 
before  his  death,  by  Mr.  Gladstone  himself,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  maintained  itself  against  the 
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many  successive  proposals  which  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  for  the  enlargement  of  the  repre- 
sentative chamber.  In  most  other  legislative  halls, 
on  the  Continent  or  in  the  United  States  or  in 
Canada,  each  member  has  his  own  seat,  and  finds  it 
ready  for  his  occupation  at  any  time  ;  but  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  great  occasions  the  ordinary 
member  has  to  come  to  the  House  at  the  earliest 
moment  when  its  doors  are  open,  hours  and  hours 
before  the  business  begins,  in  order  to  have  even  a 
chance  of  obtaining  a  seat  during  the  debate,  and  a 
large  number  of  members  are  fated,  whatever  their 
energy  and  their  early  rising,  to  sigh  for  a  seat  in 
vain.  The  question  has  been  raised  again  and  again 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  all  manner  of  propo- 
sitions have  been  brought  forward  and  plans  sug- 
gested for  the  enlargement  of  the  debating  chamber, 
but  up  to  the  present  the  condition  of  things  remains 
just  as  it  was  when  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament 
were  opened  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria. 

Sir  Charles  Barry's  design  has  the  great  advan- 
tage that  it  renders  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
House  of  Commons  possible  and  practicable  without  a 
complete  reconstruction  of  all  that  part  of  the  vast 
building  which  belongs  to  the  representative  chamber 
and  its  various  offices.  In  the  opinion  of  many  lead- 
ing members  of  the  House  of  Commons  the  number 
of  representatives  is  needlessly  large  for  the  purposes 
demanded  by  an  adequate  and  proportionate  system 
of  representation,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee 
changes  which  might  lead,  with  universal  satisfac- 
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tion,  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  members  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  may  also  be  anticipated  that 
the  system  that  relegates  the  details  of  legislative 
measures  to  the  consideration  of  Grand  Committees 
may  be  gradually  extended  as  time  goes  on,  and  that 
thus  the  committee  work  of  the  House  of  Commons 
itself  may  grow  less  and  less  by  degrees.  In  either 
case,  or  in  both  cases  together,  it  might  easily  come 
to  pass  that  the  present  debating-chamber  would 
supply  ample  sitting  room  to  all  its  members  on 
every  ordinary  occasion,  although  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  understand  how,  on  a  night  of  great  debate, 
with  a  momentous  division  impending,  the  present 
chamber  could  be  expected  to  accommodate  the  full 
number  of  members  entitled  to  claim  seats  there.  At 
all  events,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  imagine  any  con- 
dition of  things  arising  which  could  call  for  any 
alteration  in  the  construction  of  the  representative 
chamber  which  would  be  likely  to  affect,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  general  character  of  that  palace 
of  legislation  which  was  planned  and  founded  during 
the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth,  was  opened  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  and  will  bear  down  to  pos- 
terity the  name  of  its  architect,  Sir  Charles  Barry. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  question  of  providing  accommodation 
for  ladies  desiring  to  listen  to  the  debates  in  the 
House  of  Commons  was  brought  up  more  than  once 
during  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth.  Miss  Mar- 
tineau,  in  her  '  History  of  the  Thirty  Years'  Peace,' 
makes  grave  complaint  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
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proposal  for  the  admission  of  ladies  to  hear  the 
debates  was  treated  alike  by  the  legislators  who 
favoured  and  by  those  who  resisted  the  proposition. 
The  whole  subject,  she  appears  to  think,  was  treated 
as  a  huge  joke.  One  set  of  members  advocated  the 
admission  of  ladies  on  the  ground,  among  other 
reasons,  that  their  presence  in  the  House  of  Commons 
would  tend  to  keep  the  legislators  sober,  and  prevent 
them  from  garnishing  their  speeches  with  unseemly 
expressions.  Another  set  stood  out  against  the  pro- 
posal on  the  ground  that  if  ladies  were  allowed  to  sit 
in  a  gallery  in  sight  of  the  members,  the  result  would 
be  that  the  representatives  would  cease  to  pay  any 
real  attention  to  the  business  of  debate,  and  would 
occupy  themselves  chiefly  in  studying  the  faces  and 
the  dresses  of  the  fair  visitors,  and  trying  to  inter- 
change glances  with  the  newly-admitted  spectators. 

The  conditions  under  which  ladies  may  be  per- 
mitted to  listen  to  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Commons 
form  a  subject  of  something  like  periodical  discussion 
up  to  the  present  day.  There  is,  as  everybody 
knows,  a  certain  number  of  seats  set  apart  behind 
the  Press  gallery  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the 
accommodation  of  women,  who  are  admitted  by 
orders  which  members  can  obtain  who  are  successful 
in  a  balloting  process  which  takes  place  a  week  in 
advance.  About  twenty  members  only  out  of  more 
than  six  hundred  can  win  two  seats  each  for  any  one 
sitting  of  the  House,  and  no  member  can  approach 
the  ballot  for  at  least  a  week  after  he  has  accom- 
plished a  success.  The  Ladies'  Gallery  holds  only  a 
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very  small  number  of  women,  and  it  is  jealously 
screened  by  a  gilded  grating  something  like  that 
through  which  the  women  of  an  Eastern  potentate's 
household  are  permitted  to  gaze  upon  the  stage  from 
their  box  in  the  theatre. 

It  will  perhaps  be  news  to  some  readers  to  hear 
that  this  ladies'  gallery,  such  as  it  is,  is  technically 
not  within  the  precincts  of  the  House  of  Commons 
at  all.  It  is  not  an  institution  of  the  House,  nor 
does  it  come  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  nor 
is  it  recognised  by  the  authorities  of  the  House. 
It  is  there,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  but  it  is  not  sup- 
posed to  be  there,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
who  is  omnipotent  over  all  other  parts  of  the 
chamber,  has  no  control  over  the  occupants  of  that 
gilded  cage,  and  is  technically  assumed  to  be  igno- 
rant of  their  presence.  The  Speaker  can,  on  proper 
occasions,  order  strangers  '  to  withdraw '  from  all  the 
other  galleries  set  apart  for  the  use  of  outsiders,  but 
he  has  no  power  over  the  ladies  who  sit  in  the  gallery 
high  above  his  chair.  It  has  even  happened  that 
when  subjects  had,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  be 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons  which  the 
Speaker  did  not  consider  quite  suitable  for  an 
audience  of  both  sexes,  he  has  sent  a  private  and 
unofficial  intimation  to  the  Ladies'  Gallery  that  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  more  seemly  if  its  occu- 
pants were  to  withdraw.  But  on  some  occasions  a 
few  of  the  ladies  declined  to  withdraw,  and  the 
Speaker  had  no  power  to  enforce  his  advice,  seeing 
that,  technically,  there  was  no  Ladies'  Gallery  within 
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his  jurisdiction.  Some  time,  no  doubt,  the  House  of 
Commons  will  adopt  more  reasonable  regulations, 
and  will  recognise  the  right  of  women  to  be  treated 
as  rational  creatures,  as  members  of  the  community, 
as  citizens,  and  allowed  to  sit,  as  men  do,  in  an  open 
gallery,  and  listen  to  the  debates  which  must  always 
more  or  less  concern  their  own  interests.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  the  galleries  and  other  parts  of  the 
House  of  Lords  to  which  women  have  admission  are 
open  to  the  public  gaze  just  as  are  those  parts  of  the 
House  in  which  male  strangers  are  permitted  to  listen 
to  the  debates  of  the  peers. 

In  the  year  1835  the  public  mind  of  these 
countries  was  much  surprised,  and  even  startled, 
by  the  discovery,  or  what  at  least  seemed  to  be  the 
discovery,  of  a  great  and  portentous  plot  against 
the  established  order  of  succession  to  the  throne. 
This  plot  was  declared  to  be  carried  on  by  the 
Orange  societies  which  had  for  many  years  been 
growing  up  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
throughout  many  of  the  colonies  and  dependencies. 
This  Orange  organisation  began  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  was  originally  intended  to  crush  out 
the  Catholic  associations  which  were  then  coming  into 
existence  all  over  Ireland  for  the  political  and  reli- 
gious emancipation  of  the  Eoman  Catholics,  and  for 
strengthening  the  national  cause  in  the  Irish  Par- 
liament. There  is  so  little  to  be  said  in  defence,  or 
even  in  excuse,  of  the  Orange  organisation  in  its 
earlier  years  that  it  seems  only  fair  to  admit  the 
possibility  of  its  having  been  seriously  intended,  in 
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the  beginning,  for  the  defence  of  Great  Britain 
against  an  Irish  rebellion  fomented  and  supported 
by  France. 

The  Orange  associations  took  their  title  from  the 
name  of  the  royal  house  which  had  given  William 
the  Third  as  a  sovereign  to  England,  and  the  name  of 
Orange  was  understood  to  illustrate  its  hostility  to 
all  Jacobite  plots  and  schemes,  which  were  naturally 
assumed  to  have  the  countenance  and  the  favour  of 
England's  foreign  enemies.  We  have  seen  already, 
in  the  course  of  this  history,  how  the  Orange 
societies  acted  before  the  rebellion  of  '98  in  Ireland, 
and  how  orange  and  green  became  the  rival  colours 
of  those  who  denounced  and  those  who  supported 
every  Irish  national  movement.  When  the  rebel- 
lion was  suppressed,  and  Grattan's  Parliament  was 
extinguished,  the  Orange  associations  were  not  in 
the  least  disposed  to  admit  that  their  work  had  been 
accomplished  and  that  there  was  no  further  need 
for  their  active  existence.  On  the  contrary,  they 
increased  their  efforts  to  spread  their  power  all  over 
the  country,  and,  claiming  for  themselves  the  credit 
of  having  been  a  main  influence  in  the  suppression 
of  the  Irish  rebellion,  they  appealed  for  the  support 
of  all  loyal  Englishmen  to  increase  their  numbers 
and  strengthen  their  hands.  Orangeism,  which  had 
at  first  only  been  known  in  Ireland,  began  to  spread 
widely  throughout  Great  Britain.  Orange  Lodges 
were  everywhere  formed ;  Orange  Grand  Masters 
were  appointed ;  a  whole  vocabulary  of  Orange 
titles,  pass-words,  and  phrases  was  invented ;  a 


384      A  HISTORY  OF  WILLIAM  THE  FOURTH.    OH.  LXXTIII. 

complete  hierarchy  of  Orange  officialism  was  created, 
and  an  invisible  network  of  Orangeism  held  the 
members  of  the  organisation  together.  The  Orange 
conspiracy,  if  we  may  call  it  so,  had  been  spreading 
its  ramifications  energetically  during  the  later  years 
of  George  the  Fourth's  reign,  and  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  countenance,  and  indeed  the  active  sup- 
port, of  many  peers,  of  at  least  some  bishops,  and  even 
of  certain  members  of  the  royal  family.  The  Duke  of 
York,  who  at  that  time  stood  nearest  in  the  succes- 
sion to  the  throne,  was  a  patron  of  the  societies, 
and  was  invited  to  become  Grand  Master  of  the 
whole  organisation.  The  invitation  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  accepted  if  the  Duke  had  not 
been  assured,  on  the  most  authoritative  advice,  that 
a  secret  organisation  of  such  a  nature  was  distinctly 
an  illegal  body.  When  the  Duke  died,  and  it  seemed 
all  but  certain  that  the  next  King  of  England  must 
be  his  brother  William,  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  Orange 
lodges  transferred  their  allegiance  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  who  consented  to  become  their  Grand 
Master. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  was  a  Tory  of  the  most  extreme  order ;  an 
inveterate  enemy  to  every  kind  of  reform  and  every 
progressive  movement,  a  man  who  was  not  merely 
unpopular  but  thoroughly  detested  among  all  classes 
who  valued  political  freedom,  religious  liberty,  and  the 
spread  of  education.  Soon  after  William  the  Fourth's 
accession  to  the  throne  a  new  impulse  was  given  to 
Orangeism  by  the  King's  yielding  to  the  demand  for 
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popular  reform,  and  by  the  measures  and  the  move- 
ments which  began  to  follow  the  passing  of  Lord 
Grey's  Eeform  Bill.  The  Orangemen  all  over  these 
countries  then  began  to  look  upon  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  as  their  natural  leader,  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  in  the  minds  of  many  of  them, 
in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  most  influential  among 
them,  there  was  growing  up  the  wild  hope  that 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  might  become  King  of 
England.  The  Orange  lodges  became  a  vast  secret 
organisation  with  signs  and  pass-words,  a  mysterious 
political  confraternity,  the  Grand  Master  of  which 
was  a  sort  of  head  centre,  to  adopt  a  phrase 
belonging  to  a  more  modern  conspiracy,  and  per- 
forming, indeed,  something  like  the  part  which  Con- 
tinental Freemasonry  at  one  time  aspired  to  play. 
The  Orange  lodges  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
swelled  in  numbers  until  they  had  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand  members  solemnly  and  secretly 
sworn  to  obey  all  the  orders  of  the  leaders.  More 
than  that,  the  emissaries  of  the  Orange  lodges  con- 
trived to  make  their  influence  widely  felt  in  the 
Army,  and  it  became  clear  afterwards  that  a  large 
number  of  soldiers  were  sworn  confederates  of  the 
association. 

Some  of  the  explanations  which  were  afterwards 
given  to  account  for  the  sudden  spread  of  Orange- 
ism  might  well  appear  incredible  at  first  to  an 
intelligent  reader  of  our  day  not  acquainted  with 
this  singular  chapter  of  history.  But  it  was  after- 
wards made  perfectly  certain  that  a  large  number 
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of  credulous  persons  were  prevailed  upon  to  join 
the  Orange  ranks  by  the  positive  assurance  that  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  had  formed  the  determination  to 
seize  the  crown  of  England  and  to  put  it  on  his  own 
head,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  the  only 
man  who  could  save  the  realm  from  this  treasonable 
enterprise.  It  seems  hardly  possible  now  to  under- 
stand that  there  could  have  been  one  human  creature 
in  England  silly  and  ignorant  enough  to  believe  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  capable  of  so  preposterous  and 
so  wicked  a  scheme.  Lord  John  Eussell  has  left  it 
on  record  that  when  he  visited  Napoleon  in  his  exile 
at  Elba,  the  fallen  Emperor,  during  the  course  of  a 
long  conversation,  expressed  his  strong  belief  that 
Wellington  would  seize  the  crown  of  England. 
Lord  John  endeavoured  to  convince  him  that  such 
an  idea  went  entirely  outside  the  limits  of  sober 
reality  ;  but  Napoleon  refused  to  be  convinced,  and 
blandly  put  the  question  aside  with  the  manner  of 
one  who  knows  better  but  does  not  particularly 
care  to  impress  his  opinion  on  unwilling  ears.  One 
can  easily  understand  how  such  an  idea  might  come 
into  the  mind  of  Napoleon,  who  knew  little  or 
nothing  about  the  actual  conditions  of  English 
political  and  social  life,  and  who  had  experience  of 
his  own  to  demonstrate  the  possibility  of  a  great 
military  conqueror  becoming  at  once  the  ruler  of  a 
State.  But  it  seems  hard  indeed  to  understand  how 
any  sane  Englishman  could  have  believed  that  the 
simple,  loyal,  unselfish  Duke  of  Wellington  could 
allow  such  an  idea  to  enter  his  mind  for  a  moment, 


1835.  HUME'S   COMMITTEE.  387 

or  could  see  his  way  to  make  it  a  reality  even  if  lie 
did  entertain  it.  Yet  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
numbers  of  Englishmen  were  induced  to  join  Orange 
lodges  by  the  positive  assurance  that  thus  only  could 
they  save  the  State  from  Wellington's  daring 
ambition. 

One  of  the  principal  instruments  of  the  Orange 
organisation  was  a  certain  Colonel  Fairman,  who 
held  an  important  position  in  what  may  be  called  its 
military  hierarchy,  and  was  undoubtedly  at  one 
time  entrusted  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  with  the 
fullest  authority  to  act  as  the  emissary  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  make  known  his  will  and  convey  his 
orders.  Whether  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ever 
really  entertained  the  project  ascribed  to  him  of 
seizing  the  crown  for  himself  and  shutting  out  the 
Princess  Victoria  can,  in  all  probability,  never  be 
known  as  a  certainty ;  but  there  can  be  no  question 
that  his  actions  often  justified  such  a  belief,  and  that 
many  of  his  most  devoted  Orange  followers  looked 
up  to  him  as  the  resolute  hero  of  such  a  project  to 
save  England  from  Whigs  and  Liberals,  and  Eoman 
Catholics,  and  mob  orators,  and  petticoat  govern- 
ment, and  all  other  such  enemies  to  the  good  old 
state  of  things  as  established  by  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  and  the  Act  of  Settlement.  The  whole 
question  was  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons  during 
the  session  of  1835  by  Joseph  Hume,  the  consistent 
and  persevering  advocate  of  sound  economic  doctrine, 
of  political  freedom,  of  peace,  retrenchment,  and 
reform.  Hume  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
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mittee  to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject,  and  the 
committee  had  no  great  difficulty  in  finding  out  that 
Colonel  Fairman  had  been  carrying  on,  with  or 
without  the  consent  or  authority  of  his  Grand  Master 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  what  must  be  called  a 
treasonable  conspiracy  through  the  Orange  lodges 
and  even  through  Orangemen  who  were  actually 
serving  in  the  King's  Army.  In  1836  Hume  brought 
up  the  question  once  again  and  obtained  so  much 
support  from  Lord  John  Russell,  then  acting  as 
Leader  of  the  Government  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  an  address  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  King 
calling  on  him  to  proclaim  the  condemnation  of  the 
Orange  conspiracy.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  dis- 
claimed all  treasonable  purposes,  and  declared  that 
many  of  the  steps  taken  by  Fairman  and  other 
Orange  emissaries  had  been  taken  without  his  orders 
and  even  without  his  knowledge.  Fairman  disap- 
peared from  the  scene  when  the  crisis  seemed  to 
become  too  serious  for  his  personal  convenience,  and 
one  of  the  Orange  emissaries,  against  whom  a  prose- 
cution was  to  be  instituted,  was  removed  by  a  sudden 
death  from  the  reach  of  the  criminal  law.  The  Duke 
of  Cumberland  announced  that  he  had  already,  of 
his  own  inspiration,  ordered  the  dissolution  of  the 
Orange  lodges.  The  King,  in  his  reply  to  the 
address  in  the  House  of  Commons,  declared  himself 
entirely  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
House,  and  thus  the  whole  conspiracy  came  to  an 
end,  and  the  Government  thought  it  well  to  allow 
the  subject  to  pass  into  obscurity  without  further 
action. 
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This  was  the  end  of  the  Orange  organisation,  as  it 
was  known  in  the  days  of  William  the  Fourth.  At  a 
later  date  Orangeism  was  again  revived,  but  only  in 
the  form  which  it  still  maintains,  by  which  it  is  now 
known  to  us  all  as  a  political  association,  openly 
avowing  legitimate  opinions  and  purposes,  and  as 
fairly  entitled  to  existence  as  any  political  club  or 
other  such  organisation  recognised  in  the  movements 
of  modern  life.  The  treasonable  conspiracy,  like 
many  another  evil,  died  when  it  was  compelled  to 
endure  the  light  of  day. 
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CHAPTER  LXXIX. 

THE  CLOSE  OF  A  KEIGN  AND  THE  OPENING  OF  AN  ERA. 

MANY  lives  that  now  belong  to  history  had  faded 
into  history  during  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth. 
William  Wilberforce,  the  great  champion  of  every 
noble  and  philanthropic  movement  known  to  his 
times,  had  passed  from  the  living  world  which  he 
had  done  so  much  to  improve.  Wilberforce  lived  to 
see  the  triumph  of  that  movement  against  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  which  he,  more  than  any  other 
of  his  time,  had  inspired  and  promoted.  He  had 
been  compelled  by  ill-health  to  give  up  his  position 
in  Parliament  for  several  years  before  his  death,  but 
he  had  never  withdrawn  his  watchful  sympathy 
and  such  co-operation  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
give  from  any  cause  to  which  he  had  consecrated 
his  life.  His  name  will  always  be  illustrious  in 
English  history  as  that  of  one  who  loved  his  fellow- 
men  and  who  gave  expression  to  that  love  in  every 
act  and  effort  of  his  public  and  private  career. 
Jeremy  Bentham,  one  of  the  greatest  of  modern 
thinkers,  the  founder  of  more  than  one  school  of 
political  and  economic  doctrine,  a  man  whose  influ- 
ence on  human  thought  is  never  likely  to  pass 


1748—1832.  JEREMY  BENTHAM.  391 

altogether  away,  died  in  June  1832.  Bentham's  prin- 
ciple, the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  number, 
has  often  been  narrowly  and  unfairly  judged,  but 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  a  sounder  theory  of 
political  and  social  government  has  ever  come  out  of 
the  mere  wisdom  of  man.  The  phrase  utilitarianism, 
which  came  into  use  as  the  summary  of  his  teaching, 
has  often  been  misunderstood  and  misapplied,  and 
perhaps  some  excuse  was  found  for  the  misinter- 
pretation of  his  meaning  in  his  decision  that  his  dead 
body  should  be  given  up  for  the  purpose  of  anatomy 
and  not  buried  in  earth  to  be  of  service  only  to 
the  worms.  Many  of  us  have  seen  the  skeleton  of 
Jeremy  Bentham  clothed  in  his  habit  as  he  lived  in 
a  room  of  that  University  College  which  he  helped 
to  make  a  success. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  brought  his  noble  career 
to  a  close  during  the  reign.  Mackintosh  had  been 
historian,  philosopher,  and  politician,  and,  like 
Macaulay,  he  had  rendered  great  services  in  India  as 
well  as  in  England.  Like  Macaulay  also,  he  had  been 
listened  to  with  the  deepest  interest  whenever  he 
addressed  the  House  of  Commons,  although  his  gifts 
and  his  temperament  seemed  suited  rather  for  the  study 
than  for  Parliamentary  life.  Another  man  whose  death 
belongs  to  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth,  whose 
teachings  were  at  one  time  the  occasion  for  incessant 
controversy — and  indeed  caused  most  controversy 
where  they  were  least  understood — was  Thomas 
Eobert  Malthus.  In  many  classes  of  readers  the  name 
of  Malthus  came  to  be  associated  for  a  while  with  the 
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idea  of  some  strange  and  cruel  doctrine  which  taught 
that  wars  and  pestilences  and  other  calamities  that  have 
the  effect  of  sweeping  redundant  populations  off  the 
world  are  really  good  things  in  themselves,  to  be  en- 
couraged by  beneficent  legislation.    It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  now  that  nothing  could  be  more  narrow 
and  even  more  perverse  than  this  interpretation  of 
Malthus's  philosophy.    Another  of  the  teaching  minds 
which   passed   from  the   contemplation   of    earthly 
subjects  during  the  reign  was  that  of  James  Mill,  the 
historian  of  British  India  and  the   promulgator  of 
great   doctrines   in  political  economy.     James  Mill, 
like  Edmund  Burke,  had  studied  India  thoroughly, 
and  come  to  understand  it  as  few  men  had  done  who 
had  lived  there  for  years  and  years,  although,  like 
Burke,  he  had  never  been  within  sight  of  the  shores 
of  Hindustan.     Mill  divined  India  as  Talleyrand  said 
that  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  American  statesman 
and  companion  of  George  Washington,  had  divined 
Europe.      Charles   Greville,    writing    in    November 
1830,  speaks  of  meeting  at  breakfast  'young  Mill,  a 
political  economist,'  and  adds  that  c  young  Mill  is  the 
son  of  Mill  who  wrote  the  "  History  of  British  India," 
and  said  to  be  cleverer  than  his  father.'     The  elder 
Mill  would  no  doubt  have  gladly  endorsed  the  saying, 
and  it  may  be  assumed  that  history  has  given  its 
judgment  in  the  same  way,  but  history  will  certainly 
maintain  the  fame  of  the  father  as  well  as  the  fame 
of  the  son.     A  man  of  a  very  different  order  from 
any  of  these  we  have  just  mentioned,  but  who  has 
made  a  reputation  of  his  own  in  literature  as  well  as 
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in  politics,  closed  his  career  within  the  same  reign. 
We  have  already  spoken  in  this  volume  of  William 
Cobbett's  command  of  simple  strong  English,  which 
made  his  prose  style  hardly  inferior  to  that  of  Swift 
himself.  Indeed,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
authors  of  the  present  day,  a  man  who  has  made  a 
name  in  political  life  as  well  as  in  literature,  has  been 
heard  to  contend  with  earnestness  that  as  a  writer  of 
pure  strong  idiomatic  English  Cobbett  might  be 
accounted  the  rival  of  Swift.  The  great  engineer, 
Telford,  and  the  really  gifted  and  genuine,  although 
eccentric  and  opinionated,  physician,  Dr.  Abernethy, 
were  among  the  celebrities  whose  deaths  rather  than 
their  works  belong  to  the  time  when  William  the 
Fourth  was  King. 

Poetry,  romance,  and  art  suffered  many  heavy 
losses  during  the  same  time.  We  have  already 
chronicled  the  death  of  Walter  Scott.  One  who  had 
known  him  and  had  been  kindly  welcomed  by  him, 
James  Hogg,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd,  died  three  years 
after  Scott  in  1835.  The  death  of  George  Crabbe 
was  one  of  the  memorable  events  of  the  reign. 
Crabbe  might  well  be  described  in  the  words  which 
a  later  singer  set  out  for  his  own  epitaph,  as  '  the 
poet  of  the  poor.'  Crabbe  pictured  the  struggles, 
the  sufferings,  the  occasional  gleams  of  happiness 
which  are  common  to  the  lives  of  the  poor  with  a 
realism  as  vigorous  and  as  vivid  as  the  prose  of 
Charles  Dickens  himself  could  show,  and  he  had 
touches  here  and  there  of  exquisitely  tender  poetic 
feeling  which  were  not  unworthy  of  Keats  or  Words- 
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worth.  Nothing  was  nobler  in  the  life  of  Burke  than 
his  early  appreciation  and  generous  support  of  Crabbe. 
Hannah  More  died  in  1833.  The  fame  of  this  re- 
markable woman  has  somewhat  faded  of  late  years, 
and  even  the  most  successful  of  her  writings  find 
probably  but  few  readers  among  the  general  public. 
She  has,  however,  won  for  herself  a  distinct  place  in 
history,  not  less  by  her  life  itself  than  by  her  work 
in  various  fields  of  literature.  In  her  early  days  she 
had  been  an  associate  of  Samuel  Johnson,  Burke, 
and  Goldsmith,  and  Eeynolds,  and  she  had  known 
Macaulay  from  his  childhood.  She  was  always  a 
writer  with  a  purpose,  whether  she  wrote  a  religious 
tract  or  an  ethical  essay,  a  tragedy  or  a  novel.  She 
always  strove  to  be  a  teacher,  and  the  intellectual 
gifts  with  which  she  had  been  endowed  w^ere  only 
valued  by  her  in  so  lar  as  they  enabled  her  to  serve 
the  education  and  the  moral  progress  of  humanity. 
'  The  rapt  One  of  the  godlike  forehead,  the 
heaven-eyed  creature,'  as  Wordsworth  described 
Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  died  in  1834.  Coleridge 
belonged  to  an  order  of  intellect  far  higher  than  that 
to  which  Crabbe  or  Hannah  More  had  any  claim. 
He  was  indeed  a  man  of  genius  in  all  but  the  very 
highest  meaning  of  the  word.  He  was  poet,  philo- 
sopher, teacher,  and  critic,  and  in  each  department, 
had  he  worked  in  that  alone,  he  must  have  won 
renown.  Perhaps  if  he  had  not  worked  in  so  many 
fields  he  might  have  obtained  even  a  more  exalted 
position  than  that  which  history  must  assuredly 
assign  to  him.  His  influence  as  a  philosopher  is 
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probably  fading  now,  although  he  unquestionably 
inspired  whole  schools  of  philosophic  thought,  and 
the  world  remembers  him  rather  as  the  author  of 
6  The  Ancient  Mariner '  than  as  the  metaphysical 
student  and  teacher.  As  a  critic,  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  word,  he  will  always  have  the  praise  that 
should  belong  to  the  first  who  aroused  the  attention 
of  Englishmen  to  the  great  new  school  of  thoughtful 
criticism  which  was  growing  up  in  Germany  under 
the  influence  of  Lessing  and  of  Goethe.  He  would 
have  deserved  fame  if  only  for  his  translations  of 
some  of  Schiller's  noblest  dramas,  It  has  been  justly 
said  that  Coleridge  by  his  successful  efforts  to 
spread  over  England  the  influence  of  the  higher 
German  criticism  did  much  to  restore  Shakespeare  to 
that  position  as  head  of  the  world's  modern  litera- 
ture from  which  English  criticism  and  English  tastes 
had  done  so  much  to  displace  him  since  the  days  of 
Dry  den. 

The  death  of  Coleridge  was  soon  followed  by  that 
of  Charles  Lamb,  and  indeed  Coleridge's  death  may 
have  had  some  effect  in  hastening  that  of  his  dear 
and  devoted  friend.  In  the  same  poem  from  which 
we  have  just  quoted  the  lines  that  picture  Coleridge, 
Wordsworth  tells  how  'Lamb,  the  frolic  and  the 
gentle,  has  vanished  from  his  lonely  hearth.'  Lamb 
was  the  most  exquisite  of  essayists  and  letter- writers, 
a  man  whose  delicate  humour,  playful  irony,  and 
happy  gift  of  picturesque  phrase  claim  for  him 
true  poetic  genius.  The  present  generation  has 
probably  but  a  faint  memory  of  Felicia  Hemans, 


396     A   HISTORY  OF   WILLIAM   THE   FOURTH.   CH.  LXXIX. 

whose  verse  had  at  one  time  an  immense  popu- 
larity among  all  readers  with  whom  sweetness  of 
sentiment,  musical  ease,  fluency  of  verse,  and  simple 
tenderness  of  feeling  were  enough  to  constitute 
poetic  art.  She,  too,  died  not  long  before  the  close 
of  the  reign.  Many  men  who  had  won  wide  fame 
as  pulpit  orators  and  as  religious  teachers  of  various 
orders  marked  by  their  deaths  as  well  as  by  their 
lives  this  chapter  of  history.  Eowland  Hill  was  one 
of  these,  the  great  popular  preacher,  who  flung 
aside  conventionalities,  and  was  ready  to  preach  any- 
where if  he  had  hope  of  gathering  an  audience 
around  him  whom  he  could  move  and  teach,  whether 
he  spoke  from  the  pulpit  of  a  church  or  a  chapel,  or 
from  a  platform  in  the  open  air,  or  in  the  midst  of  a 
crowd  with  no  platform  at  all.  Another  was  Eobert 
Hall,  admittedly  one  of  the  most  eloquent  preachers 
of  modern  times.  Yet  another  was  Adam  Clarke, 
the  author  of  the  celebrated  '  Commentary  on  the 
Holy  Scriptures.'  Of  course  the  fame  of  these  men 
and  women  does  not  belong  in  the  fuller  sense  to  the 
reign  of  William  the  Fourth.  Some  of  them  had 
well-nigh  done  their  work  before  the  reign  began, 
none  of  them  can  be  said  to  have  won  any  new 
celebrity  during  the  reign.  Their  names  are  intro- 
duced here  because  their  deaths  were  events  of  the 
moment  and  lend,  in  that  way,  additional  impor- 
tance to  the  reign's  history. 

The  fame  of  Mrs.  Siddons  can  hardly  be  said  to 
belong  in  any  sense  to  the  days  when  William  the 
Fourth  sat  on  the  English  throne,  for  she  had  retired 
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from  the  stage  many  years  before  his  accession,  and 
only  appeared  in  public  on  rare  occasions  and  for 
some  charitable  object;  but  she  died  within  the  reign, 
and  it  must  therefore  find  another  distinction  by  its 
association  with  her  name.  Two  years  later  died 
Edmund  Kean,  who  also  may  be  said  to  have  closed 
his  career  as  an  actor  before  the  reign  had  begun. 
Of  the  fame  that  is  won  on  the  boards  of  a  theatre 
posterity  can  only  judge  by  hearsay.  The  poet,  the 
novelist,  the  historian,  the  philosopher,  the  painter, 
the  sculptor,  leave  their  works  always  living  behind 
them,  and  the  later  generation  has  the  same  materials 
on  which  to  form  its  judgment  as  were  open  to  the 
world  when  the  author  or  artist  had  just  completed 
his  work.  Even  the  orator  can  bequeath  to  all  ages 
the  words  he  has  spoken,  although  they  are  no 
longer  to  be  accompanied  by  the  emphasis  of  his 
gesture  and  accentuated  by  the  music  of  his  voice. 
Of  the  actor  and  the  actress  who  have  long 
passed  away  we  can  know  nothing  but  what  their 
contemporaries  have  told  us,  and  can  form  no  judg- 
ment of  our  own.  We  can  hardly  be  wrong,  how- 
ever, in  regarding  Mrs.  Siddons  as  by  far  the  greatest 
tragic  actress  who  has  ever  appeared  on  the  English 
stage,  and  Edmund  Kean  as  the  greatest  actor  of 
Shakespearian  tragedy  whom  England  has  seen  since 
the  days  of  Garrick.  In  mentioning  these  two 
names,  we  must  also  be  reminded  of  the  name  of 
Charles  Mathews  the  elder,  an  actor  of  extraordinary 
versatility  and  genuine  dramatic  power,  who  is,  how- 
ever, best  remembered  as  the  originator  of  the  style 
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of  theatrical  entertainment  which  may  be  described 
as  the  '  At  Home '  performance,  in  which  he  probably 
never  had  a  rival.  Many  of  us  can  still  remember 
his  yet  more  gifted  son,  the  younger  Charles 
Mathews,  the  incomparable  light  comedian  of  a  later 
day. 

We  have  told  thus  far,  in  this  chapter,  only  of 
lights  going  out  in  literature,  art,  philosophy,  theo- 
logy, and  science.  Let  us  relieve  the  picture  by 
recording  that  one  rising  star  of  the  first  magnitude 
in  literature  cast  its  earliest  rays  over  these  latest 
years  of  William  the  Fourth.  Early  in  1836  the 
'  Sketches  by  Boz '  were  published  in  a  collected  form, 
and  a  little  later  in  the  same  year  appeared  the  first 
number  of  '  The  Pickwick  Papers.'  Then  the  world 
began  to  know  that  a  man  of  thoroughly  original 
genius  had  arisen,  and  before  the  reign  was  out  the 
young  author,  Charles  Dickens,  was  accorded  by  all 
those  whose  judgment  was  worth  having,  that  place 
among  the  foremost  English  novelists  which  he  has 
ever  since  retained  and  is  ever  likely  to  retain.  '  The 
Pickwick  Papers '  opened  a  new  era  in  the  history 
of  English  novel- writing.  By  a  curious  coincidence, 
the  proposal  of  a  young  art  student  to  furnish  illus- 
trations for  Dickens's  books  being  declined  by  the 
author  led  the  young  art  student  to  believe  that  he 
had  mistaken  his  vocation  in  trying  to  illustrate  the 
works  of  other  men,  and  he  turned  his  attention  to 
literature,  and  afterwards  became  the  one  great  rival 
of  Dickens,  and  will  be  known  to  all  time  as  the 
author  of  '  Vanity  Fair '  and  '  The  Newcomes.'  None 
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of  the  writings  which  made  Thackeray's  fame  appeared 
during  the  time  of  William  the  Fourth,  but  his  name 
may  be  associated  with  the  close  of  the  reign  by  the 
incident  which  brought  him  into  an  acquaintanceship 
with  Dickens,  and  which  led  to  his  abandoning  the 
pencil  for  the  pen. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  reign  died  one  of  the 
most  audacious  and  astonishing  impostors  known  to 
modern  times.  Even  the  Tichborne  claimant  of  the 
reign  that  followed  makes  but  a  poor  show  for  in- 
ventiveness and  enterprise  when  compared  with  the 
woman  who  described  herself  as  the  Princess  Olivia 
of  Cumberland,  and  who  claimed  to  be  the  daughter 
of  King  William's  brother.  This  woman  was  the 
daughter  of  a  house  painter  named  Wilmot,  and  was 
educated  under  the  care  of  her  uncle,  the  Eector  of 
a  parish  in  Warwickshire.  She  received  a  good  edu- 
cation, and  even  in  her  young  days  seemed  to  have 
a  desire  to  exhibit  herself  as  the  heroine  of  strange 
adventures.  At  an  early  age  she  was  married  to  John 
Serres,  a  man  distinguished  in  his  art,  who  obtained 
the  position  of  painter  to  the  King  and  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  afterwards  William  the  Fourth,  and  it  was 
probably  this  association  with  the  surroundings  of 
great  personages  that  inspired  her  with  some  of  her 
bold  conceptions.  Her  husband  and  she  did  not 
get  on  very  well  together,  and  a  separation  took 
place ;  after  which  for  a  while  Mrs.  Serres  ap- 
peared on  the  stage,  and  then  took  to  the  art  of 
painting  on  her  own  account,  and  actually  succeeded 
in  getting  herself  appointed  landscape  painter  to  the 
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Prince  of  Wales.  Her  next  attempt  was  at  novel- 
writing,  and  she  also  published  a  volume  of  poems 
and  even  ventured  on  the  composition  of  an  opera. 
Later  still  she  made  herself  conspicuous  by  writing  a 
volume  to  prove  that  her  uncle,  the  Eev.  James 
Wilmot,  was  the  actual  author  of  the  letters  of 
Junius.  That  was  only  a  beginning,  for  she  soon 
after  proclaimed  herself  the  legitimate  daughter, 
by  a  secret  marriage,  of  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land. She  made  her  claims  known  to  the  Prince 
Eegent  and  all  the  other  members  of  the  royal 
family,  and  demanded  a  formal  hearing  in  order 
that  she  might  prove  her  right  to  rank  as  one 
of  them.  She  was  so  far  successful  that  her  claim 
was  actually  taken  up  by  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  who  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  the  House  to  give  it  a  full  investiga- 
tion. Sir  Eobert  Peel  promptly  settled  the  question, 
so  far  as  regarded  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
by  announcing  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  manifesto 
of  the  Princess  Olivia,  addressed  to  the  high  powers 
of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  in  which  she  claimed  to  be 
the  descendant  of  Stanislaus  Augustus.  Sir  Eobert 
Peel  urged  that  as  the  two  claims  were  practically 
irreconcilable  and  were  both  made  by  the  same 
claimant,  the  House  of  Commons  might  consider 
itself  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  the  House  accepted  his 
advice.  Still,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  many 
persons  were  found  quite  willing  to  believe  in  the 
genuineness  of  the  Princess  Olivia's  claim,  and  even 
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in  the  genuineness  of  both  her  claims,  and  she  had 
indeed,  for  a  time,  a  party  of  faithful  and  credulous 
followers  as  strong  as  that  which  backed  up  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  adventurer  from  Wapping  who  pro- 
claimed himself  to  be  Sir  Eoger  Tichborne.  The 
later  years  of  the  self-created  Princess  Olivia  were 
spent  in  poverty,  and  she  died  within  the  rules  of 
the  King's  Bench.  Even  in  much  later  days,  how- 
ever, her  name  was  not  wholly  forgotten. 

A  few  lines  may  be  spared  to  describe  the  career 
of  a  man  who  died  not  long  after  the  death  of  the 
Princess  Olivia,  and  who  belonged  to  that  class 
which  used  to  be  described  as  wonderful  characters. 
This  was  a  man  named  James  Norris,  who  came  of  a 
family  of  good  position  having  property  near  Devizes. 
Norris  received  a  good  education,  and  at  one  time 
promised  to  make  a  name  for  himself  as  a  student  of 
natural  history.  He  is  described  as  '  handsome  in 
person  and  elegant  in  manners,'  and  we  are  told 
that  '  he  possessed  a  highly  cultivated  mind  which 
seemed  to  promise  in  early  life  eminence  in  society, 
and  that  he  would  rise  to  be  an  ornament  to  the  age 
in  which  he  lived.'  At  a  comparatively  early  age  he 
had  outlived  all  his  family,  and  thus  became  the 
owner  of  large  landed  property.  He  suddenly  be- 
came a  prey  to  strange  overmastering  habits  of 
indolence,  apathy,  and  shyness,  which  gradually 
estranged  him  from  all  society.  He  neglected  his 
property,  allowed  his  rents  to  remain  for  years  and 
years  in  the  hands  of  his  steward,  without  troubling 
himself  about  them,  and  allowed  his  dividends  to 
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grow  up  in  the  hands  of  his  bankers  without  con- 
cerning himself  as  to  their  amount,  or  even  opening 
any  letters  which  might  be  addressed  to  him  on  the 
subject.  He  gave  up  shaving  and  allowed  his  hair 
and  beard  to  grow  as  they  would ;  he  never  changed 
his  clothing  or  his  linen  until  they  became  worn  to 
rags  ;  he  lay  in  bed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
took  his  principal  meal  about  midrrght,  then  had  a 
lonely  ramble,  and  returned  to  bed  as  the  morning 
drew  near.  He  was  hardly  ever  seen  by  anybody 
but  his  servants,  and  declined  any  communication 
even  with  his  nearest  neighbours.  When  an  occa- 
sion arose  which  actually  compelled  him  to  commu- 
nicate with  anyone  from  the  outer  world,  he  would 
only  consent  to  speak  with  a  door,  or  at  least  a 
screen,  between  him  and  the  other  party  to  the  con- 
versation. All  the  time  he  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  engaged  in  any  manner  of  study  or  work,  and 
he  appears  to  have  simply  devoted  himself  to  the 
full  indulgence  of  his  passion  for  solitude.  His 
figure,  or  some  sketch  suggested  by  it,  has  been  made 
use  of  more  than  once  by  writers  of  fiction,  but  the 
man  himself  was  a  living  figure  in  the  reign  of 
William  the  Fourth,  and  died  not  long  before  its  close. 
Under  the  date  of  March  31,1837,  Charles  Greville 
writes  :  '  Among  the  many  old  people  who  have  been 
out  off  by  this  severe  weather,  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable is  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  who  died  at  Brighton 
at  above  eighty  years  of  age.  She  was  not  a  clever 
woman,  but  of  a  very  noble  spirit,  disinterested, 
generous,  honest  and  affectionate,  greatly  beloved 
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by  her  friends  and  relations,  popular  in  the  world, 
and  treated  with  uniform  distinction  and  respect  by 
the  Eoyal  Family.'  The  death  of  this  celebrated 
woman  recalls  to  memory  one  of  the  saddest  and 
most  shameful  chapters  in  the  whole  sad  and  shame- 
ful story  of  the  utterly  worthless  Prince  who  became 
George  the  Fourth. 

Meanwhile  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth  was 
hastening  to  its  close.  The  King  had  had  several 
attacks  of  illness,  and  more  than  once,  before  the  end 
was  yet  quite  near,  his  physical  condition  went  down 
so  low  that  those  around  him  believed  it  impossible  for 
him  to  rise  again.  He  rallied,  however,  more  than 
once,  and  regained  his  good  spirits  and  gave  hope  to 
those  who  had  any  real  wish  for  his  recovery  that  the 
reign  had  not  yet  quite  come  to  an  end.  In  some  of 
his  better  moods  he  showed  glimpses  of  that  higher 
nature  which  was  wont  to  assert  itself  fitfully  now 
and  then  at  many  periods  of  his  career.  More  than 
once  he  prayed  fervently  in  these  later  days  that 
his  life  might  be  spared  until  the  Princess  Victoria 
should  come  of  age.  Almost  to  the  end  the  usual 
festivities  were  kept  up  at  Windsor  Castle,  and  the 
Queen,  by  his  wish,  visited  the  race -course  at 
Ascot  a  few  days  before  the  end  came ;  but  it  is 
recorded  that  she  only  remained  an  hour  on  the 
ground.  The  formal  announcement  that  the  King 
was  seriously  ill  was  not  made  until  within  a  few 
days  of  the  sovereign's  death.  Even  when  regular 
bulletins  began  to  be  issued,  they  were  so  sparing  of 


404    A  HISTORY  OF  WILLIAM  THE   FOURTH.   CH.  LXXIX. 

their  information,  and  so  carefully  guarded  against 
any  suggestion  of  alarm,  that  the  outer  public  had 
really  very  little  to  go  upon,  except  the  bare  fact 
that  the  King  was  growing  to  be  an  old  man,  and 
that  he  was  liable  to  fits  of  illness  just  as  he  had 
been  for  years  before.  It  would  appear  that  it  was 
William's  whim  to  dictate  the  bulletins  himself,  and 
that  he  was  very  anxious  not  to  allow  a  word  to  go 
forth  which  might  convey  a  knowledge  of  his  actual 
condition.  The  poor  old  sovereign  was  apparently 
inspired  by  the  full  conviction  that  the  prolongation 
of  his  life  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  people,  and  it  may  be  fully  believed  that 
his  unwillingness  to  admit  the  imminence  of  danger 
to  his  life  came  from  an  honest  sort  of  public  pur- 
pose. He  gave  his  attention  to  the  business  of  the 
State  almost  to  the  very  last.  All  the  time  those 
who  were  immediately  around  the  sinking  sovereign 
knew  quite  well  that  the  end  was  close  at  hand,  and 
were  already  consulting  earnestly  and  constantly  as 
to  the  steps  which  ought  to  be  taken  to  prepare  for 
the  new  reign,  even  as  to  the  matter  of  mere  cere- 
monials which  were  to  accompany  the  accession  of  a 
woman  as  sovereign.  On  June  16  Greville  says: 
4  Met  Sir  Eobert  Peel  in  the  Park,  and  talked  with 
him  about  the  beginning  of  the  new  reign.  He  said 
that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  young  Queen 
should  appear  as  much  as  possible  emancipated  from 
all  restraint,  and  exhibit  a  capacity  for  the  discharge 
of  her  high  functions.  That  the  most  probable  as 
well  as  the  most  expedient  course  she  could  adopt 
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would  be  to  rely  entirely  on  the  advice  of  Mel- 
bourne, and  she  might  with  great  propriety  say  that 
she  thought  it  incumbent  on  her  to  follow  the  example 
which  had  been  set  by  her  two  uncles,  her  predecessors, 
George  the  Fourth  and  William  the  Fourth.'  Each 
of  these  had  retained  the  ministers  whom  he  found  in 
office,  although  not  quite  of  his  own  pattern.  There 
were  some  fears,  at  the  time,  that  Leopold,  King  of 
the  Belgians,  might  hasten  over  to  England,  and 
might  exercise,  or  at  least  be  suspected  of  exercising, 
an  undue  influence  over  the  young  Princess  Victoria. 
Eeaders  at  the  present  day  will  notice,  perhaps  with 
peculiar  interest,  the  observation  made  by  Greville 
that  'Lord  Durham  is  on  his  way  home,  and  his 
return  is  regarded  with  no  little  curiosity,  because 
he  may  endeavour  to  play  a  great  political  part,  and 
materially  to  influence  the  opinions,  or  at  least  the 
councils,  of  the  Queen.'  Lord  Durham,  up  to  this 
time,  was  regarded  by  most  people  merely  as  a 
Radical  of  a  very  advanced  order,  burning  with 
strong  political  ambitions,  fitfully  impelled  with 
passionate  likings  and  dislikings,  and  capable  of 
proving  a  serious  trouble  to  the  quiet  of  the  new 
reign.  We  know  now  that  Durham  was  soon  drawn 
away  almost  altogether  from  home  politics,  disap- 
pointing thereby  many  of  his  Eadical  admirers,  and 
that  he  found  a  new  field  of  success,  and  established 
for  himself  an  abiding  place  in  history  as  the  states- 
man to  whose  courage,  energy,  and  genius  is  owing 
the  foundation  of  the  self-governing,  prosperous, 
peaceful,  and  loyal  Dominion  of  Canada,  which  has 
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again  and  again  proved   itself  in   recent  times  an 
important  part  of  the  empire's  strength. 

Writing  of  the  Princess  Victoria,  Greville  goes  on 
to  say  :  '  What  renders  speculation  so  easy,  and  events 
uncertain,  is  the  absolute  ignorance  of  everybody, 
without  exception,  of  the  character,  disposition,  and 
capacity  of  the  Princess.  She  has  been  kept  in  such 
jealous  seclusion  by  her  mother  (never  having  slept 
out  of  her  bedroom,  nor  been  alone  with  anybody 
but  herself  and  the  Baroness  Lehzen),  that  not  one  of 
her  acquaintance,  none  of  the  attendants  at  Ken- 
sington, not  even  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland, 
her  governess,  have  any  idea  what  she  is  or  what  she 
promises  to  be/  Greville  tells  us  that '  the  Tories  are 
in  great  consternation  at  the  King's  approaching 
death,'  because  they  fear  that  the  new  sovereign  is 
not  likely  to  make  any  advances  to  them,  while  '  the 
Whigs,  to  do  them  justice,  behave  with  great  de- 
cency ;  whatever  they  may  really  feel,  they  express  a 
very  proper  concern,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Melbourne 
really  feels  the  concern  he  expresses.'  Then  Greville 
dismisses,  for  the  moment,  the  whole  subject  with  the 
words  :  '  The  public  in  general  don't  seem  to  care 
much,  and  only  wonder  what  will  happen/  The 
chronicler  no  doubt  expressed  very  correctly  the 
public  feeling.  Of  course,  there  is  nothing  surprising 
in  the  fact  that  while  the  poor  King  lay  dying  those 
who  had  any  official  relations  with  the  Court  or  with 
Parliament  were  occupying  themselves,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  with  speculations  as  to  the 
immediate  changes  which  his  death  would  bring 
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about,  and  with  discussions  and  disputations  as  to  the 
proper  arrangements  and  ceremonials  to  accompany 
and  to  follow  his  passing  away  from  this  world. 
Something  of  the  same  kind  must  have  happened  in 
the  case  of  any  Windsor  shopkeeper  whose  family 
and  friends  were  in  hourly  expectation  of  his  death, 
and  it  is  only  when  such  discussions  and  arrange- 
ments come  to  be  recorded  as  the  part  of  a  history  of 
a  reign  that  we  are  likely  to  feel  impressed  by  the 
difference  between  the  prosaic,  practical  details  of  the 
business  of  this  world  and  the  sacred  solemnity  of  the 
event  that  is  supposed  already  to  cast  its  shadow  before. 
There  appears  to  have  been  some  dispute  be- 
tween the  authorities  of  Church  and  State  as  to  the 
offering  up  of  prayers  in  the  churches  for  the  recovery 
of  the  King.  William  was  anxious  that  the  prayers 
should  be  offered  at  once,  and  the  Privy  Council 
assembled  to  make  the  order  ;  but  the  Bishop  of 
London  raised  an  objection  not  to  the  offering  of  the 
prayers,  but  to  the  suggestion  that  the  prayers  were 
to  be  offered  in  obedience  to  an  order  coming  from 
the  Lords  in  Council.  The  Bishop  maintained  that 
the  Lords  had  no  power  to  make  any  such  order. 
In  the  discussion  which  took  place  it  appears  that 
some  eminent  lawyers  were  of  opinion  that  even  the 
King  himself  had  no  power  to  order  the  use  of  any 
particular  prayers,  or,  at  all  events,  that  even  if  he 
had  any  such  power  it  was  in  virtue  of  his  position  as 
head  of  the  Church  and  not  as  head  of  the  State. 
This  was  indeed  to  raise  what  the  late  Baron 
Bramwell  once  humorously  described  as  c  a  most 
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delightful  point  of  law.'  The  difficulty  appears  to 
have  been  got  over  by  a  sort  of  compromise,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  undertaking  to  order,  on 
his  own  authority,  that  prayers  should  be  offered 
up  in  all  churches  for  the  King's  recovery,  and  the 
order  was  no  doubt  dutifully  obeyed.  To  complete 
the  satirical  humour  of  the  situation  King  William 
ought  actually  to  have  died  while  the  dispute  was 
still  going  on  as  to  the  precise  authority  by  which 
prayers  were  to  be  offered  up  for  his  recovery,  but 
some  sort  of  effective  arrangement  was  made  during 
the  monarch's  few  remaining  hours  of  life,  and  the 
appeal  on  his  behalf  was  duly  made. 

On  June  19  the  King  was  found  to  be  falling 
deeper  and  deeper  into  weakness,  which  seemed  to 
put  all  chance  of  his  recovery  out  of  reasonable 
consideration,  and  the  Sacrament  was  adminis- 
tered to  him  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
One  of  the  King's  last  utterances  may  be  set  down  as 
in  the  best  sense  characteristic — it  illustrated,  that  is 
to  say,  the  best  side  of  his  character.  '  Believe  me,' 
were  the  words  of  the  dying  King,  '  that  I  have 
always  been  a  religious  man.'  It  may  be  admitted, 
in  justice  to  William,  that  according  to  his  generally 
dull  and  often  confused  and  hazy  lights  he  did 
always  recognise  the  standard,  higher  than  that  of 
mere  expediency  or  political  compromise,  or  personal 
convenience,  set  up  to  regulate  the  conduct  even  of 
princes. 

The  reign  came  to  an  end  on  June  20,  1837. 
Shortly  after  two  o'clock  that  morning  King  William 
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passed  away.  He  died  calmly  and  without  a 
struggle.  The  closing  hours  of  his  life  had  a  resig- 
nation and  a  dignity  about  them  which  might  well 
have  fitted  the  end  of  one  whose  whole  career, 
public  and  private,  had  been  more  dignified  and 
more  noble  than  that  of  the  poor,  eccentric,  restless, 
illiterate  personage  who  succeeded  the  last  of  the 
Georges  on  the  throne  of  England.  It  must  be  owned 
that,  whatever  the  personal  defects  and  disadvan- 
tages of  the  sovereign,  the  reign  of  King  William 
the  Fourth  had  been  more  beneficent  in  politics 
than  that  of  any  of  his  predecessors  since  the  days 
of  Queen  Anne.  For  the  first  time  in  the  modern 
history  of  England  the  voice  of  the  people  had  been 
authorised  by  legislation  to  have  some  influence  over 
the  direction  of  national  affairs.  The  passing  of  the 
great  Eeform  measure,  and  the  rush  of  other  reforms 
which  followed  it,  opened  the  way  for  a  new  system 
of  administration,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  in 
the  political  and  social  life  of  the  empire  have  been 
expanding  ever  since.  With  the  reign  of  William 
the  Fourth  the  principle  of  personal  rule,  or  rule 
by  the  mere  decree  and  will  of  the  sovereign,  came 
to  an  end.  If  the  reign  is  to  be  judged  by  the  work 
it  accomplished,  it  cannot  but  be  set  down  in  history 
as  a  great  reign.  Perhaps  there  were  few  men  in 
England  of  whatever  class,  high  or  low,  who  had 
less  of  the  quality  of  personal  greatness  than  William 
the  Fourth.  He  had  greatness  thrust  upon  him  by 
the  mere  fact  that  fate  would  have  him  King.  He 
contributed  nothing  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
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the  many  important  works  which  are  the  best  monu- 
ments of  his  reign,  except  by  the  negative  merit  of 
having  at  least  not  done  anything  to  prevent  their 
being  accomplished.  Even  this,  however,  is  a  claim 
to  the  respect  of  posterity  which  must  be  denied  to 
some  of  his  nearest  predecessors.  He  ruled  over  a 
great  country  without  acquiring  during  his  course 
any  quality  of  greatness  for  himself.  He  was  like 
the  glass  of  the  window,  which  admits  the  light  of 
the  sun  without  any  light-creating  power  of  its  own. 
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Byng,  Admiral : 

Fails  to  relieve  Minorca,  ii.  395 
Tried  and  shot,  ii.  396 
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Career,  iii.  443 

Memoirs,  iii.  444 
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Death  at  Missolonghi,  iv.  70 
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On  Grattan,  iii.  424 
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Camperdown,  battle  of,  iii.  439,  463 
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ii.  376,  377 

Sketch  of  history,  ii.  376  seqq. 
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of  India,  iv.  48,  49 
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and  Parliamentary  reform,  iv. 
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Policy,  Summary  of,  iv.  86 
Prime  Minister,  iv.  77,  81 
Resigns  office,  iv.  10,  44,  48 
Sketch  of  career,  iv.  44  seqq.,  87 
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Canterbury,  Archbishop  of,  attends 
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245 

Foreign  Policy,  ii.  234,  320,  321 
Hatred  of  Pulteney,  ii.  255 
Knowledge  of  German,  i.  309 
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Catalans  and  Peace  of  Utrecht,  i.  123 
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73,  93  seqq. 
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Charing  Cross  in  1714,  i.  89 
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Charles  XII.  of  Sweden : 
Action  in  Poland,  ii.  31 
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ii.  366,  367 

Viceroy  of  Ireland,  ii.  328,  329 
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Cholmondeley,     Earl      of,    moves 
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Character,  iii.  72 
Death,  iii.  94 

Denunciation  of  Hogarth,  iii.  85 
Flight,  iii.  80 
'  Rosciad,'  iii.  74 
Satires,  iv.  96 
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Cider  tax  proposed,  iii.  42 
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i.  75 

Clarke,  Adam,  death,  iv.  396 
Clarke,  George,  killed  in  riot,  iii.  179 
Clarkson,    Thomas,    West    Indian 

Slavery  and,  iv.  270, 276 
Clavering,  General  Francis,  iii.  359, 

360 

Death,  iii.  365 
Clement,     Pope,     interview    with 

Charles  Stuart,  ii.  268 
Clerk,  Lord  Justice,  i.  171 
Clerkenwell   Prison  broken    open, 

iii.  280 

Cleveland,  Duchess  of,  i.  29 
Clifton,  engagement  at,  ii.  297 
Clinton  at  Boston,  iii.  240 
Clive,  Eichard,  ii.  339 
Clive,  Robert,  ii.  337 

Advances  against  Surajah  Dow- 

lah,  ii.  358 

Captures  Arcot,  ii.  350 
Character,  ii.  340 
Discerns     Warren     Hastings' s 

talent,  iii.  345,  347 
Escapes  from  Madras,  ii.  346 
Forges  Admiral  Watson's   sig- 
nature, ii.  361 

Governor  of  Fort  St.  David,  ii. 
354 
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Clive,  Robert — cont. 
Marries,  ii.  352 
Negotiates  with  Surajah  Dowlah, 

ii.  359 

Protests  against  Indian  Admini- 
stration, iii.  346 

Returns  to  England,  ii.  352, 364 
Returns  to  India,  iii.  349 
Sketch  of  career,  ii.  341  seqq. 
Clonmel,  Clubs  in  1714,  i.  97 

State  trials  at,  iv.  248 
Coalition  Ministry  (1783),  iii.  310, 

315 

Fall  of,  iii.  324,  327 
Cobbett,  William  : 
Death,  iv.  393 
Prosecution,  iv.  17 
Sketch  of  career,  iv.  215 
Cobden,  R.,  doctrine  of  non-inter- 
vention, iv.  87 
Cochrane,  Thomas,   Earl   of  Dun- 

donald,  assists  Greeks,  iv.  67 
'  Cocoa  Tree,'  coffee-house,  i.  100 
Code  Napoleon,  iii.  457 
Codrington,  Sir  Edward,  commands 

at  Navarino,  iv.  70,  134 
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Coke's  description  of  Raleigh,  iii.  395 
Coleridge,    Samuel  Taylor,   death, 

iv.  394 
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(1765),  iii.  110 

Committee  of  Secrecy,  i.  137,  220 
Compton,  Sir  Spencer,  Lord  Wil- 
mington, ii.  142,  250 
Character,  i.  361 
Death,  ii.  320 
Prime  Minister,  ii.  254 
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i.  279 
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iii.  238 

Congress  of  Verona  and  Vienna 
(see  Verona  and  Vienna  Con- 
gress) 
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Congreve,  William,  sketch  of,  i.  392 
Coningsby,  Lord,  i.  137 

Impeaches  Oxford,  i.  142 
Convention  between  England  and 

Spain  (1739),  ii.  213,  222 
Petition  against,  ii.  216 
Conway,   circular  letter  to   gover- 
nors of  colonies,  iii.  145 
Cooke,  George,  Tory  candidate  for 

Middlesex,  iii.  162 
Death,  iii.  172 
Coote,  Major  Eyre,  ii.  363 
Cope,    Sir    John,    Scottish    Com- 

mander-in- Chief,  ii.  279 
Defeated  at  Preston  Pans,  ii.  285 
Copley,  Sir  John   (see  Lyndhurst, 

Baron) 
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Cork  in  1714,  i.  109 
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land, iii.  447 
Surrenders  at  York  Town,  iii. 
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Corporation  Act  repealed,  iv.  73,  93 
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Cottenham,    Lord    Chancellor,    iv. 

351 

Court  Street  Conspiracy,  iii.  219 
Covent  Garden  in  1714,  i.  89 
Cowper,  Spencer,  i.  137 
Cowper,  William,  Earl,  Lord  Chan- 
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Evidence  against,  i.  288 
Opposes  taxing  Catholics,  i.  284 
Sketch  of,  i.  128 
Coxe,  Archdeacon,  on : 

Division  on  Prince  of  Wales' s 

allowance,  ii.  117 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  ii.  44 
Crabbe,  George : 

Account  of  taking  of  Newgate, 

iii.  279 
Death,  iv,  393 
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Objects  of,  i.  380,  381 
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Started,  i.  341 
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Crawford,    Earl    of,    on    Princess 

Anne's  dowry,  ii.  58 
Croix,  Petit  de  la,  Persian   Tales, 

iii.  351 
Croker,  John  Wilson,  ii.  142 

Obstructs  Reform  Bill,  iv.  226 
Cromarty,  Lord,  trial,  ii.  303,  304 
Cromwell,  Elizabeth,  death,  ii.  3 
Cruden,      Alexander,     dislike     to 

Wilkes,iii.  186 
Culloden,  Battle  of,  ii.  298 

Prisoners,  ii.  309 
Cumberland,      Ernest      Augustus, 

Duke  of: 
Orange  Association  and,  iv.  384, 
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Supports  Irish  Church,  iv.  304 
Unpopularity,  iv.  141 
Cumberland,     William     Augustus, 

Duke  of  (Butcher),  ii.  50 
Army  at  Stafford,  ii.  289 
Character,  ii.  297 
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Conduct  after  Culloden,  ii.  301 
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iii.  100, 128 
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Curran,  John  Philpot : 
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iii.  450 

Description  of  Ireland,  iv.  36 
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De  Launay  decapitated,  iii.  407 
De  Quincey,  iii.  61 
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ii.  1 
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Defends  Queen  Caroline,  iv.  7, 
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Character,  i.  3 
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Derby,     Edward    Geoffrey    Smith 

Stanley,  Earl  of : 
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iv.  331 

Political  principles,  iv.  302 
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Derby,     Edward    Geoffrey    Smith 
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English  Protestant  Association,  iii. 

263,  268 
Meeting  in  St.  George's  Fields, 

iii.  269, 270 
English    substituted   for   Latin  in 

indictments,  &c.,  i.  396 
Entinck,  John,  Editor  of  Monitor, 

iii.  70 
Eon,  Chevalier  d',  present  to  Wilkes, 

iii.  185 
Erskine,  Thomas,  Lord : 

Defends  Lord  George  Gordon, 

iii.  289 

On  Coronation  oath,  iv.  75 
Eugene,  Prince,  of  Savoy,  ii.  32,  47 
Excise  BiU  (1733),  i.  416 

Abandoned,  i.  419 
Excise  Reform,  i.  409 
Exeter  in  1714,  i.  105 


FACTORIES  ACT  (1833),  iv.  280, 
282 
Factory  labour  and  State,  iv.  278, 

280 
Fairman,    Colonel,   Orange  lodges 

and,  iv.  387,  388 

Falkirk,  Hawley  defeated  at,  ii.  297 
'Family  compacts,'  ii.  34;  iii.  37 
Famines  in  Scotland,  i.  117 


FOR 

Fancy  Franchises,'  iv.  254 
Fane,  British  Envoy  at  Florence, 

ii.  269 

Fashions  in  1760,  iii.  22 
Ferguson,  on  Edinburgh  City  Guard, 

ii.  78 
Fielding,  Henry : 

On  mob  in  London,  iii.  170 

Satires  on  Pretender,  ii.  291 

Fielding,  Sir  John,  house   sacked, 

iii.  280 
Finch,  Lord,  presents  Bolingbroke's 

petition  to  Lords,  i.  338 
Fitzgerald,  Lord  Edward,  iii.  426, 

433  ;  iv.  285 
Death,  iii.  445 
Marriage,  iii.  304 
Sketch  of  career,  iii.  431 
Withdraws  from  Dublin  Parlia- 
ment, iii.  440 
Fitzgerald,     Vesey,     defeated     by 

O'Connell,  iv.  102 
Fitzherbert,  Mrs. : 
Death,  iv.  402 
George   IV.  and,  iii.  334 ;    iv. 

122 

Fitzwilliam,  Earl,  Viceroy  of  Ire- 
land, iii.  425 
Flaxman,  John,  iv.  129 
Fleet  Ditch,  i.  95 
Fleet  marriages,  ii.  372 
Fleming,    Sir   Michael,   and   Lord 

George  Gordon,  iii.  273 
Fletcher,  Andrew,  in  Edinburgh  in 

1745,  ii.  281 
Fleury,  Cardinal,   Prime   Minister 

of  France,  i.  345,  381 
Florida  and  Carolina,  dispute  as  to 

boundaries,  ii.  212 
Fontenoy,  battle  of,  ii.  278 
Foote,  on  Alexander  Wedderburn, 

iii.  217 
Forbes,   Duncan,  in  Edinburgh  in 

1745,  ii.  81 
Foreign  aid  for  America,  iii.  251 
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FOR 

Forster,  Thomas  : 
Escapes,  i.  187 
In  Newgate,  i.  180 
Fort  Duquesne  built,  ii.  380 
Fort  Duquesne  taken,  iii.  247 
Fort  St.  David,  Clive  at,  ii.  346,  351 
Fort  Ticonderoga  taken,  iii.  246 
'  Forty-five,'  Account  of  Kebellion, 

ii.  270  seqq. 

Forty- shilling  freeholders,  iv.  109 
Fowke,   charged  with    conspiracy, 

iii.  361 
Fox,  Charles  James,  i.  36 

Acquainted  with  Paris,  iii.  404 
Antagonism  to  Pitt,  iii.  310 
As  Leader  of  Opposition,  i.  377 
Attitude  on  Kegency,  iii.  335 
Attitude  towards    French   Ke- 

volution,  iii.  409,  413 
Attitude  towards  Pitt,  iii.  468 
Character,  iii.  313 
Coalition  with  North,  iii.  310 
Contracted  with  Pitt,  iii.  292 
Death,  iii.  469  ;  iv.  85 
Early  life,  iii.  195 
Foreign  Secretary  and  Leader 

of  Commons,  iii.  468 
Friend  to  Ireland,  iii.  441 ;  iv.  31 
India  Bill,  iii.  316  seqq. 
On  Henry  Grattan,  iii.  424 
Parliamentary  career,   iii.  194, 

197 

Praises  of  Pitt,  iii.  307 
Prince   of  Wales's  conduct  to, 

iii.  335 

Resigns  office,  iii.  309 
Scholarship,  iii.  197 
Secretary  of  State,  iii.  309 
Speech  on   Middlesex  Election 

Petition,  iii.  182 
Fox,  Henry  (see  Holland,  Lord) 
Fox's  Martyrs,  iii.  327 
France : 

Acknowledges  independence  of 
America,  iii.  252 


FEE 
France — cont. 

Condition     before     Revolution, 

iii.  401 

Declares  war  (1793),  iii.  418 
In  1716,  i.  202,  203 
Spain    and,   Alliance    between, 

ii.  34,  35,  241 
Spanish  policy,  iv.  59 
Francis,  Philip : 

Character,  iii.  359 
Duel  with  Hastings,  iii.  369 
Hostile  to  Hastings,  iii.  387 
Probable  author  of  '  Letters  of 

Junius,'  iii.  181 
Franklin,  Benjamin : 

At  Bar  of  House,  iii.  143,  214 
Gala  suit,  iii.  214,  215,  253 
Letters     of      Hutchinson     and 

Oliver  and,  iii.  211,  213 
On   Whitefield's    eloquence,   ii. 

185 
On     Wilkes's    candidature    for 

Parliament,  iii.  160,  183 
Signs  Peace  in  Paris,  iii.  253 
Sketch  of,  iii.  141 
Frazer,  Under  Secretary  of  State, 

iii.  324 
Frederick  Lewis,  Prince  of  Wales, 

ii.  50 
Attempts    to    see   his    mother, 

ii.  156 
Banished  from   King's  palaces, 

ii.  143 

Bids  for  popularity,  ii.  93 
Carries  off  his  wife  to  London, 

ii.  141 

Character,  ii.  94,  95,  98,  102 
Claims  independent  allowance, 

ii.  102 
Conduct  on  declaration  of  war, 

ii.  236 

Death,  ii.  368 
Epitaphs,  ii.  368 
Income,  ii.  116 
Marries  Princess  Augusta,  ii.  62 
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Frederick  Lewis,  Prince  of  Wales — 

cont. 

Patriots  and,  ii.  66,  143,  146 
Relations  with   George   II.,  ii. 

53,  66,  101, 121,  138  seqq. 
Sketch  of,  ii.  51 

Votes  against  address  on  Con- 
vention, ii.  223 
Frederick     II.     of     Prussia     (the 

Great),  ii.  373 
Account    of    abandonment    of 

Excise  Bill,  i.  420 
Description  of  George  I.,  i.  354 
Occupies  Silesia,  ii.  241 
Frederick  William,  King  of  Prus- 
sia, and  George  II.,  ii.  60 
Freedom  of  City,  origin  of,  iv.  356 
Free    Trade,    movement    towards, 

iv.  130 

Free  Trade,  Walpole  and,  i.  416 
French  aims  in  America,  ii.  380 
French  expeditions  to  Ireland, 

iii.  434,  446,  448 
French  in  Canada,  ii.  376 
French  Eevolution,   iii.    392,    405 

seqq. 
Condition     of    France    before, 

iii.  401 

England  and,  iii.  417,  422 
French  Eevolution  of  1830,  iv.  136 
Fuseli,  Henry,  iv.  129 

a  AGE,  General : 
Arrives   in  Massachusetts,  iii. 

227 
Raid  upon  stores  in  Concord, 

iii.  238 
Galland,     version      of      '  Arabian 

Nights,'  iii.  351 

Game  Laws,  severity  of,  iv.  118 
Garrick,  David,  and  Samuel  John- 
son, iii.  58 

Gascoigne,  General,  amendment  to 
Eeform  Bill,  iv.  209 
iii. 


GEO 
Gates,  General  Horatio,  iii.  246 

Traitor,  iii.  252 
Gay,  John : 

'  Beggar's  Opera,'  i.  395 ;  ii.  127 

Lampoons,  ii.  136 

'  Polly,'  ii.  127 

Secretary  to    Lord  Clarendon, 

i.  50 

Sketch  of,  ii.  3 

Gazetteer  and  New  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, iii.  177 
j  George  I.  (George  Louis,  Elector  of 

Hanover) : 
Attitude  towards  Prince  ofWales, 

i.  200,  335,  359 

Character,  i.  8,  11,  78,  119,  352 
Conduct  during  1715,  i.  178 
Coronation,  i.  133 
Death,  i.  348 
Descent,  i.  7 

Directions  about  Czar,  i.  214 
Distrusts  Marlborough,  i.  72 
Entry  into  London,  i.  77 
Extent  of  Empire,  i.  118 
Journey  to  England,  i.  75 
Letter    to    King    of   Spain    on 

Gibraltar,  i.  388 
New  Lords  Justices,  i.  71 
Principles  of  government,  i.  119 
Proclaimed  king,  i.  62,  64 
Project  for  kidnapping  Prince  of 

Wales,  ii.  146 

Stories  of  later  years,  i.  349 
Treatment  of  Oxford  and  Boling- 

broke,  i.  132 

Visits  Hanover,  i.  199,  310,  347 
Will,  i.  352 
George  II. : 

At  Dettingen,  ii.  242 
Character,   i.   358;    ii.    61,    63, 

101,  155,  163,  404 
Consults  Walpole,  ii.  259 
Death,  ii.  403 
Godfather  to  his  grand -daughter, 

ii.  143 
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George  II. — cont. 

Guardian    of   the    Realm    and 
Lieutenant,  i.  201 

His  family,  ii.  50 

Income,  ii.  118 

In  danger   through  storms,   ii. 
91 

Letter  to  Queen,  ii.  100 

Negotiates  with    Carteret    and 
Pulteney,  ii.  325 

On  Handel,  ii.  69 

Opens  Parliament  (1728),  i.  369 

Party  when   Prince  of  Wales, 
i.  336 

Proposes  allowance  to  Prince  of 
Wales,  ii.  107,  115 

Proposes   duel  with    Frederick 
William  of  Prussia,  ii.  61 

Relations  with  George  I.,  i.  200, 
335,  359  ;  ii.  145 

Relations  with  Prince  of  Wales, 
ii.  53,  66,  101,  138  seqq.,  156 

Royal  speech  (1727),  i.  364 

Speech  from  throne  (1735)  ii.  29 

Sympathy  with  his  mother,  i.  200 

Unpopular,  ii,  92 

Visits  Hanover,  ii.  63,  65,  278 
George  III. : 

Accession,  iii.  2 

Attitude  towards  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, iv.  74 

Attitude  towards  French  Revo- 
lution, iii.  415 

Attitude  towards  Wilkes,  iii.  79, 
165,  183 

Birth,  ii.  370 

Character,  iii.  6,  332 ;  iv.  126 

Coronation,  iii.  17 

Courage   during  Gordon    riots, 
iii.  283 

Death,  iii.  480 

Dislikes  Fox  and  North,  iii.  311 

Dislikes  Pitt,  iii.  4,  36 

Dismisses  Fox  and  North,  iii.  324 

Grenville  and,  iii.  98,  100,  128 


QEO 

George  III. — cont. 

Ideal  of  governing,  iii.  32,  34, 

110 

Illnesses,  iii.  99,  335,  470 
Improvements  during  reign,  iii. 

481 
Letter  to  Temple  on  India  Bills, 

iii.  323 
Ministry  of  All  the  Talents  and, 

iii.  469 

Personal  appearance,  iii.  4 
Policy        towards        American 

colonies,  iii.  107,  109,  209,  225 
Private  life,  iii.  26 
Speech  from  throne  (1760), iii.  30 
George  IV.  (Augustus  Frederick) : 
Accession  and  illness,  iv.  1 
Attitude  towards  Canning,  iv.  44, 

52,  64,  65,  77,  90 
Attitude  towards  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, iv.  75,  77,  106 
Attitude  towards  Lord  Grey,  iv. 

105 
Character,  iii.  333;  iv.  32,  39, 

41,  124  seqq. 
Coronation,  iv.  13 
Death,  iv.  121 
Endeavours  to  obtain  divorce, 

iv.  5,  8, 11 
Friend  of  Fox  and  Sheridan,  iii. 

334  ;  iv.  31 
Illness,  iv.  119 
In  opposition,  iii.  334 
Interview      with      Wellington, 

Lyndhurst,  and  Peel,  iv.  107 
Letters  to  Lord  Liverpool,  iv. 

37,52 
Marries    Princess    Caroline    of 

Brunswick,  iii.  337 
Mrs.  Fitzherbert  and,  iii.  334; 

iv.  122 

Regent,  iii.  470 
Visits  Hanover,  iv.  38 
Visits  Ireland,  iv.  31  seqq. 
Visits  Scotland,  iv.  40 
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Georgia,  John  Wesley  visits,  ii.  168, 

178 

Georgian  drama,  ii.  126 
Georgian  literature,  iii.  234 
Gheriah,  Pirate  stronghold,  ii.  354 
Gibbon  on  Gordon  riots,  iii.  270 
Gibraltar : 

Besieged  (1727)  i.  300 
Debate  on  restitution  of,  i.  388 
Gin  riots,  ii.  74 
Gladsmuir  (see  Preston  Pans,  battle 

of) 
Gladstone,  John,  entertains  George 

Canning,  iv.  49 

Gladstone,  William  Ewart,  iv.  49 
Junior  Lord  of  Treasury,  iv.  333 
On  '  Drapier's  Letters,'  i.  322 
Speech      on      Irish       Church 

revenues,  iv.  344 
Glasgow  in  1714,  i.  113 
Gloucester,  Duke  of,  death,  i.  4 
Glynn,  Serjeant,  M.P.  for  Middlesex, 

iii.  172 
Goderich,  Viscount : 

Colonial  and  War  Secretary,  iv. 

81 

Prime  Minister,  iv.  91 
'  Prosperity  Kobinson,'  iv.  91 
Kesigns  office,  iv.  93 
Sketch  of,  iv.  91 
Godolphin,  Countess  of,  i.  276 
Godolphin,    Earl    of,    Lord    Privy 

Seal,  ii.  142 
Goethe : 

Eeferred  to,  iii.  199-200 
'  Sorrows  of  Werther,'  iii.  229 
Goldsmith,  Oliver : 
Plays,  iii.  233 
Sketch  of  career  and  writings, 

iii.  229,  234 
Gordon,  Colonel,  threatens  rioters, 

iii.  274 

Gordon,  Elizabeth,  Duchess  of, 
improves  Scotch  agriculture,  i. 
117 


GRA 

Gordon,  Lord  George  : 
Acquitted,  iii.  289 
Arrested,  iii.  288 
Death  in  Newgate,  iii.  289 
Denounces  Burke,  iii.  274 
Presents  petition  to  Commons, 

iii.  272  " 

Sketch  of,  iii.  264 
Gordon  riots,  iii.  270  seqq. 
Gordon,  Sir  John,  ii.  296 
Government  by  party,  i.  372 
Graeme,  Colonel,  mission,  iii.  15 
Graf  ton,  Duke  of  (I.),  killed  in  Cork, 

i.  109 

Grafton,    Duke    of    (II.),    Bill    to 

suspend  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  i.  280 

Grafton  (Augustus  Henry  Fitzroy), 

Duke  of  (III.)  : 

Junius's  indictment  of,  iii.  179 
Kesigns  place   in   Eockingham 

ministry,  iii.  149 
Sketch  of,  iii.  48 
Graham,  Sir  James  : 

First  Lord  of  Admiralty,  iv.  176, 

177 
Kefuses  office  in  Peel's  ministry, 

iv.  331 

Resigns  office,  iv.  302 
Speech  on  Irish   Church   reve- 
nues, iv.  343 
Granard,  Lord,  tells  King  James  of 

conspiracy,  i.  30 
Grant,   Sir  Archibald,   interest  in 

road-making,  i.  116 
Granville,   Earl  of    (see    Carteret, 

John) 
Grattan,  Henry : 

Buried  in  Westminster  Abbey, 

iv.  32 

Leader  of  Irish,  iii.  424 
Withdraws  from  Dublin  Parlia- 
ment, iii.  440 

Gray,  '  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church- 
yard,' ii.  384 
Great  Seal  stolen,  iii.  326 


428 


INDEX. 


GRE 

'  Grecian  '  coffee-house,  i.  100 
Greece  :  struggle  for  independence, 

iv.  55,  67,  134 
Green,  J.  B.,  on  '  Family  Compact,' 

ii.  41 

Greene,  Nathaniel,  iii.  241,  245 
Gregory  XIII.  reforms  calendar,  ii. 

367 

Grenville,  George,  iii.  36,  77 
Colonial  policy,  iii.  115,  120 
Prime  minister,  iii.  98 
Proposes  tax  to  maintain  garrison 

in  America,  iii.  119 
Regency  Bill  and,  iii.  99 
Sketch  of,  iii.  42 
Speech  on   Middlesex    election 

petition,  iii.  182 
Stamp  Act,  iii.  120,  122 
Grenville,  James,  iii.  36 
Grenville,  William  Wyndham,  Lord, 
Ministry  of  All  the  Talents,  iii. 

468 
Greville,  Charles,  on  : 

Duel  between   Wellington   and 

Winchilsea,  iv.  115 
Edmund  Burke,  iii.  133 
George  IV.'s  illness,  iv.  120 
James  and  John  Stuart  Mill,  iv. 

392 

Meeting  Macaulay,  iv.  256 
Princess  Victoria,  iv.  404,  406 
WiUiam  IV.,  iv.  158,  159 
William  IV.  and  Whig  ministers, 

iv.  243 
Grey,  Charles,  Earl : 

Appeal     to     archbishops     and 
bishops  on  Reform  Bill,  iv.  237 
Appeals  to  country,  iv.  212 
Attacks  Canning,  iv.  82 
Attitude  towards    electoral   re- 
form, iv.  73,  82 
Attitude    towards    Irish    State 

Church,  iv.  302,  305 
Catholic  Emancipation  and,  iv. 
105 


HAL 

Grey,  Charles,  Earl — cont. 
Character,  iv.  167 
Introduces  third  Reform  Bill,  v. 

240 

Irish  grievances  and,  iv.  286 
Leader  of  Opposition,  iv.  142 
Motion  on  speech  from  throne, 

iv.  144 

Prime  Minister,  iv.  169 
Resigns  office,  iv.  324 
Scheme  of  creating  new  peers, 

iv.  244,  249 

Speech  on  reform,  iv.  150 
Speech  on  Reform  Bill  (second), 

iv.  233 
Grey,  Earl : 

Committed  to  Tower,  i.  281 
Condemns  South  Sea  Bill,  i.  250 
Grey,  Sir  George,  Under-Secretary 

of  Colonies,  iv.  351 
Grosvenor,     Sir    Richard,     names 

squares  and  streets,  i.  90 
Grote,  George  : 

Motion  for  ballot  in  municipal 

elections,  iv.  361 
On  Irish  State  Church  system, 

iv.  292 

Sketch  of,  iv.  298 
Speech  on   Ward's  motion   on 

Irish  Church,  iv.  299,  301 
Guelf,  history  of  family,  i.  6 
Guildhall  banquet  rumours,  iv.  155 

HADDINGTON,      Lord,     intro- 
duces   sowing    grass     seeds, 
i.  117 
Haidar : 

Grudge  against  English,  iii.  367 
Sketch  of  career,  iii.  366 
Halhed,  friend  of  Sheridan,  iii.  300 

302 
Halifax,  Lord,  iii.  79 

Wilkes  before,  iii.  81 
Halkett,  Sir  P.  K.,  warns  General 
Braddock,  ii.  381 
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Hall,  Kobert,  death,  iv.  396 
Hamilton,  James,  Duke  of,  killed 

in  duel,  ii.  161 

Hamilton,  Lady  Archibald,  accom- 
panies  Prince   and    Princess   of 
Wales  to  London,  ii.  142 
Hamilton     (Single-speech),    Secre- 
tary to  Halifax,  iii.  187 
Hampden,  John,  and  ship  money, 

i.  324 

Hampden,  Richard,  i.  138 
Hampton     Court     Palace,     Royal 

Family  in,  ii.  139,  141 
Handel : 

Reception  of  '  Messiah,'  ii.  68 
Royal  Family  and,  ii.  67 
Hanger,  George,  iii.  336 
Hanover : 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu's 

account  of,  i.  199 
Separation  from  English  Crown 

proposed,  ii.  140 
Sketch  of  House  of,  i.  6 
Thackeray's  description  of,  i.  73 
Treaty  of,  i.  386 
Hanoverian    dynasty,   position   of, 

iv.  131 

Harcourt,  Simon,  Lord  Chancellor : 
Motion    on    Oxford's  impeach- 
ment, i.  221 
Sketch  of  career,  i.  64 
Hardwicke,    Philip    Yorke,     Lord 

Chancellor,  ii.  11,  254 
Heads  deputation  to  Prince  of 

Wales,  ii.  107 

On  declaration  of  war,  ii.  235- 

Opposes  Pitt,  iii.  36 

Passes  Marriage  Act,  ii.  372 

Harley,  Robert  (see  Oxford,  Earl  of) 

Harley,    Thomas,    arrest    ordered, 

i.  139 
Harrington,     Lord,     Secretary    of 

State,  i.  399 

Harrison,    Audrey,    marries   third 
Marquis  Townshend,  iii.  152 


HAS 
Harrowby,  Lord,  and  Cato  Street 

conspiracy,  iv.  24 
Harvard   College,    places   in  lists, 

iii.  105 
Hastings,      Howard,     assists     his 

nephew,  iii.  340 

Hastings,  Lady  Elizabeth,  Essays 
by  Congreve  and  Steele  on,  i.  395 
Hastings,  Pynaston,  iii.  339 
Hastings,  Warren : 
Acquitted,  iii.  394 
Advice    on   quarrel  of   Nawab 

and  Ellis,  iii.  348 
At  Bar  of  House,  iii.  381,  398 
Attempts  literature,  iii.  350 
Benares  expedition,  iii.  372 
Buys  Daylesford,  iii.  380 
Charges  against,  iii.  356 
Company's     representative     at 

Murshidabad,  iii.  345 
Defence  at  Bar  of  House,   iii. 

381 

Duel  with  Francis,  iii.  369 
Enemies,  iii.  360,  365,  366 
Evidence  before  House  of  Com- 
mons' Committee,  iii.  350 
Friendship  for  Sir  James  Bland- 

Burges,  iii.  385 
Governor- General,  iii.  359;  his 

Council,  iii.  359  seqq. 
Governor  of  Bengal,  iii.  355 
Impeached,  iii.  388 
Indian  policy,  iii.  377 
Life  at  Daylesford,  iii.  398 
Marriage,  iii.  345,  354 
Oriental  diplomacy,  iii.  844 
Oriental  studies,  iii.  850 
Presents    Deccan    diamond  to 

king,  iii.  388 
Reforms    needed    and    carried 

out,  iii.  355, 356 
Relations  with  Impey,  iii.  369, 

370 

Resignation  accepted,  iii.  364 
Returns  to  England,  iii.  349 
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Hastings,  Warren — cont. 
Returns  to  India,  iii.  353 
Scheme  for  Supreme  Court  and 

Council,  iii.  370 
Sketch  of  career,  iii.  338  seqq. 
State  of  India  on   his   arrival, 

iii.  343 

Trial,  iii.  389  seqq. 
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i.  401 
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On  Maryborough,  i.  31 
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i.  265 

Reception  of  Carteret,  i.  308 
Sketch  of,  i.  45 
Stella  and,  ii.  314 

Swinburne,   'A  Jacobite's    Exile,' 
ii.  312 

rPALBOT,    Charles,   Lord  Chan- 
cellor, ii.  12,  107 
Talleyrand : 

Dines  with  William  IV.,  iv.  162 
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Talleyrand — cont. 

On  Alexander  Hamilton,  ii.  331 ; 

iv.  392 
Tea  Tax  introduced  by  Townshend, 

iii.  156 

Telford,  Thomas,  death,  iv.  393 
Temple,  John,  iii.  213 
Temple,  Richard  Grenville,   Earl, 

iii.  36 

Action  on  India  Bill,  iii.  323 
Persuades  Pitt  to  refuse  office, 

iii.  101,  128 
Removed      from      Lord-Lieu- 

tenantcy,  iii.  87 
Resigns  office,  iii.  325 
Shows  King's  Speech  to  Wilkes, 

iii.  78 

Supports  Wilkes,  iii.  161 
Ten-pound  franchise,  iv.  181 
Tenterden,  Chief  Justice,  decision 

in  Cobbett  prosecution,  iv.  218 
Test  Act : 

Debate  on  proposed  repeal,  ii. 

233 

Repeal  proposed,  ii.  146 
Repealed,  iv.  73,  93 
Thackeray,  W.  M.,  iv.  398 
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On  George  IV.,  iii.  334 
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Sir  Walter  Scott,  iv.  40 
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Peel,  iv.  108 

On  Laurence  Sterne,  ii.  402 
On   Swift's   character,   ii.   316, 

317 

Thames  frozen  (1716),  i.  201 
Thames  Tunnel,  iv.  129 
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Ministers,  iv.  20 
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Thornhill,  Sir  James,  i.  90 
Thurlow,  Lord,  iii.  315 
Thynne,  Thomas,  Lord,  i.  10 
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iii.  368 
Tithe    question,    Ireland,   iv.   287 

seqq.,  300,  305 
Government    proposal    on,    iv. 

293,  341 

Tobacco,  excise  duty  on,  i.  415 
Tolbooth  fired,  ii.  83 
Tone,  Matthew,  fights  under  Hum- 
bert, iii.  447 

Tone,  Theobald  Wolfe,  iv.  285  : 
Death,  iii.  451 
Letter  to  his  wife,  iii.  447 
Marriage,  iii.  429 
Project    for    Colony  in    South 

Sea  island,  iii.  428 
Scheme  for  French  invasion  of 

Ireland,  iii.  430 
Sketch  of,  iii.  427  seqq. 
Tonson,   Jacob,  Secretary  to  Kit- 

Kat  Club,  i.  97 
Torcy,   Marquis    de,   Secretary  of 

State,  France,  i.  144 
Tories : 

Attitude  towards  restoration  of 

Stuarts,  i.  20,  24 
Doctrines,  i.  22  seqq. 
Jacobitism  and,  iii.  33 
Old  school  of,  iv.  336 
Origin  of  name,  i.  21 
Peace  of  Utrecht  and,  i.  120 
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Retaken  by  French,  iii.  420 
Welcomes  English  fleet,  iii.  419 
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of,  iii.  152 

Townshend,     Charles     ('  Weather- 
cock '),  i.  130 
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Death,  iii.  157 
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Townshend,  Charles,  Viscount : 
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President  of  Council,  i.  239 

Resigns  office,  i.  398 

Secretary  of  State,  i.  127,  364 

Sketch  of,  i.  129 
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ii.  402 
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Triennial  Parliament  Acts,  i.  190 
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Dies  in  Tower,  ii.  309 

Supports  Young  Pretender,   ii. 
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Turkey  in  1716,  i.  202 

ULM,  capitulation  of,  iii.  465,467 
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towards,  i.  110 
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Upper  Ossory,  John,  Earl  of,  iii.  49 
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345 
Campeachy    logwood    question 
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Tories  and,  i.  120 
Trade  disputes  and,  ii.  198 
Will  of  Charles  II.  and,  ii.  36 


V 


ALLEY  FORGE,  iii.  252 
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i.  16 
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Ellis,  iii.  348 
Vendome,  Due  de,  i.  130 

Character,  i.  207 
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Verden  ceded  to  Hanover,  i.  210, 

211 
Verona  Congress  arid  Holy  Alliance, 

iv.  55,  58,  63 

Victoria,  Princess  Alexandrina : 
Birth,  iii.  480 
Heir-presumptive,  iv.  140 
William  IV.  and,  iv.  163,  164 
Vienna,  Congress  of,  iv.  53 
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Voltaire,  epigram  on  Byng,  ii.  396 
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Wales,    Prince   of    (see   Frederick 
Lewis,    Prince    of    Wales,    and 
George  IV.) 

Walkenshaw,  Miss,  ii.  310 
Walmoden,  Mme.,  ii.  64,  100,  404 
Walpole,  Baron,  i.  294 
Walpole,  Horace,  Earl  of  Orford  : 
Account  of  his  father  (1742),  ii. 
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Acquainted  with  Paris,  iii.  404 
Contrasts      Townshend      with 

Burke,  iii.  155 

Description  of  George  L,  i.  78 
Description     of     Lord     Hills  - 

borough,  iii.  203 
Description   of   Mme.    Kilman- 

segge,  i.  9 

Eulogy    of     Queen     Charlotte, 
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Maiden  speech  in  defence  of  his 

father,  ii.  258 

On  Bute's  Administration,  iii.  39 
On  Carteret,  i.  308 
On  Chesterfield's  speeches,  ii.  6 
On  Coronation  of  George   III., 

iii.  17 

On  dinner  hour,  iii.  25 
On  James  Stuart,  i.  14 
On  Lord  George  Gordon,  iii.  266 
OnWhitefield's  eloquence,  ii.  185 
On  Wilkes's  career,  iii.  189 
Walpole,  Horatio,  Lord : 

Ambassador  to  Paris,  i.  312,  313, 

382 
Moves  Address  on  Convention, 

ii.  227 

Kecalled  from  Paris,  i.  399 
Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Earl  of  Orford : 
Accepts  war  policy,  ii.  238 
Administration,  i.  294  seqq.,  400 
Address  to  George  II.,  i.  366 
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James  Stuart,  ii.  246 
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form, ii.  49 
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Secrecy,  i.  138,  139,  220 
Character,  i.  216  ;  ii.  11,  23,  260 
Charges  against,  ii.  248,  258 
Conduct  on  Prince  of  Wales's 

allowance,  ii.  106 
Correspondence    with     Towns- 

hend,  i.  330 
Corruption  under,  i.  303  ;  ii.  16, 
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First  great  finance  minister,i.  300 
Fiscal  policy,  i.  302, 405, 409  seqq. 
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On  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales, 
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On  South  Sea  Company,  i.  247, 
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Paymaster-General,  i.  127,  238 
Pleads  against  war  with  Spain, 
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Quarrel  with  Townshend,  i.  398 
Relations  with  stage,  ii.  126 
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Restored  to  office,  i.  363 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland, 

i.  328 
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and  Portugal,  ii.  47 
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Speech  on  Bolingbroke,  ii.  20 
Speech   on   Prince   of    Wales's 

allowance,  ii.  115 
Speech  on  secession  from  Com- 
mons, ii.  230 
War  declared  against  Spain,  ii.  235 
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War  of  Independence,  ii.  57 
War  of  Polish  Succession,  ii.  30  seqq. 
'•  War  of  the  Succession,  purpose  of 

i.  120 

War  passion,  ii.  195 
War  with  Spain,  iii.  40 
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Ward,  Artemus,  iii.  246 

Ward,  Henry,  resolution  on  Irish 

State  Church,  iv.  294,  295,  296 
Ward,  Ned,  ballad  on  Marlborough's 

return  to  England,  i.  70 
Ward,  Plumer,  author  of '  Tremaine,' 

iv.  295 
Ward,  Sir  John,  petition  on  South 

Sea  Company,  i.  267 
Wardle,  Colonel,  iii.  466 
Warren,  General,  iii.  241 
Washington,  George : 
Character,  iii.  259 
Commands    continental    army, 

iii.  248 
Disapproves  of  Boston  exploit, 

iii.  221,  224 
Fires  first  shot  against  enemy, 

ii.  379 
First    President    of    American 

Eepublic,  iii.  260 
Sketch  of  career,  iii.  247 
Watson,  Admiral,  commands  fleet 
against  SurajahDowlah,ii.358,360 
4  Waverers,'  iv.  239 
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iv  15 

Wedderburn,  Alexander,  Solicitor- 
General,  iii.  204 
Denounces  Franklin,  iii.  213,  214 
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iii.  285 

Sketch  of,  iii.  216 
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petition,  iii.  182 
'Weekly  Political   Kegister,'   Cob- 

bett's  article  in,  iv.  217,  219 
Wellesley,  Arthur  (see  Wellington, 

Duke  of) 

Wellesley,  Garret,  Earl  of  Morning- 
ton,  iii.  470 

Wellesley,  Richard  C.,  Marquis  of: 
Resigns  Viceroyalty  of  Ireland, 

iv.  101 
Sketch  of  career,  iv.  100 
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Wellington,  Arthur  Wellesley,  Duke 

of: 
Accompanies    George    IV.    to 

Waterloo,  iv.  38 
At    opening  of   Liverpool  and 

Manchester  Railway,  iv.  143 
Attitude  towards  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, iv.  75,  78,  105,  147 
Attitude  towards  Municipal  Bill, 

iv.  362 
Attitude  towards  Parliamentary 

reform,  iv.  73 
Attitude  towards  Queen  Caroline, 

iv.  9 

Character,  iv.  167 
Declines  to  form  Ministry,  iv.  245 
DuelwithLordWinchilsea,iv.ll3 
Interview  with  King  on  Catholic 

Emancipation,  iv.  107 
Prime  Minister,  iv.  93,  139 
Represents  England  at  Congress 

of  Verona,  iv.  57,  58 
Resigns  office,  iv.  157 
Secretary    for    Foreign  Affairs, 

iv.  331 

Sketch  of,  iii.  471  seqq. 
Speech  against  Reform  Bill,  iv. 
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Speech    on    Parliamentary  re- 
form, iv.  150 
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and  South  Sea  Company,  i.  253 
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Wesley,  Charles,  ii.  170,  182,  192 
Accompanies  John  to  Georgia, 

ii.  178 

On  Revivalist  meetings,  ii.  184 
Wesley,  John : 

Breaks  away  from  Moravians, 

ii.  185 
Breaks  from  discipline  of  Church 
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Wesley,  John — cont. 

Character,    ii.    177,     179,   182, 

188 

Dispute  with  Whitefield,  ii.  185 
Marriage,  ii.  181 
Organisation,  ii.  186 
Sketch  of,  ii.  168  seqq. 
Visits  Georgia,  ii.  168,  176 
Wesleyan  Movement,   account  of, 

ii.  168  seqq. 

In  United  States,  ii.  190 
Kevivalist  meetings,  ii.  183 
West  Indian  Planters,  grant  to,  iv. 

275,  277 
West  Indies,  slavery  in,  iv.  263  seqq. 

Abolished,  iv.  275,  276 
Westminster  Hall,  iv.  373 
Booths  in,  i.  85 
Explosion  in,  ii.  59 
Wetherell,    Sir  Charles,    obstructs 
Beform  Bill,  iv.  226 

Rescued  from  rioters,  iv.  237 
Weymouth,  Lord,  letter  to  magis- 
trate in  case  of  riot,  iii.  166, 172 
Wharncliffe,    Lord,  amendment  to 

Reform  Bill,  iv.  234 
Wharton,  Duke  of: 
Character,  i.  346 
Condemns  South  Sea  Bill,  i.  250, 

260 
Whately,  — ,  Private  Secretary  to 

George  Grenville,  iii.  209 
Whately,  William,  iii.  213 
Wheler,  appointed  Governor-Gen- 
eral, iii.  364 
Whigs : 

Ascendency,  iii.  33 

Attitude    towards    Hanoverian 

Succession,  i.  20 
Doctrines,  i.  22  seqq. 
Foreign  policy  (1716),  i.  206 
Nobles  and  Reform  Bill,  iv.  247 
Origin  of  name,  i.  22 
Whitbread,  efforts  to  inquire  into 
troubles  in  Ireland,  iii.  441 
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Whitefield,  George,  ii.  170, 182, 192 
Disputes  with  Wesley,  ii.  185 
Oratory,  ii.  184 

White's  chocolate-house,  i.  100 
Widdrington,    Lord,     a    prisoner, 

i.  180, 181 

Wilberforce,  William : 
Later  years,  iv.  390 
Supports  Queen  Caroline,  iv.  7 
Votes  against  Dundas,  iii.  466 
West   Indian  Slavery  and,   iv. 

264,  267,  269 
Wilkes,  John: 

Arrested,  iii.  79,  80 

At  King's  Bench,  iii.  165 

Attack  on,  iii.  87,  89 

Brings    actions    against     Lord 

Halifax  and  Wood,  iii.  86 
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Catholic  Relief  for  Scotland  and, 

iii.  268 

Churchill  and,  iii.  75 
Committed  to  Tower,  iii.  81 
Death,  iii.  193 
Duel  with  Martin,  iii.  90 
Elected  Alderman  for  Farring- 

don  Without,  iii.  185 
Elected  Lord  Mayor,  iii.  189 
Elected  Sheriff,  iii.  189 
Expelled  from  House,  iii.  178 
Interview  with  Johnson,  iii.  192 
Later  life,  iii.  190 
Liberated  from  prison,  iii.  187 
Literary  executor  to  Churchill, 

iii.  94 

M.P.  for  Aylesbury,  iii.  68,  70 
North  Briton  and,  iii.  71,  76,  78 
On  rioters,  iii.  287 
Outlawed,  iii.  92 
Released  by  Judge  Pratt,  iii.  82, 

86 

Sketch  of,  iii.  65  seqq. 
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iii.  178, 187 
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Marlborough,  i.  30 
William  IV. : 

Accession,  iv.  133 

Assents  to  Bill  for  Abolition  of 

Slavery,  iv.  276 

Attitude  towards  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, iv.  159 
Attitude    towards    Irish    State 
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(1831),  iv.  210 
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Conduct   to    Mrs.    Fitzherbert, 
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Death,  iv.  408 
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ingen,  iv.  135 
Mrs.  Jordan  and,  iv.  134 
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Popular,  iv.  213,  214 
Prayers  for,  iv.  407 
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Speech  from  Throne  (1830),  iv. 

139,  143,  149 
Speech  from  Throne  (1831),  iv. 

238 
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Unconventionalities,  iv.  163 
Unpopular,  iv.  248 
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Wilmington,   Lord    (see  Compton, 
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against  Spaniards,  ii.  203 
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Wilson's   execution    and   Porteous 

riots,  ii.  79 
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iv.  113 

Letter  on  Duke  of  Wellington 
and   Catholic  Emancipation, 
iv.  Ill 
On     Princess     Anne's    Dowry, 

ii.  58,  59 
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iii.  27 

Wintoun,    Earl    of,  a    prisoner,   i. 
180 

Escapes,  i.  186 
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Wolfe,  James  : 
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Death,  ii.  386 
Monument,  ii.  386 
Wood,  Alderman,  supports   Queen 
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Wooster,  — ,  iii.  246 
Wray,  Sir  Cecil,  opponent  of  Fox 
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Wyndham,  Sir  William — cont. 
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Sketch  of,  i.  378  ;  ii.  237 
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Public  career,  iv.  83 
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A  Dictionary  of  the  Drama :  being  a  comprehensive  Guide  to  the  Plays,  Playwrights,  Players, 
and  Playhouses  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  America,  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present 
Day.  Crown  8vo,  half-bound,  iss.  6d.  [Prefai-ing. 

Quips  and  Quiddities.    Selected  by  W.  DAVENPORT  ADAMS.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  as.  6 1. 

Agony  Column  (the)  of  'The  Times,'  from  1800  to  1870.     Edited 

with  an  Introduction,  by  ALICE  CLAV.     Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d. 

Alexander  (Mrs.),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  25.  each. 

Maid,  Wife,  or  Widow?  • I     Blind  Fate. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6d.  each;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  as.  each. 
Yalerle's  Fate.     I     A  Life  Interest.     |     Mona's  Choice.     |     By  Woman's  Wit. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  ?s.  t>d.  each. 

The  Cost  of  her  Pride.  I    Barbara,  Lady's  Maid  and  Peeress.    I    A  Fight  with  Fate. 
A  Golden  Autumn.         1    Mrs.  Crichton's  Creditor.                        j   The  Step-mother. 
A  Missing  Hero.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. [Jan. 

Allen  (F.  M.).— Green  as  Grass.    Crown  8vo.  cloth,  3$.  6d. 

Allen  (Grant),  Works  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  65.  each. 

The  Evolutionist  at  Large. I  Moorland  Idylls. 

Post-Prandial  Philosophy.    Crown  8vo.  art  lla<en,  $s.  6d. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d.  each  :  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2J.  each. 


Babylon.    12  Illustrations. 

Strange  Stories.   Frontis. 

The  Beckoning  Hand. 

For  Maimie's  Sake. 

Philistia. 

In  all  Shades. 


The  Devil's  Die. 
This  Mortal  (Boll. 
The  Tents  of  Shem.  Fr< 
The  Great  Taboo. 
Dumareaq's  Daughter. 
Under  Sealed  Orders. 


The  Duchess  of  Powysland. 
Blood  Royal. 

Ivan  Greet's  Masterpiece. 
The  Scallywag.    24  Illusts. 
At  Market  Value. 


Dr.  Palliser's  Patient.    Fcap.  8vo,  cloth  boards,  is.  6d. 


Anderson  (Mary).— Othello's  Occupation.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d. 
Arnold  (Edwin  Lester),  Stories  by. 

The  Wonderful  Adventures  of  Phra  the   Phcanician.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  with  12 

Illustrations  by  H.  M.  PAGET,  y.  6d.  •  post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. 
The  Constable  of  St.  Nicholas.    With  Frontispiece  by  S.  1^.  WOOD.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3.1.  6d. 

Artemus  Ward's  Works.    With  Portrait  and  Facsimile.    Crown  Svo, 

cloth  extra,  $s.  6rf.— Also  a  POPULAR  EDITION  post  Evo,  picture  boards,  as. 

Ashton  (John),  Works  by.     Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  75.  6d.  each. 

History  of  the  Chap-Books  of  the  18th  Century.    With  334  Illustrations. 
Humour,  Wit,  and  Satire  of  the  Seventeenth  Century.    With  82  Illustrations. 
English  Caricature  and  Satire  on  Napoleon  the  First.    With  115  Illustrations. 
Modern  Street  Ballads.    With  57  Illustrations. 

Social  Life  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne.    With  85  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  <>*. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s.  each. 

Social  Life  under  the  Regency.    With  90  Illustrations, 
Florlzel'B  Folly ;  The  Story  of  GEORGE  IV.    With  Photogravure  Frontispiece  and  12  Illustrations. 

Bacteria,  Yeast  Fungi,  and  Allied  Species,  A  Synopsis  of.     By 

W.  B.  GROVE  B.A.    With  87  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  y.  M, 


a    CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  Publishers,   in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C. 
Bardsley  (Rev.  C.  Wareing,  M.A.),  Works  by. 

English  Surname*  t  Their  Sources  and  Significations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  7.?.  6rf. 

Curiosities  of  Puritan  Nomenclature.   Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Baring  Gould  (Sabine,  Author  of  'John  Herring,'  &c.),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6rf.  each ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s.  each. 
Red  Spider. I     Eve. 

Barr  (Robert:  Luke  Sharp),  Stories  by.    Cr.  8vo,  cl.,  35.  6d.  each. 

In  a  Steamer  Chair.    With  Frontispiece  and  Vignette  by  DEMAIN  HAMMOND. 
From  Whose  Bourne,  &c,    With  47  Illustrations  by  HAL  HURST  and  others. 
Revenge  !    With  12  Illustrations  by  LANCELOT  SPEED  and  others. 
A  Woman  Intervenes.     With  8  Illustrations  by  HAL  HURST. 

The  Unchanging  East :  Notes  on  a  Visit  to  the  Farther  Edge  of  the  Mediterranean.    With  a 
Frontispiece.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6j. 


Barrett  (Frank),  Novels  by 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  1 


The  Sin  of  Olga  Zassoulich. 
Between  Life  and  Death. 
Folly  Morrison*.     ;     Honest  Davie. 
Little  Lady  Linton. 


boards,  as,  each ;  cloth,  zs.  6d.  each. 


Little  Lady  Linton. 
A  Prodigal's  Progress. 


John  Ford;  and  His  Helpmate. 
A  Recoiling  Yengeance. 
Lieut.  Barnabas.   |     Found  Guilty. 
For  Love  and  Honour. 


Crown  8vo,  cloth,  $s.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  as  each ;  cloth  limp,  2s.  6d.  each. 
Fettered  for  Life.  I   The  Woman  of  the  Iron  Bracelets.    |     The  Harding  Scandal. 
A  Missing  Witness.    With  8  Illustrations  by  W.  H.  MARGETSON. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  f>ci,  each. 
Under  a  Strange  Mask.    With  19  Illusts.  by  E.  F.  BREWTNALL.  |     Was  She  Justified  ? 

Barrett  (Joan).— Monte  Carlo  Stories.    Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  15. 6d. 
Beaconsfield,  Lord.     By  T.  P.  O'CONNOR,  M.P.     Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  55. 
Besant  (Sir  Walter)  and  James  Rice,  Novels  by." 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  ss.  each ;  cloth  limo,  ss.  6d.  each. 


Ready-Money  Mortiboy.i  The  Golden  Butterfly. 
Little  Girl.  The  Monks  of  Thelema. 


My  Little  uin. 

With  Harp  and  Crown.     By  Cell  a"  s  Arbour. 

This  Son  of  Vulcan.          I  The  Chaplain  of  the  Fleet. 


Hhe  Seamy  Side 
The  Case  of  Mr.  Lucraft. 
'Twas  in  Trafalgar's  Bay. 
The  Ten  Years'  Tenant. 

There  are  also  LIBRARY  EDITIONS  of  all  the  above,  excepting  Ready-Money  Mortiboy  and 
The  Golden  Butterfly,  handsomely  set  in  new  type  on  a  large  crown  8vo  page,  and  bound  in  cloth 
extra,  6s.  each ;  and  POPULAR  EDITIONS  of  The  Golden  Butterfly  and  of  All  Sorts  and  Con- 
ditions of  Men,  medium  8vo,  6ct.  each 

Besant  (Sir  Walter),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  as.  each  :  cloth  limp,  as.  6d.  each. 
All  Sorts  and  Conditions  of  Men.    With  12  Illustrations  by  FRED.  BARNARD. 
The  Captains'  Room,  &c.    With  Frontispiece  by  E.  J.  WHEELER. 
All  in  a  Garden  Fair.    With  6  Illustrations  by  HARRY  FURNISS. 
Dorothy  Forster.    With  Frontispiece  by  CHARLES  GREEN. 
Uncle  Jack,  and  other  Stories.  |        Children  of  Gibeon. 

The  World  Went  Very  Well  Then.    With  12  Illustrations  by  A.  FORESTIER. 
Herr  Paulus:  His  Rise,  his  Greatness,  and  his  Fall.         |         The  Bell  of  St.  Paul's. 
For  Faith  and  Freedom.    With  Illustrations  by  A.  FORESTIER  and  F.  WADDY. 
To  Call  Her  Mine,  &c.    With  9  Illustrations  by  A.  FORESTIER. 


Arm 
Bt.  K 


lorel  of  Lyonesse  :  A  Romance  of  To-day.    With  12  Illustrations  by  F.  BARNARD. 

Jt.  Katherine's  by  the  Tower.    With  12  Illustrations  by  C.  GREEN. 

Verbena  Camellia  Stephanotis,  &c.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  GORDON  BROWNE. 

The  Ivory  Gate.  The  Rebel  Queen. 

Beyond  the  Dreams  of  Avarice.  With  12  Illustrations  by  W.  H.  HYDE. 

In  Deacon's  Orders,  &c.    With  Frontispiece  by  A.  FORESTIER.     |        The  Revolt  of  Man, 

The  Master  Craftsman.     I     The  City  of  Refuge. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  j£.  6rf.  each. 
A  Fountain  Sealed.   With  a  Frontispiece.  |     The  Changeling. 

\«.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s.  each. 

The  Orange  Girl.    With  8  Illustrations  by  F.  PEGRAM.  [_      The  Fourth  Generation. 
The  Charm,  and  other  Drawing-room  Plays.  By  Sir  WALTER  BESANTand  WALTER  H.  POLLOCK 

With  so  Illustrations  by  CHRIS  HAMMOND  and  JULE  GOODMAN.   Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  6s. 

or  blue  cloth,  to  range  with  the  Uniform  Edition  of  Sir  WALTER  BESANT'S  Novels,  3.v.  6</. 
Fifty  Years  Ago.    With  144  Illustrations.    Crown  gvo,  cloth,  3^.  6d. 
The  Eulogy  of  Richard  Jefferies.    With  Portrait.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 
London.    With  125  Illustrations.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6<i. 
Westminster.     With  Etched  Frontispiece   by   F.    S.  WALKER,   R.E.,    and  130  Illustrations  by 

WILLIAM  PATTEN  and  others.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  7*.  6rf. 
South   London.       With    Etched    Frontispiece  by  F.    S.   WALKER,  R.E,,  and  118  Illustrations. 

Demy  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  iSs. 

East   London.     With  55  Illustrations  by  PHIL  MAY,  L.  RAVEN  HILL,  and  JOSEPH  PENNELI  . 

Demy  8vo.  cloth,  18* .  [S/tort/v. 

Jerusalem  :  The  City  of  Herod  and  Saladin.    By  WALTER  BRYANT  and  E.  H.  PALMER.      Fourth 

Edition.     With  a  new  Chapter,  a  Map,  and  n  Illustrations.  Small  demy  8vo,  cloth,  -js.  6d. 
Bir  Richard  Whittington.    With  Frontispiece.    Crown  8vo,  art  linen,  3*.  6rf. 
Gaspard  de  Gollgny.    With  a  Portrait.    Crown  8ro  art  linen,  ?s.  6<i. 


CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  Publishers,  flit  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C.      3 
Bechstein    (Ludwig).— As    Pretty    as    Seven,   and   other   German 

v  Stories.    With  Additional  Tales  by  the  Brothers  GRIMM,  and  98  Illustrations  by  RICHTER.    Square 
»  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  6d. ;  gilt  edges,  js.  6d. 

Beriew  (Frank).— The  Art  of  Amusing:    A  Collection  of  Graceful 

Arts,  Games,  Tricks,  Puzzles,  and  Charades.    With  300  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo.  cloth  extra,  4*.  6rf. 

Bennett  (W.  C.,  LL.D.).— Songs  for  Sailors.    Post  8vo,  cl.  limp,  25. 
Bewick  (Thomas)  and  his  Pupils.     By  AUSTIN  DOBSON.     With  95 

Illustrations.    Square  Svo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d. ^^ 

Bierce  (Ambrose).— In  the  Midst  of   Life:    Tales  of  Soldiers  and 

Civilians.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6ii. ;  post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  is. 

BllT  Nye's  Com icl?i story  of  the  United  States.     With  146  Illus- 

tr,itions  by  F.  OPPER.     Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  (>d. 

Bindloss  (Harold).— Ainslie's  Ju-Ju:  A  Romance  of  the  Hinterland. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 


Blackburn's  (Henry)  Art  Handbooks. 


Academy  Notes,  19OO. 

Academy  Notes,  1875-79.     Complete  in 

One  Vol.,  with  600  Illustrations.    Cloth,  6s. 
Academy  Notes,  188O-84.     Complete  in 

One  Vol.,  with  700  Illustrations.    Cloth,  6s. 
Academy  Notes,  189O-94.     Complete  in 

One  Vol.,  with  800  Illustrations.     Cloth,  ?j.  «rf. 
Academy  Notes,  1895-99.     Complete  in 

On«  Vol  ,-with  800  Illustrations.     Cloth,  75.  6d. 
Grosvenor  Notes,  Vol.  I.,  1877-82.  With 

300  Illustrations.    Demy  8vo,  cloth  6s. 


Grosvenor  Notes,  Vol.   II.,  1883-87.    With 

300  Illustrations.     Demy  Svo,  cloth,  6j. 
Grosvenor  Notes,  Vol.  III.,  1888-9O.    With 

330  Illustrations.     Demy  Svo  cloth,  3^.  6<i. 
The    New    Gallery,  1888-1892.     With    950 

Illustrations.    Demy  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 
English  Pictures  at  the  National  Gallery. 

With  114  Illustrations.    is. 
Old    Masters  at    the  National   Gallery. 

With  128  Illustrations,    is.  6d. 
Illustrated    Catalogue    to  the   National 

Gallery.    With  242  Illusts.    Demy  Svo,  cloth,  y 


Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Paris  Salon,  19OO.  With  400  Illustrations.    Demy  Svo,  3*. 

Bodkin    (M.   McD.,   Q.C.).-Dora    Myrl,   the    Lady    Detective, 

Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Bourget  (Paul). — A  Living  Lie.     Translated  by  JOHN  DE  VILLIERS. 

With  special  Preface  for  the  English  Edition.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3*.  6d. 


English  Merchants  :  Memoirs  in  Illustration  of  the  Progress  of  British  Commerce.    With  32  Illus- 
trations.   Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3^.  6J. 

English  Newspapers  :  Chapters  in  the  History  ofjournalism.    Two  Vols.,  demy  Svo,  cloth,  25^. 
The  Other  Side  of  the  Emin  Pasha  Relief  Expedition.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 


Bourne  (H.  R.  Fox),  Books  by. 

English  Merchants  :  Memoirs  in  Illustration 

trations.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3^.  6J. 
English  Newspapers  :  Chapters  in  the  Histo 
The  Other  Side  of  the  Emin  Pasha  Rel 

Boyle  (Frederick),  Works  by.     Post  Svo,  illustrated  bds.,  2s.  each. 

Chronicles  of  No-Man's  Land.   |        Camp  Notes.        I        Savage  Life. 

Brand    (John). —  Observations   on   Popular   Antiquities;    chiefly 

illustrating  the  Origin  of  our  Vulgar  Customs,  Ceremonies,  and  Superstitions.    With  the  Additions  of  Sir 


ng  the  Origi 
ELLIS.     Crown  Svo.  cloth,  js.  6d. _ 

Brayshaw  (J.  Dodsworth).—  Slum  Silhouettes:  Stories ol  London 

Life.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6rf. 

Brewer  (Rev.  Dr.),  Works  by. 

The  Reader's  Handbook  of  Famous  Names  In  Fiction,  Allusions,  References, 
Proverbs,  Plots,  Stories,  and  Poems.  Together  with  an  ENGLISH  ANO  AMERICAN 
BIBLIOGRAPHY,  and  a  LIST  OF  THE  AUTHORS  AND  DATES  OF  DRAMAS  AND  OPERAS.  A 
New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  7J  fxt. 

A  Dictionary  of  Miracles:  Imitative,  Realistic,  and  Dogmatic.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Brewster  (Sir  David),  Works  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  45.  6d.  each. 

More  'Worlds  than  One  :  Creed  of  the  Philosopher  and  Hope  of  the  Christian.    With  Plates. 
The  Martyrs  of  Science:  GALILEO,  TYCHO  BRAHE,  and  KEPLER.    With  Portraits. 
Letters  on  Natural  Magic.    With  numerous  Illustrations. 


Brillat=Savarin. —  Gastronomy    as   a   Fine   Art.      Translated   by 

R.  E.  ANDERSON,  M.A.     Post  Svo,  half-bound.  2J. ' 

Bryden  (H.  A.).— An    Exiled   Scot:  A  Romance.     With  a  Frontis- 
piece, by  J.  S.  CROMPTON,  R.I.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  6s.      

Brydges    (Harold).— Uncle  Sam   at  Home.     With  91  Illustrations 

Post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  sj.  ;  cloth  limp,  2s.  6J. 


4    CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  Publishers,   in  St.  Martin's  Lane,   London,  W.C. 


Buchanan  (Robert),  Novels,  &c.,  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6ci.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2.c.  each. 


The  Shadow  of  the  Sword. 
A  Child  of  Nature.    With  Frontispiece. 
God  and  the  Man.  With  n  Illustrations  by 
Lady  Kilpatrick.          [FRED.  BARNARD. 
The   Martyrdom    of    Madeline.     With 
Frontispiece  by  A.  W.  COOPER. 


Love  Me  for  Ever,    \vith  Frontispiece. 
Annan  Water.  I  Foxglove  Manor. 

The  New  Abelard.   I  Rachel  Dene. 
Matt  :  A  Story  of  a  Car,iv;m.     With  Frontispiece. 
The  Master  of  the  Mine.    With  Frontispiece. 
The  Heir  of  Linne.  |  Woman  and  the  Man. 


Red  and  White  Heather.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^. 


The  Wandering  Jew  :  a  Christmas  Carol.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6j. 


The  Charlatan.    By  ROBERT  BUCHANAN  and  HENRY  MURRAY.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  with  a 

Frontispiece  by  T.  H.  ROBINSON,  3*.  6rf. ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  ss. 
Andromeda :  An  Idyll  of  the  Great  River.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. 

Burton  (Robert).— The  Anatomy  of  Melancholy.     With  Transla- 

tions  of  the  Quotations.     Demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  7.?.  6J. 

Melancholy  Anatomised:  An  Abridgment  of  BURTON'S  ANATOMY.    Post  8vo,  halt-cl,  2s.  6,!1. 

Caine  (Hall),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  35.  6d.  each. ;  post 

8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2S.  each  ;  cloth  limp,  zs.  6rf.  each. 

The  Shadow  of  a  Crime.    |        A  Son  of  Hagar.  |        The  Deemster. 

Also  LIBRARY  EDITIONS  of  The  Deemster  and  The  Shadow  of  a  Crime,  set  in  new  type, 
crown  8vo,  and  bound  uniform  with  The  Christian,  6s.  each;  and  CHK.U'  POPULAR  EDITIONS  of 
The  Deemster,  The  Shadow  of  a  Crime,  and  A  Son  of  Hagar,  medium  8vo,  portrait-cover, 
6d.  each. 

Cameron  (Commander  V.  Lovett).— The  Cruise  of  the  'Black 

Prince '  Privateer.    Post  8vo,  picture  boards,  zs. 

Canada  (Greater)  :  The  Past,   Present,  and  Future  of  the  Canadian 

North- West.     By  E.  B.  OSBORN,  B.  A.     Whh  a  Map.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6rf. 

Captain    Coignet,    Soldier   of   the    Empire:    An  Autobiography. 

Edited  by  LOREDAN  L.ARCHEY.    Translated  by  Mrs.  CAREY.    With  100  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo. 
cloth,  y.  6rf. 

Carlyle  (Thomas).— On  the  Choice  of  Books.    Post  8vo,  cl.,  15.  6d. 

Correspondence  of  Thomas   Carlyle   and  R.  W.  Emerson,  1834-1872.     Edited  by 
C.  E.  NORTON.     With  Portraits.    Two  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  cloth,  24*. 

Carruth  (Hayden). — The  Adventures  of  Jones.    With  17  Illustra- 

tions.    Fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  2J. 

Chambers  (Robert  W.),  Stories  of  Paris  Life  by. 

The  King  in  Yellow.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d. ;  {cap.  8vo,  cloth  limp,  ss.  f>d. 
In  the  Quarter.    Fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  vs.  6d. 

Chapman's  (George),  Works.    Vol.  I.,  Plays  Complete,  including  the 

Doubtful  Ones.— Vol.  II.,  Poems  and  Minor  Translations,  with   Essay  by  A.  C.  SWINBURNE.—  Vol. 
III.,  Translations  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey.    Three  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  each. 

Chappie  (J.  Mitchell).— The  Minor  Chord:  The  Story  of  a  Prima 

Donna.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  $s.  6d. 

Chaucer  for  Children  :  A  Golden  Key.    By  Mrs.  H.  R.  HAWEIS.  With 

8  Coloured  Plates  and  30  Woodcuts.    Crown  410,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6rf. 

Chaucer  for  Schools.    With  the  Story  of  his  Times  and  his  Work.      15y  Mrs.  H.  R.  HAWiilS. 
A  New  Edition,  revised.    With  a  Frontispiece.     Demy  8vo,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Chess,  The  Laws  and  Practice  of.     With  an  Analysis  of  the  Open- 
ings.   By  HOWARD  STAUNTON.    Edited  by  R.  B.  WORMALD.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  ss. 
The  Minor  Tactics  of  Chess  :  A  Treatise  on  the  Deployment  of  the  Forces  in  obedience  to  Stra- 
tegic Principle.     By  F.  K.  YOUNG  and  E.  C.  HOWELL.     Long  fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  2s.  M. 
The  Hastings   Chess   Tournament.      Containing  the   Authorised   Account   of  the  230  Games 
played  Aug.-Sept.,  1895.     With   Annotations   by  PlLLSBURY,  L.ASKER,  TARRASCH.  SIF.IMIZ, 
v  SCHIFFERS,  TEICHMANN,  BARDELEBEN,  BLACKHUKNR,  GUNSBERG,  TINSLEY,  MASON, and 
•    ALBIN  ;  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Chess  Masters,  an<<  i  2  Portraits.    Edited  by  H.  F.  CHKSIII  RK. 
Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  5J. 

Clare  (Austin),  Stories  by. 

For  the  Love  Of  a  Lass.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  ss. ;  cloth,  2j.  6ft. 

By  the  RUe  Of  the  River  :  Tales  and  Sketches  in  South  Tynedale.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  31.  6d. 
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Clive  (Mrs.  Archer),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illust.  boards,  25.  each. 

Paul  Ferroll. I          Why  Paul  Ferroll  Killed  his  Wife. 

Clodd  (Edward;  F.R.A.S.).— Myths  and  Dreams.    Cr.  8vo,  35.  6d. 
Coates  (Anne).—  Rie's  Diary.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d. 
Cobban  (J.  Maclaren),  Novels  by. 

The  Cure  of  Souls.    Post  8vo,  Illustrated  boards,  -is. 

The  Red  Sultan.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3.$-.  6d.  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zj. 

The  Burden  of  Isabel.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3.?.  6<t. 

Coleridge  (M.  E.).— The  Seven  Sleepers  of  Ephesus.    Fcap.  8vo, 

leatherette,  is. ;  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Collins  (C   Allston).— The  Bar  Sinister.     Post  8vo,  boards,  25. 
Collins  (John  Churton,  M.A.),  Books  by. 

Illustrations  of  Tennyson.    Crowu  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Jonathan  Swift.    A  Biographical  and  Critical  Study.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  8j. 

Collins  (Mortimer  and  Frances),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 
From  Midnight  to  Midnight.  I         Blacksmith  and  Scholar. 

You  Play  me  False.  I         The  Village  Comedy. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2J.  each. 


Transmigration.                 I        Sweet  Anne  Page.            1        Frances. 
A  Fight  with  Fortune.     I       Sweet  and  Twenty.        | 

Collins  (Wilkie),  No^ 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  ma 

Antonina. 
Basil. 
Hide  and  Seek. 
The  Woman  in  White. 
The  Moonstone. 
Man  and  Wife. 
After  Dark. 
The  Dead  Secret. 
The  Queen  of  Hearts. 
No  Name. 

'els  by. 

ny  Illustrated,  3^.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo 
cloth  limp,  as.  6d.  each. 
My  Miscellanies. 
Armadale. 
Poor  Miss  Finch. 
Miss  or  Mrs.? 
The  New  Magdalen. 
The  Frozen  Deep. 
The  Law  and  the  Lady. 
The  Two  Destinies. 
The  Haunted  Hotel. 
The  Fallen  Leaves. 

picture  boards,  BJ.  each  ; 

Jezebel's  Daughter. 
The  Black  Robe. 
Heart  and  Science. 
•  I  Say  No.' 
A  Rogue's  Life. 
The  Evil  Genius. 
Little  Novels. 
The  Legacy  of  Cain. 
Blind  Love. 

POPULAR  EDITIONS.    Medium  8vo,  6rf.  each. 

The  Woman  in  White.    I     The  Moonstone.    I    Antonina.   I    The  Dead  Secret. 
The  New  Magdalen. 


Col  man's  (George)  Humorous  Works:  'Broad  Grins,1 'My  Night- 

gown  and  Slippers,'  &c.    With  Life  and  Frontispiece.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3$.  6d. 

Colquhoun   [M.  J.).— Every  Inch  a  Soldier.     Crown  8vo,  cloth, 

3J.  6d. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. 

Colt-breaking,  Hints  on.    By  W.  M.  HUTCHISON.    Cr.  Svo.cl.,  35.  6d. 
Compton    (Herbert). — The    Inimitable    Mrs.    Massingham:     a 

Romance  of  Botany  Bay.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. 

Convalescent  Cookery.    By  CATHERINE  RYAN.    Cr.  8vo,  15. ;  cl.,  is.  6d. 
Cooper  (Edward  H.).— Geoff ory  Hamilton.     Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  3;.  6d. 
Cornish  (J,  F.).r  Sour  Grapes  :  A  Novel.    Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top.  6s. 
Cornwall.— Popular  Romances  of  the  West  of  England ;  or,  The 

Drolls,  Traditions,  and  Superstitions  of  Old  Cornwall.    Collected  by  ROBERT  HUNT,  F.R.S.      With 
_    two  Steel  Piates  by  GEORGE  CRUIKSHANK.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  ^s.  6d. 

Cotes  (V.  Cecil).— Two  Girls  on  a  Barge.     With  44  Illustrations  by 

F.  H.  TOWNSEND.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d. ;  post  8vo,  cloth,  ss.  6J. 

Craddock  (C.  Egbert),  Stories  by. 

The  Prophet  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  M. 
His  Vanished  Star.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  3*.  6rf. 

Cram   (Ralph  Adams).— Black  Spirits  and   White.      Fcap. 

cloth,  is.   6rf. 
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Crellin  (H.  N.),  Books  by. 

Romances  of  the  Old  Seraglio.    With  28  Illustrations  by  S.  L.  WOOD.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6a 
Tales  of  the  Caliph.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  zs. 
The  Nazarenes;  A  Drama.    Crown  8vo.  is.        

Crim  (Matt.).— Adventures  of  a  FaiF  Rebel.   ,CrowrT8vo,  cloth 

extra,  with  a  Frontispiece  by  DAN.  BEARD,  y.  6d. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  ?s. 

Crockett  (S.  R.)  and  others.  —  Tales  of  Our  Coast.     By  S.  R. 

CROCKETT,  GILBERT  PARKER,  HAROLD  FREDERIC,  'Q.,'  and  w.  CLARK  RUSSELL.      With  3 
Illustrations  by  FRANK  GRANGWYN.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6rf. 

Croker    (Mrs.   B.  M.),    Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.^d. 

each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each  ;  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  ea 


Pretty  Miss  Neville. 
Proper  Pride. 
A  Bird  of  Passage. 
Diana  Harrington. 
Two  Masters. 


Interference. 

A  Family  Likene 

•To  Let.' 

A  Third  Person. 

Mr.  Jervis. 


Village  Tales  &  Jungle 

Tragedies. 

The  Real  Lady  Hilda. 
Married  or  Single  ? 


Some  One  Else.     |     Miss  Balmalne's  Past.  I        Beyond  the  Pale. 


Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3* .  6d.  each. 
I     Miss  Balmaine's  Past.  I 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Kerry.    |     Jason,  Ac. |        Infatuation. 

Terence.    With  6  Illustrations  by  SIDNEY  PAGET.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. 

Cruikshank's  Comic  Almanack.     Complete  in  Two  SERiEsT "The 

FIRST,  from  1835  to  1843 ;  the  SECOND,  from  1844  to  1853.  A  Gathering  of  the  Best  Humour  of 
THACKERAY,  HOOD,  MAYHEW,  ALBERT  SMITH,  A'BECKETT,  ROBERT  BROUGH,  &c.  With 
numerous  Steel  Engravings  and  Woodcuts  by  GEORGE  CRUIKSHANK,  HlNE.  LANDELLS,  &c. 
Two  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  js.  6d.  each. 

The  Life  of  George  Cruikshank.     By  BLANCHARD  JERROLD.     With  84  Illustrations  and  a 
Bibliography.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6rf. 

dimming  (C.  F.  Gordon),  Works  by.     Demy  8vo,  cl.  ex.,  85.  6d.  eaT 

In  the  Hebrides.    With  an  Autotype  Frontispiece  and  23  Illustrations. 

In  the  Himalayas  and  on  the  Indian  Plains.    With  42  Illustrations. 

Two  Happy  Years  in  Ceylon.    With  28  Illustrations. 

Via  Cornwall  to  Egypt.    With  a  Photogravure  Frontispiece.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  ?s.  6d. 

Cussans  (John  E.). — A  Handbook  of  Heraldry;  with  Instructions 

for  Tracing  Pedigrees  and  Deciphering  Ancient  MSS.,  &c.    Fourth  Edition,  revised,  with  408  Woodcuts 
and  2  Coloured  Plates.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Cyples  (William).— Hearts  of  Gold.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d. 
Daudet  (Alphonse).—  The  Evangelist;  or,  Port  Salvation.  Crown 

8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6rf.  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s. 

Davenatit  (Francis,  M.AO.— Hints  for  Parents  on  the  Choice  of 

a  Profession  for  their  Sons  when  Starting  in  Life.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Davidson  (Hugh  Coleman).— Mr.  Sadler's  Daughters.      With  a 

Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  WOOD.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  y.  6d. 

Davies  (Dr.  N.  E.  Yorke-),  Works  by.    Cr.  8vo,  15.  ea.;  cl.,  15.  6d.  ea. 

One  Thousand  Medical  Maxims  and  Surgical  Hints. 
Nursery  Hints  :  A  Mother's  Guide  in  Health  and  Disease. 
Foods  for  the  Fat :  The  Dietetic  Cure  of  Corpulency  and  of  Gout. 

Aids  to  Long  Life.    Crown  8vo,  vs. ;  cloth  limp,  gj.  6d.  ^^^ 


Davies'  (Sir  John)  Complete  Poetical  Works.   Collected  and  Edited, 

with  Introduction  and  Notes,  by  Rev.  A.  B.  GROSAKT,  D.I).    Two  Vols..  crown  8vo,  cloth,  39.  or'.  e;icli. 

Dawson  (Erasmus,  M.B.). — The  Fountain  of  Youth.     Crown  8vo, 

cloth  extra,  with  Two  Illustrations  by  HUME  NlSBET.  y.  f>d. 

De^Querin  (Maurice),  The  Journal  of.    Edited  by  G.  S  TREBUTIEN. 

With  a  Memoir  by  SAINTE-BEUVE.    Translated  from  the  soth  French  Edition  by  JESSIE  P.  FROTH- 
INGHAM.    Fcap.  8vo,  half-bound,  g.r.  6rf. 

be  Maistre  (Xavier).— A  Journey  Round  my  Room.    Translated 

by  HENRY  ATTWELL.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  2j.  M. 

De  Mille  (James).— A  Castle  in  Spain.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  with 

a  Frontispiece,  y.  6d. 

Derby~(The) :  TheT*lue~Ribbon  of  the  Turf.     With  Brief  Accounts 

of  THH  OAKS.    By  Louis  HENRY  CURZON.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  limp,  =^6^  

Derwent  (Lelth),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d.  each. 

Oar  l^Ayjot  Tears.  i        Circe's  Lovers. 

Dewar  (T.  R.).— A  Ramble  Round  the  Globe.    With  220  Illustra- 

tioM.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  is.  (xt. 
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De  Windt   (Harry),    Books  by. 

Through  the  Gold-Fields  of  Alaska  to  Bering  Straits.    With  Map  and  33  full  page  Illus- 
trations.   Cheaper  Issue.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Travel  and  Adventure.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^-.  6d. 


True  Tales  of 


Dickens    (Charles),  About    England    with.     By  ALFRED  RIMMER. 

With  57  Illustrations  by  C.  A.  VANDERHOOP  and  the  AUTHOR.     Square  8vo.  cloth,  y.  (>d. 

Dictionaries. 

The  Reader's  Handbook  of  Famous  Names  in  Fiction,  Allusions,  References, 
Proverbs,  Plots,  Stories,  and  Poems.  Together  with  an  ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN 
BIBLIOGRAPHY,  and  a  LIST  OF  THE  AUTHORS  AND  DATES  OF  DRAMAS  AND  OPERAS,  By 
Rev.  E.  C.  BREWER,  LL.D  A  New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  7.1.  6rf. 

A  Dictionary  of  Miracles :  Imitative,  Realistic,  and  Dogmatic.  By  the  Rev.  E.  C.  BREWER, 
LL.D.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Familiar  Short  Sayings  of  Great  Men.  With  Historical  and  Explanatory  Notes  by  SAMUEL 
A.  BENT,  A.M.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  7.?.  6rf. 

The  Slang  Dictionary :  Etymological,  Historical,  and  Anecdotal.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s.  6<i. 

Words,  Facts,  and  Phrases:  A  Dictionary  of  Curious,  Quaint,  and  Out-of-the- Way  Matters.  By 
ELIEZER  EDWARDS.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6rf. 

Dilke  (Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles,  Bart.,  M. P.). —The  British  Empire. 

Crown  8vo,  buckram,  3*.  6rf .  


Dobson  (Austin),  Works  by. 

Thomas  Bewick  and  his  Pupils.    With 
Four  Frenchwomen.    With  Four  Portraits. 


th  95  Illustrations.    Square  8vo,  cloth,  31.  6d. 


T  Frenchwomen.    With  Four  Portraits.    Crown  8vo,  buckram,  gilt  top,  6s. 
iteenth  Century  Vignettes.    IN  THREE  SERIES.     Crown  8vo,  buckram,  6s.  each. 
»aladin  of  Philanthropy,  and  other   Papers.      With  2  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo, 
buckram,  6s. 

Dobson  (W.  T.).— Poetical  Ingenuities  and  Eccentricities.   Post 

8vo,  cloth  limp,  ?.r.  &/. 

Donovan  (Dick),  Detective  Stories  by. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each  :  cloth  limp,  is.  6ci.  each. 


ked't 


A  Detective's  Triumphs. 
In  the  Grip  of  the  Law. 
From  Information  Received. 
Link  by  unk.     |     Dark  Deeds. 
Riddles  Read. 


Tha  Man-Hunter.    I  Wan 

Caught  at  Last.       I  Tracked  to  Doom. 

Tracked  and  Taken. 

Who  Poisoned  Hetty  Duncan  ? 

Suspicion  Aroused. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2J.  each  ;  cloth,  2s.  6d.  each. 
The  Man  from  Manchester.    With  23  Illustrations. 
The  Mystery  of  Jamaica  Terrace.        I     The  Chronicles  of  Michael  Danevitch. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.5-.  6d.  each. 

The  Records  of  Ylncent  Trill,  of  the  Detective  Service.    I   Tales  of  Terror. 
The  Adventures  of  Tyler  Tatlock.  Private  Detective. 


Dowling  (Richard).— Old  Corcoran's  Money.  Crown  8vo,  cl..  35.  6d. 
Doyte  (A.  Conan).— The  Firm  of  Qirdlestone.  Cr.  8vo,  cl.,  35.  6d. 
Dramatists,  The  Old.  Cr.  8vo,  cl.  ex.,  with  Portraits,  35.  6d.  per  Vol. 

Ben  Jonson's   Works.    With  Notes,  Critical  and  Explanatory,  and  a  Biographical  Memoir  by 

WILLIAM  GIFFORD.    Edited  by  Colonel  CUNNINGHAM.    Three  Vois. 
Chapman's  Works.    Three  Vols.    Vol.  I.  contains  the  Plays  complete  ;  Vol.  II.,  Poems  and  Minor 

Translations,  with  an  Essay  by  A.  C.  SWINBURNE  ;  Vol.  III.,  Translations  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey. 
Marlowe's  Works.    Edited,  with  Notes,  by  Colonel  CUNNINGHAM.    One  Vol. 
Massinger's  Plays.    From  GIFFORD'S  Text.    Edited  by  Colonel  CUNNINGHAM.    One  Vol. 

Dudgeon  (R.  E.,  M.D.).— The  Prolongation  of  Life.     Crown  8vo, 

buckram,  y.  6d. 

Duncan  (Sara  Jeannette :  Mrs.  EVERARD  COTES),  Works  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  -js.  6d.  each. 

A  Social  Departure.    With  HI  Illustrations  by  F.  H.  TOWNSEND. 
An  American  Girl  In  London.    With  80  Illustrations  by  F.  H.  TOWNSEND. 
The  Simple  Adventures  of  a  Memsahib.    With  37  Illustrations  by  F.  H.  TOWNSEND. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d.  each. 
A  Daughter  of  To-Day.  |         Yemen's  Aunt.    With  47  Illustrations  by  HAL  HURST. 

Dutt  (RomeshC.).— England  and   India:    A  Record  of  Progress 

during  One  Hundred  Years.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is. 

Early  English  Poets.      Edited,  with  Introductions  and  Annotations, 

by  Rev.  A.  B.  GROSART,  D.D.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  boards,  3^.  6d.  per  Volume. 
Fletcher's  (Giles)  Complete  Poems.    One  Vol. 
Davies'  (Sir  John)  Complete  Poetical  Works.    Two  Vols. 
Herrick's  (Robert)  Complete  Collected  Poems.    Three  Vols. 
Sidney's  (Sir  Philip)  Complete  Poetical  Works.    Three  Vols. ___ 

Edgcumbe  (Sir  E.  R.  Pearce).— Zephyrus:    A  Holiday  in  Brazil 

and  on  the  River  Plate.    With  41  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra.  $J. ^ 

Edwardes  (Mrs.  Annie),  Novels  by.   Post  8vo,  illust.  bds.,  as.  eachi 

Archie  Lovell.  I     A  Point  of  Honour. 

A  Plaster  Saint.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6^. 


8    CHATTO  &  WINDUS,   Publishers,    in  St.  Martin's  Lane,   London,  W.C. 
Edwards  (Eliezer).— Words,  Facts,  and    Phrases:    A   Dictionary 

of  Curious,  Quaint,  and  Out-of-the-Way  Matters.    Cheaper  Edition.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6rf. 

Egan  (Pierce). — Life  in    London.     With  an  Introduction   by  JOHN 

CAMDEN  HOTTEN,  and  a  Coloured  Frontispiece.     Small  demy  8vo.  cloth.  3^.  6./. 

Egerton  (Rev.  J.  C.,  M.A.).  —  Sussex  Folk  and   Sussex  Ways. 

With  Introduction  by  Rev.  Dr.  H.  WAGE,  and  Pour  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  S.T. 

Eggleston  (Edward). — Roxy:  A  Novel.    Post  8vo,  illust.  boards,  25. 
Englishman    (An)    in    Paris.      Notes  and   Recollections  during  the 

Reign  of  Louis  Philippe  and  the  Empire.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6d. 

Englishman's  House,  The  :  A  Practical  Guide  for  Selecting  or  Build- 
ing-a  House.     By  C.  J.  RICHARDSON.    Coloured  Frontispiece  and  534  Illusts.    Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  3.5-.  dd. 

Ewald~(Alex.  Charles,  F.S.A.),  Works  by. 

The  Life  and  Times  or  Prince  Charles  Stuart,  Count  of  Albany  (THE  YOUNG  PRETEN- 
DER).    With  a  Portrait.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  -?s.  6d. 
Stories  from  the  State  Papers.    With  Autotype  Frontispiece.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Eyes,  Our  :  How  to  Preserve  Them.     By  JOHN  BROWNING.    Cr.  8vo,  is. 
Familiar  Short  Sayings  of  Great  Men.    By  SAMUEL  ARTHUR  BENT, 

A.M.     Fifth  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.     Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  ^s.  6d.  

Faraday  (Michael),  Works  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  45.  6d.  each. 

The  Chemical  History  of  a.  Candle  :  Lectures  delivered  before  a  Juvenile  Audience.    Edited 

by  WILLIAM  CROOKKS,  F.C.S.     With  numerous  Illustrations. 

On  the  Various  Forces  of  Nature,  and  their  Relations  to  each  other.     Edited  by 
WILLIAM  CRQOKES,  F.C.S.    with  Illustrations. 

Farrer  (J.  Anson). — War:  Three  Essays.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 
Fenn  (Q.  Manville),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^-.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 
The  New  Mistress.    I  Witness  to  the  Deed.  I  The  Tiger  Lily.  I  The  White  Virgin. 


A  Woman  Worth  Winning. 
Cursed  by  a  Fortune. 
The  Case  of  Ailsa  Gray. 
Commodore  Junk. 
Black  Blood. 


Crown  8vo,  cloth  3^.  6rf.  each. 
Double  Cunning. 
A  Fluttered  Dovecote. 
King  of  the  Castle. 
The    Master   of  the  Cere 
monies. 


The  Story  of  Antony  Grace 
The  Man  with  a  Shadow. 
One  Maid's  Mischief. 
This  Man's  Wife. 
In  Jeopardy. 


Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s.  each. 
A  Crimson  Crime. 
The  Bag  of  Diamonds,  and  Three  Bits  of  Paste. 


Feuerheerd  (H.). — The  Gentleman's  Cellar;   or,  The  Butler  and 

Cellarman's  Guide.    Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  is. 

Fiction,    A  Catalogue  of,  with  Descriptive  Notices  and  Reviews   of 

over  NINE  HUNDRED  NOVELS,  will  be  sent  free  by  Messrs.  CHATTO  &  WINDUS  upon  application. 

Fin=Bec. — The  Cupboard  Papers  :  Observations  on  the  Art  of  Living 

and  Dining.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6(f. 

Firework-Making,  The   Complete  Art  of ;  or,  The   Pyrotechnist's 

Treasury.     By  THOMAS  KENTISH.     With  267  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3-r.  6d. 

First  Book.  My.  By  WALTER  BESANT,  JAMES  PAYN,  W.  CLARK  RUS- 
SELL, GRANT  ALLEN,  HALL  CAINE,  GEORGE  R.  SIMS,  RUDYARD  KIPLING.  A.  CONAN  DOYLE, 
M  F  BRADDON,  F.  W.  ROBINSON,  H.  RIDHR  HAGGARD,  R.  M.  BA.LLANTYNB,  I.  ZANGWILL, 
MORLEY  ROBERTS,  D.  CHRISTIE  MURRAY,  MARY  COKKLLI,  J.  K.  JEROME,  JOHN  STRANGE 
WINTER,  BRET  HARTE,  •  O.,'  ROBERT  BUCHANAN,  and  R.  L.  STEVENSON.  With  a  Prefatory  Story 
by  JEROME  K.  JEROME,  and  185  Illustrations.  A  New  Edition.  Small  demy  8vo,  art  linen,  3J.  6d. 

Fitzgerald  (Percy),  Works  b> 

Little  Essays:  Passages  from  the  Letters  of  CHARLES  LAMB.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  2j.  fei. 
Fatal  Zero.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3.5-.  6d.  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  ss. 

Post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  as.  each. 
Bella  Donna.  I     The  Lady  of  Brantome.         I     The  Second  Mrs.  Tillotson. 

Polly.  |     Never  Forgotten. | Seventy-five  Brooke  Street. 

Sir  Henry  Irving:   Twenty  Years  at  the  Lyceum.     With  Portrait.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  is.  (>d. 

Flammarion  (Camille),  Works  by. 

Popular  Astronomy:  A  General  Description  of  the  Heavens.     Translated  by  J.  ELLARD  GORE, 

F.R.A.S.     With  Thrte  Plates  and  288  Illustrations.     Medium  Svo,  cloth,  los.  6d. 
Urania:  A  Romance.     With  87  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra.  5.?. 

Fletcher's    (Giles,    B.D.)    Complete   Poems:    Christ's   Victorie  in 

Heaven,  Christ's  Victorie  OP  Earth,  Christ's  Triumph  over  Death,  and  Minor  Poems.    With  Notes  by 
Rev.  A.  B.  GROSAHT.  D.D.     Crown  Svo,  cloth  boards,  y.  6dt 


CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  Publishers,   in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C.    o 

Forbes    (Archibald).— The  Life  of    Napoleon  III.      With  Photo- 

gravure  Frontispiece  and  Thirty-six  full-page  Illustrations.    Cheaper  Issue.     Demy  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Francillon  (R.  E.),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 
One  by  One.  |     A  Real  Queen.  |     A  Dog  and  his  Shadow. 


Ropes  of  Sand.    Illustrated. 


vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

Queen  Cophetua.     |     Olympia.        |     Romances  of  the  Law.     |    King  or  Knave  7 
Jack  Doyle's  Daughter.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Frederic    (Harold),    Novels   by.     Post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  35.  6d.  each; 

illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

Seth's  Brother's  Wife.  |        The  Lawton  Girl. 

French  Literature,  A  History  of.     By  HENRY  VAN  LAUN.     Three 

Vols.,  demy  8vo,  cloth  boards,  223,  6d. 

Fry's  (Herbert)  Royal  Guide  to  the  London  Charities.     Edited 

by  JOHN  LANE.    Published  Annually.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Gardening  Books.     Post  8vo,  15.  each;  cloth  limp.  15.  6d.  each. 

A  Year's  Work  in  Garden  and  Greenhouse.    By  GEORGE  GLENNY. 
Household  Horticulture.    By  TOM  and  JANE  JERROLU.    Illustrated. 
The  Garden  that  Paid  the  Rent.    By  TOM  JERROLD. 

Gardner  (Mrs.  Alan).—  Rifle  and  Spear  with  the  Rajpoots:  Being 

the  Narrative  of  a  Winter's  Travel  and  Sport  in  Northern  India.    With  numerous  Illustrations  by  the 
Author  and  F.  H.  TOWNSEND.    Demy  410,  half-bound,  2is. 

Gaulot  (Paul).—  The  Red  Shirts:    A  Tale  of  "The  Terror."    Trans- 

lated  by  JOHN  DH  VlLLIERS.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  WOOD.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6,i. 

Gentleman's    Magazine,    The.       15.    Monthly.       Contains   Stories, 

Articles  upon  Literature,  Science,  Biography,  and  Art,  and  '  Table  Talk  '  by  SYLVANUS  URBAN. 
***  Bound  Volumes  for  recent  years  kept  in  stock,  8s.  6d.  each.    Cases  for  binding-,  2S.  each. 


Gentleman's  Annual,  The.     Published  Annually  in  November.     15. 

That  for  1903  is  entitled  The  S 
and  Edited  by  T.  W.  SPEIGHT. 


That  for  1903  is  entitled  The  Strange  Experiences  of  Mr.  Yerschoyle,  told  by  Himself, 
ited  by  T. 


German   Popular  Stories.      Collected  by  the  Brothers  GRIMM  and 

Translated  by  EDGAR  TAYLOR.    With  Introduction  by  JOHN  RUSKIN,  and  22  Steel  Plates  aftei 
GEORGE  CRUIKSHANK.    Square  8vo,  cloth,  6s.  6d.  ;  gilt  edges,  -js.  6d. 

Gibbon  (Chas.),  Novels  by.  Cr.  8vo,  cl.,  3$.  6d.  ea.;  postSvo,  bds.,25.  ea. 

Robin  Gray.    With  Frontispiece.  I     Loving  a  Dream.  |  The  Braes  of  Yarrow. 

The  Golden  Shaft.    With  Frontispiece.        |     Of  High  Degree. 


The  Flower  of  the  Forest. 
The  Dead  Heart. 
For  Lack  of  Gold. 
What  Will  the  World  Say? 
For  the  King. 


Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2J.  each 
A  Hard  Knot. 
Queen  of  the  Meadow. 
In  Pastures  Green. 
In  Love  and  War. 
A  Heart's  Problem. 


By  Mead  and  Stream. 

Fancy  Free. 

In  Honour  Bound, 

Heart's  Delight. 

Blood-Money. 


Gibney  (Somerville).— Sentenced  !     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 
Gilbert  (W.  S.),  Original  Plays  by.     In  Three  Series,  2s.  6d.  eachT 

The  FIRST  SERIES  contains  :  The  Wicked  World— Pygmalion  and  Galatea— Charity-  The  Princess  - 

The  Palace  of  Truth— Trial  by  Jury. 
The  SECOND  SERIES  :  Broken  Hearts— Eng-acred— Sweethearts— Gretchen— Dan'l  Druce— Tom  Cobb 

— H.M.S.  '  Pinafore '—The  Sorcerer— The  Pirates  of  Penzance. 
The  THIRD   SERIES:    Comedy  and  Tragedy— Foggerty's  Fairy— Rosencrantz  and  Guildenstern  - 

Patience— Princess  Ida— The  Mikado— Ruddigore— The  Yeomen  of  the  Guard— The  Gondoliers  - 

The  Mountebanks— Utopia. 

Eight  Original  Comic  Operas  written  by  W.  S.  GILBERT.  In  Two  Series.  Demy  8vo.  cloth 
•2S.  6d.  each.  The  FIRST  containing::  The  Sorcerer— H.M.S.  'Pinafore  '—The  Pirates  of  Penzance— 
lolanthe— Patience— Princess  Ida— The  Mikado— Trial  by  Jury. 

The  SECOND  SERIES  containing:  The  Gondoliers— The  Grand  Duke— The  Yeomen  of  the  Guard— 
His  Excellency — Utopia,  Limited — Ruddigore — The  Mountebanks— Haste  to  the  AVedding. 

The  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  Birthday  Book:  Quotations  for  Every  Day  in  the  Year,  selected 


from  Plays  by  W.  S.  GILBERT  set  to  Musir  by  Sir  A.  SULLIVAN.    Compiled  by  ALBX.  WATSON. 


Japanese  leather,  zs.  6rf. 


id    CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  Publishers,  tti  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C. 


Gilbert   (William).  —  James    Duke,    Costermonger.      Post   8vo» 

illustrated  boards,  ss. 

Gissing  (Algernon). — A  Secret  of  the  North  Sea.     Crown  8vo, 

cloth,  gilt  top,  6s, 

Qlanville  (Ernest),  Novels  by.  > 

J  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6rf.  each ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

The  Lost  Heiress  :  A  Tale  of  Love,  Battle,  and  Adventure.    With  Two  Illustrations  by  H.  NlSBET 
The  Fossicker  :  A  Romance  of  Mashonaland.    With  Two  Illustrations  by  HUME  NlSBET. 
A  Fair  Colonist.  With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  WOOD. 

The  Golden  Rock.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  WOOD.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3.5-.  6rf. 
Kloof  Yarns.    Crown  8vo  cloth,  is.  6rf. 

Tales  from  the  Veld.    With  Twelve  Illustrations  by  M.  NISBET.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.1-.  6rf. 
Max  Thornton :  A  Boys'  Story  of  the  War.    With  Six  full-page  Illustrations.    Small  demy  8vo, 
cloth,  gilt  edges,  $s. {Shortly. 

Glenny  (George).— A  Year's  Work  in  Garden  and  Greenhouse: 

Practical  Advice  as  to  the  Management  of  the  Flower,  Fruit,  and  Frame  Garden.  Post  8vo,  is. ;  cloth,  u.  6d. 

Godwin  (William).— Lives  of  the  Necromancers.    Post  8vo.  cl..  2s. 
Golden    Treasury    of  Thought,  The:    A  Dictionary  of  Quotations 

from  the  Best  Authors.     By  THEODORE  TAYLOR.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6ct. 

Goodman  (E.  J.).— The  Fate  of  Herbert  Wayne.    Cr.  8vo,  3?.  6d. 
Greeks   and    Romans,  The   Life    of  the,  described  from  Antique 

Monuments.    By  ERNST  GUHL  and  W.  KONER.    Edited  by  Dr.  F.  HUEFFER.    With  545  Illustra- 
tions.     Large  crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  yj.  6rf. 

Greville  (Henry).— Nikanor.     Translated  by  ELIZA  E.  CHASE.    Post 

8vo,  illustrated  boards,  as. 

Grey  (Sir  George),— The  Romance  of  a  Proconsul :    Being  the 

Personal  Life  and  Memoirs  of  Sir  GEORGE  GREY,  K.C.B.  By  JAMES  MiLNE.  With  Portrait.  SECOND 
EDITION.    Crown  8vo,  buckram,  6s. 

G riffith  (Cecil).— Corinthia  Marazion  :  A  Novel.    Crown  8vo,  cloth 

extra,  3^.  6rf. 

Gunter  (A.   Clavering,   Author  of  'Mr.   Barnes  of  New  York'). — 

A  Florida  Enchantment.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3J.  6d. 

Habberton  (John,  Author  of '  Helen's  Babies  '),  Novels  by. 

Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  each. 
Brueton's  Bayou. I        Country  Luck. 

Hair,  The :  Its  Treatment  in  Health,  Weakness,  and  Disease.     Trans- 
lated from  the  German  of  Dr.  J.  PlNCUS.    Crown  8vo,  u. ;  cloth,  u.  6rf. 

Hake  (Dr.  Thomas  Gordon),  Poems  by.     Cr.  8vo,  cl.  ex.  ,6s.  each. 

New  Symbols.  |        Legends  of  the  Morrow.        |        The  Serpent  Play. 

Maiden  Ecstasy.    Small  4to,  cloth  extra,  8s. 

Halifax  (C.).— Dr.  Rumsey's  Patient.      By  Mrs.  L.  T.  MEADE  and 

CLIFFORD  HALIFAX,  M.D.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Hall  (Mrs.  S.  C.).— Sketches  of  Irish  Character.    With  numerous 

Illustrations  on  Steel  and  Wood  by  MACLISE,  GILBERT,  HARVEY,  and  GEORGE  CRUIKSHANK. 
Small  demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  yj.  6rf. 

Hall  (Owen),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d.  each. 

The  Track  of  a  Storm.          |       Jetaam. 

Eureka.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6f.  

Halliday  (Andrew).— Every-day  Papers.     Post  8vo,  boards.  25. 
Hamilton  (Cosmo).— Stories  by.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  35.  6d.  each. 

The  Glamour  of  the  Impossible. I        Through  a  Keyhole. 

Handwriting,  The  Philosophy  of.     With  over  100  Facsimiles  and 

Explanatory  Text.    By  DON  FELIX  DE  SALAMANCA.    Post  8vo,  half-cloth,  ss.  6d. 

Hanky-Panky:  ;-  Easy  and  Difficult  Tricks,  White  Magic,  Sleight  of 

Hand,  &c.    Edited  by  W.  H.  CREMER.    With  200  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  4s.  (xi. 

Hardy  (Iza  Duff  us). —The  Lesser  Evil.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s.  [Shortly. 
Hardy  (Thomas).— Under  the  Greenwood  Tree.     Post  8vo,  cloth 

extra,  3*.  6d. ;  illustrated  boards,  zs. ;  cloth  limp,  2s.  6d. 


CHAT10  &  WINDUS.  Publishers,  ill  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London.  W.C.     n 
Harte's  (Bret)  Collected  Works.    Revised  by  the  Author.    LIBRARY 

EDITION,  in  Ten  Volumes,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  each. 
Vol.        I.  COMPLETE  POETICAL  AND  DRAMATIC  WORKS.    With  Steel-plate  Portrait. 

II.  THE  LUCK  OF  ROARING  CAMP— BOHEMIAN  PAPERS— AMERICAN  LEGEND, 
,      III.  TALES  OF  THE  ARGONAUTS— EASTERN  SKETCHES. 

IV.  GABRIEL  CONROY.  |     Vol.  V.  STORI-ES— CONDENSED  NOVELS,  &c. 
VI.  TALES  OF  THE  PACIFIC  SLOPE. 

„     VII.  TALES  OF  THE  PACIFIC  SLOPE— II.    With  Portrait  by  JOHN  PETTIE.  R.A. 
„   vin.  TALES  OF  THE  PINE  AND  THE  CYPRESS. 
,     IX.  BUCKEYE  AND  CHAPPAREL. 

X.  TALES  OF  TRAIL  AND  TOWN,  &c. 

Bret  Harte's  Choice  Works,  in  Prose  and  Verse.     With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  40  Illus- 
trations.   Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  f>d. 

Bret  Harte's  Poetical  Works.    Printed  on  hand-made  paper.    Crown  8vo,  buckram,  4*.  6rf. 
Some  Later  Verses.    Crown  8vo,  linen  gilt,  y. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  6rf.  each  ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  2j.  each. 
Gabriel  Conroy. 

A  Waif  of  the  Plains.    With  60  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 
A  Ward  of  the  Golden  Gate.   With  S9  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  f>d.  each. 

A  Sappho  of  Green  Springs,  &c.    With  Two  Illustrations  by  HUME  NlSBET. 
Colonel  Starbottle's  Client,  and  Some  Other  People.    With  a  Frontispiece. 
Susy :  A  Novel.    With  Frontispiece  and  Vignette  by  J.  A.  CHRISTIE. 
Sally  Dows,  &c.    With  47  Illustrations  by  W.  D.  ALMOND  and  others. 
A  Protegee  of  Jack  Hamlin's.  &c.    With  26  Illustrations  by  W.  SMALL  and  others. 
The  Bell-Ringer  of  Angel's,  &c.    With  39  Illustrations  by  DUDLEY  HARDY  and  others 
Clarence  :  A  Story  of  the  American  War.    With  Eight  Illustrations  by  A.  JULE  GOODMAN. 
Barker's  Luck,  &c.    With  39  Illustrations  by  A.  FORESTIER,  PAUL  HARDY,  &c. 
Devil's  Ford,  &c.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  W.  H.  OVEREND. 

The  Crusade  of  the  "  Excelsior."    With  a  Frontispiece  by  J.  BERNARD  PARTRIDGE. 
Three  Partners  ;  or.  The  Big  Strike  on  Heavy  Tree  Hill.    With  8  Illustrations  by  J.  GULICH. 
Tales  of  Trail  and  Town.    With  Frontispiece  by  G.  P.  JACOMB-HOOD. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  -2$.  each. 

An  Heiress  of  Red  Dog,  &c.  •         The  Luck  of  Roaring  Camp,  &c. 

California!!  Stories. 


Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s.  each  ;  cloth,  zs.  6d.  each. 
Flip. |        Maruja. I        A  Phyllis  of  the  Sierras, 

Haweis  (Mrs.  H.  R.),  Books  by. 

The  Art  of  Beauty.    With  Coloured  Frontispiece  and  91  Illustrations.    Square  8vo,  cloth  bds.,  6s. 
The  Art  of  Decoration.    With  Coloured  Frontispiece  and  74  Illustrations.     Sq.  8vo,  cloth  bds.,  6s. 
The  Art  of  Dress.    With  32  Illustrations.    Post  8vo,  is. :  cloth,  is.  6rf. 
Chaucer  for  Schools.    With  the  Story  of  his  Times  and  his  Work.    A  New  Edition,   revised. 

With  a  Frontispiece.     Demy  8vo,  cloth,  -zs.  6d. 
Chaucer  for  Children.    With  38  Illustrations  (8  Coloured).    Crown  410,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d. 

Haweis  (Rev.  H.  R.,  M.A.). — American  Humorists:  WASHINGTON 

IRVING,  OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES,  JAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL,  ARTEMUS  WARD,  MARK 
TWAIN,  and  BRET  HARTE.    Crown  8vo.  cloth.  6s. 

Hawthorne  (Julian),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3-r.  t>d.  each  ;   post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

Garth.  |        Ellice  Quentin.  I          Beatrix  Randolph.    With  Four  Illusts. 

Sebastian  Strome.  David  Poindexter's  Disappearance. 

Fortune's  Fool.    |     Dust.    Four  Illusts.      |          The  Spectre  of  the  Camera. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s.  each. 
Miss  Cadogna. |          Love-or  a  Name. 

Heckethorn  (C.  W.),  Books  by. 

London  Souvenirs.    |     London  Memories :  Social,  Historical,  and  Topographical. 

Helps  (Sir  Arthur),  Books  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  each. 

Animals  and  their  Masters.  |          Social  Pressure. 

Ivan  de  Biron  ;  A  Novel.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3*.  (xi. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  gf. 

Henderson  (Isaac).  —  Agatha  Page;  A  Novel.      Cr.  Svo.cl.,  35.  6d. 
Henty  (G.  A.),  Novels  by. 

Rujub,  the  Juggler.    With  Eight  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD.    Small  demy  8vo,  cloth,  gilt 

edges,  v.  ;  postSvo.  illustrated  boards,  vs. 
Colonel  Thorndyke's  Secret.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STA   LEY  L.  WOOD.    Small  demy  8vo, 

cloth,  gilt  edges,  y. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6rf.  each. 
The  Queen's  Cup. j __Dorc  t 'i y ^s  Double. 


Herman  (Henry). — A  Leading  Lady.     Post  8vo.  cloth.  25  6d. 
Herrick's  (Robert)  Hesperides,  Noble  Numbers,  and   Complete 

Collected  Poems.    With  Memorial-Introduction  and  Notes  by  the  Rev.  A.  B.  GROSART    D  D 
Steel  Portrait,  &c.    Three  Vols,,  crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  y.  6d.  each. 


la    CHATTO  &.  W1NDUS.  Publishers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C. 
Hertzka  (Dr.  Theodor).— Freeland:  A  Social  Anticipation.    Trans- 

lated  by  ARTHUR  RANSOM.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6j. 

Hesse- Wartegg  (Chevalier  Ernst  von).— Tunis:    The  Land  and 

the  People.    With  22  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d. 

Hill  (Headon).— Zambra  the  Detective.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d.- 

post  8vo,  picture  boards,  vs. 

Hill  (John),  Works  by. 

Treason-Felony.    Post 8vo,  boards,  at.        |     The  Common  Ancestor.    Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  $s.  6d. 

Hoey  (Mrs.  Cashel).— The  Lover's  Creed.     Post  8vo,  boards,  25. 
Holiday,  Where  to  go  for  a.     By  E.  P.  SHOLL,  Sir  H.  MAXWELL, 

Bart.,  M.P.,  JOHN  WATSON,  JANE  BARLOW,  MARY  LOVETT  CAMERON,  JUSTIN  H.  MCCARTHY, 

PAUL  LANGE,  J.  W.  GRAHAM,  J.  H.  SALTER,  PHCEBE  ALLIJN,  s.  J.  BECKETT,  L.  RIVERS  VINE, 
and  C.  F.  GORDON  GUMMING.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  u.  6d. 

Hollingshead  (John). — According  to  My  Lights.  With  a  Portrait. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top.  6f. 


Holmes  (Oliver  Wendell),  Works  by 

The  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast-Table.    Illustrate! 


limp,  zs.  6d.    Another  Edition,  post  8vo,  cloth,  zs. 
An 


ted  by  J.  GORDON  THOMSON.    Post  8vo,  cloth 


Hopkins  (Tighe),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  65.  each. 

Nell  Haffenden.    Wfth  8  Illustrations  b; 


The  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast-Table  and  The  Professor  at  the  Breakfast-Table. 

In  One  Vol.    Post  8vo,  half-bound,  zs. 

Hood's  (Thomas)  Choice  Works  in  Prose  and  Verse.     With  Life  of 

the  Author,  Portrait,  and  200  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  $s.  6d. 

Hood's  Whims  a,nd  Oddities.    With  85  Illustrations.    Post  8vo,  half-bound,  2s. 

Hook's  (Theodore)  Choice  Humorous  Works;  including  his  Ludi- 
crous Adventures,  Bons  Mots,  Puns,  and  Hoaxes.  With  Life  of  the  Author,  Portraits,  Facsimiles  and 
Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  -js.  6d. 

Hooper  (Mrs.  Qeo.).— The  House  of  Raby.     Post  8vo,  boards,  25. 

y.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  65.  each, 
i  by  C.  GREGORY.  |        For  Freedom. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  each. 

'Twixt  Love  and  Duty.    With  a  Frontispiece.  {          The  Incomplete  Adventurer. 
The  Nugents  of  Carriconna. 

Home  (R.  Hengist).  — Orion  :     An  Epic  Poem.      With  Photograph 

Portrait  by  SUMMERS.    Tenth  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  ?j-. 

Hugo  (Victor).— The  Outlaw  of  Iceland  (Han  d'Islande).  Trans- 
lated by  Sir  GILBERT  CAMPBELL.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3j.  6d. 

Hume  (Fergus).— The  Lady  from  Nowhere.  Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
Hungerford  (Mrs.,  Author  of  •  Molly  Bawn  '),  Novels  by. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  vs.  each  :  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  each. 

Marvel.  I     A  Modern  Circe.  I     Lady  Patty. 

In  Durance  Vile.  |     An  Unsatisfactory  Lover.         ] 

Crown  8vc,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d.  each ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each  ;  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  each. 


April's  Lady.  The  Red-House  Mystery 


il's  Lady, 
sr's  Wife. 


Nora  Creina. 

A  Mental  Struggle. 


A  Maiden  All  Forlorn.         I  Lady  Yerner's  Flight.  The  Three  Graces. 

The  Red-House  Mystei 
—      ~     -       01 

e: 
The  Coming  of  Chloe. |          Lovice. 


Peter's  Wife.  |  The  Professor's  Experiment. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d.  each. 
An  Anxious  Moment.  A  Point  of  Conscience. 


Hunt's  (Leigh)  Essays:  A  Tale  for  a  Chimney  Corner,  &c.   Edited 

by  EDMUND  OLLIER.    Post  8vo.  half-bound,  zs. 

Hunt  (MrsTAlfred),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  %s.  dd.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 
The  Leaden  Casket.  I        Self-Condemned.        ,        That  Other  Person. 

Thornicroft'S  Model.    Pose  8vo^ boards,  zs.     \     Mrs.  Juliet.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d. 

Hutchison  (W.  M.).— Hints  on  Colt-breaking.     With  a^lTiustra- 

_    tions.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  3^.  6d. ___^ 

Hydrophobia  :  An  Account  of  M.  PASTEUR'S  System  ;  The  Technique  of 

liis  Method,  and  Statistics.     By  RENAUD  SU2OR,  M.B.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

(C.  J.  Cutcliffe).— Honour  of  ^Thieves.     Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6<£ 


CHATTO  &  WIN  PUS,  Publishers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane.  London,  W.C.     13 
Impressions    (The)    of  Aureole.      Post  8vo,   blush-rose  paper  an  i 

cloth,  2J.  6d.         £» 

Indoor  Paupers.     By  ONE  OF  THEM.    Crown  8vo,  is. ;  cloth,  is.  6d. 
Innkeeper's  Handbook  (The)  and  Licensed  Victualler's  Manual. 

By  J.  TREVOR-DAVIES.     A  New  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  zs. 

Irish  Wit  and  Humour,    Songs  of.      Collected  and  Edited  by  A. 

PERCEVAL  GRAVES.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d. 
Irving  (Sir  Henry)  :  A  Record  of  over  Twenty  Years  at  the  Lyceum. 

By  PERCY  FITZGERALD.     With  Portrait.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

James  (C.  T.  C.).  — A  Romance  of  the  Queen's  Hounds.     Post 

8vo,  cloth  limp,  is.  6d. 

Jameson  (William).— My  Dead  Self.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  25.  6d. 
Japp  (Alex.  H.,  LL. P.). —Dramatic  Pictures,  &c.   Cr .  8vo,  cloth,  55 . 
Jay  (Harriett),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  25.  each. 

The  Dark  Colleen. |         The  Queen  of  Connaught. 

Jefferies   (Richard),  Books  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  25.  6d.  each. 

Nature  neap  London.  i        The  Life  of  the  Fields.     |        The  Open  Air. 

***  Also  the  HAND-MADE  PAPER  EDITION,  crown  8vo,  buckram,  gilt  top,  6s.  each. 

The  Eulogy  of  Richard  Jefferies.    By  Sir  WALTER  BESANT.    With  a  Photograph  Portrait. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Jennings  (Henry  J.),  Works  by. 

Curiosities  of  Criticism.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d. 

Lord  Tennyson ;  A  Biographical  Sketch.    With  Portrait.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Jerome  (Jerome  K.),  Books  by. 

Stageiand.    With  64  Illustrations  by  J.  BERNARD  PARTRIDGE.    Fcap.  410,  picture  cover,  is. 
John  Ingerfleld,  &c.   With  9  Illusts.  by  A.  S.  BOYD  andJOHN  GULICH.   Fcap.  8vo,  pic.  cov.  is.  6,1. 
The  Prude's  Progress ;  A  Comedy  by  J.  K.  JEROME  and  EDEN  PHILLPOTTS.  Cr.gvo,  is.  txt. 

Jerrold  (Douglas).— The   Barber's    Chair;    and   The   Hedgehog 

Letters.    Post  8vo,  printed  on  laid  paper  and  half-bound,  ss. 

Jerrold  (Tom),  Works  by.   Post  8vo,  is.  ea. ;  cloth  limp,  15.  6d.  each^ 

The  Garden  that  Paid  the  Rent. 

Household  Horticulture  ;  A  Gossip  about  Flowers.    Illustrated. 

Jesse  (Edward).— Scenes  and  Occupations  of  a  Country  Life. 

Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  •zs. 

Jones  (William,  F.S.A.),  Works  by.    Cr.  8vo,  cl.  extra,  35.  6d.  each. 

Finger-Ring  Lore  :  Historical,  Legendary,  and  Anecdotal.    With  Hundreds  of  Illustrations. 
Credulities,  Past  and  Present.    Including:  the  Sea  and  Seamen,  Miners,  Talismans,  Word  and 
Letter  Divination,  Exorcising  and  Blessing  of  Animals,  Birds,  Eggs,  Luck,  &c.    With  Frontispiece. 
Crowns  and  Coronations  :  A  History  of  Regalia.    With  91  Illustrations. 

Jonson's  (Ben)  Works.      With  Notes  Critical  and  Explanatory,  and 

a  Biographical  Memoir  by  WILLIAM  GlFFORD.    Edited  by  Colonel  CUNNINGHAM.      Three  Vols. 
crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d.  each. 

Josephus,  The  Complete  Works  of.    Translated  by  WHISTON.    Con- 

taining  'The  Antiquities  of  the  Jews'  and  'The  Wars  of  the  Jews.'     With  52  Illustrations  and  Maps. 
Two  Vols.,  demy  8vp,  half-cloth,  igj.  6d. _ 

Kempt  (Robert).— Pencil  and  Palette  :  Chapters  on  Art  and  Artists. 

Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  ss.  6d. 

Kershaw    (Mark).  —  Colonial    Facts   and    Fictions:     Humorous 

Sketches.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  ;  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

K  i  n  g  ( R.  Ashe),  Novels  by. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

•  The  Wearing  of  the  Green.'         |        Passion's  Slave.        |        Bell  Barry. 
A  Drawn  Game.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3-r.  6d. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. 

Kipling  Primer  (A)^ Including  Biographical  and  Critical  Chapters, 

an  Index  to  Mr.   Kipling's  principal  Writings,   and  Bibliographies.     By  F.  L.  KNOWLES,  Editor  of 
'  The  Golden  Treasury  of  American  Lyrics.'     With  Two  Portraits.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6</. 

Knight    (William,   M.R.C.S.,    and    Edward,    L.R.C.P.).  —  The 

Patient's  Yade  Mecum :  How  to  Get  Most  Benefit  from  Medical  Advice.    Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6rf. 
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Knights  (The)  of  the  Lion  :  A  Romance  of  the  Thirteenth  Century. 

Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by  the  MARQUESS  OF  LORNE,  K.T.    Crown  Svo.  cloth  extra,  6j. 

Lamb's    (Charles)  Complete  Works  in  Prose  and  Verse,  including 

'  Poetry  for  Children  '  and  '  Prince  Dorus.'  Edited,  with  Notes  and  Introduction,  by  R.  H.  SHEP- 
HERD. With  Two  Portraits  and  Facsimile  of  the  '  Essay  on  Roast  Pig.'  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  (>d. 

The  Essays  of  Elia.    Post  8vo,  printed  on  laid  paper  and  half-bound,  ss. 

Little  Essays  :  Sketches  and  Characters  by  CHARLES  LAMB,  selected  from  his  Letters  by  PERCY 
FITZGERALD.  Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  ss.  6d. 

The  Dramatic  Essays  of  Charles  Lamb.  With  Introduction  and  Notes  by  BRANDER  MAT- 
THEWS,  and  Steel-plate  Portrait.  Fcap.  Svo,  half-bound,  ss.  6d. 

Lambert  (George).— The  President  of  Boravia.  Crown  8vo,cl.,35.6^. 
Landor  (Walter  Savage).— Citation  and  Examination  of  William 

Shakspeare,  &c.  belore  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  touching  Deer-stealing,  igth  September,  1582.  To  which 
is  added,  A  Conference  of  Master  Edmund  Spenser  with  the  Earl  of  Essex,  touching  the 
State  of  Ireland,  1595.  Fcap.  Svo,  half-Roxburghe,  ss.  td. 

Lane  (Edward  William).— The  Thousand  and  One  Nights,  com- 

monly  called  in  England  The  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments.  Translated  from  the  Arabic, 
with  Notes.  Illustrated  with  many  hundred  Engravings  from  Designs  by  HARVEY.  Edited  by  EDWARD 
STANLEY  POOLE.  With  Preface  by  STANLEY  LANE-POOLE.  Three  Vols..  demy  8vo,  cloth.  7s.  tot,  ea. 

Larwood  (Jacob),  Works  by. 

Anecdotes  Of  the  Clergy.    Post  8vo,  laid  paper,  half-bound,  ss. 

Post  Svo,  cloth  limp,  ss.  6<f.  each. 
Forensic  Anecdotes. |         Theatrical  Anecdotes. 

Lehmann  (R.  C.),  Works  by.     Post  Svo,  cloth,  15.  6d.  each. 

Harry  Fludyer  at  Cambridge. 

Conversational  Hints  for  Young  Shooters  t  A  Guide  to  Polite  Talk.        

Leigh  (Henry  S.). — Carols  of  Cockayne.     Printed  on  hand-made 

paper,  bound  in  buckram,  y.  ^^ 

Leland  (C.    Godfrey).— A  Manual  of  Mending  and  Repairing. 

With  Diagrams.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y. 

Lepelletier  (Edmond). — Madame  Sans=Gene.     Translated  from 

the  French  by  JOHN  DE  ViLLlERS.    Post  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6d.  ;  picture  boards,  ss. 

Leys  (John).— The  Lindsays:  A  Romance.  Post  8vo,  illust.bds.,25. 
Lilburn  (Adam). — A  Tragedy  in  Marble.  Crown  8vo,  cloth.  35.  6^7 
Lindsay  (Harry,  Author  of  'Methodist  Idylls'),  Novels  by. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth,  $s.  6d.  each. 
Rhoda  Roberts. 
The  Jacobite:  A  Romance  of  the  Conspiracy  of '  The  Forty.' 

Linton  (E.  Lynn),  Works  by. 

An  Octave  of  Friends.    Crown  Svo.  cloth,  y.  6rf. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  3.?.  bd.  each  ;  post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  ?s.  each. 

Under  which  Lord  ?    With  12  Illustrations. 
•  My  Love ! '       |      Sowing  the  Wind. 
Paston  Carew,  Millionaire  and  Miser. 
Dulcie  Everton.  |  With  a  Silken  Thread. 


Patricia  Kemball.     I        lone. 


if  Lei 


The  Atonement  of  Learn  Dundas. 
The  World  Well  Lost.  With  12  lllusts. 
The  One  Too  Many. 


The  Rebel  of  the  family 

Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  •zx.  6d.  each. 

Witch  Stories.                                                   |         Ourselves :  Essays  on  Women. 
Freeshooting :  Extracts  from  the  Works  of  Mrs.  LYNN  LINTON. 


Lowe   (Charles,   M.A.).— Our   Greatest  Living  Soldiers.     With 

8  Portraits.     Crown  Svo,  cloth.  3*.  6d. 

Lucy  (Henry  W.).— Gideon  Fleyce:   A  Novel.     Crown  8vo,  cioth 

extra,  y.  (>d.  :  post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  

Macalpine  (Avery),  Novels  by. 

Teresa  Itasca.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  is. 

Broken  Wings.    With  Six  Illustrations  by  W.  J.  HENNESSY.    Crown  Svo.  cloth  extra.  6s. 


MacColl  (Hugh),  Novels  by. 

Mr.  Stranger's  Sealed  Packet.    Posi 


_  Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  ss. 

Ednor  Whitlock.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  6s. 

Macdonell  (Agnes).— Quaker  Cousins.     Post  8vo,  boards,  25. 
MacGregor  (Robert).— Pastimes  and  Players:    Notes  on  Popular 

Games.     Post  Svo,  cloth  limp,  ss.  6d. ____ 

Mackay    (Charles,    LL.D.).  —  Interludes    and    Undertones;    or, 

Wvsic  at  Twilight.     Crown  Svo.  cloth  extra  6f. 
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McCarthy  (Justin),  Works  by. 

A  History  of  Our  Ow 


,  . 

n  Times,  from  the  Accession  of  Queen  Victoria  to  the  General  Election  of 

880      LIBRARY    EDITION       Four    Vols.,  demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  izs.  each.  —  Also  a  POPULAR 
EDITION,  in  Four  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  each.—  And  the  JUBILEE  EDITION,  with  an 
Appendix  of  Events  to  the  end  of  1886,  in  Two  Vols.,  large  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  7*.  6d.  each. 
A  History  of  Our  Own  Times,  from  1880  to  the  Diamond  Jubilee.     Demy  8vo,   cloth  extra, 

A  Short  History  of  Our  Own  Times.    One  Vol.,  crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6*.—  Also  a  CHEAP 


A     toto«a*™a^  the  Fourth.   By  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY 

and  JUSTIN  HUNTLY  MCCARTHY.    Four  Vols.,  demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  12*.  each. 
Reminiscences.    With  a  Portrait.    Two  Vols..  demy  8vo,  cloth,  24.5-.  [Vols.  III.  &  IV.  shtrtiy. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2S.  each  ;  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  each. 


The  Waterdale  Neighbours. 

My  Enemy's  Daughter. 

A  Fair  Saxon.  I  Linley  Rochford. 

Dear  Lady  Disdain.  I  The  Dictator. 

Miss  Misanthrope.    With  12  Illustrations. 


Donna  Quixote.     With  12  Illustrations. 
The  Comet  of  a  Season. 
,  Maid  of  Athens.     With  12  Illustrations. 
Camiola :  A  Girl  with  a  Fortune 


Red  Diamonds.      I     The  Riddle  Ring. 


The  Three  Disgraces,  and  other  Stories.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d. 

•  The  Right  Honourable.'    By~jusTiN  MCCARTHY  and  Mrs.  CAMPBELL  PRAED.    Crown  Svo, 

cloth  extra,  6s. ___ 

McCarthy  (Justin  Huntly),  Works  by. 

The  French  Revolution.    (Constituent  Assembly,  1789-91).    Four  Vols.,  demy  8vo,  cloth,  tar.  each. 

An  Outline  of  the  History  of  Ireland.    Crown  8vo,  is. ;  cloth,  is.  6rf. 

Ireland  Since  the  Union :  Sketches  of  Irish  History,  1798-1886.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6*. 

Haflz  in  London :  Poems.    Small  8vo,  gold  cloth,  35-.  6rf. 

Our  Sensation  Novel.    Crown  8vo,  picture  cover,  is. ;  cloth  limp,  is.  6d. 

Doom  :  An  Atlantic  Episode.    Crown  8vo,  picture  cover,  is. 

Dolly :  A  Sketch.    Crown  8vo,  picture  cover,  is. ;  cloth  limp,  is.  6d. 

Lily  Lass :  A  Romance.    Crown  8vo,  picture  cover,  is. ;  cloth  limp,  is.  6rf. 

A  London  Legend.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6d. 

The  Royal  Christopher.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3^.  6d.  _ 


Mac  Donald  (George,  LL.D.),  Books  by. 

Works  of  Fancy  and  Imagination.    Ten  Vols.,  i6mo,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  in  cloth  case,  aw. ;  ut 

the  Volumes  may  be  had  separately,  in  Grolier  cloth,  at  2s.  6d.  each. 
Vol.     I.  WITHIN  AND  WITHOUT.— THE  HIDDEN  LIFE. 

„      II.  THE  DISCIPLE.— THE  GOSPEL  WOMEN.— BOOK  OF  SONNETS.— ORGAN  SONGS. 
„    III.  VIOLIN  SONGS.— SONGS  OF  THE  DAYS  AND  NIGHTS.— A  BOOK  OF  DREAMS.— ROADSIDE 

POEMS.— POEMS  FOR  CHILDREN. 
„    IV.  PARABLES  —BALLADS.— SCOTCH  SONGS. 

„  V.  &  VI.  PHANTASTES  :  A  Faerie  Romance.  |     Vol.  VII.  THE  PORTENT. 

„  viii.  THE  LIGHT  PRINCESS.— THE  GIANT'S  HEART.— SHADOWS. 
,,    IX.  CROSS  PURPOSES.— THE  GOLDEN  KEY.— THE  CARASOYN.— LITTLE  DAYLIGHT. 
„     x.  THE  CRUEL  PAINTER.— THE  wow  o'  RIVVEN.— THE  CASTLE.— THE  BROKEN  SWORDS. 

—THE  GRAY  WOLF.— UNCLE  CORNELIUS. 
Poetical  Works  of  George  MacDonald.    Collected  and  Arranged  by  the  Author.    Two  Vols. 

crown  Svo,  buckram,  i2j. 

A  Threefold  Cord.  Edited  by  GEORGE  MACDONALD.    Post  8vo,  cloth,  $s. 

Phantastes :  A  Faerie  Romance.    With  25  Illustrations  by  J.  BELL.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6d. 
Heather  and  Snow  :  A  Novel.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6d. ;  post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. 
Lilith  :  A  Romance.    SECOND  EDITION.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Mackenna  (Stephen  J.)  and  J.  Augustus  O'Shea.— Brave  Men 

in  Action  :   Thrilling  Stories  of  the  British  Flag.    With  8  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 
Small  demy  Svo,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  5^. 

Maclise  Portrait  Gallery  (The)  of  Illustrious  Literary  Charac- 
ters: 85  Portraits  by  DANIEL  MACLISE:  with  Memoirs— Biographical,  Critical,  Bibliographical, 
and  Anecdotal— illustrative  of  the  Literature  of  the  former  half  of  the  Present  Century,  by  WILLIAM 
BATES,  B.A.  Crown  Svo^cloth  extra,j.r.j5rf. 

Macquoid  (Mrs.),  Works  by.     Square  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  each. 

In  the  Ardennes.    With  50  Illustrations  by  THOMAS  R.  MACOUOID. 

Pictures  and  Legends  from  Normandy  and  Brittany.    34  Illusts.  by  T.  R.  MACQUOID. 

Through  Normandy.    With  02  Illustrations  by  T.  R.  MACQUOID,  and  a  Map. 

Through  Brittany.    With  35  Illustrations  by  T.  R.  MACQUOID,  and  a  Mao. 

About  Yorkshire.    With  67  Illustrations  by  T.  R.  MACQUOID. 

Magician's   Own   Book,   The:    Performances  with  Eggs,  Hats,  &c. 

Edited  by  W.  H.  CREMER.    With  200  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo.  cloth  extra,  4s.  6d. 

Magic  Lantern,  The,  and  its  Management :  Including  full  Practical 

Directions.    By  T.  C.  HEPWORTH.    With  10  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo,  is.  ;  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Magna  Charta :    An  Exact  Facsimile  of  the  Original  in   the   British 

Museum,  3  feet  by  2  feet,  with  Arms  and  Seals  emblazoned  in  Gold  and  Colours,  5*. 

Maflory    (Sir  Thomas).  —  Mort  d' Arthur:     The   Stories  of  King 

Arthur  and  of  the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table.     (A  Selection.)     Edited  by  B.  MONTGOMHRIE  RAN- 
KING.   Post  Svo,  cloth  limp,  2j. 
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Mallock  (W.  H.),  Works  by. 

The  New  Republic.    Post  8vo,  cloth,  3y.  6d.;  picture  boards,  zs. 

The  New  Paul  and  Virginia !  Positivism  on  an  Island.    Post  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6<t. 


Poems.    Small  4to,  parchment,  8.r. 

Is  Life  Worth  Living?    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 


Margueritte  (Paul  and  Victor),— The   Disaster.      Translated  by 

FREDERIC  LEES.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d, 

Marlowe's  Works.     Including  his  Translations.      Edited,  with  Notes 

and  Introductions,  by  Colonel  CUNNINGHAM.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  $s.  (,d. 

Massinger's   Plays.      From  the  Text  of  WILLIAM  GIFFORD.     Edited 

by  Col.  CUNNINGHAM.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  (xi. 

Mathams  (Walter,  F.R.Q.S.). —  Comrades  All.      Fcp.  8vo,  cloth 

limp,  u. ;  cloth  gilt,  2J. ^^^ 

Matthews  (Brander).— A  Secret  of  the  Sea,  &c.     Post  8vo,  iliuT- 

trated  boards,  2J. ;  cloth  limp,  2J.  6d, 


Meade  (L.  T.),  Novels  by 

A  Soldier  of  Fortune.    Crown  81 


8vo,  cloth,  yt.  6rf. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards, 

rown  8vo,  cloth, 

The  Yolce  of  the  Charmer.    With  8  illustratio 
In  an  Iron  Grip.                  On  the  Brink  of  a.  Chasm.    I        A  Son  of  lahmael. 
The  Siren.                             The  Way  of  a  Woman.                  An  Adventuress. 
Dr.  Rumsey's  Patient.    By  L.  T.  MEADH  and  CLIFFORD  HALIFAX,  M.D. 
The  Blue  Diamond.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. [Shortly 

Merivale   (Herman  C.).— Bar,   Stage,  and  Platform:  A  Book  of 

Recollections.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  its.  [Shortly 


Merrick  (Leonard),  Novels  by. 

The  Han  who  was  Good.   Post  8vo,  picti 


ure  boards, 


Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6d.  each. 
Thtg  Stage  of  Fools. |  Cynthia;  A  Daughter  of  the  Philistines 

Mexican  Mustang  (On  a),  through  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande.       By 

A.  E.  SWEF.T  and  J.  ARMOY  KNOX.    With  265  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  7*.  6d. 

Middlemass  (Jean),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illust.  boards,  25.  eachT~ 

Touch  and  Go. |       Mr.  Dorillion. 

Miller  (Mrs.  F.  Fenwick). — Physiology  for  the  Young;   or,  The 

House  of  Life.    With  numerous  Illustrations.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  ss.  6d. 

Milton  (J.  L.),  Works  by.     Post  8vo,  15.  each  ;  cloth,  15.  6d.  each. 

The  Hygiene  of  the  Skin.    With  Directions  for  Diet,  Soaps,  Baths,  Wines,  &c. 

The  Bath  in  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

The  Laws  of  Life,  and  their  Relation  to  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

Minto  (Wm.).— Was  She  Good  or  Bad?    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 
Mitford  (Bertram),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  35.  6d.  each. 


The  Gun-Runner :  A  Romance  of  Zululand.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 
The  Luck  of  Gerard  Ridgeley.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  L.  Wool 
The  King's  Assegai.    With  Six  full-page  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 


The  Luck  of  Gerard  Ridgeley.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 
The  King's  Assegai.    With  Six  full-page  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  L.  Woon 
Renshaw  Tanning's  Quest.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  L.  WOOD. 


Molesworth^(Mrs.). — Hathercourt  Rectory.     Post  8vo,  illustrated 

boards,  zs.         '•  ** 

Moncrieff  (W.  D.  Scott-).—  The  Abdication:  An  Historical  Drama. 

With  Seven  Etchings  by  JOHN  PETTIE.  W.  Q.  ORCHARDSON,  J.  MACWHIRTER,  COLIN  HUNTER, 
R.  MACBETH  and  TOM  GRAHAM.    Imperial  410,  buckram,^?. 

Montagu  (Irving).— Things  I   Have  Seen  in  War.    With  16  full- 
page  Illustrations. Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Moore~(Thornas),  Works  by. 

The  Epicurean  ;  and  Alciphron.    Post  8vo,  half-bound,  ss. 

Prose  and  Verse;  including:  Suppressed  Passages  from  the  MEMOIRS  OF  LORD  BYRON.    Edited 
by  R.  H.  SHEPHERD.     With  Portrait.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  7.1-.  dd. 


Morrow  (W.  C.).— Bohemian  Paris  of  To = Day.     With  106  Illustra- 

tions  by  EDOUARD  CUCUEL.     Small  demy  8vo.  cloth,  gilt  top.  6s. 

Muddock  (J.  E.)  Stories  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3J.  6d.  each. 
Maid  Marian  and  Robin  Hood.  With  12  Illustrations  by  STANLEY  WOOD. 

?asile  the  Jester.    With  Frontispiece  by  STANLEY  WOOD. 
oung  Lochinvar.  I        The  Golden  Idol. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s.  each. 

The  Dead  Man's  Secret.  I          From  the  Bosom  of  the  Deep. 

Stories  Weird  and  Wonderful.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zj. ;  cloth,  ss.  6J. 
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Murray  (D.  Christie),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3.?.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  ?s.  i 


A  Life's  Atonement. 

Joseph's  Coat.    12  Illusts. 

Coals  of  Fire.    3  Illusts. 

Val  Strange. 

Hearts. 

The  Way  of  the  World. 


A  Model  Father. 
Old  Blazer's  Hero. 
Cynic  Fortune.    Frontisp. 
By  the  Gate  of  the  Sea. 
A  Bit  of  Human  Nature. 
First  Person  Singular. 


Bob  Martin's  Little  Girl. 
Time's  Revenges. 
A  Wasted  Crime. 
In  Direst  Peril. 
Mount  Despair. 
A  Capful  o'  Nails, 


The  Making  of  a  Novelist :  An  Experiment  in  Autobiography.    With  a  Collotype  Portrait.    Cr. 

8vo,  buckram,  3.5.  6d. 
My  Contemporaries  in  Fiction.    Crown  8vo.  buckram,  y.  6rf. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^-.  6d.  each. 

This  Little  World.                                         |        A  Race  for  Millions. 
Tales  in  Prose  and  Verse.    With  Frontispiece  by  ARTHUR  HOPKINS. 

Murray  (D.  Christie)  and  Henry  Herman,  Novels   by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6rf.  each ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s.  each. 
One  Traveller  Returns.                                 |        The  Bishops'  Bible. 
Paul  Jones's  Alias,  &c.    With  Illustrations  by  A.  FORESTIER  and  G.  NiCQLET. 

Murray  (Henry),  Novels  by. 

Post  8vo,  cloth,  as.  6d.  each. 
_  A  Game  of  Bluff. |      A  Song  of  Sixpence. 

Nisbet  (Hume),  Books  by. 

'  Bail  Up.'    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  as. 
Dr.  Bernard  St.  Vincent.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  as. 
Lessons  in  Art.    With  21  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  as.  6d, 

Norris  (W.  E.),  Novels  by^ Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo, 

picture  boards,  as.  each. 

Saint  Ann's. 

Billy  Belle w.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  F.  H.  TOWNSEND. 

Miss  Wentworth's  Idea.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  ss.  t>d. 

Oakley   (John).— A  Gentleman   in   Khaki:   A  Story  of  the  South 

African  War.     Demy  8vo,  picture  cover,  is. 

O'Hanlon  (Alice),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  -zs.  each. 

The  Unforeseen. |      Chance  7  or  Fate  7 

Ohnet  (Georges),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

Doctor  Rameau.  I       A  Last  Love. 


A  Weird  Gift.    Crown  8v     cloth,  3.5.  6d, ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  2s. 
Love's  Depths.    Translated  by  F.  ROTHWELL.    Crown  8vo,  clotii,  3.1.  6d. 
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hant  (Mrs.),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 

he  Primrose  Path.  |       Whiteladies. 

The  Greatest  Heiress  in  England. 


The  Sorceress.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.$-.  6d. 

6rShaughnessy~( Arthur),  Poems  by: 

Fcap.  8vo,  cloth  extra,  -js.  6d.  each. 

Music  and  Moonlight.  !  Songs  of  a  Worker. 

Lays  of  France.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  tos.  6<f. 


Ouida,  Novels  by.     Cr.  8vo,  cl.,  35.  6d.  ea.;  post  8vo,  illust.  bds.,  2s.  ea. 


Held  in  Bondage. 
Tricotrin. 

Strathmore.  I  Chandos. 
Cecil  Castlemaine's  Gage 
Under  Two  Flags. 
Puck.  |  Idali 


A  Dog  of  Flanders. 
Pascarel.        |     Signa. 
Two  Wooden  Shoes. 
In  a  Winter  City. 
Ariadne.         |  Friendship 
A  Village  Commune 


In  Maremma.    I     Wanda. 
Bimbi.         |         Syrlin. 
Frescoes.         !      Othmar. 
Princess  Napraxine. 
Guilderoy.      i      Kufflno. 
Two  Offenders. 
Santa  Barbara. 


Folle-Farine.  I    Moths.     |     Pipistrello. 

POPULAR  EDITIONS.     MedhmTSvo,  6d.  each. 
Under  Two  Flags.     |  Moths.  |        Held  in  Bondage,     i        Puck.       [Shortly. 

The  Waters  of  Edara.    Crown  8vo.  cloth,  3^.  6d. 

Wisdom,  Wit,  and  Pathos,  selected  from  the  Works  of  OUIDA  by  F.  SYDNEY  MORRIS.     Post 
8vo.  clotii  extra,  5^.— CHEAP  EDITION,  illustrated  boards,  2s. 

Page  (H.  A.).— Thoreau:  His  Life  and  Aims.     With  Portrait.     Post 

8vo,  cloth,  as.  6d. 

Pandurang  Hari ;    or,   Memoirs  o  :a.  Hindoo.      With  Preface  by  Sir 

BARTLH  FRHRKU    _Post_8yo,  illustrated  boards,  ?s. 

Pascal's  Provincial  Letters^ A  New  Translation,   with   Historical 

Introduction  and  Notes  by  T.  M'CR IE,  P.P.     Post  8vo.  h n  1  f-cloth,  zs. 

Paul  (Margaret   A.).— Gentle  and  Simple.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  with 

Frontispiece  by  HELEN  PATERSON,  3^.  6d. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2S. 
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Payn  (James),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  jr.  6d.  each ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2j.  each. 


Lost  Sir  Massingberd. 

Walter's  Word,     i  A  County  Family. 

Less  Black  than  We're  Painted. 

By  Proxy.  |     For  Cash  Only. 

High  Spirits. 

A  Confidential  Agent.    With  12  Illusts. 

A  Grape  from  a  Thorn.    With  12  Illusts. 


Holiday  Tasks. 

The  Talk  of  the  Town.    With  12  Illusts. 

The  Mystery  of  Mirbridge. 

The  Word  and  the  Will. 

The  Burnt  Million. 

Sunny  Stories.       I     A  Trying  Patient 


Post  8vo  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 


Found  Dead.  I  Gwendoline's  Harvest 

Mirk  Abbey.    |  A  Marine  Residence. 

Some  Private  Views. 

The  Canon's  Ward. 

Not  Wooed,  But  Won. 

Two  Hundred  Pounds  Reward. 

The  Best  of  Husbands. 

Halves.  I  What  He  Cost  Her. 

Fallen  Fortunes.     Kit :  A  Memory. 

Under  One  Roof.  I   Glow-worm  Tales. 

A  Prince  of  the  Blood. 


Humorous  Stories.  |     From  Exile. 
The  Foster  Brothers. 
The  Family  Scapegrace. 
Married  Beneath  Him. 
Bentinck's  Tutor. 
A  Perfect  Treasure. 
Like  Father,  Like  Son. 
A  Woman's  Vengeance. 
Carlyon's  Year.       I    Cecil's  Tryst. 
Murphy's  Master.  |    At  Her  Mercy. 
The  Clyffards  of  Clyffe. 

A  Modern  Dick  Whittington  ;  or,  A  Patron  of  Letters.     With  a  Portrait  of  the  Author.    Crown 

•  8vo,  cloth,  3J.  6rf. 

In  Peril  and  Privation.    With  17  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 
Notes  from  the  *  News.'    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 
By  Proxy.    POPULAR  EDITION,  medium  8vo,  6d. 

Payne  (Will).— Jerry  the  Dreamer.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d. 
Pennell  (H.  Cholmondeley),  Works  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d.  ea. 

Puck  on  Pegasus.    With  Illustrations. 

Pegasus  Re-Saddled.    With  Ten  full-page  Illustrations  by  G.  Du  MAURIER. 

The  Muses  of  Mayfalr  ;   Vers  de  Socicte.    Selected  by  H.  C.  PENNELL. 


Phelps  (E.  Stuart),  Works  by.    Post  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d.  each. 

An  Old  Maid's  Paradise.  I        Burglars  in  Paradise. 

Beyond  the  Gates.    Post  8vo,  picture  cover,  is. ;  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Jack  the  Fisherman.    Illustrated  by  C.  W.  REED.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 


Phil  May's  Sketch=Book.    Containing  54  Humorous  Cartoons.   Crown 

folio,  cloth,  zs.  6d. 

Phipson  (Dr.T.  L.),  Books  by.    Crown  8vo,  art  canvas,  gilt  top,  55.  ea. 

Famous  Violinists  and  Fine  Violins. 

Voice  and  Violin ;   Sketches,  Anecdotes,  and  Reminiscences. 

Pfanche  (J.  R.),  Works  by. 

The  Pursuivant  of  Arms.    With  Six  Plates  and  209  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  f>d. 
Songs  and  Poems,  1819-1879.    With  Introduction  by  Mrs.  MACKARNESS.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Plutarch's    Lives   of   Illustrious  Men.     With  Notes  and  a  Life  oJ 

Plutarch  by  JOHN  and  WM.  LANGHORNB,  and  Portraits.    Two  Vols.,  demy  8vo,  half-cloth  tos.  6rf. 

Poe's  (Edgar  Allan)  Choice  Works:    Poems,   Stories,   Essay-T. 

With  an  Introduction  by  CHARLES  BAUDELAIRE.     Crown  8vo.  cloth.  3*.  (>d. 

Pollock  (W.  H.).— The  Charm,  and  other  Drawing-room  Plays.     By 

Sir  WALTER  BHSANT  and  WALTER  H.  POLLOCK.    With  50  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  6s. 

Pond  (Major  J.   B.). — Eccentricities    of    Genius:  "Memories    of 

Famous  Men  and  Women  of  the  Platform  and  the  Stage.     With  91  Portraits.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  izs. 

Pope's  Poetical  'Works.     Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs. 

Porter  (John).— Kin gsclere. Edited  by  BYRON  WEBBER.     With  19 

full-page  and  many  smal'er  Illustrations.    Cheaper  Edition.    Demy  8vo,  cloth,  -;s.  6d. 

Praed  (Mrs.  Campbell),  Novels  by.     Post  8vo,  illust.  bds.,  25.  each. 

The  Romance  of  a  Station. |  The  Soul  of  Countess  Adrian. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6rf.  each  :  post  8vo,  boards,  -2S.  each. 

Outlaw  and  Lawmaker.  |  Christina  Chard.  With  Frontispiece  by  AV.  PAGET. 

Mrs.  Tregaskiss.    With  8  Illustrations  by  ROBERT  SAUBER 
Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3-r.  6d.  each. 

Nulma.  |        Madame  Izan. 

*A«  a  Watch  in  the  Wight.*    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top.  6s. 

Price  (E.  C.),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo.  cloth,  3*.  6r/.  each. 

Valentina.  I     The  Foreigners. L—?^8'  Lancaster's  Rival. 

Princess  Olga.  — Radna:  A  Novel.    Crown  SvoTcloth  extra,  6s. 
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Proctor  (Richard  A.),  Works  by. 

Flowers  of  the  Sky.    With  55  Illustrations.    Small  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  (xi. 

Easy  Star  Lessons.    With  Star  Maps  for  every  Night  in  the  Year.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Familiar  Science  Studies.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Saturn  and  its  System.    With  13  Steel  Plates.    Demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  IDS.  6rf. 

Mysteries  of  Time  and  Space.    With  numerous  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

The  Universe  of  Suns,  &c.    With  numerous  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Wages  and  Wants  of  Science  Workers.    Crown  8vo,  is.  6rf. 


Pryce  (Richard).— Miss  Maxwell's  Affections.    Crown  8vo,  cloth, 

with  Frontispiece  by  HAL  LUDLOW.  y.  64.;   post  8vo,  illustrated  boards.  «.       t 

Rambosson  (J.).— Popular  Astronomy.    Translated  by  C.  B.  PITMAN. 

With  10  Coloured  Plates  and  63  Woodcut  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo.  cloth,  $s.  6d. 

Randolph  (Col.  O.).—  Aunt  Abigail  Dykes.   Crown  8vo,  cloth. _ 75.  6d. 
Read   (General   Meredith).— Historic  Studies  in  Vaud,  Berne, 

and  Savoy.    With  31  full-page  Illustrations.     Two  Vols.,  demy  8vo,  cloth,  a&s. 

Reade's  (Charles)  Novels. 

The  New  Collected    LIBRARY  EDITION,  complete  in  Seventeen  Volumes,  set  in  new  Ion.?  primer 
type,  printed  on  laid  paper,  and  elegantly  bound  in  cloth,  price  3$.  6rf.  each. 
i.  Peg  Wofflngton;  and  Christie  John-  7-  Love  Me  Little,  Love  me  Long. 


stone. 
a.  Hard  Cash. 

3.  The  Cloister  and  the  Hearth.     With  a 

Preface  by  Sir  WALTER  BESANT. 

4.  '  It  is  Never  Too  Late  to  Mend.' 

5.  The  Course  of  True  Love  Never  Did 

Run  Smooth;   and  Singleheart  and 


Doublefac 


6.  The  Au 


" 


tobiography  of  a  Thief;  Jack 
Trades;    A  Hero  and  a  Mar- 


d'fhe^Wandering^Heir. 


8.  The  Double  Marriage. 

9.  Griffith  Gaunt. 
10.  Foul  Play, 


vp. 


11.  Put  Yourself  in  His  Place. 

12.  A  Terrible  Temptation. 

13.  A  Simpleton. 

14.  A  Woman-Hater. 

15.  The    Jilt,    and    other  Stories;     and    Good 

Stories  of  Man  and  other  Animals. 

16.  A  Perilous  Secret. 

17.  Readiana;  and  Bible  Characters. 


In  Twenty-one  Volumes,  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  vs.  each. 
Peg  Wofflngton.    I     Christie  Johnstone.         Hard  Cash.  I     Griffith  Gaunt. 


'It  is  Never  Too  Late  to  Mend.' 

The  Course  of  True  Love  Never  Did  Run 

Smooth. 
The  Autobiography  of  a  Thief;  Jack  of 

all  Trades  ;  and  James  Lambert. 
Love  Me  Little,  Love  Me  Long. 
The  Double  Marriage. 
The  Cloister  and  the  Hearth. 


Foul  Play.    |    Put  Yourself  in  His  Place. 

A  Terrible  Temptation 

A  Simpleton.     |     The  Wandering  Heir. 

A  Woman-Hater. 

Singleheart  and  Doubleface. 

Good  Stories  of  Man  and  other  Animals. 

The  Jilt,  and  other  Stories. 

A  Perilous  Secret.         1     Readiana. 


POPULAR  EDITIONS,  medium  8vo,  6</.  each. 
•It  is  Never  Too  Late  to  Mend.'  j     The  Cloister  and  the  Hearth. 

Peg  Wofflngton;  and  Christie  Johnstone.         |        Hard  Cash. 

Christie  Johnstone.  With  Frontispiece.  Choicely  printed  in  Elzevir  style.  Fcap.  8vo,  half-Roxb.2j,6rf. 
Peg  Wofflngton.    Choicely  printed  in  Elzevir  style.     Fcap.  8vo,  half-Roxburghe,  2S.  6rf. 
The  Cloister  and  the  Hearth.     In  Four  Vols.,  post  8vo,  with  an  Introduction  by  Sir  WALTER 
BESANT,  and  a  Fiontispiece  to  each  Vol.,  buckram,  gilt  top,  6s.  the  set. — Also  the  LARGE  TYPE, 
FINE  PAPER  EDITION,  pott  8vo,  cloth,  2*.  net ;  leather,  jr.  net. 
Bible  Characters.    Fcap.  8vo,  leatherette,  is. 

Selections  from  the  Works  of  Charles  Reade.     With  an  Introduction  by  Mrs.  ALEX. 
IRELAND.    Crown  8vo,  buckram,  with  Portrait,  6s.  ;  CHEAP  EDITION,  post  8vo.  cloth  limp,  2J.  fxt. 

Riddelf(Mrs.  J.  H.),  Novels  by. 

A  Rich  Man's  Daughter.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  %s.  6d. 

Weird  Stories.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  3.5-.  6rf. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  as. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2j.  each. 

The  Uninhabited  House.                           I       Fairy  Water. 
The  Prince  of  Wales's  Garden  Party.           Her  Mother's  Darling. 
The  Mystery  in  Palace  Gardens. I       The  Nun's  Curse.    |   Idle  Tales. 

Rimmer  (Alfred),  Works  by.     Large  crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d.  each. 

Rambles  Round  Eton  and  Harrow.    With  52  Illustrations  by  the  Author. 

About  England  with  Dickens.    With  58  Illustrations  by  C.  A.  VANDERHOOF  and  A.  RIMMER. 

Rives  (Amelie,  Author  of  'The  Quick  or  the  Dead?'), -Stories  by^ 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  each. 
Barbara  Dering. |        Merlel ;  A  Love  Story.       

Robinson    Crusoe.      By  DANIEL  DEFOE.      With  37  Illustrations  by 

GEORGE  CRUIKSHANK.    Post  8vo.  half-cloth,  zs. 

Robinson  (F.  W.),  Novels  by. 

Women  are  Strange.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. 

The  Hands  of  Justice.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6d. ;  post  8vo  illustrated  boards,  aj. 

The  Woman  in  the  Dark,    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6rf.  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  a*. 


20    CHAT1>   &  W1NDUS,  Publishers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C. 
Robinson£(Phil),  Works  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  each. 

The  Poets'  Birds.                                        |     The  Poets'  Beasts. 
The  Poets  and  N ature;  Reptiles.  Fishes,  and  Insects. 

Roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  The :  A  List  of  the  Principal  Warriors  who 

came  from  Normandy  with  William  the  Conqueror,  1066.    Printed  in  Gold  and  Colours,  y. 

Rosengarten  (A.). — A  Handbook  of  Architectural  Styles.   Trans- 

lated  by  W.  COLLETT-SANDARS.    With  630  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  7*.  6(t. 

Ross  (Albert). — A  Sugar  Princess.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d. 
Rowley  (Hon.  Hugh),  Works  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  25.  6d.  each. 

Puniana:  Riddles  and  Jokes.    With  numerous  Illustrations. 

More  Puniana.    Profusely  Illustrated.  

Runciman  (James),  Stories  by.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  25.  6d.  each. 

Grace  Balmaign's  Sweetheart. | Schools  &  Scholars. 

Skippers  and  Shellbacks.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  $s,  6d. 

Russell  (Dora),  Novels  by. 

A  Country  Sweetheart.    Post  8vo,  picture  boards,  at. 

The  Drift  of  Fate.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3-r.  6d. 

Russell  (Herbert).— True  Blue;  or,  'The  Lass  that  Loved  a  Sailor.' 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Russell  (W.  Clark),  Novels,  &c.,  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3^.  6<i.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each  ;  cloth  limp,  vs.  6d.  each. 


Round  the  Galley-Fire 


ley-J 
Wat 


An  Ocean  Tragedy 

My  Shipmate  Louise. 

Alone  on  a  Wide  Wide  Sea. 

The  Good  Ship  •  Mohock.' 

The  Phantom  Death. 

Is  He  the  Man?    I    The  Convict  Ship. 

Heart  of  Oak.        |    The  Last  Entry. 


[aster. 


In  the  Middle  Watch. 

On  the  Fo'k'sle  Head. 

A  Voyage  to  the  Cape. 

A  Book  for  the  Hammock. 

The  Mystery  of  the  '  Ocean  Star.' 

The  Romance  of  Jenny  Harlowe. 

The  Tale  of  the  Ten. 
A  Tale  of  Two  Tunnels.    Crown  8vo,  cloth.  3.5-.  erf. 

The  Ship  :  Her  Story.     With  50  Illustrations  by  H.  C.  SEPPINGS  WRIGHT.    Small  4to,  cloth,  6s. 
The    *'  Pretty  Polly  " :    A  Voyage  of  Incident.    With  12  Illustrations  by  G.  E.  ROBERTSON. 
Small  demy  8vo.  cloth,  gilt  edges,  $£. 

Saint  Aubyn  (Alan),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  vs.  each. 
A  Fellow  of  Trinity.    With  a  Note  by  OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES  and  a  Frontispiece. 
The  Junior  Dean.        I     The  Master  of  St.  Benedict's.      To  His  Own  Masti 
Orchard  Damerel.       1     In  the  Face  of  the  World.  The  Tremlett  Diamonds. 

Fcap.  8vo,  cloth  boards,  is.  (>d.  each. 

The  Old  Maid's  Sweetheart. I        Modest  Little  Sara. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  31.  6rf.  each. 

The  Wooing  of  May.         I      A  Tragic  Honeymoon.                   A  Proctor's  Wooing. 
Fortune's  Gate.                  I     Gallantry  Bower.                             Bonnie  Maggie  Lauder. 
Mary  Unwin.    With  8  Illustrations  by  PERCY  TARRANT. 
_    Mrs-  Punbar's  Secret.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top  6s. 

Saint  John    (Bayle).— A  Levantine    Family.      A    New    Edition. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3^.  6d.  

Sala  (George  A.).— Gaslight  and  Daylight.     Post  8vo,  boards,  25. 
Scotland  Yard,  Past  and  Present :  Experiences  of  Thirty-seven  Years. 

By  Ex-Chief-Inspector  CAVANAGH.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. ;  cloth,  2S.  6ci. 

Secret  Out,  The  :  One  Thousand  Tricks  with  Cards ;  with  Entertain- 

ing  Experiments  in  Drawing-room  or  'White'  Magic.  By  W.  H.  CREMER.  With  300  Illustrations.  Crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  4$.  6ci. 

Seguin  (L.  G.),  Works  by. 

The  Country  of  the  Passion  Play  (Oberammergau)  and  the  Highlands  of  I'.avaria.    With 

Map  and  37  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d. 
Walks  in  Algiers.    With  Two  Maps  and  16  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Senior  (Wm.).— By  Stream  and  Sea.     Post  8vo,  cloth.  25.  6d. 
SeFgeant  (Adeline),**Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d.  each. 

Under  False  Pretences. |        Dr.  Endicott's  Experiment. 

Shakespeare  for  Children :    Lamb's  Tales  from    Shakespeare. 

With  Illustrations,  coloured  and  plain,  by  J.  MOYR  SMITH.     Crown  4to,  cloth  gilt.  y.  fxf. 

Shakespeare  the  Boy.     With  Sketches  of  the  Home  and  School  Life, 

the  Games  and  Sports,  the  Manner,,  Customs,  and  Folk-lore  of  the  Time.  By  WILLIAM  J.  ROLFE, 
Litt.D.  A  New  Edition,  with  42  Illustrations,  and  an  INDEX  OF  PLAYS  AND  PASSAGES  RE- 
FERRED TO.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  g'ilt,  v.  6d. 

Sharp^WilTFam) .  —Children  of  To-morrow.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  65, 


CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  Publishers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C.    ai 
Shelley's  (Percy  Bysshe)  Complete  Works  in  Verse  and  Prose. 

Edited.  Prefaced,  and  Annotated  by  R.  HERNE  SHEPHERD.    Five  Vols.,  crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6rf.  each. 
Poetical  Works,  in  Three  Vols. : 

Vol.    I.  Introduction  by  the  Editor  ;    Posthumous  Fragments  of  Margaret  Nicholson ;    Shelley  s  Corre- 
spondence with  Stockdale:   The  Wandering  Jew ;    Queen  Mab,  with  the  Notes ;    Alastor. 
and  other  Poems ;  Rosalind  and  Helen ;  Prometheus  Unbound ;  Adonais,  &c. 
,,      II.  Laon  and  Cythna:    The  Cenci;   Jufian  and  Maddalo  ;  Swellfoot  the  Tyrant;   The  Witch  of 

Atlas  ;  Epipsychidion  ;  Hellas. 
III.  Posthumous  Poems;  The  Masque  of  Anarchy;  and  other  Pieces. 

Vot.     I.  The  Two  Romances  of  Zastrozzi  and  St.  Irvyne  ;  the  Dublin  and  Marlow  Pamphlets;  A  Refu 

tation  of  Deism  ;  Letters  to  Leigh  Hunt,  and  some  Minor  Writings  and  Fragments. 
II.  The  Essays  ;    Letters  from  Abroad  ;   Translations  and  Fragments,  edited  by  Mrs.  SHELLEY. 
With  a  Biography  of  Shelley,  and  an  Index  of  the  Prose  Works. 

Sherard  (R.  H.).— Rogues;  A  Novel.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  15.  6d. 

Sheridan's   (Richard   Brinsley)    Complete  Works,  with  Life  and 

Anecdotes.  Including  his  Dramatic  Writings,  his  Works  in  Prose  and  Poetry,  Translations,  Speeches, 
and  Jokes.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  $s.  f>d. 

The  Rivals,  The  School  for  Scandal,  and  other  Plays.    Post  8vo,  half-bound,  2$. 

Sheridan's  Comedies :  The  Rivals  and  The  School  for  Scandal.  Edited,  with  an  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  to  each  Play,  and  a  Biographical  Sketch,  by  BRANDER  MATTHEWS.  With 
Illustrations.  Demy  8vo,  half-parchment,  izs.  6d. 

Shiel  (M.  P.).— The  Purple  Cloud.     By  the  Author  of  "  The  Yellow 

Danger."    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. ^Preparing. 

Sidney's   (Sir  Philip)    Complete    Poetical    Works,   including  all 

those  in  '  Arcadia.'    With  Portrait,  Memorial-Introduction,  Notes,  &c.,  by  the  Rev.  A.  B.  GROSART, 
P.P.    Three  Vols..  crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  35.  6d.  each. 

Signboards  :  Their  History,  including  Anecdotes  of  Famous  Taverns  and 

Remarkable  Characters.    By  JACOB  LARWOOD  and  JOHN  CAMDEN  HOTTEN.    With  Coloured  Frontis- 
piece  and  94  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6d. _ 

Sims  (George  R.).,  Works  by. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  *f.  each ;  cloth  limp,  vs.  6<t.  each. 

The  Ring  o>  Bells.  I    Dramas  of  Life.    With  60  Illustrations. 

Mary   Jane's  Memoirs.  Memoirs  of  a  Landlady. 

Tinkletop's  Crime.  My  Two   Wives. 

Zeph  :   A  Circus  Story,  &c.  I    Scenes  from  the  Show. 

Tales  of  To-day.  I    The  Ten  Commandments;  Stories. 

Crown  8vo,  picture  cover,  is.  each ;  cloth,  if.  6d.  each. 
The  Dagonet  Reciter  and  Reader:   Being  Readings  and  Recitations  in  Prose  and  Verse 

selected  from  his  own  Works  by  GEORGE  R.  SlMS. 
The  Case  of  George  Candlemas.  I        Dagonet  Ditties.    (From  The  Referee.) 

How  the  Poor  Live;  and  Horrible  London.  With  a  Frontispiece  by  F.  BARNARD. 
Crown  8vo,  leatherette,  is. 

Dagonet  Dramas  of  the  Day.    Crown  8vo,  is. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  vs.  each ;  cloth  limp,  -23.  6d.  each. 
Mary  Jane  Married.    |        Rogues  and  Vagabonds.        |        Dagonet  Abroad. 


Crown  8yo,  cloth,  3.5-.  6ci.  each. 

a  Christmas  Time.     With  8  Illustrations  by  CHARLES  GREEN,  R.I. 
In  London's  Heart :   A  Story  of  To-day. 
Without  the  Limelight :  Theatrical  Life  as  it  is. 


Ono.ugn 

mt  tr 
The  Small-part  Lady.  &c. 


Sister  Dora:    A  Biography.     By  MARGARET  LONSDALE.     With    Four 

Illustrations.    Demy  8vo,  picture  cover,  40?. ;  cloth,  6d. 

Sketchley  (Arthur).— A  Match  in  the  Dark.     Post  8vo,  boards^. 
Slang   Dictionary  (The)  :    Etymological,   Historical,  and  Anecdotal. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  6d.  

Smart  (Hawley),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  3*.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  2s.  each. 
Beatrice  and  Benedick.  ]     Long  Odds. 

Without  Love  or  Licence.  |     The  Master  of  Rathkelly. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.?.  (at.  each. 

The  Outsider.  _  |  A  Racing  Rubber. 

The  Plunger.    Post  8vo,  picture  boards,  gj. 


Smith  (J.  Moyr),  Works  by. 

The  Prince  of  Argolis.    With  130  Illustrations.    Post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  v.  6d. 

The  Wooing  of  the  Water  Witch.    With  numerous  Illustrations.    Post  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

Snazelleparilla.      Decanted  by  G.  S.  EDWARDS.      With   Portrait  of 

G.  H.  SNA2ELLE.  and  65  Illustrations  by  C.  LYALL.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Society  in  London.     Crown  8vo,  15. ;  cloth,  15.  6d.  ' 

Somerset  (Lord  Henry).— Songs  of  Adieu.     Small  4to,  Jap.  vel.,6*. 


aa    CHATTO  &  WINDUS.  Publishers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C. 
Spalding  (T.  A.,  LL.B.).—  Elizabethan  Demonology:   An  Essay 

on  the  Belief  in  the  Existence  of  Devils.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  5*. 

Speight  (T.  W.),  Novels  by. 

Post  8vo,  illustr 


Mysteries  of  Heron  Dyke. 
Devious  Ways.  &c. 


8*1 

Hoodwinked ;  &  Sandycroft  Mystery. 
The  Golden  Hoop. 


ustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 


The  Loud  water  Tragedy. 
Burgo's  Romance. 
Quittance   in  Full. 
A  Husband  from  the  Sea. 


Back  to  Life.  

Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  it.  6d.  each. 

A  Barren  Title.  I       Wife  or  No  Wife? 

Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  y.  6d.  each. 

A  Secret  of  the  Sea.  |    The  Grey  Monk.     |    The  Master  of  Trenance. 
A  Minion  of  the  Moon :  A  Romance  of  the  King's  Highway. 
The  Secret  of  Wy  vern  Towers. 

The  Doom  of  Siva.  |        The  Web  of  Fate. 

The  Strange  Experiences  of  Mr.  Yerscboyle.    DemyjJyo,  I.T. 

Spenser  for  Children.   By  M.  H.  TOWRY.  'With  Coloured  Illustrations 

by  WALTER  J.  MORGAN.    Crown  4to,  cloth  extra,  y.  6ci. 

Spettigue  (H.  H.).— The  Heritage  of  Eve.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  bs. 
Stafford  (John),  Novels  by. 

Doris  and  I.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  js.  6rf. 

Carlton  Priors.    Crown  8vo.  cloth,  gilt  top.  61. 

Starry  Heavens  (The)  :  A  POETICAL  BIRTHDAY  BOOK.     Royal  i6mo, 

cloth  extra.  2j.  6rf. 

Stedman  (E.  C.). — Victorian  Poets.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  95. 
Stephens  (Riccardo,  M.B.).— The  Cruciform  Mark:  The  Strange 

Story  of  RICHARD  TREGENNA,  Bachelor  of  Medicine  (Univ.  Edinb.)    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6d. 

Stephens  (Robert  Neilson).— Philip  Winwood :   A  Sketch  of  the 

Domestic  History  of  an  American  Captain  in  the  War  of  Independence:  embracing  events  that 
occurred  between  and  during  the  years  1763  and  1786,  in  New  York  and  London ;  written  by  His 
Enemy  in  War,  HERBERT  RUSSELL,  Lieutenant  in  the  Loyalist  Forces.  With  Six  Illustrations 
by  E.  W.  D.  HAMILTON.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. 

Sterndale  (R.  Armitage).— The   Afghan   Knife:    A  Novel.     Post 

8vo,  cloth,  3J.  6d. ;  illustrated  boards,  2f. 

Stevenson  (R.  Louis),  Works  by. 

Crown  Svo,  buckram,  gilt  top.  6s.  each  ;  post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  2J.  6d.  each. 
Travels  -with  a  Donkey.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  WALTER  CRANE 
An  Inland  Voyage.    With  a  Frontispiece  by  WALTER  CRANE. 
Crown  8vo,  buckram,  gilt  top,  6s.  each. 
Familiar  Studies  of  Men  and  Books. 
The  Silverado  Squatters.    With  Frontispiece  by  J.  D.  STRONG. 
The   Merry  Men.  I     Underwoods:   Poems. 

Memories  and   Portraits. 

Xirginibus  Puerisque,  and  other  Papers.      |      Ballads.  I      Prince  Otto, 

cross   the  Plains,  with  other  Memories  and  Essays. 
Weir  of  Hermiston.  I     In  the  South  Seas. 

A  Lowden  Sabbath  Morn.      With  27  Illustrations  by  A.  S.  BOYD.     Fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

Songs  of  Travel.    Crown  8vo,  buckram,  5^. 

New  Arabian   Nights.     Crown   8vo,  buckram,   gilt  top,  6.?. ;    post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  M. 

— POPULAR  EDITION,  medium  8vo,  6d.  [.SV/I-T//V. 

The  Suicide  Club;   and  The  Rajah's  Diamond.    (From  NEW  ARABIAN  NIGHTS.)    With 

Eight  Illustrations  by  W.  J.  HENNESSY.    Crown  Svo.  cloth,  v-  6d. 
The  Stevenson  Reader:  Selections  from  the  Writings  of  ^ROBERT  Lou  is  STEVENSON.  Edited 

by  LLOYD  OSBOURNE.     Post  8vo,  cloth,  vs.  6d. ;  buckram,  gilt  top,  $s.  6d. 

Stockton  (Frank  R.).— The  Young  Master  of  Hyson  Hall.    With 

numerous  Illustrations  by  VIRGINIA  H.  DAVISSON  and  C.  H.  STEPHENS.    Cro\vn  Svo,  cloth.  3*.  6d. 

Storey    (Q.  A.,  A. R. A.). —Sketches   from    Memory.     With~~93 

Illustrations  by  the  Author.     Demy  Svo.  cloth,  gilt  top,  I2J.  6d. 

Stories  from    Foreign   Novelists.  *  With  Notices  by  HELEN  and 

ALICE  ZlMMERN.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra  zs.  6d. 

Strange   Manuscript   (A)    Found  in  a  Copper  Cylinder.    Crown 

8vo.  doth  extra,  with  19  Illustrations  by  GILBERT  GAUL,  y.  6.-t.  :  post  Svo.  illustrated  boards,  gj. 

Strange  Secrets.     Told  by  PERCY  FITZGERALD,  CONAN  DOYLE.  FLOR- 
ENCE MARRYAT.  &c.    Post  8vo.  illustrated  boards,  vs. i 

Strutt  (Joseph).  —The  Sports  and  Pastimes  of  the  People  of 

England  •  including  the  Rural  and  Domestic  Recreations,  May  Games,  Mummeries,  Shows,  &c.,  from 
the  Earliest  Period  to  the  Present  Time.  Edited  by  WILLIAM  HONE.  With  140  Illustrations.  Crowrt 
f*«,  cteth  extra,  y.  6rf. 


&  WINDUS,  PuMIshers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  London,  W.C.    23 
Surtees  (Robert). — Han  dley.  Cross ;    or,   Mr.   Jorrocks's  Hunt. 

With  79  Illustrations  by  JOHN  LEECH.    A  New  Edition.    Post  Svo,  cloth,  as. 

Swift's  (Dean)  Choice  Works,  in  Prose  and  Verse.     With  Memoir, 

Portrait,  and  Facsimiles  of  the  Maps  in  '  Gulliver's  Travels.'    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6tt. 
Gulliver's  Travels,  and  A  Tale  of  a  Tub.    Post  Svo,  half-bound,  zs. 
Jonathan  Swift :  A  Study.    By  J.  CHURTON  COLLINS.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  8s. 


Swinburne  (Algernon  C.),  Works  by. 

Selections  from  the  Poetical  Works  of       Studies  In 


A.  C.  Swinburne.  Fcap.  8vo  6s. 
Atalanta  in  Calydon.  Crown  8vo,  6s. 
Chastelard:  A  Tragedy.  Crown  Svo,  7.1. 
Poems  and  Ballads.  FIRST  SERIES.  Crown 

8vo,  or  fcap.  Svo,  9*. 

Poems  and  Ballads.  SECOND  SER.  Cr.Svo.gj. 
Poems  &  Ballads.  THIRD  SERIES.  Cr.  8vo,  is. 
Songs  before  Sunrise.    Crown  Svo,  ios.  6d. 
Both  well :  A  Tragedy.     Crown  Svo,  12s.  6d. 


.  ragedy 
Natlc 


Songs  of  Two  Nations.    Crown  8vo,  6s. 
George  Chapman.    (See  Vol.  II.  of  G.  CHAP- 
MAN'S Works.)    Crown  Svo,  31.  6d. 
Essays  and  Studies.    Crown  Svo,  izs. 
Erechtheus  :  A  Tragedy.    Crown  Svo,  6s. 
A  Note  on  Charlotte  Bronte.    Cr.  Svo,  6s. 
A  Study  of  Shakespeare.    Crown  Svo,  8s. 
Songs  of  the  Springtides.    Crown  Svo.  6s. 


lary  Stv 
ristram 


Song.    Crown  Svo,  7* 


Mary  Stuart :  A  Tragedy.    Crown  Svo,  8s. 


Tristram  of  Lyonesse.    Crown  Svo,  9^. 


y 
R 


A  Century  of  Roundels.    Small  410,  8;. 
A  Midsummer  Holiday.    Crown  Svo,  js. 
Marino  Fallero :  A  Tragedy.    Crown  Svo,  6s 
A.  Study  of  Victor  Hugo.    Crown  Svo,  6s. 
Miscellanies.     Crown  Svo,  ias. 
Locrine :  A  Tragedy.    Crown  8vo,  6s. 


gfedy 
in  Jc 


A  Study  of  Ben  Jonson.    Crown  8vo,  js. 

The  Sisters  :  A  Tragedy.    Crown  Svo,  6s. 

Astrophel,  &c.    Crown  Svo,  js. 

Studies  in  Prose  and  Poetry.    Cr.  Svo,  9*. 

The  Tale  of  Balen.    Crown  Svo,  ^s. 

Rosamund,  Queen  of  the  Lombards :  A 
Tragedy.  SECOND  EDITION,  with  a  DEDICA- 
TORY POEM.  Crown  Svo,  6j. 


Syntax's  (Dr.)  Three  Tours :  In  Search  of  the  Picturesque,  in  Search 

of  Consolation,  and  in  Search  of  a  Wife.    With  ROWLANDSON'S  Coloured  Illustrations,  and  Life  of  the 
Author  by  J.  C.  HOTTEN.    Crown  Svo.  cloth  extra,  js.  6d. 

Taine's  History  of  English  Literature.     Translated  by  HENRY  VAN 

LAUN.    Four  Vols.,  small  demy  Svo,  cloth  boards,  30*.— POPULAR  EDITION,  Two  Vols.,  large  crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  igj. - 

Taylor  (Bayard).  —  Diversions  of  the  Echo  Club:    Burlesques  of 

Modern  Writers.    Post  Svo.  cloth  limp,  aj. 

Taylor  (Tom).— Historical  Dramas:  'JEANNE  DARC,'  ' 'Twixx  AXE 

AND  CROWN.'  «THE  FOOL'S  REVWJGE,'  •  ARKWRIGHT'S  WIFE.'  -ANNE  BOLEYNE,'  -PLOT  AND 

PASSION.'    Crown  Svo,  I.T.  each. 


Temple  (Sir  Richard,  G. C.S.I.).—  A  Bird's-eye  View  of  Pictur- 

esque  India.    With  32  Illustrations  by  the  Author.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s. 

Tennyson  (Lord) :  A  Biographical  Sketch.    By  H.  J.  JENNINGS.   With 

Portrait.    Post  Svo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Thackerayana :  Notes  and  Anecdotes.   With  Coloured  Frontispiece  and 

Hundreds  of  Sketches  by  WILLIAM  MAKEPEACE  THACKERAY.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d. 

Thames,  A  New  Pictorial   History  of  the.     By  A.  S.  KRAUSSE. 

With  340  Illustrations.    Post  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Thomas  (Annie),  Novels  by. 

The  Siren's  Web  :  A  Romance  of  London  Society.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3*.  6d. 

Comrades  True.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top.  6s. 

Thomas  (Bertha),  Novels  by. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth,  y.  6d.  each. 

The  Yiolln-Player.  I       The  House  on  the  Scar,         {Preparing. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s.  each. 
In  a  Cathedral  City. I        The  Son  of  the  House. 

Thomson's  Seasons,  and  The  Castle  of  Indolence.      With   Intro- 

duction  by  ALLAN  CUNNINGHAM,  and  48  Illustrations.    Post  Svo,  half-bound,  zs. 

Thornbury  (Waiter),  Books  by. 

The  Life  and  Correspondence  of  J.  M.  W.  Turner.    With  Eight  Illustrations  in  Colours  and 

Two  Woodcuts.    New  and  Revised  Edition.    Crown  Svo,  cloth,  jr.  6d. 
Tales  for  the  Marines.     Post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  vs. 


Timbs  (John),  Works  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d.  each. 

Clubs  and   Club  Life  in   London:   Anecdotes  of  its  Famous  Coffee-houses,   Hostelries,  and 

Taverns.     With  41  Illustrations. 
English  Eccentrics  and  Eccentricities:  Stories  of  Delusions,  Impostures,  Sporting  Scenes, 

Eccentric  Artists,  Theatrical  Folk,  &c.    With  48  Illustrations. 


Trollope  (Anthony),  Novels  by, 

Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  y.  6d.  each ; 


:tra,  y.  6d.  each ;  post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  2j.  each. 

The   Way  We  Live  Now.  I     Mr.  Scarborough's  Family. 

Frau   Frohmann.     |       Marion  Fay.        |     The  Land-Leaguers. 

Post  Svo,  illustrated  boards,  2J.  each. 

Kept  in  the  Dark.  I     The  American  Senator, 

The  Golden  Lion  of  Granpere. 
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Trollope  (Frances  E.)»  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6d.  each  :  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 
Like  Ships  upon  the  Sea.    I      Mabel's  Progress. I     Anne  Furness. 

Trollope  (T.  A.).— Diamond  Cut  Diamond.    Post  8vo,  illust.  bds.,  25. 
Twain's  (Mark)  Books. 

The  Author's  Edition  de  Luxe  of  the  Works  of  Mark  Twain,  in  22  Volumes  (limited 
to  600  Numbered  Copies  for  sale  in  Great  Britain  and  its  Dependencies),  price  iss.  6,i.  net  per 
Volume,  is  now  complete,  and  a  detailed  Prospectus  may  be  had.  The  First  Volume  of  the 

Set  is  SIGNED  BY  THE  AUTHOR. 

UNIFORM  LIBRARY  EDITION  OF  MARK  TWAIN'S  WORKS. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  $s.  6rf.  each. 

Mark  Twain's  Library  of  Humour,    with  197  Illustrations  by  E.  W.  KEMBLE. 

Roughing  It ;  and  The  Innocents  at  Home.    With  200  Illustrations  by  F.  A.  FRASER. 

The  American  Claimant.    With  81  Illustrations  by  HAL  HURST  and  others. 

*The  Adventures  of   Tom  Sawyer.    With  m  Illustrations. 

Tom  Sawyer  Abroad.    With  26  Illustrations  by  DAN  BEARD. 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective,  &c.     With  Photogravure  Portrait  of  the  Author. 

Pudd'nhead  Wilson.        With  Portrait  and  Six  Illlustrations  by  LOUIS  LOEB. 

*A  Tramp  Abroad.    With  314  Illustrations. 

*The  Innocents  Abroad  ;  or,  The  New  Pilgrim's  Progress.  With  234  Illustrations.  (The  Two  Shil- 
ling Edition  is  entitled  Mark  Twain's  Pleasure  Trip.) 

*The  Gilded  Age.    By  MARK  TWAIN  and  C.  D.  WARNER     With  212  Illustrations. 

*The  Prince  and  the  Pauper.    With  190  Illustrations. 

*Life  on  the  Mississippi.    With  300  Illustrations. 

*The  Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn.    With  174  Illustrations  by  E.  W.  KEMBLE. 

*A  Yankee  at  the  Court  of  King  Arthur.    With  220  Illustrations  by  DAN  BKARD 

*The  Stolen  White  Elephant.  |        "The  £1,OOO,OOO  Bank-Note. 

The  Choice  Works  of  Mark  Twain.  Revisedand  Corrected  throughout l>y  the  Author.  With 
Life,  Portrait,  and  numerous  Illustrations. 

***  The  books  marked  *  may  be  had  also  in  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  at  ss.  each. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6s.  each, 

Personal  Recollections  of  Joan  of  Arc.    With  Twelve  Illustrations  by  F.  V.  Du  MOND. 

More  Tramps  Abroad. 

The  Man  that  Corrupted  Hadleyburg.  and  other  Stories  and  Sketches.    With  a  Frontispiece. 
Mark  Twain's  Sketches.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s. 

Tytler  (C.  C.  Fraser-). — Mistress  Judith:    A  Novel.     Crown  8vo, 

cloth  extra,  y.  (xi. ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs. 

Tytler  (Sarah),  Novels  by. 

Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  y.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  zs.  each. 
Lady  Bell.  I  Buried  Diamonds.  I  The  Blackhali  Ghosts.  |  What  She  Came  Through. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2S.  each. 

Citoyenne  Jacqueline.  I     The   Huguenot  Family. 

The  Bride's  Pass.  Noblesse  Oblige.     I     Disappeared. 

Saint  Mungo's  City.  I     Beauty  and  the  Beast. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6rf.  each. 

The  Macdonald  Lass.    With  Frontispiece.  I     Mrs.  Carmichael's  Goddesses. 
The  Witch-Wife.      |  Rachel  Langton.  |     Sapphira.     I     A  Honeymoon's  Eclipse. 
A  Young  Dragon. 

Upward  (Allen),  Novels  by. 

A  Crown  of  Straw.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6j. 


Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.?.  6d.  each  ;  post  8vo,  picture  boards,  2J.  each. 

The  Queen  Against  Owen. |        The  Prince  of  Balkistan. 

•God  Save  the  Queen ! '  a  Tale  of  '37.    Crown  8vo.  cloth,  zs. 

Vandam  (Albert  D.).— A  Court  Tragedy.     With  6  Illustrations  by 

_J.  BARNARD  DAVIS.    Crown  8vo.  cloth,  y.6d. 

Vashti  and  Esther.     By  •  Belle '  of  The  World.     Cr.  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6cT 
Vizetelly  (Ernest  A.),  Books  by.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  each. 

The  Scorpion:   A  Romance  of  Spain.    With  a  Frontispiece. 
With  Zola  in  England :  A  Story  of  Exile.    With  4  Portraits. 

A  Path  of  Thorns.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  top,  6j. [Shorll<; 

Wagner  (Leopold).— How  to  Get  on  the  Stage,   and    how  to 

Succeed  there.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  2j.  6rf. 

Waiford's  County^Families    of    the   United"  Kingdom™(  1900). 

Containing  Notices  of  the  Descent,  Birth,  Marriage,  Education,  etc.,  of  more  than  12,000  Distinguished 
Heads  of  Families,  their  Heirs  Apparent  or  Presumptive,  the  Offices  they  hold  or  have  held,  their  Town 
and  Country  Addresses,  Clubs,  &c.  Royal  8vo,  clotn  gilt,  SQJ. 


Waller  (5.  E.).—  Sebastiani's  Secret.  With  9  Illusts.  Cr.  8vo,  cl.,6s. 
Walton  and  Cotton's  Complete  Angler.     With  Memoirs  and  Notes 

by  Sir  HARRIS  NICOLAS,  and  61  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  antique,  7^.  6./.     f> __ 

Walt  Whitman,  Poems  by.     Edited,  with  Introduction,  by  WILLIAM 

M.  ROSSETTI.    With  Portrait.     Crown  8vo,  hand-made  paper  and  buckram.  6s. 

Warden    (Florence).— Joan,  the  Curate.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  35.  6d. 
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Warman  (Cy).—  The  Express   Messenger,  and  other  Tales  of  the 

^  _  Rail.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3s.  6d.      _  _________  _ 

Warner  (Charles  Dudley).—  A  Roundabout  Journey.     Crown  8vo, 

cloth  extra,  6s.  _  ______  _ 

Wassermann  (Lillias).—  The  Daffodils.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is.  6d. 


Warrant  to  Execute  Charles  I.     A.  Facsimile,  with  the  59  Signatures 

and  Seals.     Printed  on  paper  22  in.  by  14  in.    at. 
Warrant  to  Execute  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.    A  Facsimile,  including  Queen  Elizabeth's  Signa 


ture  and  the  Great  Seal. 


Weather,  How  to  Foretell  the,  with  the  Pocket  Spectroscope. 

_  By^F.  \V.  CORY.    With  Ten  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  is. ;  cloth,  is.  (>d. 

WestaiM William),  Novels  by. 

Trust  Money.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6d.  ;  post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2J. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s.  each. 
As  a  Man  Sows.  I        A  Red  Bridal.  |        As  Luck  would  have  It. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth   $s.  6ii.  each. 


A  Woman  Tempt 
For  Honour  and  1 
Her  Two  Millions. 
Two  Pinches  of  Snuff. 


]ed  Him. 
Life. 


Nigel  Fortescue. 

Ben  Clough.  |  Birch  Dene. 

The  Old  Factory. 

Sons  of  Belial. 


The  Phantom  City. 
Ralph  Norbreck's  Trust. 
A  Queer  Race. 


I  Queer 
led  Ry\ 


Ryvington. 


With  the  Red  Eagle. 
Roy  of  Roy's  Court.    With  6  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.?.  6d. 
Strange  Crimes.    (True  Stories. )    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  js.  6d. 
The  Old  Factory.    POPULAR  EDITION.    Medium  8vo,  6d. 

Westbury  (Atha).— The  Shadow  of  Hilton  Fernbrook:   A  Ro- 

mance  of  Maoriland.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  $s.  6d. 

White  (Gilbert).— The  Natural  History  of  Selborne.      Post  8vo, 

printed  on  laid  paper  and  half-bound,  zs. 

Wilde   (Lady).— The  Ancient   Legends,    Mystic  Charms,  and 

Superstitions  of  Ireland  ;  with  Sketches  of  the  Irish  Past.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y.  6rf. 

Williams  (W.  Mattieu,  F.R.A.S.),  Works  by. 

Science  in  Short  Chapters.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  ^s.  6d. 

A  Simple  Treatise  on  Heat.    With  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  zj.  6d. 

The  Chemistry  of  Cookery.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

A  Vindication  of  Phrenology.    With  Portrait  and  43  lllusts.     DemySvo,  cloth  extra,  izs.  6d. 

Williamson  (Mrs.  F.  H.).— A  ChlhT  Widow~Post r8vo,  bds.,  25. 
Wills  (C.  J.),  Novels  by. 

An  Easy-going  Fellow.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.?.  6rf.  |  His  Dead  Past.    Crown  8vo,  cloth.  6s. 

Wilson  (Dr.  Andrew,  F.R.S.E.),  Works  by. 

Chapters  on  Evolution.    With  259  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  ;j.  6d 

Leaves  from  a  Naturalist's  Note- Book.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  2s.  6d. 

Leisure-Time  Studies.    With  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Studies  in  Life  and  Sense.    With  36  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth.  3J.  6d. 

Common  Accidents:  How  to  Treat  Them.    With  Illustrations.    Crown 8vo, is. ;  cloth,  is.6.t 

Glimpses  of  Nature.    With  35  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3.5-.  6d. 

Winter  (John  Strange),  Stories  by.     Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards. 

2s.  each :  cloth  limp,  as.  6d.  each. 

Cavalry  Life.  I     Regimental  Legends. 

Cavalry  Life  and  Regimental  Legends.    LIBRARY  EDITION,  set  in  new  type  and  hand 

somely  bound.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3.5-.  6d. 
A  Soldier's  Children.    With  34  Illustrations  by  E.  G.  THOMSON  and  E.  STUART  HARDY.    Crown 

8vo,  cloth  extra,  jr.  6d. 

Wissmann     (Hermann    von).  —  My    Second" Journey    through 

Equatorial  Africa.    With  92  Illustrations.    Demy  8vo,  cloth.  i6s. 

Wood  (H.  F.),  Detective  Stories  by.     Post  8vo,  boards,  is.  each. 

The  Passenger  from  Scotland  Yard.     |        The  Englishman  of  the  Rue  Cain. 

Woolley  (Celia  Parker).— Rachel  Armstrong;  or,  Love  and  The-" 

ology.     Post  8vo,  cloth.  2J.  6d. 

Wright  (Thomas,  F.S.A.),  Works  by. 

Caricature  History  of  the  Georges  ;  or,  Annals  of  the  House  of  Hanover.  Compiled  from 
Squibs,  Broadsides,  Window  Pictures.  Lampoons,  and  Pictorial  Caricatures  of  the  Time.  With 
over  300  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6d. 

History  of  Caricature  and  of  the  Grotesque  in  Art,  Literature,  Sculpture,  and 
Painting.  Illustrated  by  F.  W.  FAIR  HOLT.  F.S.A.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  -js.  6d. 

vVynman  (Margaret) .  — MyHFlirtations.      With  13  Illustrations  by 

J.  BERNARD  PARTRIDGE.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  ?s. 

* Z Z'  (L,  Zangwill).— A  Nineteenth  Century  Miracle.  Cr.  8vo,y.6d. 
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Zola  (Emile),  Novels  by.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  35.  6d.  each. 

The  Fortune  of  the  Rougons.    Edited  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY. 

Abbe  Mouret's  Transgression.    Edited  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY. 

The  Conquest  of  Plassans.     Edited  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY. 

Germinal ;  or,  Master  and  Man.    Edited  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY.  {Jan. 

His  Excellency  (Eugene  Rougon).    With  an  Introduction  by  ERNEST  A.  VlZETELLY. 

The  Dram-Shop  L' Assommoir  .    With  Introduction  by  E.  A.  VlZETELLY. 

The  Pat  and  the  Thin.    Translated  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY. 

Money.    Translated  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY. 

The  Downfall.    Translated  by  E.  A.  VIZETELLY. 

The  Dream.    Translated  by  ELIZA  CHASE.    With  Eight  Illustrations  by  JEANNIOT. 

Doctor  Pascal.    Translated  by  E.  A.  VIZETELLY.    With  Portrait  of  the  Author. 

Lourdes.    Translated  by  ERNEST  A.  VlZETELLY. 

Rome.    Translated  by  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY. 

Paris.    Translated  by  ERNEST  A.  VlZETELLY. 

Fruitfulness  (F6condite).    Translated  and  Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by  E.  A.  VlZETELLY. 

With  Zola  in  England.    By  ERNEST  A.  VIZETELLY.  With  Four  Portraits.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  3*.  6rf. 


SOME    BOOKS   CLASSIFIED   IN   SERIES. 

*«*  For  fuller  cataloguing,  see  alphabetical  arrangement,  pp.  1-26. 

The  Mayfair  Library.     Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  zs.  6d.  per  Volume. 

Theatrical  Anecdotes.    By  JACOB  LARWOOD. 
Ourselves.    By  E.  LYNN  LiNTON. 
Witch  Stories.    By  E.  LYNN  LINTON. 
Pastimes  and  Players.    By  R.  MACGREGOR. 
New  Paul  and  Virginia.    By  W.  H.  MALLOCK. 
Moses  of  Mayfair.    Edited  by  H.  C.  PENNELL 
Thoreau  :  His  Life  and  Aims.    By  H.  A.  PAGH. 
Puck  on  Pegasus.    By  H.  C.  PENNELL. 
Pegasus  Re-saddled.    By  H.  C.  PENNELL. 
Puniana.    By  Hon.  HUGH  ROWLEY. 
More  Puniana.    By  Hon.  HUGH  ROWLEY. 
By  Stream  and  Sea.    By  WILLIAM  SENIOR. 
Leaves  from  a  Naturalist's  Note-Book.    By  Dr. 
ANDREW  WILSON. 


Quips  and  Quiddities.*  By  W.  D.  ADAMS7 

The  Agony  Column  of  •  The  Times.' 

A  Journey  Round  My  Room.  By  X.  DE  MAISTRE. 

Translated  by  HENRY  ATTWELL 
Poetical  Ingenuities.    By  W.  T.  DOBSON. 
The  Cupboard  Papers.    By  FIN-BEC. 
W.  8.  Gilbert's  Plays.    Three  Series 
Songs  of  Irish  Wit  and  Humour. 
Animals  and  their  Masters.    By  Sir  A  HELPS. 
Social  Pressure.    By  Sir  A.  HELPS. 
Autocrat  of  Breakfast-Table.  ByO.  W.  HOLMES. 
Curiosities  of  Criticism.    By  H.  J.  JENNINGS. 
Pencil  and  Palette.    By  R.  KEMPT. 
Little  Essays:  from  LAMB'S  LETTERS. 
Forensic  Anecdotes.    By  JACOB  LARWOOD. 


The  Golden  Library.    Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  w.  per  Volume. 


Songs  for  Sailors.    By  W.  C.  BENNETT. 
Lives  of  the  Necromancers.    By  W.  GODWIN. 
The    Autocrat    of   the   Breakfast    Table.      By 

OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES. 
Tale  for  a  Chimney  Corner.    By  LEIGH  HUNT. 


Scenes  of  Country  Life.    By  EDWARD  JESSE. 
La  Mort  d' Arthur :   Selections  from  MALLORY. 
The  Poetical  Works  of  Alexander  Pope. 
Diversions  of  the  Echo  Club.  BAYARD  TAYLOR. 


Handy    Novels.      Fcap.  8vo,  cloth  boards,  is.  6d.  each. 

Dr.  Palliser's  Patient.    By  GRANT  ALLEN  i    Seven  Sleepers  of  Ephesus.    M.  E.  COLERIDGE. 

Monte  Carlo  Stories.    By  JOAN  BARRETT.  The  Old  Maid's  Sweetheart.    By  A.  ST.  AUBY.M. 

By 


Black  Spirits  and  White.    By  R.  A.  CRAM. 


The  Old  Maid  s  Sweetheart. 

Modest  Little  Sara.    By  ALAN  ST.  AUBVN. 


My     Library.      Printed  on  laid  paper,  post  8vo,  half-Roxburghe,  2$.  6d.  each. 


The  Journal  of  Maurice  de  Gfuerin. 
The  Dramatic  Essays  of  Charles  Lamb. 
Citation  and  Examination  of  William  Shakspeare. 
By  W.  S.  LANDOR.    ' 


Christie  Johnstone.    By  CHARLES  READE. 
Peg  Woffington.    By  CHARLES  READE. 


i    Th  i  Essays ~ ,  ^ 

'    Anecdotes  of  the  Clergy. 


The  Pocket  Library.    Post  8vo,  printed  on  laid  paper  and  hf.-bd.,  zs. 
Gastronomy.    By  BRILLAT-SAVARIN.  i    Th  i  Essays  of  Elia.    By  CHARLES  LAJ 

Robinson  Crusoe.  Illustrated  by  G.  CRUIKSHANK 
Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table  and  The  Profes.  or 

at  the  Breakfast-Table.    By  O.  W.  HOLMES. 
Provincial  Letters  of  Blaise  Pascal. 
Whims  and  Oddities.    By  THOMAS  HOOD. 
Leigh  Hunt's  Essays.    Edited  by  E.  OLLIER. 
The  Barber's  Chair,    By  DOUGLAS  JERROI.D. 


each. 
.MB. 

**^^~w,  „.  m*.  >,.^BJ.    By  JACOB  LARWOOD. 
The  Epicurean,  &c.    By  THOMAS  MOORE. 
Plays  by  RICHARD  BRINSLEY  SHERIDAN. 
Gulliver's  Travels,  &c.    By  Dean  SWIFT. 
Thomson's  Seasons.    Illustrated. 
White's  Natural  History  of  Selbome. 


POPULAR  SIXPENNY  NOVELS. 

The  Dead  Secret.       By  WILKIE  COLLINS. 


I  Jan. 
[Feb. 
[Mar. 


New  Arabian  Nights.   R.  L.  STEVENSON. 

Puck.    By  OUIDA. 

A  Son  of  Hagar.    By  HALL  CAINE. 

All  Sorts  and  Conditions  of  Men.     By  WALTER 

BESANT 
The  Golden  Butterfly.      By  WALTER  BESANT 

and  JAMES  RICE. 
The  Deemster.    Ev  HALL  CAINE. 
The  Shadow  of  a  Crime.    By  HALL  CAINE. 
Antonina.    By  WILKIE  COLLINS. 
The  Moonstone.       By  WILKIE  COLLINS 
Th*  Woman  in  White.    By  WILKIE  COLLINS. 


The  New  Magdalen.    By  WILKIE  COLLINS. 
Held  in  Bondage.    By  OUIDA. 

Moths.     By  GUI  DA. 

Under  Two  Flags.    By  OUIDA. 
By  Proxy.*    By  JAMES  PA  YN. 

Peg  Woffington :  and  Christie  Johnstone.       By 
CHARLES  RHADE.  IREADE. 

The    Cloister   and    the    Hearth     By  CHARLKS 
Never  Too  Late  to  M-=nd     By  CHARLES  RHADR. 
Hard  Cash.    By  CHARI  HS  RKAMF. 
The  Old  Factory     Uv  WILLIAM  WKSTAI.L. 


ChATTO  A  WINDUS.  Publishers,  in  St.  Martin's  Lane.  London,  W.C.    37 

THE   PICCADILLY   NOVELS. 

LIBRARY  EDITIONS  OF  NovELS.many  Illustrated,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  35.  6d.  each. 
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Miss 


By  Mrs.  ALEXANDER. 

Valerie  a  Fate.  i    Barbara. 

A  Life  Interest.  A  Fight  with  Fate. 

Mona  s  Choice.  |    A  Golden  Autumn. 

By  Woman's  Wit.  j    Mrs.Crichton'sCreditor. 

The  Cost  of  Her  Pride.  1   The  Step-mother. 

By  F.   M.  ALLEN.  -Green  as  Gran. 

By  GRANT  ALLEN. 
Philistia.     |    Babylon.      The  Great  Taboo. 

Dumaresq's  Daughter. 
Duchess  of  Powysland. 
Blood  Royal. 
I.  Greet's  Masterpiece. 
The  Scallywag. 
At  Market  Value. 
Under  Sealed  Orders. 
By  M.  ANDERSON.—  Othello  a  Occupation. 

By  EDWIN   L.  ARNOLD. 
Phra  the  Phoenician.    |  Constable  of  St.  Nicholas. 

By  ROBERT  BARR. 
In  a  Steamer  Chair.         i  A  Woman  Intervenes. 
From  Whose  Bourne.      |  Revenge  ! 

By  FRANK  BARRETT. 
Woman  of  IronBracelets.  I  Under  a  Strange  Mask. 
Fettered  for  Life.  A  Missing  Witness. 

The  Harding  Scandal.       |  Was  She  Justified  ? 
By    '  BELLE.'  —  Vashti  and  Esther. 
By  Sir  W.  BESANT  and  J.  RICE. 


Strange  Stories. 
For  Maimie's  Sake, 
In  all  Shades. 
The  Beckoning  Hand. 
The  Devil's  Die. 
This  Mortal  Coil. 
The  Tents  of  Shem. 


Ready-MoneyMortiboy. 
My  Little  Girl. 
With  Harp  and  Crown. 
This  Son  of  Vulcan. 


By  Celia'g  Arbour. 
Chaplain  of  the  Fleet. 
The  Seamy  Side. 
The  Case  of  Mr.  Lucraft. 


The  Golden  Butterfly.       In  Trafalgar  s  Bay. 
The  Monks  of  Thelema.  I  The  Ten  Years'  Tenant. 
By  Sir  WALTER  BESANT. 


All  Sorts  &  Conditions. 
The  Captains'  Room. 
All  in  a  Garden  Fair. 
Dorothy  Forster. 
Uncle  Jack.  1  Holy  Rose 
World  Went  Well  Then. 
Children  of  Gibeon. 
Heir  Paulus. 
For  Faith  and  Freedom. 
To  Call  Her  Mine. 
The  Revolt  of  Man. 
The  Bell  of  St.  Paul's. 


Armorel  of  Lyonesae. 
S.Katherine's  by  Tower 
Verbena  Camellia,  <fce. 
The  Ivory  Gate. 
The  Rebel  Queen. 
Dreams  of  Avarice. 
In  Deacon's  Orders. 
The  Master  Craftsman. 
The  City  of  Refuge. 
A  Fountain  Sealed. 
The  Changeling. 
The  Charm. 


By  AMBROSE  BIERCE-In Midst  of  Life. 
By  HAROLD  BINDLOSS.Ainslies  Ju  -Ju. 

ByM.  McD.  BODKIN DoraMyrl 

By  PAUL   BOURQET.-A  Living  Lie. 
By  J.  D.  BRA YSHAW.— Slum  Silhouettes. 

By  ROBERT  BUCHANAN. 
Shadow  of  the  Sword.        The  New  Abelard. 
A  Child  of  Nature. 
God  and  the  Man. 
Martyrdom  of  Madeline 
Love  Me  for  Ever. 
Annan  Water. 
Foxglove  Manor. 
The  Charlatan. 

R.  W.  CHAMBERS.-The  King  in  Yellow. 

By  J.  M.  CH APPLE.— The  Minor  Chord. 

By  HALL  CAINE. 

Shadow  of  a  Crime.   |    Deemster.  |  Son  of  Hagar. 

By  AUSTIN  CLARE.-By  Rise  of  River. 

By  ANNE   COATES.— Ries  Diary. 

By  MACLAREN  COBBAN. 
The  Red  Sultan.  |  The  Burden  of  Isabel 

By  MORT.  &  FRANCES  COLLINS. 
Blacksmith  &  Scholar.    I  You  Play  me  False. 
The  Village  Comedy.        |  Midnight  to  Midnight. 
By  WILKIE  COLLINS. 


Matt.  !   Rachel  Dene 
Master  of  the  Mine. 
The  Heir  of  Linne. 
Woman  and  the  Man. 
Red  and  White  Heather. 
Lady  Kilpatrick. 


Armadale.  I  AfterDark. 
No  Name.    I  Antonina 
Basil.    |  Hide  and  Seek. 
The  Dead  Secret. 
Queen  of  Hearts. 
My  Miscellanies. 


The  Woman  in  White. 
The  Law  and  the  Lady. 
The  Haunted  Hotel. 
The  Moonstone. 
Man  and  Wife. 
Poor  Miss  Finch. 


iss  or  Mrs. 
The  New  Magdalen. 
The  Frozen  Deep. 
tades. 


Jezebel's  Daughter. 
The  Black  Robe. 
Heart  and  Science. 
The  Evil  Genius. 
The  Legacy  of  Cain. 
A  Rogue's  Life. 
Blind  Love. 


The  Two  Destir 

'  I  Say  No.1 

Little  Novels. 

The  Fallen  Leaves. 

M.  J.  COLQUHOUN.-Everylnch  Soldier. 

By  E.  H. COOPER.— Geoffory  Hamilton. 
By  V.  C.  COTES.— Two  Girls  on  a  Barge. 
C.  E.  CRADDOCK.—  His  Vanished  Star. 

By  H.  N.  CRELLIN. 
Romances  of  the  Old  Seraglio. 

By  MATT  CRIM. 
The  Adventures  of  a  Fair  Rebel. 

By  S.  R.  CROCKETT  and  others. 
Tales  of  Our  Coast. 

By  B.  M.  CROKER. 


The  Real  Lady  Hilda. 
Married  or  Single  ? 
Two  Masters. 
In  theKingdom  of  Kerry 
Interference. 
A  Third  Person, 
Beyond  the  Pale. 
Miss  Balmaine's  Past. 


Diana  Barrington. 

Proper  Pride. 

A  Family  Likeness. 

Pretty  Miss  Neville. 

A  Bird  of  Passage. 

'To  Let.'  |  Mr.  Jervis. 

Village  Tales. 

Some  One  Else.  |  Jason 

Infatuation. 
By  W.  CYPLES. -Hearts  of  Gold. 

By  ALPHONSE  DAUDET. 

The  Evangelist ;  or,  Port  Salvation. 

H.  C.  DAVIDSON. -Mr.  Sadler's  Daughters. 

By  E.  DAWSON.— The  Fountain  of  Youth. 

By  J.    DE   MILLE.— A  Castle  in  Spain. 

By  J.  LEITH   DERWENT. 
Our  Lady  of  Tears.          |  Circe's  Lovers. 
By  HARRY  DE  WINDT. 
True  Tales  of  Travel  and  Adventure. 
By  DICK  DONOVAN. 


Tales  of  Terror. 
Chronicles  off  Michael 
Danevitch.  [Detective. 
Tyler  Tatlock,  Private 


Man  from  Manchester. 
Records  of  Vincent  Trill 
The    Mystery   of 
Jamaica  Terrace. 

By  RICHARD  DOWLING. 
Old  Corcoran's  Money. 

By  A.  CONAN  DOYLE. 
The  Firm  of  Girdlestone. 

By  S.  JEANNETTE  DUNCAN. 
A  Daughter  of  To-day.  I  Vernon's  Aunt. 
By  A.    EDWARDES.— A  Plaster  Saint. 
By  G.  S.   EDWARDS.— Snazelleparill*, 
-    MANVILLE   FENN 

A  Fluttered  Dovecote. 
King  of  the  Castle 
Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Eve  at  the  Wheel.  Ac. 
The  Man  with  a  Shadow 

.  „  One  Maid's  Mischief. 

The 

Black  Blood. 

Double  Cunning. 

Bag  Of  Diamonds,  &C.  A    wuiua,u    worm  win- 

By  PERCY  FITZGERALD.-FatalZerof 
By  R.  E.  FRANCILLON. 

One  by  One.  I  Ropes  of  Sand. 

A  Dog  and  his  Shadow.     Jack  Doyle's  Daughter. 

A  Real  Queen. 

By  HAROLD  FREDERIC. 
Seth's  Brother's  Wife.     |  The  Lawton  Girl. 

By  GILBERT  GAUL. 

AStrange  Manuscript  Found  in  a  Copper  Cylinder 

By  PAUL  GAULOT.— The  Red  Shirts 

By  CHARLES  GIBBON. 
Robin  Gray.  I  The  Golden  Shaft. 

Loving  a  Dream.  I  The  Braes  of  Yarrow 

Of  High  Degree 

By  E.   GLANVILLE. 
The  Lost  Heiress.  The  Golden  Rock. 

Fair  Colonist  |  Fossicker  |  Tales  frop>  the  Vgld. 


By  G 

Cursed  by  a  Fortune. 
The  Case  of  Ailsa  Gray 
Commodore  Junk. 
The  New  Mistress. 
Witness  to  the  Deed. 
The  Tiger  Lily. 
!  White  Virgin. 


Story  of  Antony  Grace. 
This  Man's  Wife. 
In  Jeopardy.         fn»ng. 
A  Woman  Worth  Win- 
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By  E.   J.   GOODMAN. 
The  Fate  of  Herbert  Wayne. 

By  Rev.  S.  BARING  GOULD. 
Red  Spider.  |  Eve. 

CECIL  GRIFFITH.-Corinthia  Marazion. 

By  A.  CLAVERING  GUNTER. 
A  Florida  Enchantment. 

By  OWEN   HALL. 
The  Track  of  a  Storm,    i  Jetsam. 

By  COSMO  HAMILTON 
Glamour  of  Impossible.    |    Through  a  Keyhole. 

By  THOMAS   HARDY. 
Under  the  Greenwood  Tree. 

By   BRET  HARTE. 


A  Waif  of  the  Plains. 
A  Ward  of  the  Golden 
Gate.  [Springs. 

A  Sappho  of  Green 
Col.  Starbottle  a  Client. 
Susy.  |  Sally  Dows. 
Bell-Ringer  of  Angel's. 
Tr 


A    Protegee    of    Jack 

Hamlin's. 
Clarence. 
Barker's  Luck. 
Devil's  Ford,     [celsior.' 
The  Crusade  of  the  '  Ex- 
Three  Partners. 
Gabriel  Conroy. 


Tales  of  Trail  and  Town 

By  JULIAN   HAWTHORNE. 
Garth.        I  Dust.  i  Beatrix  Randolph. 

Ellice  Quentin.  I  David  Pomdexter  s  Dis- 

Sebastian  Strome.  appearance. 

Fortune  s  Fool.  Spectre  of  Camera. 

By  Sir  A.   HELPS.—  Ivan  de  Biron. 
By  I.   HENDERSON.— Agatha  Page. 

By  G.  A.  HENTY. 
Dorothy's  Double.  I  The  Queen's  Cup. 

By  HEADON  HILL. 
Zambra  the  Detective. 
By  JOHN    HILL.    The  Common  Ancestor. 

By  TIGHE   HOPKINS. 
'Twixt  Love  and  Duty.  |  Nugents  of  Carriconna. 

The  Incomplete  Adventurer. 
VICTOR  HUGO. -The  Outlaw  of  Iceland. 
FERGUS  HUME.-Lady  from  Nowhere. 

By  Mrs.  HUNGERFORD. 
A  Mental  Struggle.  A  Maiden  all  Forlorn. 

The  Coming  of  Chloe. 
"  ra  Creina. 


Lady  Verner's  Flight. 
The  Red-House  Mystery 


The  Three  Graces. 
Professor's  Experiment. 


An  Anxious  Moment. 
Aprils  Lady. 
Peter's  Wife.  I  Lovice. 


A  Point  of  Conscience. 

By  Mrs.  ALFRED  HUNT. 
The  Leaden  Casket.  I  Self- Condemned. 
That  Other  Person.  Mrs.  Juliet. 

By  C.  J.  CUTCLIFFE  HYNE. 
Honour  of  Thieves. 
By  R.  ASHE  KING. -A  Drawn  Game. 

By  GEORGE  LAMBERT. 
The  President  of  Boravia. 

By  EDMOND  LEPELLETIER. 
Madame  Sans-Gene. 
By  ADAM  LILBURN.IA  Tragedy  in  Marble 

By  HARRY   LINDSAY. 
Rhoda  Roberts.  |  The  Jacobite. 

By  HENRY  W.   LUC Y. -Gideon  Fleyce. 
By  E.  LYNN  LINTON. 


Patricia  Kemball. 
Under  which  Lord? 
•My  Love!'     |    lone. 
Paston  Carew. 
Sowing  the  Wind. 
With  a  Silken  Thread. 
The  World  Well  Lost. 

By  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY. 


The  Atonement  of  Learn 

Dundas. 

The  One  Too  Many. 
Dulcie  Everton. 
Rebel  of  the  Family. 
An  Octave  of  Friends. 


A  Fair  Saxon 
Linley  Rochford. 
Dear  Lady  Disdain. 
Camiola. 

Waterdale  Neighbours 
My  Enemy's  Daughter. 
Miss  Misanthrope. 


Donna  Quixote. 

Maid  of  Athens. 

The  Comet  of  a  Season. 

The  Dictator. 

Red  Diamonds. 

The  Riddle  Ring. 

The  Three  Disgraces. 


nisantnrope.  me  xnree  uisgrac 

By  JUSTIN  H.  MCCARTHY. 

A  London  Legend.          |  The  Royal  Christopher 


By  GEORGE  MACDONALD. 

Heather  and  Snow.         |  Phantastes. 
W.   H.   MALLOCK.-The  New  Republic. 
P.&V.  MARGUERITTE.-The  Disaster. 
By   L.  T.  MEADE. 


A  Soldier  of  Fortune. 
In  an  Iron  Grip. 
Dr.  Rumsey's  Patient. 
The  Voice  of  the  Charmer 
An  Adven 


On  Brink  of  a  Chasm. 
The  Siren. 

The  Way  of  a  Woman. 
A  Son  of  Ishmael. 


By  LEONARD  MERRICK. 

This  Stage  of  Fools.       |  Cynthia. 

By  BERTRAM  MITFORD. 
The  Gun  Runner.  I  The  King's  Assegai. 

LuckofGerardRidgeley.  |  Rensh.  Fanning'sQuest. 

By  J.  E.  MUDDOCK. 
Maid  Marian  and  Robin  Hood.    |    Golden  Idol. 
Basile  the  Jester.  |  Young  Lochlnvar. 

By  D.  CHRISTIE  MURRAY. 


The  Way  of  the  World. 
BpbMartin's  Little  Girl 
Time's  Revenges. 
A  Wasted  Crime. 
In  Direst  Peril. 
Mount  Despair. 
A  Capful  o  Nails. 
Tales  in  Prose  &  Verse. 
A  Race  for  Millions. 
This  Little  World. 


A  Life's  Atonement. 

Joseph's  Coat. 

Coals  of  Fire. 

Old  Blazer's  Hero. 

Val  Strange.  |  Hearts. 

A  Model  Father. 

By  the  Gate  of  the  Sea. 

A  Bit  of  Human  Nature. 

First  Person  Singular. 

Cynic  Fortune. 

By  MURRAY  and  HERMAN. 
The  Bishops'  Bible.  I  Paul  Jones's  Alias. 
One  Traveller  Returns.  | 

By  HUME  NISBET.--  Bail  Up  r 

By  W.  E.  NORRIS. 
Saint  Ann's.  I  Billy  Bellew. 

Miss  Wentworth  s  Idea. 

By  G.  OHNET. 
A  Weird  Gift.      '  |  Love's  Depths, 

By  Mrs.  OLIPH  A  NT—The  Sorcerew. 

By  OUIDA. 

Held  in  Bondage.  In  a  Winter  City. 

Strathmore.  |  Chandos.     Friendship. 


Moths.     "|    Rnffino. 
Pipistrello.  |  Ariadne. 
A  Village  Commune. 
Bimbi.       |   Wanda. 
Frescoes.   |    Othmar. 
In  Maremma. 
Syrlin.        |  Guilderoy. 
Santa  Barbara. 
Two  Offenders. 
The  Waters  of  Edera. 
By  MARGARET  A.  PAUL. 
Gentle  and  Simple. 

By  JAMES  PAYN. 

Lost  Sir  Massingberd.       The  Talk  of  the  Town. 
'amily. 


Under  Two  Flags. 
Idalia.  [Gage. 

Cecil      Castlemaines 
Tricotrin.      |    Puck. 
Folle  Farine. 
A  Dog  of  Flanders. 
Pascarel.      |    Signa. 
Princess  Napraxine. 
Two  Wooden  Shoes. 


Holiday  Tasks. 
For  Cash  Only. 
The  Burnt  Million. 
The  Word  and  the  Will. 
Sunny  Stories. 


A  Trying  Patient. 
A  Modern  Dick  Whit- 
tington. 


A  County  F 

Less  Black  than  We're 

Painted. 

A  Confidential  Agent. 
A  Grape  from  a  Thorn. 
In  Peril  and  Privation. 
Mystery  of  Mirbridge. 
Walter's  Word. 
High  Spirits.  |By  Proxy. 
By  WILL  PAYNE. -Jerry  the  Dreamer. 

By  Mrs.  CAMPBELL  PRAED. 
Outlaw  and  Lawmaker.  I  Mrs.  Tregaskiss. 
Christina  Chard.  |  Nulma.  |  Madame  Izan. 

By  E.  C.  PRICE. 
Valentina.  |  Foreigners.  |  Mrs.  Lancaster's  Rival. 

By  RICHARD  PRYCE. 
Miss  Maxwell's  Affections. 

By  Mrs.  J.  H.  RIDDELL. 
Weird  Stories.  |  A  Rich  Man's  Daughter. 

By  AMELIE   RIVES.   , 
Barbara  Dering.  |  Meriel. 

By   F.  W.  ROBINSON. 
The  Hands  of  Justice.    I  Woman  in  the  Dark. 
By  ALBERT  ROSS. -A  Sugar  Princess. 
By  HERBERT   RUSSELL.    True  Blue 
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By  CHARLES   READE. 

Peg    Wofflngton ;     and     Griffith  Gaunt. 
Christie  Johnstone.        Love  Little.  Love  Long. 

Hard  Cash.  ®»    The  Double  Marriage. 

Cloister  dt  the  Hearth.      Foul  Play. 

Never  Too  Late  to  Mend  S  Put  Y'rself  in  His  Place 

The    Course    of    True    A  Terrible  Temptation. 
Love  ;      and    Single- 
heart  &  Doubleface. 


Autobiography     of 
Thief;    Jack    of    all 
Trades ;    A  Hero  and 
a  Martyr  ;    and  The 
Wandering  Heir. 


A  Simpleton. 
A  Woman  Hater. 
The  Jilt,  &  otherStories  : 
&  Good  Stories  of  Man. 
A  Perilous  Secret. 
Readiana;     and    Bible 
Characters. 


J.  RUNCIMAN.-Skippers  and  Shellbacks. 
By  W.  CLARK  RUSSELL. 


Round  the  Galley-Fire. 
In  the  Middle  Watch. 
On  the  Fo'k'sle  Head 
A  Voyage  to  the  Cape. 
Book  for  the  Hammock. 
Mysteryof  'Ocean  Star' 
Jenny  Harlowe. 
An  Ocean  Tragedy. 
A  Tale  of  Two  Tunnels. 


My  Shipmate  Louise. 
Alone  onWideWide  Sea. 
The  Phantom  Death. 
Is  He  the  Man  ? 
Good  Ship  'Mohock.' 
The  Convict  Ship. 
Heart  of  Oak. 
The  Tale  of  the  Ten. 
The  Last  Entry. 


By  DORA  RUSSELL. -Drift  of  Fate. 

BAYLE   ST.  JOHN.-A  Levantine  Family. 

By  ADELINE  SERGEANT. 

Dr.  Endicott's  Experiment. 
Under  False  Pretences. 

By  GEORGE  R.  SIMS. 


Dagonet  Abroad 

Once  Upon  a  Christmas 

Time. 
Without  the  Limelight. 


Rogues  and  Vagabonds. 
In  London's  Heart 
Mary  Jane  Married. 
The  Small  part  Lady. 


the  Limelight.    The  small  part 
By  HAWLEY   SMART. 


Without  Love  or  Licence. 
The  Master  of  Rathkelly. 


The  Outsider. 
Beatrice  &  Benedick. 
Long  Odds.  A  Racing  Rubber. 

By  T.  W.  SPEIGHT. 
A  Secret  of  the  Sea.        I  A  Minion  of  the  Moon. 
The  Grey  Monk.  Secret  Wyvern  Towers. 

The  Master  of  Trenance    The  Doom  of  Siva. 

The  Web  of  Fate. 
By  ALAN  ST.  AUBYN. 


A  Fellow  of  Trinity. 
The  Junior  Dean. 
Master  of  St. Benedict's. 
To  his  Own  Master. 
Gallantry  Bower. 
In  Face  of  the  World. 
Orchard  Damerel. 


The  Tremlett  Diamonds. 
The  Wooing  of  May 
A  Tragic  Honeymoon. 
A  Proctor's  Wooing. 
Fortune's  Gate. 
Bonnie  Maggie  Lander. 
Mary  Unwin. 

By  JOHN  STAFFORD. -Doris  and  I. 

By  R.  STEPHENS.— The  Cruciform  Mark. 
R.  A.  STERNDALE.— The  Afghan  Knife. 
R.  L.  STEVENSON.— The  Suicide  Club. 

By  FRANK  STOCKTON. 
The  Young  Master  of  Hyson  Hall. 
By  ANNIE  THOMAS.— The  Siren's  Web. 
BERTHA  THOMAS.— The  Violin  Player 


By   FRANCES   E.  TROLLOPE 

Like  Ships  upon  Sea.     I  Mabel's  Progress. 
Anne  Furness. 

By  ANTHONY   TROLLOPE. 
The  Way  we  Live  Now.  I  Scarborough  s  Family. 
Frau  Frohmann.  The  Land  Leaguers. 

Marion  Fay. 

By  IVAN  TURGENIEFF,  &c. 
Stories  from  Foreign  Novelists. 

By  MARK  TWAIN. 


Pudd'nhead  Wilson. 
The  Gilded  Age. 
Prince  and  the  Pau 


per. 


Life  on  the  Mississippi. 
The    Adventures    of 

Huckleberry  Finn. 
A  Yankee  at  the  Court 

of  King  Arthur. 
Stolen  White  Elephant 
£1,000,000  Bank  note. 


Choice  Works. 
Library  of  Humour. 
The  Innocents  Abroad. 
Roughing  It ;  and  The 

Innocents  at  Home. 
A  Tramp  Abroad. 
The  American  Claimant. 
AdventuresTomSawyer 
Tom  Sawyer  Abroad. 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 

C.  C.  F.-TYTLER.— Mistress  Judith. 

By  SARAH  TYTLER. 

WhatShe  CameThrough  ,  Mrs   Cirmichael  s  God- 
Buried  Diamonds.  I     desses.  |  Lady  Bell. 
The  Blackball  Ghosts.      Rachel  Langton. 
The  Macdonald  Lass.       A  Honeymoon's  Eclipse. 
Witch- Wife.  |  Sapphira  '  A  Young  Dragon. 

By  ALLEN   UPWARD. 
The  Queen  against  Owen  I  The  Prince  of  Balkistan. 

By  ALBERT  D.  VANDAM. 
A  Court  Tragedy. 

By  E.  A.  VIZETELLY.-The  Scorpion. 
By  F.   WARDEN.— Joan,  the  Curate. 

By   CY    WARMAN.-Express  Messenger, 
By  WILLIAM  WESTALL. 


The  Old  Factory. 
Red  Ryvington. 
Ralph  Norbreck's  Trust 
Trust-money 
Sons  of  Belial. 
Roy  of  Roy's  Court. 
With  the  Red  .Eagle. 
Strange   Crimes    (True 
Stories). 


For  Honour  and  Life. 
A  Woman  Tempted  Hii 
Her  Two  Millions. 
Two  Pinches  of  Snuff. 
Nigel  Fortescue. 
Biroh  Dene. 
The  Phantom  City. 
A  Queer  Race. 
Ben  Clough. 

By  ATHA   WESTBURY. 
The  Shadow  of  Hilton  Fernbrook. 
By  C.  J.  WILLS.— An  Easy-going  Fellow. 

By  JOHN  STRANGE  WINTER. 

Cavalry  Life  ;  and  Regimental  Legends. 
A  Soldier's  Children. 

By   E.   ZOLA. 

The  Fortune  of  the  Rougons. 

Abbe  Mouret's  Transgression. 

The  Conquest  of  Plassans.  I   Germinal- 

The  Downfall.  I  His  Excellency. 


The  Dream. 
Dr.  Pascal. 


Money.    I  The  Dram  Shop. 
Lourdes.    Rome.         I     Paris. 


The  Fat  and  the  Thin       |  Fruitfulness. 

By   4  Z  Z.  '—A  Nineteenth  Century  Miracle. 


CHEAP   EDITIONS   OF   POPULAR   NOVELS. 

Post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  as.  each. 


By  ARTEMUS  WARD. 

By  E.  LESTER.  ARNOLD. 

Artemus  Ward  Complete. 
By  EDMOND  ABOUT. 

Phra  the  Phoenician. 

The  Fellah. 
By  Mrs.  Al 

Maid,  Wife,  or  Widow? 
Blind  Fate. 
Valerie  s  Fate. 
By  GRAN 
Philistia.      |     Babylon. 
Strange  Stories. 
For  Maimie's  Sake. 
In  all  Shades. 

.EXANDER. 

A  Life  Interest. 
Mona's  Choice. 
By  Woman  s  Wit. 
T  ALLEN. 

Dumaresq  s  Daughter. 
Duchess  of  Powysland. 
Blood  Royal.        [piece. 
Ivan    Greet's    Master- 

BY  FRAN4C 

Fettered  for  Life. 
Little  Lady  Lin  ton. 
Between  Life  &  Death. 
Sin  of  Olga  Zassoulich. 
Folly  Morrison. 
Lieut.  Barnabas. 
Honest  Davie. 
A  Prodigal's  Progress. 

BARRETT. 

Found  Guilty. 
A  Recoiling  Vengeance. 
For  Love  and  Honour. 
John  Ford,  &c. 
Womanof  IronBr-ace'ts 
The  Hardin?  Scandal. 
A  Missing  Witness. 

The  Beckoning  Hand. 
The  Devil's  Die. 

The  Scallywag. 
This  Mortal  Coil. 

By  FREDERICK  BOYLE. 

The  Tents  of  Shem. 

At  Market  Value. 

Camp  Notes.                   1  Chronicles  of  No-man'i 

The  Great  Taboo. 

Under  Sealed  Orders. 

Savage  Life.                   I      Land. 
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TWO-SHILLING  NOVELS— continued. 
By  Sir  W.  BESANT  and  J.  RICE. 

Ready-Money  Mortiboy  i  By  Celia's  Arbour. 
My  Little  Girl.  |   Chaplain  of  the  Fleet 

With  Harp  and  Crown.     The  Seamy  Side. 
This  Son  of  Vulcan.          TheCaseofMr.Lucraft. 
The  Golden  Butterfly.       In  Trafalgar's  Bay. 
The  Monks  of  Thelema. !  The  Ten  Years'  Tenant. 

By  Sir  WALTER  BESANT. 

All  Sorts   and    Condi-    The  Beli  of  St.  Paul's. 
The  Holy  Rose. 
Armorel  of  Lyonesse. 
S.Katherine  s  by  Tower 
Verbena  Camellia  Ste- 

phanotis. 
The  Ivory  Gate. 
The  Rebel  Queen. 
Beyond  the  Dreams  of 


tions  of  Men. 
The  Captains  Room. 
All  in  a  Garden  Fair. 
Dorothy  Forster. 
Uncle  Jack. 
The  World  Went  Very 


Well  Then 
Children  of  Gibeon. 
Herr  Paulus. 
For  Faith  and  Freedom. 
To  Call  Her  Mine. 
The  Master  Craftsman. 


Avarice. 

The  Revolt  of  Man. 
In  Deacon's  Orders. 
The  City  of  Refuge 

By  AMBROSE  B1ERCE. 

la  the  Midst  of  Life. 

BY  BRET  HARTE. 

Californian  Stories.  Flip.  |    Maruja. 

Gabriel  Conroy.  A  Phyllis  of  " 

Luck  of  Roaring  Camp, 


An  Heiress  of  Red  Dog. 


yllis  of  the  Sierras. 
A  Waif  of  the  Plains. 


Ward  of  Golden  Gate. 


The  Martyrdom  of  Ma- 
deline. 

The  New  Abelard. 
The  Heir  of  Linne. 
Woman  and  the  Man. 
Rachel  Dene.    |     Matt. 
Lady  Kilpatrick. 


By  ROBERT  BUCHANAN. 

Shadow  of  the  Sword. 
A  Child  of  Nature, 
God  and  the  Man. 
Love  Me  for  Bver. 
Foxglove  Manor. 
The  Master  of  the  Mine. 
Annan  Water. 

By  BUCHANAN  and  MURRAY. 
The  Charlatan. 

By  HALL  CAINE. 
The  Shadow  of  a  Crime.  I  The  Deemster. 
A  Son  of  Hagar. 

By  Commander  CAMERON. 
The  Cruise  of  the  'Black  Prince.1 

By  HAYDEN  CARRUTH. 

The  Adventures  of  Jones. 

By  AUSTIN  CLARE. 

For  the  Love  of  a  Lass. 

By  Mrs.  ARCHER  CLIVE. 

Paul  Ferroll. 

Why  Paul  Ferroll  Killed  his  Wife. 

By  MACLAREN  COBBAN. 

The  Cure  of  Souls.          j    The  Red  Sultan. 

By  C.  ALLSTON  COLLINS. 

The  Bar  Sinister. 

By  MORT.  &  FRANCES  COLLINS. 


Sweet  Anne  Page. 
Transmigration. 
From  Midnight  to  Mid- 
night. 
A  Fight  with  Fortune. 


Sweet  and  Twenty. 
The  Village  Comedy. 
You  Play  me  False. 
Blacksmith  and  Scholar 
Frances. 


By  W1LK1E  COLLINS. 


Armadale.  |  AfterDark. 

No  Name. 

Antonina. 

Basil. 

Hide  and  Seek. 

The  Dead  Secret. 

Queen  of  Hearts. 

Miss  or  Mrs.? 

The  New  Magdalen. 

The  Frozen  Deep. 

The  Law  and  the  Lady 

The  Two  Destinies. 

The  Haunted  Hotel. 

A  Kovne  R  Life 


My  Miscellanies. 
The  Woman  in  White. 
The  Moonstone. 
Man  and  Wife. 
Poor  Miss  Finch. 
The  Fallen  Leaves. 
Jezebel  s  Daughter. 
The  Black  Robe. 
Heart  and  Science. 
'  I  Say  No  I ' 
The  Evil  Genius. 
Little  Novels. 
Legacy  of  Cain. 
Blind  Love. 


By  M.  J.  COLQUHOUN. 

Every  Inch  a  Soldier. 

By  C.  EGBERT  CRADDOCK. 

The  Prophet  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains. 

By  MATT  CRIM. 

The  Adventures  of  a  *jair  Rebel. 

By  B.  M.  CROKER. 


Pretty  Miss  Neville. 

Diana  Barrington. 

•To  Let.' 

A  Bird  of  Passage. 

Proper  Pride. 

A  Family  L 

A  Third  Per«m. 


.mily  Likeness. 
'er«m. 

By  ALPHONSE   DAUDET. 


Village  Tales  and  Jungle 

Tragedies. 
Two  Masters. 
Mr.  Jenris. 
The  Real  Lady  Hilda. 
Married  or  Single  ? 
Interference. 


The  Evangelist ;  or,  Port  Salvation. 

By  DICK   DONOVAN. 

The  Man-Hunter. 
Tracked  and  Taken. 
Caught  at  Last  I 
Wanted  • 
Who    Poisoned     Hetty 

Duncan  ? 
Man  from  Manchester. 

A  Detective's  Triumphs     

The  Mystery  of  Jamaica  Terrace. 
The  Chronicles  of  Michael  Danevitch. 

By  Mrs.  ANNIE  EDWARDES. 

A  Point  of  Honour.       |  Archie  Lovell. 
By  EDWARD  EQQLESTON. 


In  the  Grip  of  the  Law. 
From  Information  Re- 
ceived. 

Tracked  to  Doom. 
Link  by  Link 
Suspicion  Aroused. 
Dark  Deeds. 
Riddles  Read. 


Roxy. 


By  G.  MANVILLE  FENN. 


The  New  Mistress. 
Witness  tc  the  Deed. 


I  The  Tiger  Lily. 
I  The  White  Virgin. 


By  PERCY  FITZGERALD. 

Bella  Donna.  I  Second  Mrs.  Tillotson. 

Never  Forgotten.  i  Seventy  -five    Brooke 

Polly.  I     Street. 

Fatal  Zero.  |  The  Lady  of  Brantome. 

By  P.  FITZGERALD  and  others. 

Strange  Secrets. 

By  R.  E.  FRANCILLON. 

Olympia. 
One  by  One. 
A  Real  Queen. 


King  or  Knave? 
Romances  of  the  Law. 
Ropes  of  Sand. 
A  Dog  and  his  Shadow. 


Queen  Cophetua. 

By  HAROLD   FREDERIC. 

Seth's  Brother's  Wife.    |  The  Lawton  Girl. 

BARTLE 


By  GILBERT  GAUL. 

A  Strange  Manuscript. 

By  CHARLES  GIBBON. 

Robin  Gray.  In  Honour  Bound. 

Fancy  Free.  Flower  of  the  Forest. 

For  Lack  of  Gold.  The  Braes  of  Yarrow. 

What  will  World  Say  ?  The  Golden  Shaft 

In  Love  and  War.  Of  High  Degree. 

For  the  King.  By  Mead  and  Stream. 

In'  Pastures  Green.  Loving  a  Dream 

Queen  of  the  Meadow.  A  Hard  Knot. 

A  Heart's  Problem.  Heart's  Delight 

The  Dead  Heart.  Blood-Money. 

By  WILLIAM  GILBERT. 

James  Duke. 

By  ERNEST  GLANVILLE. 

The  Lost  Heiress.  I  The  Fossicker 

A  Fair  Colonist. 
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TWO-SHILLING  NOVELS— continued. 

By  Rev.  S.  BARING   QOULD. 

Red  Spider.  |  Eve. 

By  HENRY    GREVILLE. 

Kikanor.  ' 

By  ANDREW  HALL1DAY. 

Every  day  Papers. 

By  THOMAS  HARDY. 

Under  the  Greenwood  Tree. 


By  JULIAN   1 

Garth. 
Ellice  Quentin. 
Fortune  s  Fool. 
Miss  Cadogna. 
Sebastian  Strome. 
Dust. 

Rv    Sir    APT 

1AWTHORNE. 

Beatrix  Randolph. 
Love  —  or  a  Name. 
DavidPoindexter's  Dis 
appearance. 
The    Spectre     of     the 
Camera. 

4UP    HPI  PS. 

By  L.  T.  MEADE. 

A  Soldier  of  Fortune. 

By  LEONARD  MERRICK. 

The  Man  who  was  Good. 

By  JEAN  MIDDLEMASS. 

Touch  and  Go.                 |  Mr.  Dorillion. 

Ivan  de  Biron. 

By  O,  A.  HENTY. 

Rnjub  the  Juggler. 

By  HEADON   HILL. 

Zambra  the  Detective. 

By  JOHN   HILL. 

Treason  Felony. 

By  Mrs.  CASHEL  HOEY. 

The  Lover's  Creed. 

By  Mrs.  GEORGE  HOOPER. 

The  House  of  Raby. 

By  Mrs.  HUNGERFORD. 

A  Maiden  all  Forlorn.       Lady  Verner's  Flight. 
In  Durance  Vile.  The  Red-Kouse  Mystery 

Marvel.  The  Three  Graces. 

A  Mental  Struggle.          Unsatisfactory  Lover. 
A  Modern  Circe.  Lady  Patty. 

April's  Lady.  Nora  Creina. 

Peter's  Wife.  Professor's  Experiment. 

By  Mrs.  ALFRED  HUNT. 
Thornicroft's  Model.  I  Self-Condemned. 
That  Other  Person.  |  The  Leaden  Casket. 

By  HARRIETT  JAY. 

The  Dark  Colleen.  |  Queen  of  Connaught 

By  MARK  KERSHAW. 

Colonial  Facts  and  Fictions. 

By  R.  A5HE   KING. 

A  Drawn  Game.  I  Passion's  Slave. 

'  The   Wearing   of  the    Bell  Barry. 
Green.' 


By  HUGH   MACCOLL. 

Mr.  Stranger's  Sealed  Packet. 

By  GEORGE  MACDONALD. 

Heather  and  Snow. 

By  AGNES  MACDONELL. 

Quaker  Cousins. 


By  W.    H. 

The  New  Republic. 


MALLOCK. 


By  BRANDER  MATTHEWS. 

A  Secret  of  the  Sea. 


By  Mrs.  MOLESWORTH. 

Hathercourt  Rectory. 

By  J.  E.  MUDDOCK. 

Stories  Weird  and  Won 


derful. 
The  Dead  Man  s  Secret. 


From  the  Bosom  of  tha 
Deep. 


By  D.  CHRISTIE  MURRAY. 


A  Model  Father. 

Joseph's  Coat. 

Coals  of  Fire. 

Val  Strange.  |  Hearts. 

Old  Blazer's  Hero. 

The  Way  of  the  World. 

Cynic  Fortune. 

A  Life  s  Atonement. 

By  the  Gate  of  the  Sea. 


A  Bit  of  Human  Nature. 
First  Person  Singular. 
Bob  Martin's  Little  Girl 
Time's  Revenges. 
A  Wasted  Crime. 
In  Direst  Peril. 
Mount  Despair. 
A  Capful  o  Nails 


By  MURRAY  and   HERMAN. 

One  Traveller  Returns.  I  The  Bishops'  Bible. 
Paul  Jones  s  Alias.          | 

By  HUME  NISBET. 

'  Bail  Up ! '  |  Dr.Bernard  St. Vincent. 

By  W.  E.  NORRI5. 

Saint  Ann's.  |  Billy  Bellow. 

By  ALICE  O'HANLON. 

The  Unforeseen.  |  Chance  ?  or  Fate  7 

By  GEORGES  OHNET. 

Dr.  Rameau.  I  A  Weird  Gift. 

A  Last  Love.  | 

By  Mrs.  OLIPHANT. 

Whiteladies.  I  The  Greatest  Heiress  in 

The  Primrose  Path.         |     England. 


By  EDMOND  LEPELLETIER. 

Madame  Sans-Gene. 

By  01 

Held  in  Bondage. 

LJIDA. 

Two  Lit.  Wooden  Shoes 
Moths 

By  JOHN  LEYS. 

Chandos. 

Bimbi.' 

The  Lindsays. 

Idalia. 

Pipistrello. 

By  E.  LYNN  LINTON. 

Patricia  Kemball.           .  The  Atonement  of  Learn 

Under  Two  Flags. 
Cecil  Castlemaine  sGage 
Tricotrin. 

A  Village  Commune. 
Wanda. 
Othmar 

The  World  Well  Lost. 

Dundas. 

Puck. 

Frescoes. 

Under  which  Lord? 

Rebel  of  the  Family. 

Folle  Farine. 

In  Maremma. 

Paston  Carew. 
'  My  Love  1  ' 

Sowing  the  Wind. 
The  One  Too  Many. 

A  Dog  of  Flanders. 
Pascarel. 

Guilderoy. 

Ruffino. 

lone 
With  a  Silken  Thread. 

Dulcie  Everton. 

Signa. 
Princess  Napraxine. 

Syrlin. 
Santa  Barbara. 

By  HENRY  W.   LUCY. 

In  a  Winter  City. 
Ariadne. 

Two  Offenders. 
Ouida's  Wisdom     Wit 

Gideon  Fleyce. 

Friendship. 

and  Pathos. 

By  JUSTIN 

Dear  Lady  Disdain. 
Waterdale  Neighbours. 
My  Enemy's  Daughter 

MCCARTHY. 

Donna  Quixote. 
Maid  of  Athens. 
The  Comet  of  a  Season. 

By  MARGARET  AGNES  PAUL. 

Gentle  and  Simple. 

By  Mrs.  CAMPBELL    PRAED. 

A  Fair  Saxon. 

The  Dictator. 

The  Romance  of  a  Station. 

Linley  Rochford. 

Red  Diamonds. 

The  Soul  of  Countess  Adrian. 

Miss  Misanthrope. 

The  Riddle  Ring. 

Out1  aw  and  Lawmaker.  1  Mrs.  Treiratkiai. 

Camiola.                                                                      i    Christina  Chard.              | 
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TWO-SHILLING  NOVELS  —  continued. 

By  ARTHUR  SKETCHLEY. 

By  RICHARD   PRYCE. 

A  Match  in  the  Dark. 

Miss  Maxwell's  Affections. 

By   HAWLEY   SMART. 

By  JAMES  PAYN. 

Without  Love  or  Licence. 

The  P'  linger. 

Bentinck  s  Tutor.               The  Talk  of  tbe  Town. 
Murphy  s  Master.               Holiday  Tasks. 

Beatrice  and  Benedick. 
The  Master  of  Rathkelly. 

Long  Odds. 

A  County  Family. 
At  Her  Mercy. 
Cecil's  Tryst. 
The  Clyffards  of  Clyffe. 
The  Foster  Brothers. 
Found  Dead. 
The  Best  of  Husbands. 

A  Perfect  Treasure. 
What  He  Cost  Her. 
A  Confidential  Agent. 
Glow-worm  Tales. 
The  Burnt  Million. 
Sunny  Stories. 
Lost  Sir  Massingberd. 

By  T.   W.  SPEIGHT. 

The  Mysteries  of  Heron  ;  Back  to  Life. 
Dyke.                              j  The  Loud  waterTragedy. 
The  Golden  Hoop.              Burgo  s  Romance. 
Hoodwinked.                     Quittance  in  Full. 
By  Devious  Ways.            A  Husband  from  the  Sea 

Walter's  Word. 
Halves. 
Fallen  Fortunes. 
Humorous  Stories. 

A  Woman's  Vengeance. 
The  Family  Scapegrace. 
Gwendoline  s  Harvest. 
Like  Father,  Like  Son. 

By  ALAN  ST.  AUBYN. 

A  Fellow  of  Trinity.         Orchard  Damerel. 
The  Junior  Dean.              In  the  Face  of  the  World. 

£200  Reward. 

Married  Beneath  Him. 

Master  of  St.Benedict's    T 

lie  Tremlett  Diamonds. 

A  Marine  Residence. 

Not  Wooed,  but  Won. 

To  His  Own  Master. 

Mirk  Abbey 
By  Proxy. 

Less  Black  than  We're 
Painted. 

By  R.  A.  STERNDALE. 

Under  One  Roof. 

Some  Private  Views. 

The  Afghan  Knife. 

High  Spirits 
Carlyon's  Year. 

A  Grape  from  a  Thorn. 
The   Mystery  of   Mir- 

By  R.  LOUIS  STEVENSON. 

New  Arabian  Nights. 

From  Exile. 

bridge. 

For  Cash  Only. 
Kit. 

The  Word  and  the  Will. 
A  Prince  of  the  Blood. 

By  ROBERT  SURTEES. 

Handle  y  Cross. 

The  Canon's  Ward. 
By  CHARL 

A  Trying  Patient. 
ES   READE. 

By   BERTHA 

The  Violin  Player. 

THOMAS. 

It  is  Never  Too  Late  to 
Mend. 

A  Terrible  Temptation. 
Foul  Play. 

By  WALTER  THORNBURY. 

Christie  Johnstone. 

The  Wandering  Heir. 

Tales  for  the  Marines. 

The  Double  Marriage. 
Put     Yourself   in    His 

Hard  Cash. 
Singleheart  and  Double- 

By  T.  ADOLPHUS  TROLLOPE. 

Place 
Love  Me   Little,  Love 
Me  Long. 
The  Cloister  and    the 

face. 
Good  Stories  of  Man  and 
other  Animals. 
Peg  Woffington. 

Diamond  Cut  Diamond. 

By  F.  ELEANOR  TROLLOPE. 

Like    Ships    upon   the    Anne  Furness. 

Hearth. 

Griffith  Gaunt. 

Sea.                                 14 

abel's  Progress. 

Course  of  True  Love. 
The  Jilt. 

A  Perilous  Secret. 
A  Simpleton. 

By  ANTHONY 

TROLLOPE. 

The  Autobiography  of 

Readiana. 

Frau  Frohmann.                 The  American  Senator. 

a  Thief. 

A  Woman-Hater  . 

Marion  Fay.                        ] 

lr.      Scarborough/a 

By  Mrs.  J.  H.  RIDDELL. 

Weird  Stories.                    The  Uninhabited  House. 

Kept  in  the  Dark.                  Family. 
The  Way  We  Live  Now.    GoldenLion  of  Granpere 
The  Land-Leaguers. 

Fairv  Water.                       The  Mystery  in  Palace 
Her  Mother's  Darling.          Gardens. 

By  MARK 

TWAIN. 

The  Prince  of  Wales's    The  Nun  s  Curse. 
Garden  Party.                Idle  Tales. 

A  Pleasure  Trip  on  the     Stolen  White  Elephant. 
Continent.                       Life  on  the  Mississippi. 

By  F.  W.  ROBINSON. 

Women  are  Strange.         The  Woman  in  the  Dark 

The  Gilded  Age.                 The    Prince    and    the 
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